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PREFACE. 



I HAVE little to say in this Preface, beyond the ex- 
pression of my sincere regret for the delay which has 
occurred in the publication of the work. That delay has 
arisen from causes which it would not interest the public 
to be informed of, and which I have no wish to put 
forward for the sake of deprecating the displeasure or 
disappointment which it may have excited. 

A much more agreeable task is that of acknowledging, 
which I do with feelings of sincere gratification and deep 
thankfulness, the extensive and valuable assistance which 
I have received from so many of my fellow-labourers in 
the field of Natural History. Their names are mentioned 
in connection with their contributions, in various parts of 
the work ; and it would be invidious to particularise them 
here, lest, through inadvertence, any should be omitted. 
To one and all I beg to ofier the tribute of my grateful 
thanks. 



SiLBORNB, Hants. 
Jnly, 1853. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The stracture of the Grnstacea is so little known to 
the students of Natural History in this country, and there 
are so few works which give even the most superficial 
information on the subject, that it appears very desirable 
and even necessary to introduce the study of the British 
species, by a brief account of the general organization and 
physiology of this class of animals. Not only indeed is 
the subject itself one of great interest, but without some 
SDch introductory information it would not be possible to 
comprehend the descriptions of the different genera and 
species ; for it will be found that in scarcely any other 
class of animals, is there a greater variety of form and 
structure, or more striking apparent anomalies in the 
modifications of the typical plan of organization, or in some 
cases greater difficulties in ascertaining the true homologies 
of the different elements, than in the present. 

It is not, indeed, a very easy matter even to express, 
in a clear and definite phrase, the characters which, whilst 
belonging strictly to all the forms of Crustacea, shall dis- 
tinctly exclude those of the approximate ones; for the 
yariations which occur in every organ and Amotion, in 
the different groups belongiug to the crustacean type, are 
80 considerable, as to render it almost impossible to include 
them all within one common and well-defined expression. 
The typical characters are so astonishingly modified, iu 
some cases being totally changed, and in others absolutely 
lost, that the inexperienced student examining some aber- 
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rant form by the test of the known typical characters, 
might find it impossible to refer it to its tme relations, 
without an investigation of the intermediate aflinities, and 
an acquaintance with the laws which regulate their 
variations. 

The separation of the true Epizoa from the Crustacea 
has indeed, in some measure, facilitated the arrangement 
of the latter class, and enabled the zoologist to restrict 
within intelligible limits the characters which belong to 
the group. 

I shall therefore, in the following sketch, consider the 
CauffrACEA, the Epizoa, and the Cirripediss, as constituting 
three distinct types of form; with this restriction the 
Crustacea may be defined as articulated animals, having 
each segment of the external skeleton furnished with ar- 
ticulated appendages ; they are all of them free or loco- 
motive ; the respiration is branchial, and they are, with 
very few exceptions, aquatic in their habits ; the circula- 
tion is carried on by means of a complete vascular system, 
and is of a mixed character, the blood being received into 
an aortic heart, both from the branchiae and from the 
system, and circulated in a mixed or partially decarbo- 
nized condition. The nervous system resembles, in its 
general principles, that of the Insects. It is ganglionic, 
longitudinal, and generally distinctly developed. The 
sexes are separate. 

Such are the general characters by which the Crustacea 
proper may be distinguished, and which appear to be 
sufficiently defined, as &r as our present knowledge ex- 
tends. A further insight into the structure of each system 
of oigans, as existing in the different orders and families 
of the class, will show how various and startling are some 
of their modifications. 
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The constniction of the skeleton in this class of animals 
18 for the most part very distinct from that of all others, 
although in some of the abnormal forms there is a remark- 
able deviation from the typical stmctnre, and a oone- 
spending approximation to that of other classes ; as, for 
instance, in the segments of certain liopoday which re- 
semble, in general character, some forms amongst the 
Myriapoda. In the greater number of them, and es- 
pecially in the higher forms, the tegnmentary skeleton is 
formed of a hard, solid, calcareous crust, the earthy por- 
tion of which consists of carbonate of lime, with a small 
portion of phosphate of the same earth. The colours by 
which the crust is, in many cases, very beautifully marked, 
depend upon a pigment which pervades different parts of 
the substance, and offers various hues, and sometimes 
curious and grotesque markings, in different species. The 
colouring matter, in these as in most other animals, is 
more intense on the upper than on the under surface, 
the latter being, in many, nearly pure white, whilst 
the former is deeply and brightly coloured. The earthy 
matter is deposited upon, and produced by, an organized 
vascular membrane or eoriwn. In many of the smaller 
Crustacea, even amongst the higher forms, as in most of 
the Paldtmanida or prawns, and other allied families, as 
well as in most of the lower groups, as the Isopoda^ and 
others, the crust retains its semi-transparent, elastic, and 
flexible nature, resembling thin horn or parchment, 
the earthy matter being deposited in very small quan- 
tities. Although this difference is not wholly correlative 
with the groups in which it principally obtains, — as for 
instance, in the genus Pahemon^ in which the crust of some 
species, as the common prawn, has scarcely any earthy 
matter, whilst in others, it is almost as solidly cidcareous 
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as in the lobster itself, — ^yet it would appear to bear a 
near relation to their habits ; the presence of the cal- 
careoas substance hardening and solidifying the skeleton, 
and thus rendering it an efficient protection against the 
rocks and waves of the more exposed parts of the sea, be- 
ing found in the greatest proportion in species exposed to 
such agents; whilst the others are either small, active 
creatures, swimming with great ease and constancy in 
more open and shallow situations, or creeping safely 
amongst fuci or under stones, and other protecting sub- 
stances, or even attaching themselves to the surfitce of 
different species of fish. 

The annulose character, typical of the great group to 
which it gives its designation, has, in a great number of 
the species composing this class, reached its maximum of 
development. The segments which surround the body are 
more complete, and more separately movable, whilst they 
possess a greater degree of individual solidity than in any 
others. They are also furnished with articulated appen- 
dages ; each segment, whether remaining distinct or in- 
timately united to others, bearing a single pair, in a more 
or less developed, or in a merely rudimentary condition. 
In numerous instances, from this intimate union or solder- 
ing together of two or more segments, the only indi- 
cation of their theoretical separate existence is the presence 
of the normal number of these appendages; but with 
this aid it rarely happens, in the higher forms of Crus- 
tacea, that they cannot be proved to exist. 

The true normal number of the segments, taking the 
whole class, appears to be twenty-one, of which, accord- 
ing to our present knowledge, seven must be considered as 
belonging to the head, and an equal number respectively 
to the thorax and the abdomen. Now, although it is 
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tme that there is not a single known species in which all 
these segments are fonnd in a distinct and tangible con- 
dition — there being in all the forms, more or fewer of 
them so inseparably united together as to offer no other 
means hj which to predicate their existence, than those 
already alluded to — ^yet, on the other hand, there is not 
one which may not be found distinctly formed in some or 
other of the species. The appendages, too, which have 
already been slightly mentioned, are no less subject to the 
most extraordinary variation both of form and office ; 
many of them serving in one case the purposes of loco- 
motion, in another the reception and preparation of the 
food, in another the attachment of the branchise, in 
another the support and protection of the eggs. When, 
therefore, we consider the almost endless diversity of 
form, under which the species composing this class of 
animals appear, the astonishing discrepancy which exists 
in the forms and relative proportions of the different 
regions of the body, and other parts of their organization, 
for the performance of offices and functions equally various, 
and see that all these diversities are produced only by mo- 
difications of a typical number of parts, we cannot but be 
struck by so remarkable and interesting an illustration of 
the great economical law, as it may be termed, that 
the typical structure of any group being given^ the difiirent 
haiits of its component species or minor groups are provided 
for^ not by the creation of new organs or the destruction of 
otherSy but by the modification^ in form, structure, or place, 
o/orgcms typically belonging to the group. 

Of this law numerous examples will be exhibited in the 
course of this work, in the structural characters of every 
order and of every family; but for the sake of offering 
a single comprehensible illustration, the various modifi- 
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cations of the thoracic appendages may be selected. The 
typical stnicture of these may be considered as sabserving 
the purposes of locomotion. This is the office which they 
fnlfil, either wholly or in part, in all cases ; and in some 
instances the whole of them are thos employed. In the 
liopoda^ for instance, the body consists very principally of 
the seven thoracic segments, and their appendages consti- 
tute seven pairs of true feet. In the Amphipoda the first 
or second pairs become modified in the male into strong 
holders by the greater development of the hand, and the 
movable character of the terminal articulation, and its ap- 
plicability to a strong corresponding process from the 
penultimate articulation. In several of the Lamodipoda 
five pairs only of the thoracic appendages are developed 
into members, of which the first and second pairs consti- 
tute true hands or graspers, and the third and fourth are 
destined to a totally different office ; forming reynratorjf 
iocBy to supply the place of the abdominal appendages in 
the Isopoda^ the abdomen in the present instance being 
reduced to a mere rudiment. In the Decapoda there are 
only five pairs of true thoracic members, and these answer 
to the five posterior segments of the thorax ; but the ap- 
pendages to the segments anterior to these are rendered 
subservient to mastication, or to the preparation of the 
food, in the form of footjaws or pedipalps. I have only 
enumerated a few of the more conspicuous modifications 
of these organs, for the purpose of conveying at a glance 
some idea of the extraordinary aberrations from the typical 
structure which will meet us at every step, in the inves- 
tigation of these animals, whose habits and requirements 
are so varied. 

The composition of the segments in the Crustacea, 
although modified to a great extent in the different forms, 
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is yet susceptible of being reduced to a perfect theoretical 
idea. Indeed, in many forms, the parts of which each 
segment is composed are distinctly appreciable by careful 
examination; and it is found that these parts consist in 
two arches, a superior and an inferior, each of which is 
formed of two middle and two la- 
teral pieces. The superior central 
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pair, a a, constitute the Ur^vm^ jV^ ^ y^ 

the lateral are called epimera^ b b» ' ■ 

Of the inferior arch, the two central pieces form the ster- 
mmmj e e^ and to the lateral, d dy the name of epitiemum 
has been applied. As we have already seen, in enume- 
rating the segments themselyes which compose the different 
regions of the body, that some or other of them are always 
found to be so intimately combined together that their dis- 
tinction is lost, so in the present case also, some or other 
of the theoretical elements of the segments are either actu- 
ally wanting, or certain of them are so intimately united 
that the normal number cannot be distinguished. 

It is also necessary, in order to obtain a correct idea of 

« 

the actual structure of the skeleton or supporting organs 
in the Crustacea, to consider those processes of crustaceous 
matter which, in the form of internal lamina, form the 
parietes of the cells and canals which are found in the 
interior of these animals, and many of which serve the 
office of bones, as the solid surfaces to which the muscles 
are attached. These have received the name of apodema. 
** They arise in all cases from the junction of two con- 
tiguous pieces of one segment, or from the union of two 
rings. They are produced by a duplicature of the tegu- 
mentary membrane, which dips more or less deeply amongst 
the internal organs, and which becomes encrusted with 
calcareous matter with the rest of the shell ; they are con- 



XTl INTRODDCTION. 

seqnently always formed of two layers, soldered, as it 
were, together,^* 

Of the varioiis segments composing the three principal 
portions of the body, the head, the thorax, and the abdo- 
men, some are found always to support similar, or rather 
identical, organs. Thus the first cephalic segment or ring 
invariably bears the peduncle of the eyes, and the second, 
or antennary, as constantly supports a pair of the antennae. 
Of those which follow, there are the most extraordinary 
and unlooked-for modifications in the difierent groups; 
and no one who has only formed a theoretical notion of 
these parts could recognise in the simple piece of which 
the whole cephalic region is composed in the Edrtophikdima^ 
or in the carapace or shell of the brachyurous Decapoda^ as 
in the conmion crab for instance, the mere combination of 
two or more of the cephalic segments which in other forms 
are found to be distinct. For a full and clear account of 
all these modifications, the reader is referred to the admi- 
rable work of Dr. Milne Edwards, so often quoted and 
referred to. 

This author has, with great propriety, considered the 
genus Squilla as ofiering the form in which the difierent 
segments before enumerated are most distinctly exhibited ; 
but eyen in this form there are some which are, as it were, 
soldered together, and the normal number is consequently 
not to be traced. The first cephalic segment, which, as 
before observed, is invariably destined to support the 
ocular peduncles, and is therefore termed the ophthalmic 
segment, is here quite distinct from the second, which is 
also very distinctly articulated with the third ; the latter 
is, however, confounded with the next, and the following 
ones are only to be distinguished by dissection.-f* But the 

* Edw. Hiit Nat. dct Crust, i. p. 18. f lb. p. 15. 
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last eleven are complete and perfectly distinct, and each 
of them, without exception, bears its appropriate pair of 
members. 

Amongst the higher forms of Crustacea, it is in the 
Brachyura, where the nervous system is found in the most 
concentrated condition, that the condensation of the rings 
of which the body is composed, is carried to the greatest 
extent. It is indeed somewhat difficult, at first sight, to 
determine the homologies of the segments of which the 
carapace, as it is termed, is theoretically composed. This 
large enveloping buckler in fact covers the whole of the 
thorax, and even the abdomen itself is folded underneath 
it, so that the whole animal is hidden, when viewed from 
above, by this extraordinary development of two of the 
cephaUc segments ; and although in the Brachyura the 
first two segments, the ophthalmic and the antennary, are 
soldered to the carapace, yet, as we find that in some 
other forms these two are entirely distinct, it would appear 
that the carapace is essentially composed of the third and 
fourth rings, composing what Dr. Milne Edwards terms 
the antenno-maxillary segment. 

This remarkable portion of the tegumentary system, 
covering, as it does, the whole of the viscera, is found to 
be more or less distinctly divided into regions^ which are 
indicated by elevations, separated from each other by 
grooves ; and to these regions have been given names 
derived from the different organs which are immediately 
covered by them. As reference is frequently made to 
these regions in generic and specific descriptions, I here 
give an illustration of them.* 

* The gMtric or stomaehal region is marked r s ; the branchial, r b ; the hepatic, 
r h ; the genital, r g ; the cardiac r c ; the intestinal, r i. 
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The tfaorax in the Decapods in general is extenialljr 
only visible under- 
neath, the upper part 
being covered by the 
carapace, and being in 
that part incomplete. 
The number of obvi- 
ous segments in these 
higher forms is fire, 
and as each segment 
hears its proper pair 
of appendages, which 
here are true ambula- 
tory legs, the character of Decapods is thus produced. 
The superior surface of the thoracic 
segments is limited to the epimera, 
the tergnm being absolutely wanting- 
Upon this upper surface on each side 
lie the branchiee, or i^s. In this 
brief sketch it is only necessary to 
refer to the apodemata as consti- 
tuting the large cells of the thorax, formed by a dupli- 





INTBODUCTION. XIX 

cature of the walls dipping into the thoracic cavity, and 
filled by the muscles wUch move the limbs. 

The abdomen of the Brachyura is very moderately de- 
veloped.* It folds entirely underneath the thorax, against 
which it is ordinarily closely applied. It consists, essen- 
tially, of seven segments, of which, however, in many 
cases, a greater or less number are so united as to be 
scarcely distinguishable. In the Macroura* they are far 
more extended, and serve the purposes of locomotion, 
being elongated, veiy moveable upon each other, and 
famished at the extremity with a fan-shaped fin, formed 
of five pieces, of which the centre is the terminal ab- 
dominal segment 

In the lower forms, as the Edriophthalma, the rings of 
the body are more similar to each other, and constitute a 
nearly regular series of more or less perfect rings. Those 
of the head, however, are ordinarily much condensed, and 
soldered together ; whilst the thorax consists of seven 
very distinct moveable segments, and the abdomen of 
either the same number, or nearly so ; as in some cases 
the seventh is wanting, and in others the two anterior 
ones are united. 

Between these two extreme cases, there are numerous 
intermediate modifications, which will be seen in the 
various fiunilies and genera. 

The members or appendages to the different segments 
or annuli above described, form a very interesting and 
important part of the tegumentary system of these ani- 
mals. Theoretically speaking, every segment has its pair 
of appendages, and, mce persd, each pair of appendages, 

* See the figures of the varioiu Bpecies. 

b 2 
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whenever they exist, presupposes a segment or ring to 
which they belong. In many cases, where a coalescence 
takes place between any of the contiguous segments, 
their distinct existence can only be predicated by the 
occurrence of the members which belong to them ; thus, 
in the Brachyura, the carapace involves not only the third 
and fourth rings, enormously developed, but also the first 
two, which bear the eyes and antennae, and which are 
indissolubly blended with the succeeding ones. 

Normally there are twenty-one pairs of appendages or 
limbs : generally speaking, even in the higher forms, 
twenty only are perceived, as the terminal joint of the 
abdomen, which forms the central piece of the fan-like 
fin, has none which are perceptible. I have, however, 
observed them firequenUy in the common prawn, PaUs^ 
mon serratuSf* in the form of extremely minute points 
attached to the very extremity of the segment, and 
moveable. 

The first pair exist only in the Podophthalma or stalk- 
eyed forms, and constitute the peduncles upon which the 
eyes are elevated ; they are moveable, and in many cases 
are of considerable length, lying, when at rest, in grooves, 
or sockets, formed for their reception. The two following 
paira are of great importance, forming, in most cases, 
organs of sense. These are the antennae. One or both 
pairs exist in all the forms of true Crustacea ; ordinarily 



* ] b«v» often tepiuttt^d th« wbok tw«nty-OM pain of i4»pendaget in this 
•p«ci«^ imd yA^ct^ them tfrhMiim on % Gud. They contitt reiy dtmdj of the 
oculnr peduucleti the witorior Mid po«terior antennae, the muidiUee, the two pain 
of nuuilluN the thr»e pairs of feot>jaw«» the five pain of thoncic Itg^ the five 
pain of abdominal falee feet, the appendagca to the sixth ahdominal augment 
fWtulng the )at«nl oauda) fiap^ tnd the two minnte radimentaiy appendages 
above aUiided tOk 
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tfaey are slender, elongated, moveable, and mnltiaiticnlate. 
Thej are, however, subject, in some forms even of tbe 
higher orders, to extraordinaiy modifications ; thus in the 
genera ScyUarus and IbacuSy the external pair are de- 
veloped into broad, flat organs of natation, and probably 
also consdtate a pair of shovels for the purpose of burrow- 
ing : and in some Amphipoda, they are much elongated, 
serving as a pair of swimming or sustaining arms. The 
fourth pair always appertain to the mouth, and form man- 
ducating organs: these are the mandibles. The two 
pairs of jaws, or maxillas, follow, and are also employed 
in the comminution of the food. Theoretically speaking, 
the next pair ought to be considered as belonging to the 
cephalic divisdon of the body ; these, as well as the pre- 
vious and two following pairs, are, in the Decapoda, sub- 
servient to nutrition. The eighth and ninth pairs are, 
dierefore, properly speaking, the first and second thoracic 
members, and, with the seventh, constitute the three pairs 
of foo^aws or pedipalps, leaving, in this particular class, 
the five remaining thoracic appendages to serve the office 
of ambulatory locomotion, or of claws for the apprehen- 
rion and tearing of the food, or of weapons of defence, 
In most of the Edriophthalma the normal arrangement 
obtains, and the thorax bears seven pairs of ambulatory 
members. The remaining appendages, which seldom ex- 
ceed six pairs, belong to the abdominal portion of the 
body, and in the higher forms are very small and slightly 
developed, in comparison with those of the thoracic di- 
vision. In the female Decapoda they constitute the sup- 
port of the eggs, after their exclusion, and as long as they 
continue attached to the parent. 

In their full development, each of these organs consists 



XXn INTRODUCTION. 

of three distinct parts. The Stalk, which constitutes the 
essential part, and which is usually mnltiarticulate ; the 
Palp, which is an appendage to the stalk, and ordinarily 
arises from its basal segment ; and the Lash. It is not in 
all cases that these three portions exist, and in the Bra- 
chyura, for example, the foot-jaws are the only ones in 
which they are all present. The ambulatory thoracic legs 
in these are obviously composed only of the stalk, without 
either of the other members, and consist of six distinct 
joints. In the Macroura, however, the ambulatory feet, in 
some genera, have all the three elements ; in others, one 
of them is wanting. Their modifications are aLnost 
innumerable, and often it would be impossible to distin- 
guish their homologues, without extensive comparative 
examination. 

It is impossible, in a mere sketch, introductory to a 
local Fauna, to enter, at any detail, into the various modi- 
fications now merely alluded to, but perhaps there is 
scarcely any group of animals in which the homologies 
are more recondite, the variations more interesting, and 
the relations between those variations and the habits 
and requirements of the animals more beautiful and 
instructive. 

In order to give a general idea of the extent of these 
modifications, it may be stated that the ocular peduncles 
are the only appendages which are never devoted to 
any but their normal objects. The antennae are, as has 
been before observed, sometimes modified into locomotive 
organs. The cephalic appendages about the mouth, the 
mandibles and maxill®, are sometimes rudimentary, at 
other times they are modified into mere organs of appre- 
hension. The thoracic members are sometimes locomo- 



INTRODUCTION. xxiii 

tive organs, at others they subserve the natritive function : 
the remaining thoracic members are, in some cases, pre- 
hensile, in others ambulatory, in others natatory, in others 
partially branchiophorous, and so on. The abdominal 
sometimes serve the purpose of swimming, at others of 
bearing and protecting the eggs, at others they are 
partially converted into branchi®. Besides these modi- 
fications, some or other of them are, in many forms, 
either wholly wanting or rudimentary. 

The digestive system appears under very various phases 
in the different groups of the Crustacea. The extremes 
of this diversity are found in those two primary divisions, 
the food of which is most opposite in its kind. In the 
one group, the whole of which are parasitic upon other 
animals, and which I have in this Introduction considered 
as belonging to a distinct class, the aliment consists of 
the juices of the creatures to which they are attached, and 
is obtained by suction. In these the normal elements of 
the organs for procuring or preparing the food for diges- 
tion are either rudimentary or wanting. In the higher 
forms of the true Crustacea, on the contrary, which sub- 
sist upon solid and often hard substances, and in many 
cases on living prey, the organs for pursuing, seizing, 
tearing, and comminuting the food, are carried to a high 
degree of development, and a corresponding difference is 
also found in the digestive organs themselves. The most 
elaborate condition of these organs is exhibited in the 
Decapoda, and especially in the Brachyura. It has been 
already stated that the appendages belonging to certain 
of the cephalo-thoracic segments are variously modified to 
serve their several offices ; and in the latter order they have 
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been shown to consist of six pairs, of which some are actnal 
organs of mastication, as the mandibles or the true jaws, 
the foot-jaws or pedipalps generally serving to keep the 
food in contact with the former, whilst it is being broken 
ap by them. 

The buccal orifice in the Brachyura occupies the in- 
ferior face of the cephalic division of the body, and is 
bounded anteriorly by a crustaceous lamina of determi- 
nate form, which has been termed the upper lip, and pos- 
teriorly by another termed the lower lip. The mandibles 
occupy the sides of the opening. After these, and ex- 
ternal to them, are the first, and then the second pair of 
true jaws, followed by the three pairs of pedipalps or 
foot-jaws, the last of which, when at rest, close the mouth, 
and include the whole of the preceding ones. In the 
Macroura, the pedipalps are ver^^ different in their forms, 
and have the aspect of very simple feet. In the Stoma- 
poda they not only have the form, but the office also of 
the other locomotive organs, and hence the increased 
number of legs which appear to appertain to these, and 
especially to the Mysidae. In the Edriophthalma, and the 
other lower forms, the parts about the mouth are fewer, 
and more simple. At the back of the mouth, a short 
oesophagus opens into the stomach, which is a very ca- 
pacious cavity, occupying the whole depth of the body in 
the Decapods, and co-extensive with the gastric region of 
the carapace, already described. It is pretty distinctly 
divided into two portions, a cardiac and a pyloric, the 
former occupying the greater portion of the cavity, the 
latter of small dimensions. 

The means of comminuting the food are not restricted 
to the complicated machinery above referred to, for the 
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Stomach itself contains a very remarkable apparatus, con- 
sisting of several hard calcareous pieces, which may be 
termed gastric teeth. These are attached to homy or 
calcareous levers fixed in the parietes of the stomach; 
they are moved by a complicated system of muscles, and 
are admirably adapted to complete the thorough breaking 
down of the aliment, which had already been to a con- 
siderable extent effected by the buccal appendages. 
These gastric teeth may be readily seen and examined in 
the larger species of the Decapoda, as in the large eatable 
crab and the lobster; and it will be readily perceived how 
perfectly the different pieces are made to act upon each 
other^ and to grind the food interposed between them. 
Analogous structures, but of less complexity, are found 
in the Edriophthalma. The single and simple intestine 
extends in a direct line from the stomach, and terminates 
at the last segment of the abdomen. Immediately from 
its origin at the pyloric opening of the stomach, a notable 
enlargement is observed, but the rest of the canal is 
of nniform size. The enlarged portion is, in some cases, 
very short; in others, it occupies the larger portion of 
the total length. 

The liver is of considerable volume in most of the 
&milies of Crustacea, and occupies in the Decapoda the 
greater portion of the visceral cavity. It consists of a 
mass of csBcal vesicles, ordinarily more or less elongated, 
and pouring the secretion into a system of membranous 
canals, the union of which forms ultimately a large trunk 
on each side, which opens into the pyloric portion of the 
stomach. Such is the structure of this important gland 
in the highest forms; but in the larger Stomapoda its 
structure is apparently granular, and it forms two series 
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of lobes extending the whole length of the intestine, — 
and in the Edriophthalma, according to Prof. M. Ed- 
wards, it is reduced to " three pairs of biliary vessels, 
running alongside the intestine, the whole length of the 
body.'* There are other tubular appendages connected 
with the pyloric portion of the stomach, which are of 
considerable size in certain of the larger Decapoda, and 
which, from analogy, may with some probability be con- 
sidered as pancreatic. 

The respiration in this class is, with very few excep- 
tions amongst the Isopoda, aquatic. In some of the 
lower forms, it would appear that there are no special 
organs devoted to this function, but in the higher these 
are very varied, and in many cases of a complicated 
character. The typical form of Crustacean respiratory 
organs may be considered that of lamellar branchias ; and 
this form is found in the Decapoda, and particularly in 
the Brachyura ; in the crab it is seen in its most complete 
development. The branchis are placed within a distinct 
cavity on each side, protected above by the carapace, and 
lying upon the upper surface of the thorax. They con- 
sist of a series of elongated pyramidal bodies, each com- 
posed of a vast number of plates or lamells, which are 
closely packed, but still admit of the free circulation of 
the water between them. The respiratory cavity has an 
afferent and an efferent opening, through which the water 
is propelled by a mechanism differing in the different 
groups. The former opening, through which the water 
has access to the cavity, is a long lateral slit, between 
the cephalo-thorax and the side of the thorax ; and the 
latter is near the buccal cavity, and is covered by the 
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last or flabellifonn appendage of the second pair of the 
tme jaws, which is developed into a broad homy plate, 
fixed by a sort of pivot, on which it continaally turns, 
and thus regulates the efflux of the water. Prof. Milne 
Edwards observes, that this action is proved to be es-- 
sential to the renewal of the water which bathes the 
branchiae, as, if its movements be stopped, the animal 
becomes soon asphyxiated. The whole of the apparatus 
belonging to this function in the higher Crustacea is 
exceedingly curious and interesting, but it would be out 
of place to enter into the detail in this work. 

The branchiae are very differently formed in the dif- 
ferent orders of the class, and even vary considerably in 
some genera of the same family. In some cases the 
abdominal appendages support these organs; in others 
they are attached to the basal joint of the thoracic legs; 
in some genera, as in Mysis, their distinct existence has 
not as yet been demonstrated, although, as I have ob- 
served in speaking of that genus in the body of the work, 
there appears little doubt that a special organ exercises 
their function. 

In the terrestrial Isopoda, or the common Millipedes, 
as they are termed, the respiration is exclusively atmo- 
spheric. 

The respiration of the land crabs, which must neces- 
sarily be, during the greater part of their lives, atmo« 
spheric, is one of the most remarkable phenomena 
connected with this subject, and has occupied the atten- 
tion of Mons. Audouin and Dr. Milne Edwards, who have 
given a most elaborate and interesting memoir on this 
subject,^ to which the reader is referred. It is well 

* Aimalei dee Scienoei Natorelles, t. y. p. 85. 
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known that the lobster will lire for a long time out of 
water, provided the branchis are occasionally bathed, so 
as to keep them in a homid condition, whilst it will 
die veiy soon on being confined in a small quantity of 
water, without access to air. 

There has been conaderable discrepancy in the state- 
ments of different anatomists respecting the circulation in 
the Crustacea. Messrs. Audouin and Milne Edwards * 
have considered that ^ no other than the two great bran- 
chial veins terminate in the heart, and, consequently, only 
pure aerated or arterial blood is propelled by it over the 
general system ; the circulation is, in fact, the same as in 
the Gasteropodotts MoUusca ; the ventricle is exclusively 
systemic, and is provided with only two venous aper- 
tures.^' Such is a summary of their opinion. The fact, 
however, that the circulation is of a mixed kind was evi- 
dently known to Hunter, and has been elaborately demon- 
strated by Professor Owen in his more recent researches.f 
A reference to the engravings from the Hunterian draw- 
ings in the collection of the Royal College of Surgeons,^ 
to that of the heart of the lobster by Professor Owen in 
his lectures above referred to, and to the respective de- 
scriptions of these figures, will show ^^ that the heart, 
instead of being purely systemic, is partly branchial, and 
impels the blood, not through the body only, but also to 
the respiratory organs.'* 

* Recherche! Anatomiqaes et PhjsiologiqaeB snr la Circulation dans lea 
Crottac^s. Ann. des Sc. Nat. t. ii. 

t LectoreB on the Comparative Anatomy and Physiology of the Inrertebr. 

t Catalogue of the Physiological Series of Comparatire Anatomy contained 
in the Museum of the Royal College of Sui^geons, yoL ii. Copied in Professor 
Rymer Jones*t ** Animal Kingdom/' pp. 333-336. 
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*^ We may trace/^ says Professor Owen,^ '' in the heart 
of the Crustacea, a gradational series of forms, from the 
elongated, median, dorsal vessel, to the short, broad and 
compact muscular ventricle in the lobster and the crab. 
In all the Crustacea, as in all the other articulate animals, 
the heart is situated immediately beneath the skin of the 
back, above the intestinal tube, and is retained in situ by 
lateral pyramidal muscles. In the loirer, elongated, many- 
jointed species of the Edriophthalmous Crustacea the heart 
presents its vasiform character: it is broadest and most 
compact in the crab. In this series we may trace a 
general correspondence in the progressive development 
of the vascular as of the nervous system, concomitant 
with the concentration of the external segments, and 
the progressive compactness in the form of the entire 
body." 

Corresponding with the view which has been taken of 
the gradual condensation of the segments of the body 
and the centralization of the viscera, is that of the nervous 
system as seen in the various forms of Crustacea as they 
rise in the scale of organization. An elaborate detailed 
description of all the gradations formed the substance of 
an admirable essay f by the distinguished naturalists so 
often quoted, of whose labours an excellent abstract is 
given by my friend Professor Rymer Jones, in his " Ani- 
mal Kingdom.^ t 

In Talitrus, where the insectiform arrangement is the 
most obvious, and where every pair of ganglia consists of 

• L. c p. 180. 

t Metm. Andonin et Milno Edwards, ''Recherches Aoatomiqaet ror le 
Syiteme Nenrenz des Crnitac^s.*^ Ann. des Sc. Nat. t. ziv. 
t L. c. p. 337. 
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two separate nuclei of nervous substance, united by a 
transverse band, with an anterior and posterior nervous 
filament uniting each to the antecedent and succeeding 
pairs, the number of ganglia (thirteen) coincides with that 
of the segments of the body. Proceeding upwards, a 
condensation, both lateral and longitudinal, of certain of 
the ganglia is found to be coincident with the concentra- 
tion of the rings, until in the crab the whole of the abdo- 
minal and thoracic ganglia become concentrated into one 
mass, from which the nerves radiate in a most beautiful 
manner to the parts about the mouth, the limbs, &c. 
The conclusions to which their elaborate researches have 
conducted Messrs. Audouin and Mihie Edwards are thus 
given : — 

" Lo systdme nerveux des Crustac^s se compose tou- 
jours de noyaux m^dullaires dont le nombre normal est 
6gal k celui des membres, et toutes les modifications qtfon 
y rencontre d6pendent principalement de rapprochemens 
plus ou moins complets de ces noyaux, agglomeration qui 
s'opere des cdt6s vers la ligne m^diane en meme temps 
que dans la direction longitudinale, mais peuvent tenir 
aussi en partie a un arret de developpement dans un 
certain nombre de ces noyaux."* 

The organ of hearing is found only in the higher forms 
of this class. In the larger Decapoda, and particularly 
in the brachyurous group, it is very easily seen, on re- 
moving a little crastaceous plate in the basal joint of the 
second antennee, and thus exposing a small cavity. This 
operculum is pierced by a small oval opening, covered 
with a membrane ; and in the Macroura, the whole closure 

* Hi»t. Nat. des Crustacea, t i. p. 147. 
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is membranous. Within the cavity and immediately be- 
hind the little opening before mentioned, is a minute 
yeacle filled with fluid, which conveys the vibrations to 
a branch of the antennal nerve, which is expanded 
upon the vesicle. This is the simple apparatus; but 
it is suflicient to receive and convey to the sensorium 
the imperfect sonorous vibrations to which they are 
sobject. 

The visual oigan is essentially similar to that of in- 
sects. Hie eyes are compound in all the higher forms, 
and those of the Edriophthalma do not differ essentially 
fiom those of the Podophthalma, excepting in the ab- 
sence of those movable peduncles by which the eyes of 
the latter are distinguished. The optic nerve, the lenses, 
the facets of the cornea, the pigment, are alike in all, and 
in all res^nble generally the same organs in insects. 
There is one peculiarity, however, which is found in 
certain species which live in such places as are inacces- 
sible to light, or to such degrees of it as would render 
eyes in any way useful. In Calocarit, for instance, a 
little prawn-like animal, inhabiting veiy deep water, and 
ordinarily immersed in mud, the eyes and their peduncles 
do not differ in form firom those of the other Palsemo- 
{ndse; but the vision is wanting. There is no pigment, 
there are no corneal facets; the organ is evidently rudi- 
mentary and merely formal. Mr. Westwood has recently 
made known through the Linnean Society a form of 
Edriophthalma, inhabiting a deep well, a species in which 
there is no external appearance of eyes whatever ; Mr. 
Newport has, however, by his accustomed accuracy of 
dissection, shewn that in this case also, a rudimentary 
visual organ exists underneath the cephalic crust. 



XXXll INTRODUCTION. 

The propagation of the Crastacea proper is invariably 
oviparouSi and the sexes are distinct. The reproductiFe 
organs in either sex are double, the two elements being 
perfectly similar, and occupying a corresponding position 
on each side of the median line. The two are wholly 
independent of each other, having no communication 
even to the efferent opening, there being one of them to 
each. Dr. Milne Edwards mentions the following curious 
fact: — *' Cette ind6pendance des deux moities de Tappareil 
do g6n6ration est si complete qu'on a vu un cas, oH Tun 
dcs c6t68 6tait male et Tautre femelle, sans que cette 
monstruosit6 eut entraine aucune autre perturbation sen- 
sible dans la conformation de ces organes.*** They are 
very similar in arrangement, position, and general relation 
to the other organs in the two sexes. 

In most cases the eggs are carried by the female until 
they are hatched; but in some they are previously de- 
posited in the sand. In diflferent families the eggs are 
carried by the mother attached to different parts of the 
body. In the Decapoda they are borne on the under 
side of the abdomen, attached to the abdominal false 
feet. In the genus Afym, a pouch is formed at the base 
of the posterior thoracic legs,t in which the eggs remain 
until the young are excluded. In Thyaanopoday another 
genus of the Mysidse, they are contained in two oval 
purses, depending from the same part.]: 

* HUt. des Cnut. t. i. p. 165. t See p. 336. X See p. 346. 
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ON EXUVIATION AND THE RESTORATION OF LOST 

LIMBS. 

The fact tbat the throwing off of the old integument and 
its replacement by a new one during the growth of the 
animal, takes place in all the Crustacea as necessarily 
and as constantly as in insects during their larva condi- 
tion, has long been known, and as long has excited the 
admiration of all who take any interest in natural phe- 
nomena. That an animal covered by integument of the 
hard, solid, almost stony consistence as that of the lobster 
and the crab, for example, should have the power of with- 
drawing itself from its shell, leaving it, to all appearance, 
as perfect as before, with the carapace, the abdomen, the 
limbs, the eyes, the antennae, and even the stomachal 
teeth, and other internal shelly organs, whole and entire, 
and in their former relative situation and condition, is 
one of the most interesting, and, at first sight, one of the 
most perplexing and inexplicable, of all the phenomena 
of voluntary action. 

The first clear and satisfactory observations on this 
subject were made by Reaumur,^ whose unexampled 
accuracy and truthfiilness is attested by the fact that of 
all the observations made by himself alone, far exceeding 
those of any other naturalist of past or present times, 
and occupying, in their published form, numerous large 
quarto volumes, scarcely one has ever been contravened 
by subsequent credible observers, whilst they have formed 
the substance of half the numerous compilations on in- 
sect life, acknowledged or otherwise, which have appeared 
since his time. 

* M^nu de TAcad. det Sc 1712, |>. 226, and 17)8, p. 263. 
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The necessity for the process in question is so erident, 
8eeing that, without it, there would be no posable means 
of allowing the gradual growth of the animal, that it is 
matter of surprise that it should hare ever been doubted, as 
it appears to hare been by a distinguished entomologist, 
more especially of late years, when so many conclusive 
observations have been made of the fact. There is no 
doubt that in many of the higher forms it takes place 
annually, with great regularity,* until the growth is com- 
pleted, which in many species is not the case before the 
animal is many years old. This is proved by the extent 
to which the size increases by each moult, compared 
with the difference between the young and the old ani- 
mal ; and it is evident that after the growth has reached 
its maximum the crust ceases to be changed, from the 
fact which I have seen in several instances, as in the 
common crab, the lobster, and some others, where the 
carapace of the still living creature was the seat of bar- 
nacles so large, that several years must probably have 
been required for attaining their existing size. 

The observations of Reaumur to which I have alluded, 
and those of subsequent naturalists, and especially of 
Mr. Couch, furnish us with the following history of tliis 
curious process. 

When the animal by gradual internal increase has 
become too large for its existing covering, it ceases for a 
time to feed, and retires to a secret and undisturbed situa- 
tion, where it may undergo the process in security. If it 
be examined at this time, an evident loosening of the 

* Some recent observations by Mr. Wnrrington shew that in the common 
prawn, the moult is much more frequent ; he has noticed its occurrence with 
much regukrity, every twelve days, in the summer. 
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crust may be perceived, upon pressing it gently in dif- 
ferent parts. Shortly afterwards, — and this description 
belongs particularly to the river cray-fish, — it appears 
uneasy and restless, rubbing its limbs against each other, 
and moving the segments of the body in various direc- 
tions. It throws itself on its back, and, swelling out its 
body, ruptures the membrane which connects the cara- 
pace with the abdomen, and raises the former, so as to 
loosen it from its attachments. Resting from time to 
time after its laborious efforts, it finally detaches the 
whole ihoraco-abdominal portion, from which it withdraws 
itself, having, with much apparent difficulty and pain, 
disengaged the legs, and then the antennae, the eyes, and 
other appendages. It is impossible to imagine that the 
crust of the legs, and especially of the great claws of the 
larger species, could be cast off unless it were susceptible 
of being longitudinally split; and Reaumur states that 
such is actually the case; each of the segments being 
composed of two longitudinal pieces, which, after sepa- 
rating to allow of the passage of the soft limb, close again 
so accurately that it is very difficult, in the cast crust, 
to discover the line of division. When the animal has 
disembarrassed itself of the crust, the latter is found abso- 
lutely entire, and has exactly the form which it possessed 
previous to the operation. In a recent interesting ac- 
count of the exuviation of a Maia,^ Mr. Gosse has, how- 
ever, shewn that in this brachyurous form, no such split- 
ting of the legs takes place, but that " the animal pulled 
first at one and then at another, until they were quite out, 
as if from boots. The joints as they came out were a great 
deal larger than the cases from which they proceeded. It 

* Annalt of Nat. Hist. 2nd Sen vol. x. p. 210. 

c 2 
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was evident that, in this instance, neither were the shells 
split to afford a lateral passage for the limbs, nor were the 
limbs reduced to tenuity by emaciation.^ The new in- 
tegument is at first soft and membranous, but speedily 
becomes encrusted with calcareous matter, and as hard 
as the former. The additional size which is gained by 
each moult is very striking, and I have often felt, on 
seeing a newly-emancipated crab by the side of the shell 
which it had just shed, that, were not the fact absolutely 
ascertained by observation, it would appear physically im- 
possible that the larger body could have so recently been 
contained within so small a case. Reaumur supposed 
that even the hairs with which the surface is in many 
species fiirnished, were contained within the cast crust; 
but Dr. Milne Edwards asserts that such is not the case ; 
stating that th^y are not at first obvious on the surface of 
the new shell, but ^' sont rentr^s k Tint^rieur, comme le 
doigt d'un gant qui serait retoume sur lui-meme ! " If we 
open, says this author, a Maia a short time before the 
commencement of the moult, we find between the exist- 
ing shell and the '^ chorion '* a membranous layer, which 
resembles condensed cellular tissue, and which becomes 
thicker and more solid, as the period of moult approaches; 
it is evidently secreted by the chorion, and is moulded 
upon the shell which covers it. In the common crab 
{Cancer Pagurus\ and some others of similar form, it 
would appear that the carapace, instead of being cast 
entire, divides at the junction of the epimera with the 
dorsal piece or tergum ; a fact which I have often seen in 
many species, particularly in the larger Grapsidae, which, 
from their form, could not possibly withdraw the body 
without such a separation. 
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In the accoant of the great crab, p. 62, I have stated 
that the male lies in wait for the female previoos to and 
daring her moult, and seizes her as soon as this is ac- 
complished, whilst she is still weak and enfeebled by 
the process; and I hare so commonly seen the male 
and female shore-crab (Carcinus Mtenas) in conjunction 
when the latter is still soft, that there can be no doubt 
that this is a general, although certainly not a constant 
habit. 

A no less curious and interesting process than that 
above described, is the voluntary casting of the limbs, 
and the restoration of such as have been thus lost bv the 

m 

animal^s will, or by accident. Reaumur in this case also 
was the first to make any correct and scientific researches 
on the subject, and his statements, full of interest, will be 
found in the earlier of the two memoirs already quoted. 
My fiiend Mr. Couch has subsequently extended these 
observations, which will be found embodied in my account 
of the habits of the lobster at page 245. 

On this subject an interestiug paper was read before 
the Wemerian Society of Edinburgh by Mr. H. Goodsir, 
in December, 1843 ; and to the details which I have given 
in the place above mentioned, I would merely add a short 
abstract of Mr. H. Goodsir's paper:* 

^ It has long been known that the animals belonging to 
this class have the power of reproducing parts of their 
body which have been accidentally lost. If one of the more 
distant phalanges of a limb be torn oflf, the animal has 
the power of throwing the remaining part of the limb oflf 
altogether. This separation is found to take place always 
at one spot only, near the basal extremity of the first 

* Anoalf of Nat. Hist. toL ziii p. 67. 
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phalanx. The author has found that a small glandular- 
like body exists at this spot in each of the limbs, which 
supplies the germs for future legs, lliis body completely 
fills up the cavity of the shell for the extent of about half 
an inch in length. The microscopic structure of this glan- 
dular-like body is very peculiar, consisting of a great 
number of large nucleated cells, which are interspersed 
throughout a fibro-gelatinous mass. A single branch of 
each of the great vessels, accompanied by a branch of 
nerve, runs through a small foramen near the centre of 
this body, but there is no vestige of either muscle or 
tendon, the attachments of which are at each extremity. 
In fact, this body is perfectly defined, and can be turned 
out of the shell without being much injured. 

** When the limb is thrown ofi*, the blood-vessels and 
nerve retract, thus leaving a small cavity in the new-made 
surface. It is from this cavity that the germ of the future 
leg springs, and is at first seen as a nucleated cell. A 
cicatrix forms over the raw surface caused by the separa- 
tion, which afterwards forms a sheath for the young leg.'^ 

METAMORPHOSIS. 

One of the most marked characters by which this class 
was long considered as distinguished firom that of insects, 
was the supposed absence of any such change of form, 
during the progress of development after exclusion from 
the egg, as is ordinarily understood by the term metamor- 
phosis; and Dr. Leach, in his definition of the class,* 
formally adopts this character, which has been repeatedly 
recognised by others. 

* Encycl. Brit, Art. Crustacea. 
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It was in the year 1823 that Mr. Vaughan Thompson, 
whose name is now identified with the discovery, follow- 
ing np an observation made by Slabber, a Dutch natu- 
ralist, as long ago as 1768, and published ten years after- 
wards, established the remarkable fact that those ano- 
malous forms which constituted the genus Zoea of Bosc, 
are nothing more than the early or larva condition of the 
higher Crustacea. It will readily be imagined that no 
small excitement was produced in the scientific world by 
the announcement of a discovery which, followed up, as it 
afterwards was, with equal intelligence and perseverance, 
and with corresponding success, may claim for its author 
a place amongst the few observers who, from a single 
phenomenon, have been led'to the establishment of gene- 
ralisations and laws of the highest importance. 

Notwithstanding, however, the credit is due to Mr. 
Thompson of having carried out the suggestion to its full 
development, it was undoubtedly to the Dutch naturalist 
that he was indebted for the ascertained fact that the 
anomalous creatures on which Bosc afterwards founded 
his genus Zoea pass by metamorphosis into a difierent 
and a higher form. 

Before I proceed with the further history of this dis- 
covery, I think it right to show the grounds of Slabber's 
claim, which had been wholly overlooked as to its results, 
and which, in consequence of an error arising from de- 
ficient information, Mr. Thompson himself, in the first 
place, much depreciated, without, a» far as I am aware, 
having afterwards taken any opportunity of correcting 
the misapprehension. It was, then, in the year 1778 
that Slabber published a small work, in which occurs 
a description with figures of a new crustacean animal 
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(fig. a,) to which the 
name ofZoea Taurus was 
afterwards given, HaviDg 
taken at sea several spe- 
cimens of this singular 
creature, he placed one 
of them (a) in sea water, 
which he constantly re- 
newed, for the purpose 
of ohservation, and, " on 
the third day, finding its 
movement become slower 
1 colour paler, he suhjected it to the microscope, 
* and found to his surprise 
that the anterior part of 
the animal had changed 
its form, and on the fourth 
day it had actitured the 
appearance represented 
in fig. b, so that, together 
with the other individuals 
he had taken, it seemed 
to have experienced a 
complete metamorphosis; 
under this new form the 
dorsal spine hod disap- 
peared, the Croat spine 
bad become compara- 
Uvely small, the antenns 
were rendered conspi- 
cuous, the feet and eyea 
were apparently more de- 
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reloped, and the tail had changed from forked to spatu- 
late, fringed by a row of thirteen short spines."" It would 
certainlj seem that this plain and simple statement, sup- 
ported as it was in many respects by Mr. Thompson's 
own subsequent observations, can scarcely justify the 
conclusion to which that gentleman is led,* "that Slabber 
lost his Zoea, in changing the sea water, and that the 
new form came from the added portion."^ But the truth 
of Slabbei's statement, and, consequently, the evidence 
of the correctness and originality of his discovery, are 
very strongly proved by the almost absolute identity of 
the second form of his animal with that of several species 
subsequently observed; and particularly of the ditch- 
prawn, PaUBtnon varians^ as figured by Capt. Du Cane.f 
It was, however, from this observation of Slabber that 
Mr. Thompson, in the year 1823, was induced to carry 
out the investigation. In the spring of the previous year, 
as he informs us, in the harbour of Cove, he first met with 
Zoeas, and that in considerable abundance ; and " in the 
year following, at the same season, one of considerable size 
occurred, amongst a number of smaller ones, and, judging it 
fiill grown, he considered it a fit subject to keep for the 
purpose of witnessing the metamorphosis observed by 
Slabber^' &c. The metamorphosis was interrupted by 
the death of the animal when in the act of undergoing 
it; but it had advanced sufficiently to show that the 
animal belonged to the Brachyura, and the portion which 
was observed, contained all the five feet on one side, 
the anterior foot being furnished with a perfect claw; 
and it appears now more than probable that the form into 

* Zool. Researches, p. 8. t Ann. Nat. Hist. toI. ii. pi. 6. 
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which it was passing was that of Megalopa, to which 
further reference will be presently made. 

Here, then, was the first decided demonstration ; but 
any doubt which might be supposed to appertain to an 
incomplete fact, was shortly removed by Mr. Thompson's 
success in hatching the ova of the common crab. Cancer 
PoffuruSy the product of which were true Zoeas. 

Subsequent observations by Mr. Thompson confirmed 
his new views, and he established the truth of a metamor- 
photic change in several genera; the results of his re- 
searches being given to the world in a subsequent portion 
of his Zoological Researches, in the *^ Entomological Ma- 
gazine,"* in " Jameson's Journal," t and particularly in a 
paper read before the Royai Society in 1835, and pub- 
lished in the ^^Philosophical Transactions,'' in which 
details are given of the complete changes in Carcinus 
MasnaSy the common shore crab, which establish the fur- 
ther interesting and important fact, that while the animal 
appears under the aspect of a Zoea on its first exclusion 
from the egg, it undergoes a further change into a true 
Megalopa before its final assumption of the perfect form : 
showing that this supposed genus also, which was formed 
by Leach, is, like Zoea, only a phase of a higher type. 
Thus, in its progress from the egg to its final development, 
the brachyurous crustacean was proved to pass through 
two temporary conditions, which had previously been 
regarded as tjrpes, not of genera only, but of different 
families ; and both strikingly dissimilar from the group to 
which, in its perfect state, it really belongs. 

The new doctrine was not received at once with im- 
plicit assent. Mr. Westwood, in a paper read before the 

• Vol. iii. pp. 85, 275, 370, 452. f For 1846. 
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Royal Society in June, 1835,* not only contests the uni- 
versality of the law, which Mr. Thompson had somewhat 
too hastily, perhaps, deduced from his facts, but concludes 
that that gentleman's views are erroneous, and that ^^ no 
exception occurs to the general law of development in the 
Crustacea — namely, that they undergo no change of form 
sufficiently marked to warrant the application to them of 
the term metamorphosis.'^ 

This hasty, and, as the result has proved, very pre- 
mature condemnation, derived some primd facie supports 
from the elaborate investigations of Rathke on the deve- 
lopment of the embryo in the ova of the river cray-fish, 
Astacus JlumatiliSf and the subsequent observations of 
Mr. Brightwell on that of the lobster, which latter, how- 
ever, have since been only partially verified by Rathke, 
and are, indeed, modified in some particulars by Mr. R. 
Couch. To these I shall have occasion to refer more 
particularly hereafter ; it is sufficient now to observe, that 
in both instances the animal was stated to be perfected by 
gradual development, and not by any sudden change of 
form. These, if even the statements were fully borne 
out, have since been proved to be merely exceptional 
cases ; and not only is Mr. Rathke's assumed general 
support of Mr. Westwood's objections completely re- 
moved, but that distinguished physiologist himself volun- 
teers his strong testimony in favour of the opposite views 
in a subsequent paper, in which he says that he hastens 
the publication of these new researches respecting the 
development of several other forms of Crustacea, one of 
which is the lobster, ^' in order, as soon as possible, to 
record a testimony to the correctness of Thompson's dis- 

• Phil. Trans. 1835, p. 311. 
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covery, that even the Decapods, after they have already 
quitted the egg, undergo a very considerable metamor- 
phosis;^ and, in conclusion, he adds, " from the notices 
which I have here briefly communicated respecting the 
development of some Decapods, it results that several of 
these animals, as first discovered and described by Thomp- 
son, undergo a very considerable and highly remarkable 

metamorphosis I, therefore, confess that I 

have done Thompson injustice in not putting faith in that 
discovery." And he then states his intention " next 
spring, partially to subject his researches on the cray-fish 
to revision."* There is one apparent anomaly, however, 
on which Mr. Westwood dwells with some plausible show 
of reason, and on which it may be well to offer a few 
remarks. 

Amongst the specimens of Crustacea, preserved in 
spirits, which formed part of the collection of the late 
Rev. Lansdown Guilding, and which came into my pos- 
session after his death, was one of the abdomen of a 
female land crab, GecarcinuSj to which were attached 
numerous young, in their perfect form, and very similar, 
excepting in size, to the parent. Here, then, was a case 
in which, it may at once be granted, no external and 
independent metamorphosis, at least, had taken place; 
and on this, with the other instances above alluded to, 
Mr. Westwood founds his principal argument against the 
doctrine enunciated by Mr. Thompson. But may not 
this probably be an analogous phenomenon to that of the 
land salamanders amongst the amphibia? And, as in 
that instance, where the parent has no opportunity 

* Wiegmann^b ArcluT. part iii. 1840. Tnuulated In Ann. Nat. Hist. toL ti- 
pp. 263-268. 
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of depositing her eggs in the water, where, in the more 
tjpical forms, the young undergo the transformations 
essential to the whole group, the changes take place in 
the oviduct; so may not the young of the land crab, 
whose habils require them to be speedily in a condition 
to leave the coast where they are hatched, formally un- 
dergo the metamorphosis within the egg? This being 
granted, it would be as reasonable to deny the pheno- 
menon of transformation in the amphibia generally, be- 
cause the young of the salamander are brought forth in 
the perfect state, as to deny its occurrence in the Crusta- 
cea, on the analogous exceptional case of the terrestrial 
GecarciniM* 

I do not consider it necessary to examine at any detail 
the *^ six arguments^ which Mr.Westwood adduces '^against 
the metamorphosis into crabs which the Zoes are stated 
to undergo,^^ since the facts, exactly as related by Mr. 
Thompson, have been so fully confirmed by subsequent 
observers. Indeed, I prefer referring to the whole of 
Mr. Westwood^s elaborate examination of the question, 
for the information of those who may have the curiosity 
to see how much may plausibly be urged against the 
truth of a theory, so irrefragably supported by facts. It 
is sufficient to say that Mr. Westwood does not attempt 
to bring forward a single investigation or observation of 
his own in support of his views, with the exception of 
that of the land crab, already mentioned.f 

* Mr. Thompson, in the case of Geoareinw^ as in that of some other West- 
Indian species, depended for his infonnation npon some specimens of female 
enba with matured ote being sent to him in spirits. The ambigiions character 
of inch observations may warrant us in eliminating them at once from the 
questioiu 

t I have thought it necessary to examine Mr. Wcstwood's objections at 
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But Mr. Westwood was not the only one who demurred 
to the correctness of Mr. Thompson's conclusion. In the 
first volume of Milne Edwards's admirable "History of Crus- 
tacea,''* this author says, " Les Decapodes paraissent tons 
naitre avec la s^rie complete de leurs anneaux et leuis 
membres ;" and in a note occurs the following opinion on 
the earliest researches of Mr. Thompson. " Suivant M. 
Thompson, les Decapodes 6prouveraient de veritable me- 
tamorphoses, car ce naturaliste regarde I'animal connu 
sous le nom de Zo6 comme 6tant le jeune du crabe 
commun de nos cotes. Mais cette opinion n'est pas 
6tay6e d'observations assez precises pour entrainer la 
conviction." 

It is remarkable that this distinguished naturalist's ulti- 
mate convictions were derived from his own observation ; 
and it is difficult to account for such a discrepancy when 
we consider the high character of the dissentient, and the 
means which were placed in his hands for determining the 
question ; for in consequence of the interest which it ex- 
cited amongst the scientific men of France, Dr. Milne 
Edwards was deputed with another naturalist, to repair 
to the Isle de Rh6 for the express purpose of settiing the 
disputed point, and he arrived, as we learn, at the conclu- 
sion above stated. 

■ome length p on acronnt of Uut gentleman^s deterred eminence as a profound 
entomologist, and because I believe that he has noTer published any recanUtion 
of the opinions stated in his paper. I hare, howerer, before me, a letter from 
him to mjseli; dated Sept, 1844, in which the following passage occurs, showing 
that his conrictions on this subject had imdeigone a mateiial change : — * I be- 
lieve it will torn oat, following the nonnal rale of derelopment of the embryo, 
that at a certain period aU the Decapods are Zoes?, and that Mune are bom (i.e. 
escape from the egg) in that state^ but that othen are not bora until a late 
period of dcTelopment, that is, when the true legs and claws are disengaged." 
♦ P. 198. 
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Sabseqaendy to the researches above-meiitioned, the late 
Capt. Da Cane inFestigated the development of the shore 
crab, Carcinus MiBnas^ and of the Ditch Prawn, Palemon 
rarianSy with complete success ; establishing in each of 
these forms the truth of Mr. Thompson's position. Mr. 
H. Goodmr also examined, with similar results, the former 
species. But by far the most complete illustration of the 
subject and the most extensive proofs of the general 
law, are afforded by the researches of my friend, Mr. 
Richard Q. Couch, of Penzance, who, dissatisfied with 
the uncertainty and contradiction of former testimony, 
resolved to investigate the matter for himself; and this 
he effected with a degree of acumen and perseverance 
which characterise all his researches, and by which the 
tmlh of the doctrine is fully established, as regards 
the genera Cancer^ Zanihoj Pilumnus^ Carcinus^ Por^ 
iunus, Polybiusy Malay Galatheay HomaruSy and PaU- 
nurus — a goodly number to have been investigated by 
one observer — and of some of these he watched every 
change. These results were published in two Memoirs, 
read to the Cornwall Polytechnic Society in 1843; in 
which the author takes a clear and fair view of the whole 
subject, and comes to his decision with a host of evidence 
suflScient to set the substantive question entirely at rest. 
Unfortunately, the useful local publication in which these 
memoirs appeared, is so much confined in its circulation 
that it has probably fallen into the hands of but few 
naturalists. 

I have felt it desirable to give a more extended history 
of the discovery, as, with the exception of Mr. R. Couch's 
first memoir just referred to, no such digest has ever been 
placed at one view before the world. I now proceed to 
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examine the actual results, and to endeavour to reduce the 
facts already known to some order. 

It will be inferred from the previous account, that there 
are considerable variations in the character of the meta- 
morphosis of different families, and that in the case of 
Astacus JluviatiliSy there appears at present to exist even 
an abrupt and isolated exception to the general law. As 
this is the only case at present in which such exception 
has been established, I refer my readers for further in- 
formation on this subject to the work of Mr. Rathke 
himself,* which constitutes one of the most complete 
and elaborate monographs in existence, illustrated in 
the most beautiful and perfect manner; and to the 
full and satisfactory analysis of the work by Milne 
Edwards in the first volume of his ^^ History of the 
Crustacea.'^ 

Eliminating, therefore, this exceptional case, it will be 
found that the fact of a metamorphosis has been demon- 
strated with more or less success in no less than seven- 
teen genera of the Brachyurous order of the Decapoda 
— in which order the phenomenon is most decided and 
obvious — belonging to the families LeptopodiadcByMaiadiBf 
CanceridcBy PoriunidcB, PinnotheridcBy GrapsidUSj and Ge^ 
carcinida. In the Anomourous order, it has been shown 
in the genera Pagurus, Porcellana, and Galatheaj and 
amongst the Macroura in HomaruSj PalinuruSy Palemany 
and Crangon, 

The facilities which everywhere exist for procuring 
the common shore crab, Carcinus McenaSy have occa- 

* Untenuchengen neber die Bildung und Entwickcbeig de« Flusskrebaet^von 
Heinrich Rathke. Folio. Leipzig. 182P. 
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sioned it to be more fully inyestigated than any other ; 
and it may, therefore, be taken as the type of the process 
amongst the Brachyura. Thus it was the first form in 
which the Megalopoid period was observed by Mr. 
Thompson ;* it was four years afterwards described in its 
zoeform state by Capt. du Cane, who, it appears, was not 
acquainted with Mr. Thompson's paper ; it has occupied 
the attention of Mr. H. Goodsir; and it forms the subject 
of Mr. R. Couch's elaborate and very complete re- 
searches. To the latter of these, as embodying all that 
is at present known on the subject, and as being the 
result of the personal observation of so intelligent and 
acute an observer, I shall have recourse for the general 
description of this process in the Brachyura* In the first 
place it appears that Mr. Couch met with the young Zoes 
already hatched ; and even then he had the satisfaction of 
finding them pass into the Megalopoid condition described 
by Thompson. Afterwards, however, he procured some 
specimens of the crab itself laden with ripe ova, just 
ready for shedding; and he then proceeds with the 
accoant of his observations: — 

" These were transferred to captivity, placed in sepa- 
rate basins, and supplied with sea water, and in about 
sixteen hours I had the gratification of finding large 
numbers of the creatures alluded to above, swimming 
about with all the activity of young life. There could be 
but little doubt that these creatures were the young of 
the captive crabs. In order, however, to secure accuracy 
of result, one of the crabs was removed to another 
vessel, and supplied with filtered water, that all insects 
might be removed ; but in about an hour the same crea- 

* Phil. TianB. ut supra. 
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turcs were observed swimmiiig about as before. To 
render the matter, if possible, still more certain, some 
of the ova were opened, and the embryos extracted; bat 
shortly afterwards I had the pleasure of witnessing, be* 
neath the microscope, the natural bursting and escape 
of one precisely similar in form to those found so abun- 

Pig* <!• dantly in the water. Thus, 

then, there is no doubt 
that these grotesque* 
looking creatures are the 
young of the Carcinus 
M^nas; but how diffe- 
rent they are from the 
adult need hardly be 
pointed out any further 
than by referring to the 
fig. (c). When they first 
escape they rarely exceed 
half a line in length. The 
body is ovoid, the dorsal shield large and inflated, on its 
upper edge and about the middle is a long spine, curved 
posteriorly and rather longer than the diameter of the 
body, though it varies in length in dijflferent specimens ; 
it is hollow, and the blood may be seen circulating 
through it. The upper portion of the body is sap- 
green, and the lower semi-transparent. The eyes are 
large, sessile, and situated in front, and the circum- 
ference of the pupil marked with radiating lines. The 
lower margin of the shield is waved, and at its posterior 
and lateral margin, is a pair of natatory feet. The tail 
is extended, longer than the diameter of the shield, 
and is composed of five equal annulatious, beside the 
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terminal one; its extremity is forked, and the external 
angles long, slender, pointed, and attached to the last 
annulation by joints. Between the external angles, and 
on each side of the median line, are three lesser spines, 
also attached to the last ring by joints. Between the 
eyes, and from near the edge of the shield, hangs a long, 
stoat, and somewhat compressed appendage, which, as the 
animal moves, is reflexed posteriorly between the claws. 
Under each eye there is also another appendage, shorter, 
and slightly more compressed. The claws are in three 
pairs ; each is composed of three joints, and terminates in 
four long, slender, hair-like appendages. These claws are 
generally bent on the body, but stand in relief from it. 
If the animal be viewed in front, the lower margin of the 
dorsal shield will be found to be waved into three semi- 
circular festoons, the two external of which are occupied 
by the eyes, and between which the middle one inter- 
venes ; the general direction of the claws will be seen to 
be at right angles to the body. As the young lies en- 
closed within the membranes of the egg, the claws are 
folded on each other, and the tail is flexed on them so far 
as the margin of the shield, and, if long enough, is re- 
flected over the front of the shield between the eyes. 
The dorsal spine is bent backwards, and lies in contact 
with the dorsal shield; for the young, when it escapes 
(from the egg, is quite soft, but it rapidly hardens and 
solidifies by the deposition of calcareous matter, in what 
may be called its skin. The progress of this solidifica- 
tion may be very beautifully observed by watching the 
circulation in the dorsal spine. When the creature has 
just effected its liberation from the egg, the blood glo- 
bules may be seen ascending to the apex ; but as the 

d 2 
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consoUd^OQ advances, the circulation becomes more 
and more limited in its extent, and is finally confined 
to the base. These minate creatarea, in this early state 
of their existence, are natatory, and wonderfiilly active. 
They are cootinttally swimmiDg from one part of the 
vessel to the other, and when observed firee in their native 
pools, if posaible even more active than when in confine* 
ment. Their swimming is produced by continued flexions 
and exteusions of the tail, and by repeated beating mo- 
tions of their claws ; this, together with their grotesque- 
looking forms, gives them a most extraordinary appear- 
ance when under examination. As the shell becomes 




1 solid they get less active, and retire to the sand 
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at the bottom of the vessel, to cast their shells, and 
acquire a new form. They are exceedingly delicate, and 
require great care and attention to convey them through 
the first stage; for unless the water be supplied very 
frequently and in great abundance, they soon die. The 
second form of transmutation is equally as remarkable as 
the first, and quite as distinct from the adult animal (d). 
In the species now under consideration this second trans- 
formation is marked by the disappearance of the dorsal 
spine; the shield becomes flatter and more depressed, 
the anterior portion more horizontal and pointed, the 
three festoons having disappeared. The eyes, from being 
sessile, are now elevated on footstalks ; the infra-orbital 
appendages become apparently converted into antennae. 
The claws undergo an entire revolution; the first pair 
become stouter than the others, and are armed with a pair 
of nippers," the others being simple ; ^^ but the posterior 
pair are branched near the base, and one of the branches 
ends in a bushy tuft. The tail is greatly diminished 
in its relative size and proportions, and is sometimes 
partially bent under the body, but is more commonly 
extended. This form is as natatory as the first. They 
are frequently found congregating around floating sea- 
weed, the buoys and strings of the crab pot marks, and 
other floating substances, both near the shore and in 
deep water. Their general form somewhat resembles a 
Galathea.'* 

Every one will immediately recognise in this descrip- 
tion, and in the figure which accompanies it, the creature 
^pifyingthe genus Megalopa of Dr. Leach. Here, then, 
is the second form of a brachyurous type, and its final 
change is seen in the accompanying figure {e). It is 
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unnecessary to follow out the minor distinctions in the 
various brachyurous genera. It is sufficient to state that 
the investigations of Mr. Couch confirm fully the views of 
Thompson, by the establishment of a metamorphosis of 
similar character, as regards the first change, in the large 
edible crab, Cancer PaguruSj in PortunuSf and in several 
of the MaiadiB and LeptapodicuUB, There are some minor 
differences in the structure and form of the first stage of 
these as compared with that of CarcinuSj but they do 
not involve any important consideration. The curious 
little larva of Pinnotheres I have figured at p. 125, after 
Thompson, and as I have myself seen it. 

Amongst the oxyrhynchous forms there are some rather 
curious deviations from the type above described, par- 
ticularly in the absence, according to Mr. Couch's figures 
in the genus Maia, of the dorsal and frontal spines ; but 
these, as I understand Rathke's description, are found 
in the corresponding stage of the neighbouring genus 
Hyas; if this be so, it shows that the existence or 
absence of these spines is of little importance. 

In the Anomoura we have elaborate descriptions of the 
young stage of PaguruSy in the paper by Rathke already 
referred to, and in one by Dr. Philippi, with a figure.* 

• Ann. of Nat. Hist, vol vi. p. 92, pi. iii. f. 7, 8. 
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If this figure be correct, we have a remarkable approach 
in the general form of this species to that of some of the 
smaller Macroura, as observed by Mr. Thompson and 
Capt. Da Cane; but the details scarcely agree with the 
fhll and doubtless correct description of the former author. 
The researches of Mr. Rathke * are, in fact, of great 
value, as affording the only clue we have yet seen, to 
the homologies of the members which exist in this early 
condition of the animal. It appears firom this account, 
that the true feet are not represented by the three pairs 
of locomotive organs which are observed in the early 
stage, but that these are in fact developed into the foot- 
jaws of the adult. '^ Embryos about to escape have only 
three pairs of members that can serve for locomotion. 
All these six members are not, as might be expected, 
true feet in a lower state of development, but the foot- 
jaws. Of true legs, and also of branchiae, there does 
not yet exist a trace.*^ It is not until a subsequent period 
that these organs are formed, and, in fact, the whole 
account of the development of the young Poffurif as 
given by M. Rathke, is highly interesting, and would 
be particularly useful as a guide to those observers who 
might have the opportunity of watching the whole pro- 
gress of any of these animals from the egg to maturity. 
The most remarkable form of the larva amongst the 
Anomoura hitherto observed, and, indeed, one of the 
most anomalous in the whole Decapod group, is that of 
Parcellana platycheles, as described and figured by Mr. 
R. Couch, in his second Memoir. There is no appear- 
ance of either dorsal or frontal spines, in which respect 
it agrees with the Macroura, as it does also in the com- 

* Ann. of Nat. Hist. yoL tu p. 2G3. 
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pressed corselet, and the Urge, aessile eyes. On its 
first escape from the egg (6g.J), the 
feet are ia two pairs, dicbotomonsly 
branched and destitute of hairs ; 
the tail comparatively short, the 
terminal flap somewhat lozenge- 
shaped, and aimed with long, slen- 
der, bristle-like appendages. From 
ihe anterior part of the carapace hang 

two long, slender filaments which tnin under the thorax. 

In a few hours the first exuviation takes place, and the 

animal appears under a different aspect (fig. g). The 

Fig. s- 





branchial members are converted into two pairs of simple 
Fig.*. three -jointed tufled feet. The 

hairy tufls are appended only to 
the last joint. The terminal seg- 
ment of the six-jointed tail (fig. h) 
is expanded into a large quadrait> 
gular surface, the inferior mar- 
gin of which ia fringed with dx 
purs of long slender filaments. 
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But one of the most remarkable peculiarities of 
state of the animal is the existence of an exces* 
rirely long filament extending from abore the eyes 
and in front of the corselet : this is rough with minate 
spines, and appears, as Mr. Coach says, to be hollow. 
Two similar filaments, equally long, are attached to 
the post^or part of the corselet aboye the tail. 
From the repeated and careful observations of Mr. 
Couch there can be no doubt of their correctness, for 
he not only bred them repeatedly in filtered water, 
but succeeded in artificially extracting some fi'om the 
07a.* 

The metamorphosis in the Macroura generaUy is less 
strongly marked than in those forms to which we hare 
hitherto referred. Of these, the lobster, Hamams, the 
spiny lobster, PaUnurtUj the prawn, Palemon^ and the 
shrimp, CrangoHf haye been more or less fiilly observed. 
Mr. Brightwell did not consider the changes which he 
observed in the lobster such as to warrant the application 
of the term metamorphosis ; but even Mr. Rathke him- 
self, whose researches in the river 
species have ofiered the strongest 
aiguments to the opponents of this 
view, in his subsequent Memoir, 
adduces this, amongst other spe- 
cies, as an attestation of the truth 
of Mr. Thompson's theory. Mr. R. 
Couch's figure (fig. %) of the young 
lobster on its exit from the egg 
does not differ materially from that 
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* The larra of OdUdkea it fignred at p. 203, in illastiation of Mr. R. Coach *• 
ion at the preriont page. 
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of Gaiathea and Palinurut, excepting that on the snperior 
rings of the tail in the latter are situated fbar pairs of 
appendages (Gg. j). Upon this point Mr. Couch has the 
p. ■ foUoiring senuble remarks. 

" There is not certainly the 
same difference of conGgnra- 
tion between the yonog and 
adalt condition of these (the 
Macronra), as is fonnd to be 
tbe case with the short-tailed 
crabs, simply from the circumstance of the tail being 
extended in botfa states, and tbe claws also show a 
nearer approach to each other. But tfais similarity is 
more apparent than real, for tbe physiological difference 

is nearly as wide in one case as in the other 

Tbe form of tbe shield and the body generally, tbe 
sesule character of tbe eyes, and tbe long and slender 
filaments on the tail id i>a/in»nM, undergo an entire 
change in the transformation. Tbe shield and body 
become more depressed and elongated, the eyes be- 
come elevated on stout footstalks," &c. The sesule 
character of the eyes ia the early stage of all the Pa- 
dophikalma hitherto examined is a very remarkable and 
important character. 

The changes in the smaller decapod Macroura, repre- 
sented by tbe genus Paiemon, were Grst examined by 
Mr. Thompson, and formed tbe subject of a second 
paper read before the Royal Society in 1836. This paper, 
as well as that on Carcinut before referred to, appears 
not to have been known to the late Capt. du Cane, who 
baring amused the hours of a long illness by a number 
of interesting investigations on subjects of Natural His- 
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toiy, commnnicated two papers to the Annals of Natural 
Histoiy, on the Metamorphosis of Crustacea. To one of 
these, on Carcinus Manat, I have already alluded ; the 
other * contains a brief account of the transformaUon and 
derelopment of the ditch prawn, Palemon variant, in 
fonr stages, accompanied by excellent figures; and a still 
more slight one of the common shrimp, Crangon vul- 
garis, in its first st^e only. I give that author's figure 
of the first stage of the prawn (fig. k), in which the 
locomotive oi^ans are pro- Fig. t. 

bablf the homologues of the 
foot-jaws, and the rudiments 
of some of the troe feet ap- 
pear under the cephalo-tho- 
rax. The eyes are wholly 
sessile ; there is not the 
slightest appearance of ah- 
dominal members; and the 
nmple spatnlate form of 
the tail is remarkably dif- 
ferent fi'om the highly de- 
reloped aod complicated 
Btmcture of that organ in 
the adolt. 

The two following figures 
exhibit two successire states 
of the young animal, gra- 
dually approaching more 
and more to the adult con- 
dition. In Fig I, ia seen one of the serratures of the 




* Ann. Nat. Hiit. toI. ii. p. 173, pi. vi. and >i 




.3:«d. ibiF DBpoituit chuige 
in Uk eres from tbe 
K»l« to Ibe pedmi- 
cbUu foiB has now 
ttken place, the tne 
fc«t faare become 
tToIted, developed, 
and I iiitiTDtiij ab- 
dvimiiul Btembera am 
p«iveired, and in fig. 
M, all tbese derelop- 
ments an &r more ad- 
rancMl, and tbe animal 
bas neaitr apfmMched 
its final state. 

Such is, M &r as it 
appeared to me neces- 
saiT to detail it, tbe 
state of our present 
knowledge of this rery 
interesting phasein the 
economy of this class 
of animals. I hare 
entered more into de- 
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tail in the histoiy of the discorery, in order to do 
justice to those whose original and independent observa- 
tions led them to break throogh the tranunels of precon- 
ceiyed notions, and, notwithstanding mach opposition 
and some misrepresentation, persevered in prosecuting 
the investigation until the truth of the doctrine has been 
universally received.* 

It has not been my object, in the present Introduction, 
to enter into the details of the anatomy and physiology of 
the class of animals of which it treats. It has been con- 
sidered sufficient for my present purpose to offer a very 
slight sketch of the principal organs and their functions, 

* Daring the panage of port of tbu introduction throngli the piesa, I recmYed 
a eommnnkation from mj friend Mr. Coach, containing lome new obterrmtione 
on the derelopoient of the lobster. From theie obienrationa, and othen made 
on Caprella and other forms, Mr. Coach comes to the following conclnsions, 
which aue strongly ooniinpatory of the doctrine of arrested development, and 
are, in that point of view, reiy interesting. The original paper was read at 
the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. 

** So fitf as my ohserration has extended, it appears probable that the meta- 
moiphosis of the yonng in their progress to adult growth is not nniversal in all 
Crustaceans ; bat, on the contnry, that the fiimilies in which the eyes are always 
sessile in their adult growth, and which do not ezumte or Toluntarily throw off 
their limbs, are in the habit of producing their young perfectly formed ; and an 
opportonity that has occurred to me of observing the process of early develop* 
ment in the common lobster will tend to establish the existence of a law of 
Nature as applicable not only to it, but probably also to all the genera of this 
extensive fiunily or class — that is, the long-tailed Crustacea — which law is, that 
the greatest extent of metamorphosis is in those genera which are of the highest 
nnk in the series — that is, the short-tailed, or crabs — that, even at their birth, 
the long-taHed genera — as the lobster — approach more closely to the ultimate 
ferm of the parent ; and — what is still more extraordinary than all beside — that 
so jonp at tie lobtler in particular, rdaint (he eyes tesnfe, the progress of develop- 
ment andprmrth is conformed to what is the perpetual mode of groitdk of the 
permanently teerile-eyed racet; and it is only when the crust has become fully 
extended and hardened, and thus the exuviation is rendered necessary, that the 
epee beeome denoted on footstalks, and the adult firm and habit are completely 
established.'' 
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with reference, on the one hand, to the characters which 
are given of the different genera and species, in the body 
of the work, and, on the other, to their habits and mode 
of life. For those who seek for further information, I 
beg to refer to the excellent digest contained in Pro- 
fessor Rymer Joneses *^ Oatline of the Animal Kingdom,^ 
to Professor Owen^s admirable lectures on the Inver- 
tebrata, to Dr. Milne Edwards^s article Crustacea in 
Dr. Todd's ^^ Cyclop»dia of Anatomy and Physiology," and 
above all, to the great general work of the same author 
on the natural history of this class of animals.* In the 
introductory portion of that invaluable book, and in the 
general description of the different groups contained in 
the body of the work, will be found an immense fund of 
information, great part of which is original and based 
upon the actual dissection and observation of that distin- 
guished naturalist, and of his no less talented friend and 
coadjutor, Mons. Audouin. My obligations to this un- 
rivalled monograph will appear in every page of this little 
work, and demand my warmest acknowledgments. 

* HiBtoire Naturelle des Cnistac^, torn. iil. Paris, 1834. 



INDEX 


• 


fTbe fjBtennticiiaiDefl, indading the Lataa ffyiKMi]riB>» u^ printed ii 


A. 


OmMT <faiffe«2iiiM. 72. 


Mmm 


*f 


DepmnOor^ 101. 


AAmn CkadUs 10. 


9* 


d^itotet, 351. 


^loau ftMerafti, 330. 


«• 


DorttHemitf 13. 


AHmm deabaa^ 159. 


9f 


Z>roHM,369. 


A^JkmaOmmote^^lB. 


ft 


/hridmi^ 51. 


rt TtAer^ 27 1 - 


9» 


>facm<^,237. 


„ tivado^ 312. 


9* 


Gammanu, 242. 


n Spimm^ 284. 


99 


UrlMmt, 68. 


iitoni BamffuMB^ 208. 


99 


korridmt, 165. 


» BendkmlM, 171. 


99 


ik^n7>«t/w, 54. 


„ Oramg(m,26e. 


99 


Meuo-jerradff, 59. 


„ JbrnaHiitf 2Z7. 


99 


Meuwy 51. 


y, ^OMOTM, 213. 


99 


htipei, 85. 


„ •Mr»M,242. 


99 


JiMi^noormfy 193. 


n wftflOPWt, 261. 


99 


AfoKi, 39, 165. 


n A'orv09>eii«,251. 


99 


ffumrfw, 135. 


n temitef , 302. 


99 


McBmaMy76, 


sy MyMOMUJtTy j97« 


99 


NorvegiaUy 251. 


M Sl^vaZa, 305. 


9» 


PoffurmSf 59. 


» «fn^oiM,200. 


99 


PAo&xi^wm, 2. 


« KeUate«,223. 


99 


PffMBI, 121. 


« AiMsrrcMratf 217. 


99 


PUUgckdet^ 190. 


AtdBcyiMM heUrodon^ 1 53. 


99 


;w6ery90. 


M teplemdeniataUy 153. 


91 




iiaaiK»«tlBKem,26l. 


99 


SoorpiOy 13. 


i^MwrfiVwicAiri, 228. 


9» 


.<^'iiWy 284. 


^ ' 


99 


j^Kt/^o, 202, 805. 


a 


99 


Sqtdnado^ 39. 




99 


ttrigotusy 200. 


fi2aitet<eeraoiaii, 22. 


99 


lelnMKfoii, 22. 


An/oIrM araum^ 333. 


99 


IttfierMM, 141. 




99 


tem^/^M, 145. 


C. 


99 




^*» 


Cksrehau Atcauta, 76. 


CWiatun nJbUmmeay 217. 


Corytles CamvelaumUy 159 


CUoavm Maocmdrete, 233. 


99 


<ieiitate«, 159. 


OmeeUuM marituUj 135. 


Cnbf 


angular, 130. 


CWxr an^nifAiiiw, 130. 


99 


circular, 153. 


n anmew, 31. 


99 


floating, 135. 


„ cMjpcr, 46. 
„ Attaems^ 237. 


99 
99 


great, 59. 
harbour, 77. 


M Bamffiau, 208. 


99 




M Benkardugy 171. 


99 


■bore, 77. 


„ hiaaUeatnt^ 27. 


Crangon bupinosusy 268. 


„ B^ASl. 


99 


oaiaphractuBy 261. 




»» 


/ooctatef, 259. 


„ wrrugatm$j 94. 


H 


sculptwj 263. 



Ixiv 



INDEX. 



Cramffon tpinonUy 261. 
„ trispinonUf 265. 
^ vff^Nim, 256. 
Cray-fith, common, 237. 
Citma AudtnunUj 328. 
M JSdtvardsiif 326. 
„ irispino$a^ 329. 
C^KlUa FUmifigU^ 379. 

D. 

i>romui RwmfikUy 369* 
M vMEj^rif, 369. 

£. 

^r&i/M BryenV, 145. 

„ Cranehiif 148. 

„ PeHnantii^ 141. 
Eurynome asperoj 46. 
^ igniiOM, 46. 

G. 

Galaihea Bamffia^ 208. 
Oalathea, Embleton^s, 204. 
Gaiaikea nean, 204. 

M ni^oM, 208. 
ijtalathea, tcalyy 197. 
Gaiathea tpiatigera, 200. 
Galathea, spinoiu, 200. 
Ooiaikea iquamifera^ 197. 

„ strigota^ 200. 

M tife^^im, 225. 
CMna gUUaia^ 223. 
GeUumus BeUH^ 130. 
Gonoplag angtdatut^ 1 30. 
M 6f!^'iionw, 130. 
„ rhomboidet, 130. 
GrajMtM diwrciM, 135. 

^ mtfitt^M, 135. 

„ Tegiudinum, 135. 

H. 

Hennit-ciab, bine-banded, 375. 

„ common, 171. 

M Prideaux^s, 175. 

,, rough-clawed, 186. 

„ smooth, 184. 

Hippa aeptemdentatOt 153. 
Hippolyte Cranckii^ 288. 
Hippolyte, Cranch*8, 288. 
Hippolyte Mooriiy 292. 

„ PandaliformiSf 294. 
„ Prideatueiana^ 292. 
Hippolyte, Prideaux's, 292. 
Hi]^polyte Sowtfixei^ 284. 
Hippolyte, Sowerby^s, 284. 
Hippolyte Sptnus^ 284. 

„ T^ompicmt, 290. 
Hippolyte, Thompson^ 290. 



Hippolyte earMMf, 286. 
Hippolyte, rarying, 286. 
Homarui mJgaru, 242. 
^yeu anuaeiM, 31 . 
„ ooaretotef, 35. 



Inackui araneua^ 31. 
„ Dormtienm, 13. 
„ Dorynekus^ 16. 
„ leplocJdrue^ 18. 
„ Pkalanffium, 2. 
„ SoorptOy 13. 

L. 

Lepiopodia teutitrocfrif, 6. 
Lithodes Maia^ 165. 
Lobster, common, 242. 
„ Norway, 251. 

M. 

Jlfoonqpociia Umgirotitrit^ 6. 
„ PAaJaa^'tun, 2. 

„ SeorpiOf 13. 
„ femMfXMfrw, 6. 

Jl/ocrqfWf &M^*n»fl7t«, 6. 

M PAotoii^iitiii, 2. 
ilfoMi anmea, 31. 
M Sgumado^ 39. 
M ietraodon^ 22. 
ManHi diffiUUui^ 351. 
Munida, long-armed, 208. 
Munida Bondeleai, 208. 

n ''VjftMa, 208. 
Myn* ChanuUeon^ 336. 
M GrijffithtuB, 342. 
„ Leackiif 336. 
„ rottraiue^ 342. 
„ jptnif^oMtf, 336. 
„ vffZ^Nim, 339. 

N. 

NautUoffTCtpnu minutui^ 135. 
Nephrope Norvegieus, 251. 
^ii» oano/unt/ato, 275. 

„ CbucAtt, 278. 

„ edtUi*^ 275. 

0. 
Oe^potia on^ota, 130. 

P. 

Pagurut Bemkardus^ 171. 
„ CwoiiMm, 178. 



INDEX. 



Ixv 



Pagunu DOiwymi, 377. 
n /oKiaiuM^ 375. 
„ Forbesii, 186. 
„ Ifyndmanm^ ] 82. 
ft Utvii^ 184. 
♦, Prideauxii, 175. 
n Mh-Monyx^ 171. 
yt Thompsoni^ 372. 
„ ulidiatfusj 180. 
PaUsmon Leachi, 307. 
M m'itManrf, 261. 
» aerrahUf 302. 
n iS^tZZa, 302, 305. 
n wruHM, 309. 
Palinurui Homartu^ 213. 
» q[WMdricomUf2\X 
„ vulgarUf 213. 
Pandahu ajutulicortM, 297. 
PctripUa In-etnrostrit, 312. 
M iSao^'t, 312. 
M &Vad<>, 31 Z 
Pea-aab, Pinna, 126. 

» common, 121. 
Pen^tu Oaramote^ 318. 
tf ^twZooAtf, 318. 
PiiMM Zmiuraffa, 135. 
Platycardmts Pagunu^ 159. 
PUmmmu hiiieUus, 68. 
Pmnotkerea CranckU, 121. 
n LatreiUii, 121. 
M Mcntagui, 126. 
M PtmuB, 126. 
M PMii]n,121. 
t» mnam, 121. 
n Feferacm, 126. 
Pirimda detUieulata^ 72. 
itim biaeuleaia. 27. 
» CfUAtii, 27. 
n tetrao€lon^22. 
Pifidia Umgioornu, 198. 
Platyonicua laHpet^ 85. 
Po/5«i» Heiulowii, 116. 
PoiUcpkiUu bupmotus, 268. 
w fpmorat, 261. 
n tritpmonu, 265. 
Pozcelain-ciab, hairy, 190. 

„ minute, 193. 
PoncnOema Leachu, 193. 
M lonfficomiSf 193. 
M piaiyckelet^ 190. 
Portummts varieffoHu, 85. 
Portwutt arcuatus^ 97. 
eorru^w, 94. 
DalyeUn, 361. 
/>ppi#n8tor, 101. 
emargituaut, 97. 
koUaiua^ 109. 
infraeiM»y 361. 
/tvu/M, 109. 



M 



Portunu$^longipea, 361. 
M maeulaius, 112. 
M marmoTviM, 105. 
M Maruuy 76. 
M plicatuSf 101. 

„ Jt>tt&!T, 90. 

„ pusiilua, 112. 

» Hondeietu, 97. 
Prawn, 303. 

Prooesaa oanaliculata, 275. 
M ee^u/tf, 275. 

S. 

Shrimp, banded, 259. 
„ common, 256. 
M tctilptured, 263. 
w ■pinouB,26I. 
M three-spined, 265. 
w two-spined, 268. 
Spider-crab, Cranch^B, 1 1. 
n foui^homed, 22. 
„ Gibbs's, 27. 
„ long-legjed, 2. 
I, Scorpion, 13. 
ff Blender, 6. 
„ slender-legged, 19. 
M spinous, 39. 
Spiny-lobster, common, 21 3. 
Squilla Degman$tii, 354. 

M Mantit, 351. 
<S20»ory»cft«» longirotiritf 6. 
„ Phalanffium^ 2. 

M tottftrof^m, 6. 
Stone-crab, northern, 1 65. 
SwimmingHsab, arched, 97. 
w cleanser, 101. 

n dwarf, 112. 

n Henslow^s, 116. 

„ livid, 109. 

n long-legged, 361. 

M marbled, 105. 

M vehet, 90. 

» wrinkled, 94. 

T. 

Themisto brevisptnoaOf 384. 
» longigpmota, 381. 
TkiapciUa^ 365. 
7/tyNiiu;iM<2a CbMc^i, 346. 

X. 



JTaivtAo/orMfo, 51. 

Mcifo-«srrato, 51. 
rivuloMy 54. 
teA^rcM^oto, 359. 






Ixiv 



INDEX. 



Crat^om npinomu, 261. 
M tritpinoius, 265. 
„ vtt^rM, 256. 
Craj-fiili, common, 237. 
C^ma Audouiniif 328. 
„ Edwardni, 326. 
„ triapinaaOf 329. 
C^iUa FUnumgU, 379. 

D. 

Dromia RumpkU, 369. 
» tw^i^rif, 369. 

£. 

^&a/M BryerU, 145. 

M OtMcAiVy 148. 

n PennantUy 141. 
£«93mom« ofpera, 46. 
„ 9pino9a^ 46. 

G. 

Galatkea Bamffia^ 208. 
Oalathea, Embleton's, 204. 
Gatathea neaa^ 204. 

„ mgom^ 208. 
<jla]athea, tcaly, 197. 
Oalaihea tpimgeray 200. 
Oalathea, spinoiu, 200. 
Cfalaihsa tguami/era, 197. 

„ siriffoaa^ 200. 

,, dfe/Zwra, 225. 
Gefna ttellata^ 223. 
GtUuuMuBeUuy 130. 
Gcnoplcue angttlahu, 130. 

M 6t^nonWy 130. 

H rkomboidssy 130. 
Grapsus cifiereuty 135. 

M mtiiM^iu, 135. 

M Testudinum, 135. 

H. 

Hermit-cmb, blue-banded, 375. 

„ common, 171. 

w Prideaux^a, 175. 

M rough-clawed, 186. 

n smooth, 184. 

Hippa Kptemdentata^ 153. 
HtppdyU Cranchiu 288. 
Hippolyte, Cranch'a, 288. 
Hippolyie Mooniy 292. 

^ Pandaliformis, 294. 
» Prideauxiana^ 292. 
Hippolyte, Prideaux'i, 292. 
Hij^yte Sou»rbai^ 284. 
Hippolyte, Sowerby'a, 284. 
Hij^yte Spmus, 284. 

M T^fR/wmt, 290. 
Hippolyte, Thompaon'a, 290. 



HippoLjfU voTMiM, 286* 
Hippolyte, Tarying, 286. 
Homanu mJgarU, 242. 
HyoM aftuteuM^ 31. 
„ ooaretotef, 35. 



/noeto aramut, 31. 
M Dormttenut, 18. 
M Dorynekusy 16. 
n Uptockirug, 18. 
M Phalangiumy 2. 
„ Soorpioy 13. 

L. 

Leptopodia U$tmrosMiy 6. 
£<Moc^«Jlfaia,165. 
Lobster, common, 242. 
„ Norway, 251. 

M. 

Jlfoeropoctiii Umgiroitrity 6. 
„ PAoioi^tfm, 2. 
n SeorpiOf 13. 
M ^MiitrtMfm, 6. 

Macropm UmgirottrUy 6. 

» PAa^df^wm, 2. 
Mcuaarama, 31. 
„ jS^uwadfo, 39. 
M te/nxocioii, 22. 
McmtU digitahUy 351. 
Munida, long-armed, 208. 
Mumda RondeUHi, 208. 

„ n^oMK, 208. 
Mynt CkanuUean^ 336. 
„ GriffiihsuB, 342. 
M Leackiif 336. 
n roairatusy 342. 
M Bpintdosut^ 336. 
M tni^^m, 339. 

N. 

Nautilogrcqanu minubu^ 1 35. 
Nepkropt Noroegiaa, 251. 
^tX» canaliculata^ 275. 

„ a>iicAtt,278. 

M 0(iWw,275. 

0. 

Oc^pocia oii^a^ 130. 

P. 

Poffurut Bernhardut^ 171. 
„ C^uwMfini, 178. 






PapuruB Diiiwymi, S77. 

Atsiatits, 375. 
Porhem^ J 86. 

-^^wrfwaum, J82. 
^«w>, 184. 

Prideauani, 175. 

" ^**^^' 171. 
»> TJloiiipwMM*, 372. 
« fdidiamu^ 180. 
i'oUmon Leadd, 307. 
« «»few0i«, 261. 
w •»t«AMt,302. 
» '%if«e2eiy 302, 305. 
« twioM, 309. 
Paiumnu Homarut, 213. 
» 9**'»wnttf,2l3. 
« tw(5wm,213. 

^a«fe;«aim«rfi»nM^297. 
^atyak^a breviroHris, 312, 

»f AittE^V, 312. 

9f A'nufo 312. 
Pearciab, Pinna, 126'. 

>» common, 121. 
^eit^us Caramoie, 318. 

_„ »• ^^>^»»^(»Am,318. 

^f^Motieret Crumekii, 121. 

LatreiUii^ 121. 

MoRiaguiy 126. 

^'iww*, 126. 

-P«nM»,J21. 

wtrians, 121, 

„ r«fer««, 126. 

'™»««a denUadata^ 72. 

/'UaMieK&Kifti 27. 
» Gibbmi,^. 

J, JrtrBorfo«, 22. 
™*«fwVwoniw, 193. 



Po¥'t^ ffendowii, 116. 










, 268. 
9»MWtt,261. 

PoieelaiiHaab, haiiy, 1 90. 

^'andUma ZeaekH, 1 93. 
»» iofigioorm^ 193. 

/v-#r P^Sfeli^ 190. 
^ofCKmnit xaru^foiui, ss, 
^ortmnut aremtna, 97. 
»» ^rruffolus^ 94. 

i>a/^tt, 361. 

^^epurator^ 101. 

^"fttfyinaius, 97, 

^olmutu^ 109. 

•VHttKM, 361. 

A'wi/ai*, 109. 



*» 

9» 
99 
99 



99 
99 

99 

99 

99 

99 



99 
99 

99 

99 

99 



INDEX. 



P^»iunM$^longipet, 361. 
mocn/ia/M, 112. 
^rmoreu9^ 105. 
Mtenatj 76. 
piicatut, 101. 
P«fer, 90. 
/WW//M, 112. 
-, RondeUta, 97. 
Prawn, 303. 

Processa oanalietdafa, 275 
«'«/m9 275. 

S. 

Shrimp, banded, 259. 
common, 256. 
■culptured, 263. 
spinous, 261. 
three-gpined, 265. 
two-spined, 268. 
Spider-crab, Cranch's, 1 1. 

foor-horned, 22. 

Gibbs's, 27. 

long^leg^y 2. 

Scorpion, 13. 

slender, 6. 

slender-legged, 19. 
„ spinous, 39. 
Spiny-lobster, common, 213. 
SquiUa DemaresHi, 354. 

99 ManHt, 351. 
^'^fiw»ynekus hnpirostrig^ 6. 
99 Phalangium^ 2. 
,9 temiirotiris, 6. 

Stone-crab, northern, 165. 
Swimming^iaBb, anhed, 97. 
cleanser, 101. 
dwarf, 112. 
HenslowV 116. 
Kvid, 109. 

long-legged, 361. 
marbled, 105. 
velvet, 90. 
wrinkled, 94. 
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BRITISH CRUSTACEA. 



DECAPODA. LEPTOPODIADJE. 

BRACHTURA. 



GENUS STENORYNCHUS, Lamarck. 



Cancxr, 


Linn. Penn. Herbet. 


INACHC78, 


Fabr. 


Maia, 


Boflc. 


Macropus, 


Latr. 


Macropodia. 


Leach. 


Stbnortnchus, 


Lamk. Edwards. 



Generic ekaraeter. External antennoB setaceous, the basal joint 
narrow, the second * inserted close to the side of the rostrum, very 
short; the third, three times as long as the foimer. External 
pedipalps narrow, the second joint considerably produced internally 
at its apex ; the third joint oval. Anterior feet shorter, and much 
laiger (in the male) than the succeeding ones ; equal ; the hand 
somewhat ventiicose ; the fingers slightly inflected. The remaining 
pairs very long and slender, diminishing in length from the second 
to the fiflh ; the nails of the second and third pairs long, slender, 
and cinred only at the apex ; those of the fourth and fiflh shorter, 
cunred at the base and somewhat falciform. Eyes not retractile, 
laiger than their peduncles, oval, pointed at the apex and setiger- 
ous. Carapace triangular; rostrum taper and bifid. Abdomen 
six-jointed^ the terminal portion being formed by the union of the 
nxth and seventh joints. 

* Leacb calls this the first joint of the antennae, as he does not reckon the 
hasal joint, which is fixed, and, as it were, soldered to the parts oontigaons, as in 
most of the hi^er fonns of Crustacea. 
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LONG-LEGGED SPIDERrCRAB. 
StenarynehfM Phalangiwn. 

Specific character. — Rostram shorter than the peduncle of the antennae ; a single 
minute spine on the epistome, dose to the auditory cayity ; no spine behind the 
base of the antennae ; arms slightlj scabrous, without spines. 



Cancer roatrattu^ 

ff Phalanffium^ 
Inaehui „ 

Macrcpua „ 

Macropodia 



M 



StenoryiuAus „ 



Lin. Faun. Snec. Hkrbst. t. z?i. f. 90. 

Pbnn. IV. t. ix. f. xvii. 

Fabr. Supp. p. 358. 

Latr. Hist Nat. Crust VI., p. 110. 

Lkach, Tr. Linn. Soc., XL, p. 331, Malac. Brit 

t xxiiL f. 6. 
Edw. Hist. Crust. L p. 279. 



Thb general form of the carapace in this species is that 
of an acute angled triangle, rounded at the posterior angles. 
It ha«i several rather prominent spines; one on each he- 
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patic region, fonning, with one on the gastric region, an 
equilateral triangle; there are two small ones on each 
branchial region, and one, the largest of aU, on the cardiac ; 
there are also one or two smaller ones near the latero- 
anterior margin. The rostrum is of moderate length, 
scarcely reaching to the middle of the third joint of the 
peduncle of the antennae; it has a groove through its 
whole length, reaching to the back of the orbit. The ex- 
ternal antennae are long and setaceous, and furnished with 
seyeral long hairs ; the basal joint is narrow, entirely im- 
moyeable, and continuous with the epistome; the move- 
able part of the peduncle consists of two joints, of which 
the second is three times as long as the first. The internal 
antennae are lodged in fossae, which are separated from 
each other by a ridge, which is incomplete at the middle. 
The eyes are oval, larger than their peduncles, and pointed 
at the apex, where there is a small bristle.* The orbits 
are round, and there is a prominent ridge over the upper 
margin. The epistome, or that portion of the shell be- 
tween the mouth and the base of the antennae, has a very 
minute tubercle, just in front of the organ of hearing, but 
none at the base of the antennae, as in St. tenuirogtris.f 
The first pair of legs in the male are about twice as long 
as the body ; the arm has a line of minute tubercles on 
the outer, and another on the inferior surface, which parts 
are also hairy ; but there are no spines on its inner margin, 
as in 8t. tenuirostrU : the wrist is similarly furnished: 
the hand is somewhat ventricose ; it is hairy both on the 
outer and inner margin ; the fingers are slightly inflected ; 
the moveable one is furnished with a tubercle near its base, 

* This carionf appendage I bare neTer seen mentioned aa appertaining to this 

genns. 

t This second tubercle is also found in a Mediterranean species St. A^gyptuu, 
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and there i8 a correspondiDgf excavation in the other. In 
the female these feet are altogether mnch smaller than in 
the male. The remaining pairs are very slender and fili- 
form ; the second pair is three times and a half the length 
of the post-rostral part of the body, and they diminish 
regularly to the last pair: the claws of the second and 
third pairs are slender, and slightly curved towards the 
extremity ; those of the fourth and fifth are shorter, and 
somewhat falcate, being curved more abruptly near the 
base. The abdomen in both sexes has six joints, the sixth 
and seventh being united into one piece. That of the male 
is broadest at the base, and again at the union of the third 
and fourth joints, and terminates in an obtuse triangle : 
each joint is furnished with a tubercle. The abdomen of 
the female is very broad, and much curved : the tubercles 
pass into a continuous obtuse carina on the three or four 
last joints. 

These characters belong for the most part to both the 
species, excepting where the contrary has been stated; 
the specific difierence with those exceptions being rather 
in the degree of development than in the existence, or non- 
existence of parts. 

This is one of the most common species of the Trian- 
gular Grabs, being found in considerable numbers on most 
parts of the coast. I have obtained it from Wales, the 
coast of GomwaU, Devonshire, Dorsetshire, and Sussex, 
from Scarborough, and from Orkney. It is also not un- 
common on the coast of Ireland. Dr. Leach mentions its 
being particularly common at the mouths of rivers, and in 
estuaries ; but I have found it in very different localities, 
having often dredged it in deep water, and taken it in 
crab and lobster pots. Mr. Hailstone states that '^ it is 
very common at Hastings, both among the rocks on the 
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shore, aad in deep water, and is occanonally anight in 
the trawl-net in vast numbers. Of wxty-eight specimens 
broaght ap at once, the proportion of males to females was 
as two to one." Like all the species of the fiunlly it is 
slow, sluggish, and timid. It generally has small fuci 
growing on it, especially on the legs ; and I hare some- 
times seen the body completely covered and concealed by 
a mass of sponge. When taken it moves with very little 
energy, and speedily dies after being taken ont of the 
water. Its glow and slnggish habits render it an easy prey 
to many fishes ; Mr. W. Thompson says, " On opening a 
thomback, Saia clamta, about twenty inches in length, I 
found the stomach entirely filled with Macropodia Pha- 

It deposits its spawn during the early spring months. 
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SLENDER SPIDER-CRAB. 
Stenorynchus tenuirostris. 

Specific {grader. — Rostram longer than the peduncle of the external antennae, 
its two portions being in contact throughout their whole length ; two minute spines 
on the epistome, one close to the organ of hearing and another at the baae of the 
external antennas ; arms spinulose at the inner margin. 



Lqatopodia tmuirottris^ 
MtMcropuM longirotiru 1 
Maoropodia ^ 

Yt Unuirostris, 

Stenorynckui lonffiroslria ? 



Lbach, Edinb. Enc. VII., p 431. 
Latr. Hist Nat des Crust VIII., p. HO. 
RiBBO. Hist Nat de TEur. Mend. V., p. 27. 
Lbach, Trans. Linn. Soc. XI. p. 331. Make. 

Brit t XXIII. I 1-5. 
Edw. Hist Crust I. p. 280. Couch, Cornish 

Fauna, p. 64. 



This elegant species may be readily distinguished from 
the former by the long attenuated rostrum, by the existence 
of a small spine on the epistome, immediately behind the 
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basal joint of the external antennse, and by a series of 
minute spines on the inner part of the arm. The body is 
altogether more elongated, and the spines more acute; 
but, in other respects, the characters are nearly the 
same. 

^* I first observed this species,*' says Dr. Leach, ^' amongst 
some Crustacea collected at Torquay, in Southern Devon, by 
Hooker ; and have since found it a very common inhabi- 
tant of all the deep water off the coast of that country, 
especially in the Sound of Plymouth.*** Mr. Couch states 
it to be very common in Cornwall, at the depth of from two 
to twenty &thoms ; and Mr. Embleton includes it in his 
list of the Crustacea of Berwickshire and North Durham. 
It does not appear to have been taken in Ireland. I have 
taken it in prawn pots at Bognor, and by dredging in 
Studland Bay in Dorsetshire. 

I have appended a note of doubt to the synonyms of 
the Mediterranean species, MacropuB longirostru^ Latr., 
hitherto considered as identical with this, as I am much 
inclined to believe they may be distinct. I am led to this 
supposition by a careftd examination of specimens of my 
own collection on our coast, with some which I had 
received from Sicily, and from the Bay of Naples, and 
I find that on all those brought from the Mediterranean, 
the body is proportionally longer ; the rostrum also longer 
and more slender, reaching very much beyond the peduncle 
of the antennae. By measurement I find that, in the Mediter- 
ranean specimens, the length of the carapace, including the 
rostrum, is to its breadth, at the widest part, as five to two ; 
whereas, in the British, it is not quite twice as long as broad. 
The two portions of the rostrum in the former are a little 
separated throughout almost their whole length, and each 
is perfectly round ; whereas, in the British specimens, they 
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ore eDtirely in contact, and flsttcDcd above and beneath. 
There are a few other differences principally proportional, 
but these are the most conuderable. These may be mere 
accidental variationB, but 1 think it not improbable that 
they indicate a specific distinction. 




DBCAPODA. LEPTOPODIADM. 

BRjiCHTUSJ. 



GENUS ACILffiUS, Leach. 

AcHiBus, Leach, Latr. Edwiidf. 

Generic character. External antenwB remote, setaoeous, the 
first articulation united to the front, and extending beyond the 
inner canthus of the orbits ; the second articulation inserted at the 
side of the rostrum, and entirely exposed from above, and, with 
the third, much thicker than the subsequent ones. External pedi' 
palpsy with the second articulation much longer than broad, and 
produced at the interior and anterior angles, the third subtriangular 
with the angles rounded. The first pair of feet (in the female) 
short, rather slender ; the second and third pairs having the ter- 
minal joint long and styliform ; that of the fourth and fifth com- 
pressed, abruptly curved, and &lciform. Carapace somewhat tri- 
angular, slightly spinous, the branchial regions elevated and swollen. 
Rostrum extremely small, bifid. Eyes not retractile, placed on 
long footstalks of equal size, and furnished with a single tubercle 
on the fore-part. Abdomen six-jointed in both sexes. 

This genus, of which one species only is at present 
known, is considered by Dr. Leach as intermediate between 
Inachus and Leptapodia [Maeropodia]^ and by Milne Ed- 
wards it is placed between Stenorynchus (Maeropodia Le.) 
and Campogeia. Its relation to Eurypodius is also pro- 
bable from the character of the feet, whilst the structure of 
the eyes and some other points appear to indicate an ap- 
proach to some of the Maiada. 



DECAPODA. LEPTOPODIADM. 

BRACHTURA. 



GENUS INACHUS, Fabr. 

Cancvr, Pennant, Herbit. 

Inachur, Fabr. Leach, Latr. Edw. 

Macropus, Latr. 

Maia, Bote 

Generic ehareuter.— External antenna not more than one-fiflh 
of the length of the body ; the basal joint forming the inferior 
margin of the orbit ; the second inserted by the side of the rostrum. 
External pedipalps with the second joint much produced internally ; 
the third joint elongate, somewhat triangular, the anterior and 
inner angle truncate at the insertion of the palp, which is three- 
jointed. The anterior legs^ in the male, twice as long as the body, 
the arms and the hands suboyate, the fingers inflected. The re- 
maining pairs very long, diminishing in length from the second to 
the fifth ; second pair larger than the succeeding ones ; the terminal 
joint long and slightly curved. Carapace subtriangular, nearly as 
broad as long, the rostrum short and bifid. Eyes on short foot- 
stalks, retractile or capable of being bent backwards and lodged in 
the posterior part of the orbit. Abdomen in both sexes, six-jointed 
and carinated 
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SCORPION SPIDEB-CRAB. 



Inachus Dorsettmm. Leach. 



^Mcjlb: dSanirier.— BMtrnm Tecy «hort, amuginate : (he gutrie region fiir- 
Bnhcd with Coot niwll tnberclea miiged in ■ Mm traniicneljr, and n larger one 



Cmeer DonttloHa, 
„ Smjiio, 



PiNN. Brit. Zool. IV. t. I. r. 1. p. 12. 
FuH.EDt.S71t.II. p. «62. Hebbst. I. p. 237. No. 

ISO. 
Lath. Hiit Nat. Cniit. VI. p. 109. 
pABm. Snppl. 358. Dksm. Coiu. t. hit. C 1. Edw. 

Hiat. Cnial. I. p. 288. CoircH, Corniab FaunB, 

p. 65. 
LiACH, EdiDb. Encjrd. Mdac BriL t. xiii. f. 1-6. 



I HAVB fonnd it necessary to restore to this species the 
ori^nal speciiic name ^vcn to it hj Pennant, who first 
described it Irom specimena in the Portland Cabinet, taken 
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at WeTmonth, from which locality he designated it Cancer 
Dorsettensis, His work was published in 1777 ; and the 
Entomologia Systematica of Fabricios, in which it first re- 
ceived the name of C, Scorpio^ not until 1793. The Fab- 
rician name has recently been adopted by Dr. Milne 
Edwards, as it had previoasly been by Desmarest, probably 
from some objection to the local origin of the former name ; 
this, however, is quite admissible in the present instance, 
as indicating the locality in which it was first discovered. 
At all events, it is not more objectionable than the other. 

The carapace of this species is triangular, rounded poste- 
riorly, and ventricose. The rostrum is very short and 
bifid ; the orbits oval, so that the eyes, which are attached 
by their peduncles to the anterior portion of the orbit, can 
be laid backwards into the posterior portion of that cavity ; 
a character which belongs to most of the genera of the 
triangular or oxyrynchian families. The eyes are protected 
by a spine on the anterior, and a stronger one on the 
posterior margin of the orbits, of which the upper margin 
is also raised, and the inferior, formed by the basal joint of 
the antennse, slightly tuberculated. The external antennae 
are short ; the moveable portion not much exceeding twice 
the length of the rostrum. There are four small tubercles on 
the anterior part of the carapace arranged transversely, and 
one much larger behind them, on the centre of the gastric 
region; there are two tubercles on each branchial region, 
one at the anterior part and another rather larger on the 
centre ; there is also a conspicuous one on the cardiac re^on. 
The external pedipalps are elongate, the second joint being 
much produced anteriorly at the inner angle ; and the third, 
which is somewhat triangular, has the inner and anterior 
angle truncated, for the articulation of the terminal portion, 
which consists of three joints. The anterior pair of legs in 
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the male are thick and long, the joints of a somewhat oval 
form, and the fingers considerably incarved. Those of the 
female are very small. The remaining feet are yery long 
and slender, the second pair being considerably more than 
three times the length of the body, including the rostrum. 
They are also much larger than the succeeding one, which 
diminish in length and thickness to the last. The abdomen 
of the male is rather short and broad, the widest part being 
at the onion of the third and fourth joints ; that of the 
female is remarkably broad. In both sexes it is tuberculo- 
carinated. 

It would appear that this species is more widely distri- 
buted than had been supposed. Dr. Leach states that it 
is very plentiM on the coast of Deyon ; we haye seen that 
Pennants specimens were from Weymouth ; and I ob- 
tuned it in Studland Bay, Dorsetshire, and at Hastings. 
Mr. Couch states that in Cornwall it is commonly taken in 
crab pots, within a few miles of the shore, at all depths ; 
and Mr. Eyton informs me that it is found on the oyster- 
beds at Bhoscolyn, near Holyhead. In Ireland it has 
been found in many places ; in the Harbour of Coye, by 
Mr. J. V. Thompson. " It is pretty commonly taken,'' 
says Mr. W. Thompson, '^ in the loughs of Strangford and 
Belfast, and on the western coast. — Mr. Ball,'' adds Mr. 
Thompson, ^' finds it in Dublin Bay." It is also recorded 
that Captain Beechey, B.N., brought up a specimen of this 
species aliye in the dredge from a depth of one hundred 
and forty fiskthoms, in the Mull of Galloway. Its habitat 
extends fisir north, Fabricius haying found it m the Nor- 
wegian Seas. 
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Inachus Dorynchua. Leach. 



Si«t'fic ^melfr. — RoBlnimbilid,«itendiTiglKjond thethird joint of Ihr pcdnit- 
cIp of (he ontcnnni ; gMtric ngiao witli three ipine*, two snterinr, aod the tiiid 
much tonfier, Tonning > triniiKlc. Second peir of Xegi not more than llirec (imra 
tho lotn] [eligth of the body. 



Inaekm DoTi/mrkm, 



Lucil,Edinb,F.iicart.Cnin.p.431. Id. MoIbc Brit, 
t iiii. f. 7-8. Edw. HiBt. Cnut. p. 288. Couch, 
Corniah FHuna, p. 6G. 



The general form of this species is Tery similar to tho 
former, but it is less globose. The carapace ie triaDgnlar, 
longer thao it is broad. The roatrnm is short, some- 
what hastiform, and in most slightly bifid; although in 
gome specimens the division ie more considerable. The 
antemue, the eyes, and orbits, ae well as the external 
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pedipalps, are very eimilar to those of the fonner species. 
The gastric region of the carapace has three spines, two 
small ones distant, and another mnch stronger placed far- 
ther back on the median line, and, with the others, forming 
a triangle. There are two tubercles on each hepatic 
region, placed as in the former species ; and the cardiac 
region, instead of a spine, has only an elevation, on which 
are three very small tubercles. The sides of the shell are 
destitute of tubercles. The hands are smooth. In other 
respects this species resembles the former. 

The present species of Inachus was discovered by Dr. 
Leach, as he informs us, " whilst cleaning a parcel of /. 
Dortettemis from the Salcombe estuary for examination.''^ 
Mr. Couch states that it is commonly found in crab-pots 
in Cornwall. Mr. Hailstone found it at Hastings, where 
I have also obtained it. I have taken it by the dredge in 
Studland Bay, Dorsetshire, and at Bognor I found several 
small specimens amongst the refuse of prawn and lobster 
pots. These were of a lighter colour than most which I 
have observed from other localities, but this may have 
arisen from their being young. In Mr. Embleton'^s list of 
the Crustacea of Berwickshire and North Durham, it is 
stated to occur not uncommonly in Berwick and Embleton 
Bays. It is found on the coast of Ireland, though rarely, 
having been taken by Dr. Drummond in Belfast Bay. 

This species, like all the others of the family, is very 
liable to be covered with small iuci and sponges ; hence, as 
Dr. Leach has observed, in all probability arose its having 
been for so long a time undiscovered, having doubtless been 
passed over as /. Dorsettefms ; it does not, however, at 
present appear to be so generally distributed as that species. 
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SLENDER-LEGGED SPIDER-CRAB. 



Inaehfu lepiochirus. Leach. 

^^McifSe ckarader, — Feet ilender, anterior pur in the male extending beyond 
the penultimate joint of the woond pair. Roetmm haatifbim. Sternum in the 
male with a round poliahed tuberdeu 



Xttockut bptodtifntm 



LsACB, Malac. Brit t. zxii. B. 

(enoie UpioniuAm) £dw. Hist Cnut I. p. 289. 



The carapace in this species considerably resembles that 
of /. Darynchus, It is triangular, considerably longer than 
it is broad, much narrowed forwards ; the rostrum hasti- 
form, bifid at the extremity, and with a slight groove ex- 
tending from thence backwards between the eyes. There 
is a strong spine on the gastric region, a very small tuber- 
cle on each hepatic, a spine on the latero-anterior margin, 
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two on each branchial region, the posterior being the 
larger, and one on the genital region in a straight line 
between the two larger ones on the branchial. The feet 
are all yery long and slender. The hands in the adult 
male are considerably longer than the carapace ; the fingers 
curved. The second pair of feet are three times the length 
of the carapace. On the sternum, inmiediately in front of 
the apex of the abdomen, when in its usual position applied 
agsunst the thorax, is a round or oval prominent and po- 
lished tubercle, of a greyish- white colour. 

In the adult state this is considerably the largest of the 
British species of Inachus. It is also then readily distin- 
guished from the others, by the general form, as well as 
by the extraordinary length of all the legs, and especially 
by the form and length of the first pair. But in the 
younger state all these characters are much less conspi- 
cuous, and it might almost be mistaken for /. Dorynchus^ 
but for the remarkable character of the round polished 
tubercle on the thorax, which somewhat resembles the 
half of a pearl. This is peculiar to the male, and cannot 
fail to strike us as ofiering a very obvious mark of relation 
to the Mediterranean species /. Thora- 
cicuSy on the thorax of which there is /^Ur 
a very curious development of a similar. 
hard shelly substance, in the form of a 
broad, three-lobed plate. This formation is peculiar to the 
genus Inachus^ and, as far as it is at present known, to 
the two species in question. 

The Inachui l&ptoehirus is extremely rare. It was dis- 

eofered by the ill-fated Mr. Cranch on the western coast 

of Devon, or Cornwall, and was afterwards taken by Mr. 

Prideaux from a crab-pot in Bigbury Bay. In Mr. W. 

Thompson'^s ^^ Additions to the Fauna of Ireland,'^'^ is men- 

c 2 
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tioned " a epecimeo dredged in Clifton Bay, ConDemaTa, 
by Mr. Porbee and Mr. Hall, and another in Belfast Bay 
by Mr. Patterson," The latter specimen, tliroiigb the 
kindness of Mr, Thompson, I have now before me. It is a 
yonng male. The same gentleman subsequently states that 
he had seen specimens from Belfast Bay " ia the Ordnance 
collection." This is the extent of onr knowledge of this 
purions species. 

Dr. Milne Edwards has misquoted Leacfa*s specific name 
as " Leptorinchus,"" and this error has been copied by Mr. 
Coach in bis " Cornish Fatma." 




DECAPODA. MAIADM. 

BKACEYVBA. 



GENUS PISA. 

Cancsr, Penn. Herbtt, Montagu. 

Inachob, Fabr. Risao. 

Maia, Latr. Bom. 

Pisa, Leach, Desmar, Edwarda. 

Generic character. — External anienms beset with club-shaped 
oairs; the basal joint longer than broad^ extending beyond the 
inner eanthus of the orbit ; but concealed above by the strong spine 
which proceeds from the upper margin of the orbit : second joint of 
the antennsB rather slender, inserted a little behind and on the 
outer side of the rostrum. External pedipaips yery broad, the 
second joint produced at the inner and anterior angle ; the third 
triangular, very broad at the outer maigin ; the anterior and inner 
angle truncate or emaiginate. First pair of feet in the adult male 
veiy large, longer than the second pair ; the hand thick and the 
fingors meeting only at the outer maigin of the points which are 
toothed ; those of the female much smaller, the fingers meeting 
throughout nearly their whole length; shorter than the second pair. 
The remaining feet moderately long, diminishing regularly from 
the second to the fifUi, cylindrical, the terminal joint ciurved, 
pectinato-denticulated beneath, naked at the extremity. Eyes 
scarcely thicker than their peduncles, capable of being reflected in 
the orbits. The orbits oval, directed outwards and downwards; 
their upper maigin with a strong triangular spine directed forwards. 
Carapace triangular, terminating in a strong bifid rostrum, divari- 
cating at the extremity. Abdomen seyen-jointed in both sexes. 
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FOUIUHORNED SPIDER-CRAB. 

Pita tetraodon. Leach. 

Specific Aaraettr. — lalen] uurgiu with (bur ipinei, (eicIouTe of tboae ibon 
and bcbind the orbit.) Potterior poitinn of lli« onpue roonded, withont qnno i 
■ muU tnbnclt neu the poMtriot nuigin. 

Caneer Ittraodtm, PlNN, Brit. Zool, IV. t. riii, f. 3. p. 11. 

Maia „ BotK, Hut. Cnut. 1. 2£4. Liach, Gdinb. EacjiiL VII. 

p. 395. 
Bbuliit „ LlACH, L c. p. 431. 

Pit" » Lkach, Tram. Linn. SocXI. P.32S. Id. EncjcL Brit. 

Supp. I. p. i\6. Id. Malac. Brit. L ix. C 1-4. 

Edw. Hilt. Cnut. I. p. 306. CovcB, Contiib Fuint. 

p. 65. 

The general form of the body of this species is trian- 
gular, produced anteriorly, and with the posterior angles 
much rounded. The roetmm is large, strong, and promi- 
nent, about one-third as long as the remainder of the cara- 
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pace ; it is formed of two strong horns, diverging for about 
one-third of their length, and slightly deflezed ; the lateral 
margin has four spines, ezdusive of a yery strong one above 
the orbit, and a smaller one behind that cavity. There are 
nomerons tubercles on the carapace, several small ones 
on the gastric region, disposed transversely; one on the 
centre of the carapace; two considerable ones on each 
branchial region, one on the centre of the cardiac, and 
a smaU one near the posterior margin. The spines above 
the orbit are triangular, very strong and prominent; di- 
rected forwards and a little outwards, and so formed that 
the eyes can be deflexed within them, so as to be quite 
concealed firom above. The external antennse are beset at 
their base with long club-shaped hairs. The anterior pair 
of feet in the male are exceedingly strong and thick, the 
hands especially are nearly as broad as they are long. The 
fingers meet at the points ; the outer edge of each being 
denticulated, and the moveable one has a small round 
tooth. The arms and wrists have several round tubercles. 
In the female these feet are very small, and shorter than 
the second pair, and in the immature male they are very 
similar to those of the female. The remaining feet are of 
moderate size and length, the second pair being but little 
longer than the carapace, and the fifth pair shorter than 
its breadth. There are a few tubercles, and a few small 
spines upon the legs, and the nail is ftimished beneath with 
a regular row of sharp spines arranged like the teeth of a 
comb. The abdomen has seven distinct joints in each sex; 
that of the male being broadest at the third joint ; the 
sixth is broader than the fifth, and the seventh is trian- 
gular. Each joint has a central tubercle. 

The abdomen of the female is very large and broad, and 
haa a broad carina. The whole surface of the shell, and 
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the greater part of the limbs, is covered with a close, short, 
villous coat ; and the antenns, rostnun, and all the tu- 
bercles are furnished with tufts of long, curved, club- 
shaped hairs. Underneath this covering the shell is po- 
lished, and minutely punctured. The colour is a dull red- 
dish-brown, becoming bright red by boiling, or by the 
action of spirit. The general length of the carapace in a 
full-grown male is two inches three lines, breadth one 
inch six lines. 

The habits of this species, as far as I have had an op- 
portunity of observing them, are curious. They are found 
concealed under the long hanging fuci which clothe the 
rocks at some distance from the shore, in which situation 
I have taken them amongst the Bognor rocks. They con- 
gregate in vast numbers at the place I have just mentioned, 
in the prawn and lobster pots. I have seen, probably^ 
thirty amongst the reAise of one of these, attracted no 
doubt by the garbage which is placed in them as bait. 
These were much larger and finer than any I have seen 
elsewhere. Contrary to the comparative sizes of the two 
sexes, as figured by Dr. Leach, I found the males larger 
than the females, exceeding them in length by about half 
an inch. Thus, Leaches figure of the male is not at all 
equal in size or apparent strength to those which I found 
at Bognor, but that of the female is about the ordinary 
size of that sex. Like all the slow moving Crustacea, they 
are very liable to be covered with small fuci, so that they 
are sometimes completely concealed by a mass of these 
marine plants growing upon their surfece, where their 
roots find a secure hold amongst the villous coat of the 
shell and limbs.* This is especially the case with the 

• Say supposes that the fuci, which are found coyering certain Crustacea, are 
merely entangled mechanicaUy in the hooked haira by which they are covered; 
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females, which in this, as in many other species^ are less 
active than the males. Their moyements are extremely 
slow and measured, and they are very timid, concealing 
themselves under the fiici, and remaining for a time almost 
motionless. But notwithstanding their timid and lazy 
character, they seize the olject of th^ anger hy a sudden 
and unexpected snap, and nip with great force, holding on 
with extraordinary firmness and tenacity, although unable, 
from the bluntness of their pincers, to inflict a wound. 
The manner of their seizing any object, when fitmi their 
slow motion it is least expected, reminded me of the mode 
in which I have seen the Otclienfu iardigradua seize a bird, 
or other smaU living animal ; and any one who has seen 
both, must, I think, be struck with the similarity. 

This species of Pisa formed the type of the genus Bku- 
tu8 of Leach, who, however, afterwards reunited the two 
forms, which certainly are not sufficiently distinct to war- 
rant their separation. It would appear from the paucity 
of observations which I have found of the occurrence of 
this species, that it is not a common one ; or at least that 
it is very local. Mr. Couch says in his ^^ Cornish Fauna'" 
that it is not common in that county. Dr. Leach gives, 
as its localities, " The Isle of Wight, Teignmouth, and 
Brighton.'^ It is not mentioned by Mr. Hailstone in his 
MS. Catalogue of Hastings Crustacea, which he obligingly 
sent me, nor do I remember to have found it there. I 
have taken many small specimens on the Dorsetshire Coast 
by dredging, and, as I before observed, in very large num- 
bers at Bognor. The only account of its occurrence as an 
Iridi species is, that 'Hwo examples exist in Mr. BalFs 

but there is no doubt that they actually grow upon them, and are attached by 
roota. This is evident from the healthy state of the little plants, as well as from 
the direction of their bnmches. 
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collection which were obtained at Roandstone, C!onne- 
mara. 

It inhabits, also, the Mediterranean; and I have obsenred 
a remarkable peculiarity in some of the specimens from 
that locality. The anterior pair of legs, as I haye before 
mentioned, do not assume their full size and development 
until the animal is quite adult ; but I have seen Mediter- 
ranean specimens of a yery small size comparatively, with 
the full adult development of the feet. In such cases we 
might expect to find the reproductive organs £ully per- 
fected, from some local circumstances &vourable to their 
development, whilst the general growth of the animal had 
been retarded, probably by deficiency of nourishment. 
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GIBBS'S SPIDEB-CRAB. 

Piaa Gibiiii. Leach. 

^ueifie daradtr. — No tpioei on the latenl margin. A itroag iptne on each 
bnncluil region, and A laige prominfiut taberdfl jiut aboTe the ptnterior mugin of 
theean^ace. 

<^Mcr tiaaJaiKt, HoNTisu, Uhd. Tnma. XI. t. L f. 2. p. 2. 

Put „ LucH, Edinb. Encjd. VII. p.431. 

„ GiUni, Id. Tram. Linn. Soe. XI. p. 327. Hake. Brit. t. ili. 

Edw. HiM. CniM. I. p. 307. Couch, Conii«b 
Fauna, p. 65. 

The general form of the carapace in Pisa Gibbsii is very 
different from that of P. tetraodon. The roatrum is much 
longer, being not less than half the length of the rest of 
the shell, and its two horns, in the male, are parallel 
thronghont almost their whole length ; hut in the female 
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they are shorter, and divergent for about one-third of their 
length, as in the former species. The lateral margin of 
the carapace is without spines, — excepting, in some speci- 
mens, a very small one on the hepatic region. The supra- 
orbitar spine is smaller than in the other species, not ex- 
ceeding one-third the length of the rostrum in the male ; 
it is directed outwards and forwards ; the post-orbitar 
spine is very small. The regions of the carapace are very 
strongly marked and gibbous, particularly the genital and 
intestinal, and they are separated by deep furrows. There 
is on each branchial region a strong prominent spine which, 
with a large round tubercle just above the middle of the 
posterior margin, on the intestinal region, form an obtuse 
triangle. The antennse, the pedipalps, and the abdomen, 
are very similar to those of P, tetraodon. The anterior 
pair of feet are of moderate size, not nearly so broad and 
massive as those of the other species, and the hands com- 
pressed. The remaining feet are tuberculated, excepting 
the penultimate joint of the second pair, which is without 
tubercles or spines. The whole surface is covered with a 
very dense villous coat, much thicker than in P. tetraodon^ 
and there are a few tufts of longer club-shaped hairs inters 
spersed, with which also the base of the rostrum and that 
of the antennse are furnished. 

This species is exceedingly liable to the growth of foreign 
substances upon the surface, to which the dense villous 
covering affords a very ready and firm attachment. I have 
a specimen in my collection the form of which is almost 
completely concealed by a mass of sponge which has grown 
on its back. 

Dr. Leach states that it was first noticed by Mr. Gibbs, 
who was employed as a collector by Montagu. It was 
described and figured by the latter indefatigable naturalist, 
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in the eleventh rolume of the " TnmaactioDS of the LinDean 
Society," under the name of Cancer biaciUeatoB; and Dr. 
Leach aftenrards assigned to U its present name after the 
discorerer. 

According to the same anthority it is not an tmcommoti 
species on the southern coast of Devon and Cornwall. In 
the latter county Mr. Couch says it is not nncommon, oc- 
carring at Tarioos depths, irom two to twenty &thom8. I 
have obtained it at Hastings; where Mr. Hailstone also 
mentions its frequent occurrence ; and Dr. Milne Edwards 
mentions it as an inhabitant of the French coast. 

It is generally found in deep water, and is taken either 
by the trawl net, or by dredging. It spawns in December, 
according to the observation of Mr. Hailstone. 
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DECAPODA. MAIADM. 

BBACHYURJ. 



GENUS HYAS, Leach. 



Cancsr, 


Herbtt 


Maia, 


Boac. 


Inachub, 


FabriciuB. 


Pisa, 


Latr. 


IIyas, 


Leach, Edwards. 



Generic character. — External anfennes with the basal portion 
slightly narrowed forwards, and separated from the outer portion 
of the orbit by a notch ; the second joint dilated externally, longer 
than the third. External pedipalps with the third joint notched 
at the internal apex. The first pair of legs thicker than the rest, 
shorter than the second pair, and equal ; the fingers tapering to 
the point, and when closed, meeting throughout nearly their whole 
length. The remaining pairs of legs simple, slender, long, almost 
cylindrical ; the terminal jomt without spines beneath. Carapace 
tuberculous, elongate-subtriangular, much rounder at the posterior 
margin; rostrum of moderate length, triangular, depressed; the 
lacinife somewhat converging. The lateral margin with a strong 
spear-shaped process immediately behind the orbit. Eyes capable 
of being deflexed within the orbits. Abdomen seven-jointed in 
both sexes ; the terminal joint in the male is transversely ovali 
and the corresponding marg^ of the penultimate joint is broadly 
emarginate to receive it. 

This genus bears considerable relation to Pisa^ from 
which it differs, amongst other characters, in the dilated 
form of the second joint of the antennae, and the absence of 
spines beneath the last joint of the legs. 



HTAS ABANEUa. 




Hga, 

i^wp^B Aantdtr. — CSna^ace not contiHclcd behind the poat-oitntar haiUfomi 



Gmmt aramu, Link. SjM. Nat, I. 1014. 

„ B^fit, HiRBST, 1. 1. irii. f. S9. p. 343. 

Inadmt anaaa, FisB. Eat. Sjrt. SnppL 366. 

A/w „ LucH, Ediiib.£DcjcLVIl. 394. 

//j«u „ Id. L c p. 431. Id. Malac Brit. t. xii. A. Edw. HUI. 

Cnul. I. p. 312. Coucu, Comiih Fauna, p. 66. 

Thib is the largest Britbh speciea of the family with the 
exception aiMaia Squinado. The carapace is of an eloagate- 
triangnlar form, the posterior margin very much romided, 
and the anterior portion confflderably narrowed. The ros- 
tnun is triangular, its two lacinite nearly parallel at their 
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inner edge, converging at the points, somewhat flattened 
above, and slightly hollowed beneath. The external an- 
tennse are remarkable in this, as in the other species of the 
genus, for the dilated form of the external margin of the 
second joint, which is also considerably longer than the 
succeeding one ; the peduncle is nearly as long as the ros- 
trum. The eyes are but little larger than the footstalk, and 
capable of being retracted within the orbit, which is large 
and open, arched above, and protected posteriorly by a 
strong hastate process. There are no spines on any part 
of the body or limbs; but the carapace is covered with 
low tubercles of various sizes. Of the external pedipalps 
the second joint is quadrate, slightly produced at the an- 
terior and inner angle ; the third joint of an irregular 
form, and somewhat notched at the inner apex for the 
articulation of the terminal portion. The abdomen of the 
male is of a very peculiar form. The third joint is the 
broadest, the fifth and sixth nearly equal, and the latter 
excavated in its distal margin to receive the seventh joint, 
which is transversely oval, or rather reniform, being broad- 
ly emarginate at the terminal margin. The abdomen of 
the female is broadly oval, and has a broad tuberculated 
carina, which is also the case with that of the male. 
The body and limbs are partially covered with a villous 
coat. 

The dimensions of a fine male are as follows : 

In. Lines. 
Length of the carapace . .86 

Breadth of do. . .26 

Length of the anterior legs . .53 

"This species,*" says Dr. Leach, "is very common on 
the coasts of Scotland and Kent. On the sliores of Devon- 
shire it is of rare occurrence.'*"' I have received it from 
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Worthing in Sussex, and from the coast of North Wales, 
through the kindness, respectively, of my friends Mr. Dick- 
son and Mr. Eyton. I have obtained it at Hastings, 
where it occurs in considerable abundance ; and dredged 
it on oyster-beds at Sandgate, of large size, at from ten to 
twelve fathoms. 

The following particulars respecting the occurrence of 
this species on different parts of the coast of Ireland, are 
very interesting, and are taken from the Catalogue of Irish 
Crustacea, by my friend Mr. W. Thompson. 

^' Mr. Templeton has noticed this species as taken at 
Carrickfergus ; and native specimens are in Mr. J. V. 
Thompson's collection. It has been obtained at Youghall 
and Dublin by Mr. B. Ball. We take it by dredging in 
the loughs of Strangford and Belfast, where, too, it is com- 
monly thrown ashore. In the estuary, at little more than 
half a mile from Belfast, a number of large specimens of 
this crab were captured in the month of October 1839, oq 
the hooks attached to hand lines, much to the surprise of 
the fishermen, who had never met with them so near the 
town before, or in brackish water. The lug-worm {Lvm- 
bricuB T/iarinm^ was the bait attacked in this instance by 
the crabs. Eyas araneus was taken in the dredge at Bun- 
doran, on the western coast, by our party in July 1840, 
and very small living specimens were found under stones, 
between tide-marks at Lahinch, on the coast of Clare. 
In Mr. Hyndman's cabinet are two crabs of this species? 
with oysters attached to their backs. The oyster {Oatrea 
edulis^ on the larger crab is three inches in length, and 
five or six years old, and is covered with many large 
BalanL The ^ shell,' or carapace of the crab is but two 
inches and a quarter in length, and hence it must, Atlas- 
like, have borne a world of weight upon its shoulders. 

D 
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The presence of this ojster affords interesting evidence that 
the Hya$ lived several years after attaining its full growth. 
Both crabs and oysters, though dead, were brought to Mr. 
Hyndman in a fresh state. The hairs on the body and 
legs of specimens in my collection are longer in the small 
than in the large individual. On the north-east coast of 
Ireland, the H. araneus is very much preyed on by the 
codfish. 

^^ In January 1840, I saw specimens of this crab of very 
large size on the coast near Edinburgh ; the carapace of 
one which I measured was three inches in length, and the 
extent from the extremities of the first pair of legs eleven 
inches." 

Mr. Hailstone states that this crab spawns in February ; 
this, however, cannot be universally the case, as I took 
several females at Sandgate early in May, in the year 
1 843, every one of which was carrying her load of spawn, 
which is of a rich deep orange colour. 
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DECAPODA. MAIADM. 

BtUCHYVBA. 




Hycu coareUUus. Leach. 

distinctly oontracted immediately behind the po&t- 



orintv prooes. 

Hgoi eoanlabtg, Liach, Tnuiiw Linn. Soc XI. p. 329. Id. Malac Brit. t. 

zzi. B. Edw. Hist. Crust. I. p. 312. Couch, Cornish 
Faona, p. 66. 

Tbis 18 a small and elegant species, differing so much in 
the contonr of the shell from ffycu araneus^ as to be dis- 
tinguished at a glance firom that species, although agreeing 
with it in almost all the essential characters. The carapace 
is very broad anteriorly, and suddenly contracted at the 
sides, both of which characters arise firom the extraordinary 
breadth of the post-orbitar processes, which are half lyre- 
shaped and lamelliform. The rostrum is bifid, triangular, 
and each lacinia has a series of minute tubercles along the 
middle. The whole carapace is tuberculated. The an- 
tennae, the eyes, the orbits, and the pedipalps, are very 

D 2 
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similar to those of the former species. The first pair of 
legs in the male are fully half as long again as the body ; 
those of the female, which are slender, about the length 
of the body ; the arms, wrists, and hands are tnbercolo- 
carinated. The remaining legs are slender, shorter and 
smaller in proportion, than in H. araneus ; the third joint 
with a line of small tubercles above. The abdomen re- 
sembles in each sex that of the former species. The colour 
of the carapace and legs above is reddish-white, the tu- 
bercles a beautiful pink or rose-colour; the under parts 
dirty white. The dimensions of a fine male taken at Sand- 
gate by myself, are as follows : 

Id. Line*. 
Length of Canpace ... 1 3 

Breadth of do. .... 9 

Length of first pair of legi ... 1 9 

It is remarkable that in Dr. Leach'^s plate of this species, 
the figure of the male is very much smaller than that of 
the female. In the specimens which I have taken, the 
contrary has been generally the rule, and the males have 
been much larger than those figured by him. 

This species was discovered by Dr. Leach in the Frith 
of Forth, and afterwards found by him on the southern 
coast of Devon. I procured it at Hastings. Mr. Eyton 
sent it to me from the coast of North Wales ; Mr. Couch 
from Gomwall, and Mr. Dixon frt>m Worthing. Dr. 
Leach mentions Sandgate as a particular habitat, where 
I also obtained several specimens by dredging, in May. 
I have received it through the kindness of Mrs. Tate from 
Zetland, and from Orkney by Dr. Pollexfen and Dr. Du- 
guid. As an Irish species, it has occurred at Youghall, 
in Dalkey Sound near Dublin ; in the loughs of Strangford 
and Belfast, and at the Giant's Causeway. '* Thus," says 
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Mr. Thompson, ^' from the North to the Sooth of Ireland 
this species prevails.'^ This eztensiye range anthorises me 
to consider it as even more generally distribnted on oar 
coasts than H. araneus. In the yoong state it is rery 
difficult to distinguish the two species, aa the fimner has, 
in its early age, the spreading form of the poslrorbitar pro- 
cesses which distinguishes the present species in its perfect 
adult condition, and which is gradually lost by the other. 
It is said by Mr. Hailstone to spawn in January. Amongst 
those which I obtained at Sandgate in the month of May, 
were several females, all without spawn. 

Mr. Hailstone described in the eighth volume of Loo- 
don'*s Magazine of Natural History, what he considered to 
be a distinct species, under the name of Hycu ierraUu. 
There can be no doubt that these were very yoong speci- 
mens of the present species, as was suggested by Mr. 
Westwood in some observations on Mr. Hailstone'^s com- 
munication. There were three specimens, which Mr. H. 
states were all males ; but as the largest was only a quar- 
ter of an inch long, it would be impossible at so early 
a period to distinguish the male from the female by the 
abdomen. 



DECAPODA, MAIADM, 

BRACHYURA. 



GENUS MAIA, Lam. 



Cancbr, Herbst. 

Inachub, Fabr. 

Maia, Lam. LeacK Edwards. 



Generic character. — External antennce with the basal portion 
very broad, forming a considerable part of the inferior boundary of 
the orbit, furnished with two strong spines, the outer one directed 
outwards and forwards, the inner curved downwards ; the move- 
able portion inserted at the outer and upper angle of the basal por- 
tion, where it fills the inner canthus of the orbit. Internal an- 
tennce placed in triangular fossse, between the anterior extremity of 
which is a strong spine, exactly similar to the inferior spine of the 
basal joint of the external antennsa and ranging with them. Eyes 
not thicker than their peduncles, which are elongated and slightly 
ciurved. Orbita deep, oval ; their upper boundary, which is arched, 
having two fissures. Carapace ovate-subtriangular, convex, cover- 
ed with numerous spines or tubercles. Rostrum very strong, bifur- 
cate, the horns somewhat divaricate. Anterior lege elongated, 
thicker than the others in the adult male, but much smaller in 
younger age, and in the female ; the hands and wrists long, the 
fingers tapering and pointed, and scarcely toothed. Lege of the 
remaining pairs elongate, cylindrical, the terminal joint naked 
at the extremity, and without spines beneath. Abdomen seven- 
jointed in both sexes. 



HPINOUH SPIDER-CRAB. 




SPINOUS SPIDER-CRAB. 

COBWICH. 

ifaia iqmnado. 
Specific abmicicr.— Carapace conTci, corered with ihaip apinu. 

Ohkbt Sfuaada, HiRBST, I. t xir. f. 34-S5, (jun.) Id. III. t. ItL 

(adnlt) 
„ Maiu, SowiHB. Brit. Hiic. t, tttW . 

L*T». Hilt. Nat del Cnut. VI. p. 93, Bosc, Hiit, 
Nst. dm CnuU I. p. 257. Lkach, Traoi. Linn. Soc. 
XI. p. 336. Id. MaLu. Brit, t XTiii. Edw. Hiat. 
CnuL I. p. 327. 



The carapace of this species of Maia is coneiderably con- 
vex, of an oTo!d form, but becoming more triangular in 
adult age, by the increased narrowing of its anterior por- 
tion. The rostrum is strong and prominent, its two horns 
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somewhat diverging, so as to leave a triangalar space be- 
tween them. The orbit has a strong spine above its outer 
angle, and a smaller one at the base of the former; its 
superior boundary is arched and rounded. The lateral 
margin has five or six very strong sharp spines, the an- 
terior of which bounds the outer angle of the orbit. The 
upper sur&ce of the carapace is covered with innumerable 
spines and tubercles. The under surfistce of the anterior 
portion is furnished with five strong spines, two on each 
side on the basal joint of the external antennee, the outer 
one directed forwards and outwards, the other curved 
downwards, and a single one at the root of the rostrum, 
likewise curved downwards. The second and third joints 
of the antennn of nearly equal length, and inserted at the 
outer angle of the basal joint. Anterior pair of legs in the 
adult male nearly twice as long as the carapace, much larger 
than the succeeding ones ; the arm and wrist tuberculated ; 
the hand scabrous; the fingerd very taper, pointed, the 
moveable one slightly curved, scarcely denticulated. The 
remaining legs cylindrical, without spines or tubercles ; the 
second pair nearly half as long again as the carapace, the 
rest diminishing regularly to the fifth ; the last joint very 
slightly curved, its extremity naked, abruptly smaller, and 
pointed. The abdomen is in each sex seven-jointed. In 
the male, the second joint is very narrow at the insertion 
of the last pair of legs, the anterior part of it becoming 
abruptly much wider; the sides of the remainder are 
nearly parallel, becoming, however, a little narrower, and 
the terminal margin is rounded. It has a broad carina 
occupying one-third of its breadth. In the female it is 
oval. 

There are few species of Crustacea in the form of which 
age produces so great a change as in this. The younger in* 
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dividaals not only exhibit the more slender and shorter 
dimensions of the anterior legs, bat the anterior part of the 
carapace is much broader in proportion ; a character which 
permanently belongs to the Mediterranean species, M. ver- 
rucosa. 

Pennanrs fignre of what he terms Cancer maia^ belongs 
to Lithodes arctica^ and it is very probable that he, as well 
as others, has confonnded these two species, before the tme 
characters of Grostacea were understood, and indeed before 
naturalists in general were aware of the value of specific 
characters. 

There is a spedes found in the Mediterranean very 
nearly allied to this, and which has been supposed to in- 
habit our southern coast. It is the Maia verrucosa of 
Edwards already alluded to : it is readily distinguished 
from this by the absence of spines on the surface, which 
are replaced by tubercles ; by the greater extent and de- 
velopment of the supra-orbitar arch; by the breadth of 
the anterior portion of the carapace, which remains to the 
adult age as broad as in the younger state ; and by the 
depressed form of the carapace. I beheve M. verrucosa has 
not been taken on our shores; those found in Cornwall, 
and considered as such by Mr. Couch, being undoubtedly 
the present species/ 

This Crab is found in great abundance on almost all 
parts of our southern and western coast. In Ireland it 
occurs also on the southern coast. It is by &r the largest 
species of the family, and with the exception of the great 
Grab, Ctmcer poffurus, the largest of the British Brachyura. 
I have a specimen taken in Plymouth Sound, the carapace 
of which is eight inches in length, and nearly six in 
breadth, and the length of the anterior feet is fifteen 
inches. 
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It is eaten by the poorer classes, though I understand it 
is but indifferent food. Like all the other triangular Crus- 
tacea, the fishermen inveterately term it ^' spider ^^ and 
they appear to have very little idea of any affinity between 
these forms, and the Crabs properly so called. I remem- 
ber some years since seeing in one of the back streets of 
Poole, near the water-side, a little girl standing by a small 
table, on which was a plate containing two of these Crabs, 
of moderate size, cooked and for sale. On my accosting 
her with " Pray do they eat these crabs here !" She re- 
plied with a look of great surprise at my ignorance, ^* They 
ben't crabs, sir, them'^s spiders I^ 

Mr. Richard Couch informs me that in Cornwall several 
dozens of ^^ the Corwich ''^ are sold for sixpence, but that 
they are more frequently given away to those who ask 
for them. Mr. Couch adds, that he never saw a soft one, 
or one soon after casting its shell, although they are often 
taken ^^ped^ or ready to cast it. This, doubtless, arises 
from the extreme secrecy of their retreats when undeigoing 
this process. 

The following account, for which I am indebted to the 
gentleman just mentioned, is very interesting, and it affords 
another opportunity of confirming the true metamorphosis 
of the decapodous Crustacea. " This is the most abundant 
of all the Crabs found on our coast, but it d6es not make 
its appearance so early in the season as the Common Crab, 
the Lobster, or indeed any other ; it is rarely found earlier 
than May, but from that time till the end of the fishery 
in August or September, these Crabs make their appear- 
ance in vast numbers, to the great vexation of the fisher- 
men; for it is found that from the time these begin to 
enter the pots, the more valuable kinds considerably de- 
crease in number ; and this is supposed to arise from their 
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restlesB actmty. No sooner are they in the crab-pot, than 
they are continually in motion, scrambling from one part 
to another, and in this way frighten the Grab and Lobster, 
and prevent them fit)m entering. In the spring and early 
part of the summer they lie concealed beneath the sand, 
in deep water. About May they leave their places of con- 
cealment, bnt never come into shallow water, as does the 
common crab ; the latter is often found in crevices of rock, 
or beneath stones left by the receding tide; but this is 
never the case with the Conoieh, They shed their spawn 
about August or September, at some short distance from 
the shore, most probably in the sands. In this, too, they 
differ from the Common Grab, for even when the spawn is 
quite mature for ^^ casting,^ they enter the pots as readily 
as at any other time ; whilst on the other hand it is a very 
rare occurrence to catch the Gommon Grab with spawn, 
unless it be with a dredge-net. It would seem either that 
they grow very fiast, or that the young differ considerably 
in their habits from the larger ones ; for whilst it is very 
common to find specimens measuring nine or ten inches in 
the length of the carapace, it is very rare indeed to get one 
less than three inches ; and a fisherman tells me that after 
many years fishing he caught one about the size of a half- 
crown, which was the smallest he ever saw. 

*^The ova, when quite ready for shedding, (fig. 1,) are 
about the size of a very small mustard-seed, and of a 
reddish-brown colour, besprinkled with small dark spots. 
After keeping them suspended in sea-water for twenty-four 
hours, some of the ova dropped from their attachments, 
and soon after the young escaped, and this evidently by 
their own exertions, as distinct motions were easily ob- 
servable under the microscope while they were yet en- 
closed. When they first escape, they are, as it were, rolled 
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cm ihemselTes, (fig. 2,) the caudal extTemity being bent on 
the body; bat this is soon changed for the position re- 
presented in fig. 3. I coold detect no spine on the anterior 
part of the carapace, which was quite smooth, but marked 
with dots. The eyes are sessile and hirge; the daws, 
particolariy towards the extremity, covered with minute 
hairs." 

These interesting observations of Mr. Richard Couch af- 
ford a fresh confirmation of the truth of the metamorphosis 
of the brachyurous Crustacea, and it is to be hoped that 
whenever an opportunity occurs to any observer to pre- 
serve and examine the embryo, and the subsequent pro- 
gress towards the perfect state of any other species, similar 
notes may be made, and thus we shall hereafter arrive at 
a knowledge of this curious process in most of our native 
species. 

An ordinary sized Corwich, as Mr. Couch informs me, 
bears at one time upwards of seventy-six thousand eggs. 



/ 



n.s. 





DECAPODA. PARTHENOPIDJB. 

BRJCHYURA. 



GENUS EURYNOME, Leach. 

Cancer, Pennant. 

EuRYNOMS, Leacb, Riaso, Edwaids. 

Generic character. — External antennce Bcaroely longer than the 
rostrum; the basal joint triangular, and perfectly united to the 
sunounding parts ; the second inserted at its apex, at the inner 
eanthus of the orbit, and beneath the rostrum ; second joint larger, 
but shorter than the third. External pedipalps with the third 
ymi dilated at the outer and emarginate at the iimer angle. An^ 
terior pair of legs in the male, larger and much longer than the 
succeeding ones ; hands long, linear ; fingers inflected. The second 
to the fifth pairs of legs linear, diminishing regularly in length. 
Carapeux irregularly rhomboidal, produced anteriorly, and much 
rounded behind, verrucose. Rostrum bifid, the lacinisB triangular, 
flattened, slightly divaricate. Orbits deep, above strongly arched, 
with a single fissure near the external angle. Eyes retractile, 
globular, larger than the peduncles, which are short Abdomen 
seven-jointed in both sexes. 

This genus is the only British representative of a highly 
interesting and curious, as well as natural family, agreeing 
nearly with the genus Parthenope of Fabricius, and com- 
prising a number of bizarre forms, which have for the most 
part very long arms and rough, rocky-looking bodies. They 
form upon the whole, as Milne Edwards has observed, a 
passage from the triangular families, to the more typical 
Cancebio^ ; and, like many other small osculant or inter- 
mediate groups, exhibit many diverse and somewhat isolat- 
ed forms. Of these the present genus, Eurynome^ may be 
considered as the most nearly related to the Maiad^, with 
which family it agrees in the union of the basal joint of 
the external anteanse with the parts surrounding it, as well 
as in the general form of the body. 



FAIITHE.VOP1D.C 



PABTHENOPWJB, 




Ewryiwmt a^tra. Leacb. 

^Mcjlb aianxAr. — RoMnun laM than ant fonrtli the total leDgth of the body. 
CanjMce canted with nDmetmii imall mrtj tubercle*, regnlaii; di^iowd. 

Oman- atptr, Pbnnant, Brit. ZooL IV. 1. 1. f. 3. p. 13. 

fiirjnKMK atptra, LbicU, Ualac. Brit. t. xriL Edw. HiM. Cni*t> I. p. 

351. 
„ ^raoM, HmsTOHB in Ifag. Nu. Hut, VIII. p. 549. 

The oanpace of tliia yerj pretty crab is irreguIitFly rhom- 
boidal, tbe anterior triangle hemg longer than the posterior, 
which latter is somewhat rounded; the rostrum is less than 
one-foarth the whole length of the carapace, bifurcate, the 
laciuiffi somewhat divergent, acate, and flattened. There 
is a large triangular laminar tooth at the outer angle of the 
orbit, and there are three smaller ones at the lateral mar- 
gin of the branchial region. The carapace is covered with 
numerous small, round, warty tabercles, which, on a close 
examination, are foond to be distributed with perfect regu- 
larity. The most conspicuous of these are two on each 
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branchial region, and one on the centre of the cardiac. 
The latter, which is smooth and polished, is surrounded by 
ten others, which are warty, arranged in an oval form, five 
on each side. The external antennae are not longer than 
the rostrum. The basal joint, as in the Maiada^ is sol- 
dered to the surrounding parts ; in which respect it differs 
fiom that of some other genera of the family in which it 
is detached ; it is triangular, and the moveable portion is 
inserted at its apex, and does not extend beyond the ros- 
trum. The second and third joints are oval, and nearly 
equal. The external pedipalps have the second joint 
oblong-quadrate ; the third has the outer angle produced, 
and the inner angle truncate and emarginate. The an- 
terior legs in the male are nearly twice as long as the body, 
and much larger than the succeeding ones, the arms and 
hsmds long, the wrists short, the fingers long and inflected. 
In the female they are but little larger, and scarcely 
longer than the second pair. The whole are covered 
with tubercles. The abdomen in the male is tubercu- 
lated and carinated; the terminal joint triangular. In 
the female it is oval, carinated, and the margin broadly 
ciliated. 

The length of a very fine male specimen is about nine 
lines, and its breadth seven lines. Its colour is a light 
rose, intermixed with a slight tint of blueish-grey. 

The Ewrynome aspera^ which is one of the rarer of the 
British Crustacea, inhabits deep water, having been dredged 
in seventy &thoms. It has been taken by dredging, or by 
the trawl on the coasts of Cornwall, Devonshire, Dorsetshire, 
and Sussex. I find by my own notes that I took a speci- 
men in Swanage Bay, in Dorsetshire, some years since, but 
it has been lost. It has also been dredged off the Isle of 
Man, and in Loch Fyne, by Mr. McAndrew, to whom I 



48 PARTHBN0P1D.£. 

am indebted for specimens from both localities. I hay- 
been favoured with another specimen, also a female, an< 
loaded with spawn, by Mrs. Griffiths, who took it at Tor 
quaj. I cannot doubt that Eu, tpinosa of Mr. Hailstone 
described in the eighth volume of the Magazine of Natora 
History, is the young of the present species ; it was takei 
at Hastings ^^ in a mass of FUipara Jlligrana.'" 

The following account of its occurrence as an Irish spe 
cies, is taken from Mr. W. Thompson's Catalogue of the 
Crustacea of Ireland. ^* Marked as Irish in Mr. J. V. 
Thompson's collection. It is rather a rare species, and an 
inhabitant of deep water.**' In Strangford Lough several 
specimens were taken by Mr. Thompson and Mr. Hynd* 
man. It has occurred in Belfast Bay, on the Dublin coast, 
and at Boundstone on the western coast. It was obtained 
also by Captain Beechey off the Mull of Galloway, at 
seventy fathoms. It is found on the coast of France, from 
whence I have received specimens through the kindness of 
my friend Dr. Milne Edwards. 

Being found only in deep water, but little is known of 
its habits. The eggs are of a beautiful orange colour; they 
are deposited in June, or the early part of July, as I have 
a female specimen taken at the latter end of June, in which 
the eggs are so fully developed, that the embryo can be 
seen through the investing membranes. 

When Dr. Leach established this genus, the present was 
the only species known. Bisso has, however, since that, 
described another species, to which he gave the name Eu. 
scutdlata^* but so imperfect is the description, that Dr. Milne 
Edwards found it impossible to judge, with any degree of 
certainty, whether it belonged to this genus or not ; and if 
so, whether it might not be identical with the present. I 

« RiBBO, Hist. Nat de PEur. Merid., IV. p. 21. 
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possess, however, a pair of this beaDtiM little species from 
the Bay of Naples, and find it to be very distinct from oars 
ia several points, yet bearing a near affinity to it. As a 
sofficient dietinctiTe character of it has not yet been given, 
Ibr that of Bisso is altogether useless, I thonght it desirable 
to notice it on the present occasion. It differs from the 
English species by its longer rostrnm, which equals one- 
third of the total length, and by the absence of the scat- 
tered tubercles by which that ia distinguished, instead of 
which there are several broad, flat, diield-like elevations. 
Risso had not seen the female, of which sex 1 have a 
q)eci[nen loaded with eggs of a deep amber colour. 

My friend Professor Forbes dredged Eu. atpera at a 
depth of thirty fathoms off the Isle of Man, and at seventy 
^thorns in the j^gean. This evidently shows that the 
genus belongs to deep water, an observation which holds 
good of all the family of the Part&enopida. 




DECAPODA. CANCERIDJE. 

BRACHYURA, 



GENUS XANTHO, Leach 



CancAr, Montagu, Herbst. 
Xantho, Leach, Edwards. 



Generic Character, — External antennae yeiy short, the basal 
joint longer than it is broad, in contact with the front only at its 
anterior internal angle ; the moveable portion inserted at the inner 
canthus of the orbit ; the second joint considerably lai^er than the 
succeeding ones. Internal antenme placed obliquely inmiediately 
under the front. External pedipalpB with the third joint quad- 
rate, the inner anterior angle truncate and slightly emaiginate. 
Carapace very broad, slightly convex from before backwards ; the 
latero-anterior maigins with the front forming a semi-ellipsis ; the 
latero-posterior maigin nearly straight ; front projecting, divided by 
a slight fissure ; orbitSy with a fissure beneath, at the external 
angle. Anterior legs very large, nearly equal, the fingers pointed. 
The posterior pairs short, compressed ; the terminal joint very 
short. Abdomen^ in the male, five-jointed ; in the female, seven- 
jointed. 



XANTHO PLOBIDA. 



CANCERIDX. 




XantfM florida. Leach. 



Spte^ dutrader. — Canqace defleied actcriorij ; lalero-anterior margin vith 
fenr itioDg obtusely triangolai teeth ; fingen lilnck, without grooTU ; the •ecotid 
to Ihe fifth pain of legi with the tUrd joint only ctlialed on the upper edge. 

Qaetr fioMn, MoNTAOU, Tnuii. Linn. Sac IX. t. ii. £ 1. p. 85. 

„ imaiia, Liach, Edinb. Eac;cL VII. p. 391. 

1-a.do MHO, Id. 1. c p. 430. 

„ Jlorida, 

Thk caraiwce oi Xantho Jhrida ia about two-thirds as 
long 88 it is broad ; the anterior portion somewhat de- 
flexed; the latere- anterior margin with four strong ob- 
tusely triangular teeth, and reaching nearly as far back as 
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the anterior part of the cardiac region. The surface of 
the anterior portion has several broad flattened elevations, 
which are separated by grooves, the principal of which are 
continuous with the intervals between the lateral teeth ; 
the posterior portion nearly smooth. The front is very 
slightly waved, and sub-emarginate. Orbit with a fissure 
at the inner angle beneath. The anterior legs very large 
and strong ; the wrist with a double tubercle above ; the 
hand rugous, the fingers without grooves. The remaining 
legs short, slightly compressed, the third joint only hairy 
on the upper edge, the fourth and fifth joints grooved. 
Abdomen in the male five jointed, in the female seven 
jointed ; oval, ciliated with long hairs. The colour of this 
species is a reddish brown, the claws black. 

The male is much larger than the female, and his claws 
are very large in proportion to the size of the body. A 
full-sized male is more than an inch and a half long, and 
nearly two inches and a half broad ; and the anterior legs 
of such an individual are nearly four inches long, and the 
hand is three-quarters of an inch broad. 

This species formed the type of a new genus established 
by Dr. Leach, and was at that time the only one known 
to him. Since that time, however, many others, some 
before known and placed in other genera, and some since 
discovered, have been ascertained to belong to it, so that it 
now consists of between twenty and thirty species, inhabit- 
ing every quarter of the world. Until lately, however, it 
has been considered our only indigenous species. It was 
first described by Montagu in the '^ Transactions of the 
Linnaean Society,^ under the name of Cancer Jioridus ; but, 
as Dr. Leach very truly says, he must have been misled in 
supposing it to be identical with Linnseus'^s species of the 
same name. The Cancer floridus of Herbst, whieh Mon- 
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tagu quotes also as n synonyme of this species, is a cbarac- 
teiwtic figare of Zozymus tmeug. 

It is found in considerable numbers on the coast of Corn- 
wall and Devonshire, and also in Dorsetshire. It has been 
observed on several parts of the coast of Ireland. The 
female produces a lar^ quantity of eggs, which are of a 
reddish brown colour. Of its peculiar habits nothing is 
known. 




CASCERlDJe. 




^antho rivulosa. 

Spaei^ dutradar. — Carapaa neariy horiionUl ; laten-interior margin with 
(bur trianguliir teeth ; (ingen biown, the moTcable one gnwTed above ; the Mcond 
to the fifUi pain of Icga vith oil the jobta cilialsd on the tipper edge. 

Canar hsdropkSut, KmBBT, 1. 1. ui. f. 124. p. 266. 

XmAofiirida, nr. 0, LbaCH, TnuK. Linn. Soc. XI. p. 320. 

„ rnnIonH, Edwards, Hilt. Cratt. 1. p. 394. Roui, Cruit 

MedileiT. t. xxxt. Couch, Comiih Fanni. 

This apecies exceedingly resembles X.fiorida, and has 
been doubtless often confounded with It. There are, how- 
ever, numerous well marked distinctiTe characters, as the 
following description will show on a comparison with that 
of the former. 

The carapace is nearly horizontal, the anterior portion 
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being very slightly defiexed ; the front nearly straight, 
prajecting, the margin minately beaded. The latero- 
anterior margin with four triangular teeth, the posterior of 
which reaches scarcely beyond the line of the posterior 
edge of the gastric region ; the inequalities of the surface 
and the intervening grooves, are not very strongly marked. 
The anterior legs are large and strong, the wrist bituber- 
colated ; the moveable finger has a distinct groove on the 
cater aide of the upper surface, extending from the joint 
nearly to the extremity. The remaining pairs of legs are 
compressed, and the upper edge of all the joints ciliated. 

The general colour is yellowish, with red markings ; the 
fingers brown, sometimes but little darker than the rest of 
the shell. The specimens which I have seen have all been 
smaller than the frdl size of X.fiorOa. 

It appears, then, that the present species differs from the 
former in the following particulars : — the carapace is much 
more horizontal, the inequalities of the surface less con- 
spicuous, the lateral teeth more angular, the front less de- 
flexed, its margin short and prettily beaded, which is not 
the case with those specimens of X.florida which I have 
examined. But besides these comparative characters by 
which the two species may be distinguished, when ex- 
amined together, there are others of a positive kind by 
which the present animal may be readily detected. The 
moveable finger is grooved ; the whole of the joints of the 
legs are ciliated on the upper edge, whereas in X.florida 
this is the case only with the third joint. The colour of 
the pincers in this species is brown, in the other it is quite 
black. 

There can be no doubt that this i^ the Cancer hydraphilus 
of Herbst. It is figured also by Savigny in the " Crustacea 
of Egjrpt ;^ it occurs in Bisso^s ** Crustacea of the Neigh- 
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bourhood of Nice ;" aod Edwards 8aye that it inhabite the 
weetern coast of FraDce. In all probability it is identical 
witb JT./orWa, " yar. f3 digitis concoloribus" of Leach ; bat 
Mr. Couch of Polperro was the first to detect it as an 
English species, and to refer it to it« proper name ; and it 
was also detected by Captain Portlock as an Irish species, 
a specimen having been obtained at Portrnch, iu the conn- 
ty of Antrim. I have been favoured by Mr. Couch with 
specimens from Cornwall ; I have also received it from 
North Wales, through the kindness of my friend Mr. Ey- 
ton. Mr. Couch, writing from Polperro says, " JTantho 
rivulosa is common with us, rather more so than X.Jhrida. 
It is found concealed under stones at low-water mark ; is 
of rather slow habits, and exuviates much in the same 
manner as the common crab.'" There is indeed bnt little 
difference in this respect amongst all the true bracbyurous 
forms. 




DEC APOD A, CANCERWJR, 

BRACHYVRA. 



GENUS CANCER. 



Cancxr, Linii. Leach, Bell. 

pLATYCARCiNUfl, LatT. EdwaitU. 



Generic Charaeter. — External antenna with the basal joint 
Teiy long and thick, filling the hiatus between the inner canthus 
of the orbit and the front; and terminating forwards in a strong, 
angular, tooth-like projection, directed forwards and slightly in- 
wards, reaching a little beyond the frontal line ; the terminal por- 
tion is very short and slender, and arises from the internal part 
of the basal joint, nearer to the cell of the internal antennae than 
to the orbit. Internal antenwB directed forwards, placed in longi- 
tudinal cells. External pedtpalps with the third joint excavated 
at the anterior and inner maigin. Anterior feet nearly equal, 
robast ; the others, more or less hairy, but without spines. Cara- 
face transversely elliptic, somewhat elevated, with the regions 
obviously marked; front trifid; orfnte with a strong tooth over 
the inner canthus; and with two fissures above, and one be- 
neath : the latero-anterior maigin on each side extends back to 
the centre of the cardiac region, and passes off into a sinuous, 
gxanulated ridge, which rises over the latero-posterior margin ; 
it is divided into ten lobes, of which the last is very small, and 
often obsolete. Eyee placed on short peduncles. Abdomen, in 
the male, five-jointed ; in the female, seven-jointed. 

This genus is readily distinguished from its immediate 
congeners by the form of the basal portion of the external 
antennae, by the direction of the internal antennae, and by 
the form of the latero-anterior margin of the carapace, 
which is, in this genus, uniformly ten-toothed. There is 
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bat one species of this genus, as now restricted, native of 
the shores of this country, or indeed of Europe, all the 
others being South American. 

The generic name Cancer was applied by Dr. Leach to 
this, the present genus, as restricted by him ; and I have 
elsewhere* stated my reasons for restoring it, after La- 
treille had, in the French Museum, assigned to it the name 
o{ Platycarcinw, m which he had been followed by Dr. 
Milne Edwards. When the characters of the present 
genus were first defined^ the only known species was the 
common large eatable crab of our coasts, the Cancer Pa- 
gurus of Linnseus. Subsequently fvnother species was added 
by Say, and since that three others by myself, from the 
South American collection of Mr. Cuming. The whole 
of these are described in a monograph of the genus just 
referred to. 

* ** TransactionB of the Zoological Society,*^ toI. i. p. 335. 



OBEAT CBAB. 



CANCERID^. 




GREAT OBAB. 
Cancer Pagwus. Auct. 

Sp^e^ dKmdtr. — 3h«U giaaolHted ; [Btero-anterior margin ten-lobed, the lobe* 
contlgTUHu, quBdnte, entire ; handa unoott. 

Camxr Pagtmu, Linn. Spt. Nat XIT. i. 1044. IIbrBst, Krab. 

t \x. t. 59. PiNN. Brit. Zool. IV. t, m. f. 7. 

LucH, Make Brit. t. x. Bbll, Tram. Zool. 

Soc I. p. 341. 
W j^uim nw Pagarut, Edwabdh, HitL Cnut. i. p. 413 

Jim. Oncer >MW>-«re)KiJii«, CoDCB, Coiniib Fmds, p. TO. 

Tbb carapace is transrersely obloDg, flattened, slightly 
elevated in the middle, somewhat romided before and be- 
hiod ; the sm&ce minately grannlated, smooth, with the 
regions but slightly marked. The latero-anterior margin 
is slightly recurved, divided into ten quadrate lobes, the 
sides of which are contiguous, and the marg^ entire; 
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the last lobe inconspicuous, and passing into the posterior 
marginal line, which terminates immediately anterior to 
the posterior marginal ridge. The front triiid, the teeth 
nearly equal. The orbits are round, with a strong trian- 
gular tooth over the inner canthus, which does not project 
as far as the front, and a smaller one between the two 
superior fissures. The external antennas have the basal 
joint much elongated, and terminating forwards in an ob- 
tuse tooth ; the first joint of the moveable portion club- 
shaped, the second cylindrical. The internal antennas 
stand forwards, the anterior half being folded directly 
backwards when at rest. The sternum minutely punc- 
tated, and furnished with small patches and lines of short 
scanty hair. The abdomen in the male, has the margin 
fringed with short hair, and the surfiEu;e with numerous 
small tufts of short stiff hair; the last joint forming an 
equilateral triangle : in the female the sixth joint is very 
large, the terminal one triangular, the sides slightly sinu- 
ated. The anterior pair of feet large, robust, smooth, 
without spines or tubercles, minutely granulated ; the hand 
rounded, without any ridge ; the fingers with strong round- 
ed teeth. The remaining feet slightly compressed, irre- 
gularly angular, and furnished with numerous bundles of 
stiff hairs. 

The colour above reddish brown, in younger individuals 
with a purplish tint ; the legs more red ; the claws black ; 
beneath nearly white. 

There can be little doubt that this species was the one 
known to the Romans by the name of carabua^ from 
whence our common name crab.* Pliny, in enumerating 

* The common name of the wild apple has probably no reference to the animal ; 
it is, doubtless, as Skinner has it, from 9ckrabbcH^ a. s., to scrape, to bite, from the 
harsh, rough taste of the fruit. 
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the different kinds of " cancer^' says, — " Cancroram genera 
carabi, astaci, maiae, pagan, heracleotici, icones et alia ig- 
nobiliora.'*^ It would appear by this passage that the term 
Cancer was applied to the whole of the Malacostracous 
Crustacea; for not only are the hraehyura and some of 
the larger macroura evidently here designated, but the 
'^alia ignobiliora,'*^ in all probability, indicated all the 
smaller and less important forms. 

The habits of this species have been perhaps more 
thoroughly investigated, and are better understood than 
those of most other species. Its large size, and the ex- 
cellence of its flavour, occasion it to be more sought afler 
aB an article of food than any other of the brachyurous 
species ; and hence its habits and the places of its resort 
have been necessarily much observed by those whose occu- 
pation it is to procure it for the market ; whilst the natu- 
ralist has found it a convenient species for his more scien- 
tific investigations, whether as it regards its history or its 
structure. 

It inhabits the whole of our coasts, preferring those parts 
which are rocky ; and its usual retreats are amongst the 
holes in the rocks, where it generally retires when not 
engaged in seeking its food. It is often seen in such 
situations, even when the tide has retreated sufficiently to 
render the rocks accessible, as, for instance, among those 
on the shore at Hastings, where I have often seen them 
in the pools and caverns, left by the receding tide. These 
are, however, always small individuals, rarely more than 
three inches in breadth ; the larger ones remain farther at 
sea amongst the rocks in deep water ; and they also bury 
themselves in the sand, but always in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the rocks. The food of this species, like that 
of most others, consists principally of animal matter, such 
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as dead fish, and the like ; and it is exceedingly probable 
that the crabs discover their food rather by the smell than 
by sight, or, at least, by an impression made by the dif- 
fiision of odorous particles emanating from it, and difibsed 
through the water. Thus they detect the bait which is 
often placed in such situations that it cannot be seen by 
them at any distance, and which consists generally of pieces 
of fish, in which decomposition has already commenced. 
Mr. Couch, indeed, states in his ^'Cornish Fauna,*" that ^' It 
is found that the freshest (bait) only will attract the crab, 
whilst for the lobster it is best when hung for several days 
to become tainted.'^^ And this may doubtless be true to 
a certain extent ; but I have often seen crabs taken with 
lobsters in pots in which the bait was far from being sweet. 
The period of life at which the " Bon crab,*** as the female 
of this species is termed along the western coast, begins to 
breed is, according to Mr. Couch, when the carapace is 
about three inches across. The male seeks the female at 
various seasons ; but it would appear that in this, as in 
the case of the Carcinus manas^ this often takes place im- 
mediately after her exuviation, and that the male watches 
for the completion of this process, when the female is in 
a soft and unprotected state. My friend Mr. Richard 
Couch, thus writes to me on this subject. '' When the 
female retires for exuviation, she is generally accompanied 
by a male ; and when the shell is removed impregnation 
takes place. If the male be discovered and removed, an- 
other will be found to have taken his place after the 
following tide, and this will be repeated for many times in 
succession.^^ The spawn is carried by the parent for a 
considerable period, and is deposited *'at all seasons of 
the year,^** according to Mr. Couch ; Mr. Hailstone says 
in March; but it is most probable that it occurs during 
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the spring and sommer, as is the case with so many other 

It was in the month of June, 1826, that Mr. J. V. 
Thompson* ^^had the good fortune to succeed in hatching 
the ova of the common crab,^ and thus, by perfect and 
aatis&ctory obsenratioD, demonstrated the theory which 
his inrestigation of Zoea had ah-eady suggested to his 
mind, of the true metamorphosis of the Crustacea ; a dis- 
covery which may rank amongst the most interesting and 
important that have been made within the sphere of the 
sciences of observation, not only in the present, but in any 
previous age. The extreme di£Sculty of preserving these 
little animals alive, and ensuring them a supply of their 
proper food, has prevented the observations of their subse- 
quent growth from being so satisfactorily carried out as 
could have been wished ; but the doctrine thus established 
has been confirmed in so many instances by observations 
on other species of Crustacea, that the metamorphosis of 
these animals may now be considered as a fixed and 
incontrovertible truth. 

The fishery for these crabs constitutes an important trade 
on many parts of the coast. The numbers which are 
annually taken are immense ; and as the occupation of 
procuring them is principally carried on by persons who 
are past the more laborious and dangerous pursuits of 
general fishing, it affords a means of subsistence to many 
a poor man who, from age or infirmity, would be unable 
without it to keep himself and his family from the work- 
house. They are taken in what are termed " crab-pots ^^ 
a sort of wicker trap, made, by preference, of the twigs 
<Sf the golden willow, (Salix vitdlina^) at least, in many 
parts of the coast, on account, as they say, of its great 

* See his ^ Zoological Researched* No. I. p. 9. 
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durability and toughness. These pots are formed ou the 
principle of a common wire mouse-trap, but with the en- 
trance at the top; they are baited with pieces of fish, 
generally of some otherwise useless kind, and these are 
fixed into the pots by means of a skewer. The pots are 
sunk by stones attached to the bottom, and the situation 
where they are dropped is indicated, and the means of rais- 
ing them provided, by a long line fixed to the creel, or pot, 
having a piece of cork attached to the free end of the line : 
these float the line, and at the same time serve to designate 
the owners of the different pots ; one perhaps having three 
corks near together, towards the extremity of the line, 
and two distant ones ; another may have one cork fastened 
cross-wise ; another two fastened together, and so on. It 
is of course for their mutual security that the fishermen 
abstain from any poaching on their neighbour'^s property ; 
and hence we find that stealing from each other^s pots is 
a crime almost wholly unknown amongst them. It is at 
Bognor, and Hastings, and in Studland and Swanage Bays 
in Dorsetshire, that I have principally had opportunities of 
personal observation on these points ; and I am also in- 
debted to my friend Mr. Richard Couch for some interest- 
ing observations on this subject ; in addition to which I 
would refer to an excellent account of the crab and lobster 
fishery, in the 6th volume of the Penny Magazine. 

Mr. Richard Couch informs me that on the coast of 
Cornwall ^^ most of these crabs are sold to the lobster 
smacks ; but, that when brought on shore for sale, those 
measuring six inches across the carapace are sold for two- 
pence each ; those of eight or ten inches, threepence, and 
the largest from sixpence to eightpence !^^ If the crabs 
are not immediately wanted on being taken out of the 
pots, they are placed in store pots, which are of the same 
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fonn and materials as the others, but considerably larger. 
Thej are conveyed to great distances, as far, for instance, 
as fiom the coast of Norway to the Billingsgate Market, 
in well boxes, which are of wood, very strongly construct- 
ed, and with holes in all the sides to admit of continual 
change of water, as the boxes are drawn through the sea, 
attached to the vessel. 

The male Grabs are esteemed the best for the table ; 
they are generally larger than the females, and the claws 
are much heavier. They often weigh eight or nine pounds, 
and sometimes as much as twelve pounds. 

Examples are not few of the occurrence of different spe- 
cies of Crustacea in armorial bearings. Prawns, Crayfish, 
Lobsters, and Crabs, are occasionally found, and these, not 
only as ^^ canting"" bearings, or puns upon the name of the 
bearers, but often as examples of that emblematical allu- 
sion in which the heralds of former times so much delight- 
ed. This is not, perhaps, the place to enter into much 
serious disquisition on the utility of such a custom ; and 
yet one can scarcely read the quaint, but wholesome mo- 
ralities, of good old Ghiillim, and other professors of the 
gentle science, without some misgivings that the matter-of- 
fiuH; and prosaic scorn of such emblems, which has suc- 
ceeded to the more poetical — ^may we not also say the 
happier credulity of olden time, may have given us no 
equivalent advantage for the loss of those striking and 
epigranmaatic maxims. I shall venture, therefore, to in- 
dulge an old fondness for this ancient, and really not un- 
interesting '^ science,^^ (I do not use the term in its modem 
and critical sense,) by giving some occasional examples of 
Gbusttacban Heraldry. And in doing this I cannot but 
refer to Mr. Moule's " Heraldry of Fish,'^ as a work not 
less interesting in its historical and technical details, than 
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tasteful and elegant in its illustration. We will presume, 
and it appears extremely probable, that the Heraldic 
Crab is the present uniyersally known and useAil spe- 
cies. Mr. Moule obserres, "The Crab, the emblem of 
inconstancy, appears on a shield of Francis I., one of 
the finest specimens of art in the collection of armour 
at Goodrich Court ; and< according to Sir Samuel Mer- 
rick, the Crab was intended as an allusion to the ad- 
vancing and retrograde movements of the English army at 
Boulogne, under the celebrated Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, in 1523.^^ A golden Crab, according to the same 
authority, was one of the cognizances of the Scrope family, 
and is found on the portrait of Henry, Lord Scrope. " The 
Crab also appears as a crest on the seals of several mem- 
bers of this noble family."* 

The families of Bridger of Sussex, Crab of Scotland, 
Bythesea of Kent, and some others, also bear this ani- 
mal in their coat-armour. 

• Moule'8 •* Heraldry of Fish," p. 231. 



DECAPODA, CANCERlD/t:, 

BRACHTURA. 



GENUS PILUMNUS 



Cancbb, Linn., PenDant, Herbst 

PiLUMNUS, Leach, Edwaidi. 



Generic Character. — External antenruB long and setaceous ; the 
basal joint not continuous with the surrounding parts, but sepa- 
rated by a distinct line, and filling the inner canthus of the orbit ; 
second joint nearly as broad as it is long, and moveable with the 
remaining portion ; third joint longer than the second. Internal 
antenna with the last point of the peduncle club-shaped. Ezter* 
nal pedipalps with the third joint transversely quadrate, the 
antero-intemal angle emarginate. Anterior pair of/eet unequal, 
robust, rounded; the remaining pairs rounded above, flattened 
beneath ; the second pair not longer than the third or fourth. 
Carapace convex, the anterior part much curved from before 
backwards ; the surface even ; the latero-anterior margin extend- 
ing backwards as far as the posterior part of the gastric region ; 
/rant slightly prominent; orbits elliptical, the inferior margin 
spinulose. Abdomen^ in each sex, seven-jointed ; in the male, 
the third joint the broadest, the succeeding ones diminishing regu- 
larly to the apex ; in the female, all the joints sub-equal. 



F 2 



CANCER! DJl. 
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Filumwu hirtellut. Leach. 

Spxcifie riVororttr.— Superior inirgin ot thfl orbit not ipiiKiii^ but, with the 
froEt, Diiputclf denticulated ; htcrD-snlerior margin "med with font ipine* (ei- 
duuie of the extenial angle of the orbit) ; handi Jightly tubereuUted, 

CamiKT Urltllmt, Unn. Sjit. Nat. I. 1 0iS. P»nh. IV. t. tL t I. p. 9. 

FUammiu „ LiACH. Traiu. IJnn. Soc XI. p. 321 j Malac Brit. t. lii. 

Edwards, Hiit. Cnut. I. p. 417. 

Thk carapace ie smooth, anteriorly much incurved ; its 
length to its breadth, as seven to ten ; the &ont broad, 
finely toothed, divided in the centre by a deep fisaure ; 
the latero-anterior margin evenly arched, fumished, ex- 
clusive of the outer angle of the orbit, with four strong 
sharp spines, the anterior two being frequently bifid ; the 
hinder one the strongest, and in a line with the posterior 
part of the gastric region. The upper margin of the orbits 
very minutely toothed ; the lower margin spinous, and in 
each a small fissure. The anterior pair of legs arc remark- 
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ably strong, thick, and roanded ; they are somewhat un- 
equal, in some the right, in others the left being the larger; 
the wrist is tubereulated, and fiimished with a single spine, 
and is slightly hairy ; the smaller hand is tubercalated on 
its upper and outer surface, the larger one almost entirely 
smooth ; the moveable finger much curved, the fixed one 
triangular, and strongly toothed. The remaining legs are 
slightly rounded above, flattened beneath; they are covered 
with numerous hairs, and there are also a few on the wrist 
and on the anterior part of the carapace, which is also 
covered with short down. The abdomen in the male is 
broadest at the proximal margin of the third joint, thence 
diminishing regularly to the extremity, the third to the 
seventh, thus forming a long acute triangle. The abdomen 
of the female is of the form of a long ellipse, with the 
proximal portion truncate ; its margin is fringed with long 
hair. The colour of most individuals is brownish red, with 
obscure yellowish spots; the anterior legs brownish red, 
the fingers light brown ; the remaining legs red, with ob- 
scure yellowish bands. In many the brownish red colour 
is replaced by a dull purple. 

In. Lines. 
Length of the carapace .07 

Breadth of do. . . 10 

The present species is the only one of the genus found on 
our coast, and it may be readily distinguished from all the 
foreign species by the absence of spines on the superior 
margin of the orbit. The figures in Dr. Leaches great 
work are very inferior, and would scarcely serve to dis- 
tinguish it, were any of the other species indigenous to this 
country with which it might be compared. They must 
have been taken from immature specimens; but even of 
such they tbrm but very erroneous representations. 
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It is a common species on aU the western coast of 
England, having been ^ taken in Corn wall, and along the 
coast of DcTonshire, Dorsetshire, Hampshire, and Sussex. 
Dr. Leach mentions it being taken under stones at low 
tide, but those which I have obtained have been from deep 
water. I have dredged them in Swanage Bay, Dorset- 
shire ; but the finest specimens I ever saw, I procured from 
prawn and lobster pots at Bognor, in September, 1842. 
It is worthy of remark^ that amongst twenty or thirty 
specimens, I found only one female, a dead and mutilated 
one. It would appear from Mr. Thompson'^s Catalogue 
to be widely distributed on the coasts of Ireland, although 
occurring in small numbers. 

The different species of this genus are very widely dis- 
tributed. They inhabit the Mediterranean, the Bed Sea, 
the East Indies, and other parts of the coast of Asia, 
Australia, and both the eastern and western coasts of South 
America. 



DECAPOD A. CANCERIDjE, 

BRACHTURA, 



GENUS PIRIMELA. 



Cancer, MoDtaga. 

PnuJUSLA, Leach, DeBmarert, Edwards. 



Generic Character. — External antennce nearly^alf the length 
of the carapace ; the hasal joint short, filling a space at the inner 
angle of the orhit; the moveahle portion inserted at its inner 
eanthua. Internal antennte lying somewhat obliquely in their 
caYities, which open immediately under the margin of the front. 
External pedipalps extending forwards beyond the oral cavity, 
and covering the epistome ; the third joint sub-quadrate, emargin- 
ate at the inner margin, about one third firom the anterior angle, 
for the articulation of the palpes. Anterior legs small, compressed ; 
the remaining purs of moderate length, much compressed ; the 
terminal joint nearly straight. Carapace nearly as long as it is 
broad, convex, with numerous strongly-marked elevations ; the 
anterior maigin arched, the posterior much narrowed ; front tri- 
dentate, the middle tooth the longest. Orbits, with two fissures 
above. Eyes, not thicker than their peduncles, which are very 
thick at the base. Abdomen, in the male, five-jointed ; in the 
female, seven-jointed. 

Of this genus one species only is at present known. It 
differs from all the other Cancerida^ in the circumstance 
that the external pedipalps, instead of being confined to 
the opening of the oral cavity, are advanced over the 
epistome to the antennary cavities. 

In its affinities this genus probably approaches the Por- 
tunida by the genus CarcintM ; possibly Panopaus may be 
intermediate between them. 
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DECAPODA. CANCERWJE, 

BRACHYURA. 




Pirimela dmticulata. 

Cancer dentieukUus^ Montagu, Tnns. Linn. Soc. IX. p. 87. t. ii. f. 2. 

Pirimela denticulaki^ Lsach, Malac. Brit. t. iii. Edwards, Hist. CruBt. 

I. p. 424. 

The general form of this pretty Grab will at once strike 
us as differing very greatly from all those which have 
preceded it. The carapace is very little broader than it 
is long ; the anterior margin is so mach arched, as to form 
nearly a semicircle, whilst the posterior portion is regularly 
and greatly narrowed. The latero-anterior margin is 
armed with four prominent teeth, which are triangular, 
slightly curved forwards and upwards, and flattened. The 
front is tridentate ; the two external teeth are triangular, 
flattened, curved a little upwards and inwards, and small ; 
I have seen specimens in which they are almost obsolete ; 
the middle tooth is spiniform, and considerably longer than 
the others. The orbit is also furnished with similar teeth, 
of which there are two above, the inner one being the 
larger ; one beneath, and one at the external angle. The 
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sarfiice of the carapace is oonyex, the regions distinctly 
marked, and the anterior half has several rounded eleva- 
tions, but the hepatic regions are excavated towards the 
maigin. The anterior pair of legs are of moderate size, 
equal ; the wrist has three carinse, each of which termi- 
nates in a small tubercle near its articulation ; the hand 
has four distinct carinse, two on the upper, and two on 
the outer surface; the moveable finger has two longitu- 
dinal grooves; and both the fingers are moderately and 
evenly toothed. The remaining legs are compressed and 
ciliated at the edges, particularly the fifth pair. The ab- 
domen of the male has five joints, that of the female seven; 
the latter is of a lanceolate form, and furnished at the 
margin with numerous long hairs. The usual length of 
the carapace in English specimens, is not more than six 
lines, and its breadth nearly seven ; but I have in my 
collection specimens from the Mediterranean, of which the 
carapace is nine-tenths of an inch in length, and an inch in 
breadth. 

The colour in some specimens is greenish, in others 
purplish and brown mottled. 

This must be considered as one of the least common 
species belonging to our coasts. It was first described by 
the indefatigable Montagu, who states that it was sent to 
him by Mr. Boys, ^^ as the produce of the coast of Sand- 
wich ;^^ and he adds, ^^I have seen a specimen in the cabinet 
of Mr. Donovan, which I am assured came from the coast 
of Scotland.^^ Leach mentions the latter specimen, and 
says that he obtained a fragment from the same locality ; 
two other places on the south coast of Devon, Bantham 
and Torquay, are also named by that celebrated naturalist 
as its habitats. Mr. W. Thompson found three specimens 
washed ashore at Gompton, in the Isle of Wight. The 
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same gentleman mentions two localities in Ireland where 
it has been found, namely, the coast of Antrim, and La- 
hinch on the coast of Clare. Of its habits nothing, I 
believe, is known. It would appear not to approach the 
shore, as the only liviDg examples on record were obtained 
from the reAiae of trawl-fishers. 




DBCAPODA, PORTUNIDM. 

BRACHYURA. 



GENUS CARCINUS, Leach. 



Cancbr» Auct. 

CARCiNUfs Leach, Edwards. 



Generic Character, — External antenna lodged in the inner 
canthus of the orbit, the basal joint narrow and sub -cylindrical. 
Internal antenna lying obliquely in nearly circular cells. £x' 
temal pedipalps with the third joint excavated on the anterior 
half of the inner margin^ and dilated at the outer side. First pair 
of feet somewhat unequal, the wrists with a strong spine on the 
inner side, standing forwards; the hands glabrous on the outer 
surface; secondy thirds and fourth pairs slightly compressed, with 
the terminal joint long, styliform^ somewhat four-sided ; the ffih 
pair more compressed, formed for swimmings the terminal joint 
lanceolate. Carapace slightly convex, rather broader than it is 
long ; the front somewhat projecting, and forming, with the orbits 
and the latero-anterior margin, a nearly regular curve, which ex- 
tends back to a line drawn through the middle of the genital 
region; latero-anterior margin strongly toothed. Orbits^ oval, 
directed forwards, very open above, with a single fissure, both 
in the superior and inferior maigins. Eifes, smaller than their 
peduncles. Abdomen, in the male, five-jointed; in the female, 
seven-jointed. 

Thie genns, of which one species only is at present 
known, constitutes the nearest approximation amongst the 
swimming Grabs, to the cancerida; the osculant genus in 
that family which bears a near afifinity to this, is Pano- 
paus. 



POBTVNIDS. 



PORTUNID^. 




COMMON SHORE-CEAB. HARBOUR^CRAB. 

Carcinut Mitnai. 



CamctT Atwma, 


Pbnn. Drit. Zool. IV. p. !. t. iJL t 6. 




l-ortwi- „ 


Lkach, Edinb. Encjcl. VII. p, 390. 




CardnM „ 


LiACH, lb. p. 439. Tnini.Unn.Soc.Xl.p.314. 


Malac 




Podophlh. Brit. t. T. [. 1—4. Edw. Hi>L CniM. 


l.p.43 



Thb carapace of this comtnon species is rather broader 
than it is long-, minutely tuberculated, the regions very 
distinct and rather prominent. The front is divided into 
three lobes, of which the middle one is rather longer 
than the others ; they are distinctly margined and slightly 
turned upwards ; the orbits very open above, with a single 
fissure in the superior, and one iu the inferior margin, and 
a strong tootli at the outer, and a smaller one at the 
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ioner angle. The latero-anterior margin has four strong 
flattened triangular teeth, directed forwards; the second 
and fourth more acute than the others. The latero-pos* 
terior mai^n extends backwards in a straight line, and 
the posterior margin has a distinct elevated waved border. 
The external antennae are placed in a hiatus at the inner 
canthus of the orbit, which they do not entirely fill. 
The basal joint is rather narrow, and somewhat round. 
The internal antenna are lodged rather obliquely in large 
open fossae. The anterior pair of feet nearly equal, the 
wrist with a strong but not very prominent tooth at the 
upper and anterior angle ; the hand smooth externally, 
the upper margin with a double longitudinal carina; 
the fingers toothed. The second, third, and fourth pairs 
slightly compressed, the terminal joint very long, styliform, 
somewhat four-sided; the fifth pair more compressed, the 
terminal joint broader and flatter than in the others, form- 
ing an approximation to the more perfectly natatory form 
observed in the other genera of the family. The two last 
joints of the second pair, and the three last of the fifth 
pair, ciliated on the under edge, and the latter also on the 
upper edge of all the joints. The abdomen, in the male, 
five-jointed, forming a slightly acute triangle from the 
base of the third joint ; in the female, it is seven-jointed, 
broad, with rounded and ciliated margins, the terminal 
joint rather abruptly smaller than the preceding. 

The general colour of this species is a blackish green, 
darker anteriorly, and often dull red underneath; they 
vary, however, considerably, both in the hue and in the 
intensity of the colour. The young are often mottled with 
white, and sometimes almost wholly white, with perhaps 
a single black spot on the centre of the carapace. 

This is the only known species of the genus, and is 
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undoubtedly the most common Crab of our shores. On 
every part of the coast, it is found in numbers ; on sandy 
beaches it is constantly left by the receding tide, concealing 
itself under stones, and on being disturbed, either runs to 
regain its natural shelter in the retiring sea, or hastily 
buries itself completely in the soft sand. It is, however, 
by no means confined to the sandy shores; it is often 
dredged in rather deep water, though its favourite haunt 
is in the former situation. Such habits as these require 
a power of remaining for a considerable time out of 
water, and we find this to be remarkably the case with this 
species ; it cannot, it is true, like the land Grabs, live at a 
great distance from the sea, requiring only the moisture of 
a humid atmosphere, to preserve their branchise in a state 
fit for respiration, but it will remain active for many hours, 
and probably for days together, if it have the opportunity 
of burying itself in sand which is wetted with sea- water : 
difiering in this respect from the more typical forms of the 
family, which require constant immersion in deep water. 
It will even, as Mr. Couch informs me, survive its im- 
mersion in fresh water for several hours. 

This Crab is much eaten by the poorer classes on the 
coast, and great numbers are also brought to the London 
markets, the flavour being very delicate and sweet. On 
some parts of the coast, a small black variety is found, 
which the fishermen consider as a distinct species, distin- 
guishing them as the black and the green crab. This variety 
is found in deeper water, and is believed to interfere with 
the success of their prawning, by either destroying the 
prawns, or frightening them away from the pots. It is 
certainly merely a variety. 

Its food consists principally of the fry of fish, of shrimps, 
and other Crustacea, but it will also feed upon dead 
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fish, and almost any other animal substance. Indeed, 
the most common method of taking these Crabs at Poole, 
where numbers are caught by the fishermen's children, is 
by tying a mass of the mtestines of either a fowl or of 
any fish to a line, and hanging it over the quay : the 
Grabs seize upon this bait, and are drawn np in considera- 
ble numbers. Mr. Hailstone states, that they attack 
mussels, and that he once saw one carrying about on its 
hand a mussel which had closed its shell upon it. They 
run with considerable rapidity, and with an awkward 
sidelong gait ; and they lurk in pools of water left by the 
tide, partially concealed in the sand, but with the anterior 
part of the carapace, including the eyes, exposed, so as to 
watch for the approach of their small living prey, on 
which they spring with great activity. They are, however, 
very timid and wary, and will not move if they discover 
that they are watched. They simulate deaths if disturbed, 
as completely as do many coleopterous insects. 

The process of exuviation takes place at various parts 
of the year, from spring to autumn. I have found the fe- 
male carrying spawn as early as April, and as late as Sep- 
tember. 

The eggs continue to increase in size in this and in the 
rest of the Porttmida^ until the abdomen is forced back- 
wards to an obtuse angle with the body. Like most of 
the Brachyura, this species buries its ova in the sand; 
and '* when they are disengaged,^ says Mr. Couch, ** the 
Crab stands high on the points of its legs, and employs a 
couple of them, one on each side, in working the loose ten- 
drils to which the ova are attached.^^ For the following 
interesting account of the development of this species, I 
am indebted to the kindness of the same inde&tigable ob- 
server. " The ova come to life in about forty-eight hours 
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or less. The following are my notes made at the time 
of observation on one that bred in captivity : — ^ It seems 
clear that each ovum has two investing coats, one proper 
to it, the other in which it is enclosed as attached to the 
parent. The latter has a thread, a portion of which is 
seen attached to the ovum after it has been thrown off. 
The ovum bursts on the sides opposite to this thread, and 
the creature first protrudes the abdominal portion, or that 
which is behind the carapace, and which in the ovum had 
been bent underneath ; so that it escapes backwards. 
In some it appeared as if the caudal extremity protruded 
first ; but in most it was the bent portion, and the legs 
were in general bent up under the thorax. They seemed, 
however, to find great difiiculty in throwing off the loose 
membrane of the ovum from the thoracic portion or cara- 
pace, and almost all failed in doing this effectually, the 
development, perhaps, going on too rapidly, in consequence 
of exposure to a warm sun. I suppose, that in the na- 
tural state this is effected in the sand, by creeping back- 
ward, and thereby rubbing it off. The eyes of these young 
Grabs, at their first escape from the ovum, are large and 
sessile. In one or two instances, I thought I saw antennse 
and branchise, or, at least, their projecting extremities ; 
but I could not decidedly distinguish between them and 
the legs. The thoracic portion, or carapace, is somewhat 
rounded, or at least ovoid. I could see no chda^ and sup- 
pose them not developed. The common legs seem bifur- 
cate at the second joint from the extremity, and ending 
in a fine point ; or, perhaps, the bifurcation is at the root. 
The abdominal and caudal portion is long and narrow, and 
also projecting, much resembling the corresponding por* 
tion of the Nebalia Herbstii. A considerable change or 
metamorphosis, must take place in these creatures before 
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they assume their final form, thus confirming the views of 
Mr. J. v. Thompson on this subject ; though these little 
Crabs differ much from the figures of the common edible 
Crab (Cancer Pagwrus)^ as given by that gentleman.^ ^^ 

This detail will be found remarkably consonant with the 
brief description of the Zoea of this species, by Mr. H. 
GUwdsir,* who, however, gives figures of the more ad- 
vanced development of the embryo ; and it is very inter- 
esting to observe these consentaneous accounts of the in- 
teresting fact, from two observers whose investigations were 
carried on at a distance from each other, and without any 
intercommunication. 

It is remarkable that this Crab, unlike the Cancer 
Pagwrus^ is active and pugnacious, both during the pro- 
cess of exuviation, and after it is completed ; and although 
in some cases it takes place in concealment, and even, as 
Mr. Couch observes, whilst buried in the sand, yet they 
certainly appear not to require such precaution, as I have 
often found them running about both whilst the old crust is 
loosening, and in the soft state immediately subsequent to 
exuviation ; and it is not uncommon for the males to seek 
the females when the latter are in this condition. 

* See Jameson's Journal, xxiii. p. 181. 
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DECAPOD J. ORTUNIDjE. 

BRACHTURA. 



GENUS PORTUMNUS. 



Cancxr, (Latipea), Planci. 

Canckr, Pennant, Herbst. 

FoRTUMNUs, Leach. 

Platyonychus, Latr. Edwards. 



Generic Charactery^External antenme inserted at the inner 
canthus of the orbit, the basal joint small^ not united to the fronts 
moveable. Internal antenna lying obliquely in their fossss, which 
are but incompletely separated from the orbits. Extemai pedi- 
palps extending forwards to the antennary foss® ; the third joint 
elongated^ emarginate at the inner margin a little behind the 
apex, for the articulation of the palpal portion^ which is three- 
jointed. Anterior feet sub- compressed, equal ; second^ third, and 
fourth pairs with the terminal joint compressed, narrow, lanceo- 
late, that of the first rather broader ; the Ji/th pair with the 
penultimate joint broad, rounded, and compressed, the terminal 
acutely lanceolate, and broader than that of the other pairs. Cara^ 
pace, as long as it is broad ; front, narrow, toothed ; latero- 
anterior margin arched ; the posterior half of the carapace gradu- 
ally narrowed ; posterior margin truncate. Orbits, with the upper 
maigin evenly concave, and with a single fissure, the inner canthus 
open. Eyes, not larger than their footstalks, which are rather 
slender and slightly curved. Abdomen, in the male, five-jointed, 
the third and fourth joints much longer than they are broad, the 
third being the longest ; in the female, seven-jointed, less than 
half as broad as it is long, the second, third, and fourth joints 
very short, the fiflh transversely quadrate, the sixth and seventh 
regularly diminishing to the apex. 
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I have adopted some characters for this genus which 
will imply the necessity of separating from it species which 
have been included by Edwards in the genus Platyonychus 
of Latreille, which is synonymous with Poriwnmus of 
Leach. The general form and habit of a large and very 
handsome species, Platyonychm hipustulatua^ Edw., must 
at once strike even a casual observer as very distinct from 
our species, on which Dr. Leach founded his genus; and 
the details of many important organs will offer no less 
striking discrepancies. I will now venture to place before 
the reader some of these points in a parallel view, pre- 
mising that I pn>pose to consider our species as the type 
of the genus Portumnus^ and the other as that of a distinct 
genus, for which I would retain Dr. Milne Edwards'^s name 
of Platyonychus. 



PORTUMNUS. 

CartjqxMCd quite as long aft it is brood, 
with the latenHmterior margins yery 
■Hghtly toothed; the front tridentate. 
Oririia with a single fissure in the 
upper margin. 

SUmmn twice as long as it is 
hnwd. 

Fi/lk pair of leg* with the terminal 
jatKt broad ooal^ osry mudi rounded. 

Abdomen mi ike male fioe-joinied ; the 
terminal joint not abruptly smaller than 
the preceding one. 

Abdomen in (he female seren-jointed ; 
neaiiy three times as long as it is 
broad ; the sides parallel, as far as the 
fifth joint inclusive ; the terminal joint 
not abruptly smaller than the preced- 
ing one. 



Platyonychus. 

Carapace one fourth broader than it 
is long; the latero-anterior margin yery 
strangly toothed; front quadridentate. 
Orbits with two fissures in the upper 
margin. 

Sternum not more than one third 
longer than it is broad. 

Fifth pair of legs with the terminal 
joint acttiely lanceolate. 

Abdomen in the male seven-jointed; 
the terminal joint abruptly smaller than 
the preceding one. 

Abdomen m the female seven-jointed ; 
not half as long again as it is broad ; 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth joints form- 
ing nearly a circle, posteriorly trun- 
cated ; the terminal joint only one- third 
the breadth of the preceding one. 



Such are some of the most important characters in which 
these two forms differ, and on which I have thought it 
necessary to consider them as geuerically distinct. In 
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many respects the British species more nearly resembles 
PolybiiM Henslomi^ than it does Platyonychus bipusttthUus; 
nor can I imagine, if the two in question be reduced to 
one generic name, how PolybiuB can consistently be con- 
sidered as distinct. 

It is to be remarked, that Edwards throughout quotes 
Leach'^s genus Partumnus as Portunus^ from which it is 
of course distinct ; and although it was perhaps undesirable 
to give to two genera so nearly allied, names so similarly 
spelt, yet I cannot consider this as a sufficient ground for 
changing the generic name from Portumnus to Platyany- 
chuSy as Latreille has done. 

I have not had an opportunity of examining an Ame- 
rican species, first described by Herbst, and afterwards by 
Say, and referred by Latreille and Edwards to Platyony- 
chus, under the name of PI. ocdlatus^ and therefore I am 
unable to state positively its relations, particularly as the 
abdomen has not been described by either of the naturalists 
who have noticed it. But I believe it will be found to 
belong to PldtyonychuSj as I have above restricted that 
genus. 



POBTUMNDS TARlEOATUa. 
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Porfumnus varieffatus. 

Spee^ tianKUr, — Front tridentat« ; aaapace henrt-shaped, not broadf T than 
it ii long i lerminal joint of the fiKb pair of lfg> lanceolate. 

dmr latipia, PlNHlNT, BriL Zool. IV. L i, f, 4. p. 5. 

Porfamiaa mritgalia, LsACH, Edinh. Encjcl. VII. p. 391. Malac. Brit. 

PlatfOmifchu laigirt, Edwards, Hist. Cmat. I. p. 43S. 

Thb carapace of this species is almost evenly convex, 
slightly granulated, heart-shaped, as broad as it is long, 
the latero-anterior margins with the front almost contina- 
onsly arched, the latero-posterior mar^ns much contracted. 
There are fbnr small teeth on each latero-anterior margin, 
exclnsive of the external angle of the orbit. The front 
has three teeth, of which the middle one is the longest. 
The orbits are entire, the superior and the inferior margin 
regularly concave, with a strong tooth at the outer, and a 
smaller one at the inner angle ; there is a considerable 
hiatus at the inner canthos, which ia filled with the basal 
and second joints of the external antennse. The anterior 
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legs are of moderate length and size, rounded on the outer, 
and flattened on the inner sides ; the wrist has a distinct 
carina on the superior margin, which is ciliated, and ter- 
minates anteriorly in a sharp spine ; the hand is carinate 
above and beneath, the superior carina being, like that of 
the wrist, closely ciliated with short hairs, the inferior con- 
tinued along the immoyeable finger, which is triangular. 
The moveable finger is considerably curved, with a fiirrow 
on the outer side ; both are obtudely toothed. The re- 
maining legs are slightly compressed, the terminal joints of 
the second, third, and fourth, very narrow lanceolate ; that 
of the fifth pair more broadly lanceolate, all acutely 
pointed. The abdomen of the male is long and narrow, 
the penultimate joint nearly quadrate, the terminal one 
triangular. That of the female is but little broader than 
that of the male, the sides parallel as far as the fifth joint 
inclusive, which is transversely quadrate, the penultimate 
and the terming one diminishing almost regularly to the 
apex, which is slightly truncated. 

The colour is very pale dull purplish-white, mottled with 
a darker hue. 

Dr. Leach describes this species, with great truth, as one 
of the most beautiful of the British Grabs ; but he is cer- 
tainly in error when he calls it " the most common.^^ It is 
found along the whole of the western and southern coasts ; 
but as far as my own experience goes, and that of others 
of whom I have made the inquiry, not in the abundance 
alluded to by my lamented friend. Mr. Thompson, in 
giving its Irish localities, says very correctly, " It is occa- 
sionally found thrown ashore on extensive sandy beaches.'*^ 
It is one of the more rare and local of the Irish species. 
It is taken, according to Dr. Leach, by digging beneath 
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the sand at low water mark ; but there can he no douht 
of its inhabiting also deep water, trom the natatory cha- 
racter of the legs, all of which are terminated by a true 
awimming joint, though leas strikingly so than in aome of 
ita congeners. 




DEC APOD A, PORTUNIDM, 

BRACHYURA. 



GENUS PORTUNUS, Leach. 

Cancer, Linn. Penn. Herbst. 

PoRTUNUs, Fabr. Latr. Leach, Edwards. 

Generic Character, — External antennae placed in the inner 
canthuB of the eyes^ separating the orbits from the antennary 
fo8883, which are open in front External pedipalps with the 
third joint quadrate^ and either truncate at the inner and ante- 
rior angle^ or notched at the inner margin, for the articulation 
of the palp. Anterior pair of leg$ generally somewhat unequal, 
and the wrist armed with a strong spine at the superior and 
interior angle ; hands slightly incurved^ marked with elevated 
lines. The second^ thirds and fourth pairs of legs^ with the last 
joint long, styliform, slightly curved, and longitudinally grooved ; 
fifth pair formed for swimming, the last and penultimate joint, 
being very flat, broad, and rounded. Carapace, rather broader than 
long ; the latero-anterior maigin four or five toothed, flattened, 
and thin ; the front, horizontal, projecting. Orbits^ above with 
two — ^beneath towards the outer angle, with one fissure. Eyesy 
with a short peduncle; Abdomen^ in the male, five-jointed, trian- 
gular ; in the female^ seven-jointed. 

The Grabs of this genus are capable of swimming with 
great ease, as the thin, expanded, fin-like form of the pos- 
terior feet would indicate. They are commonly termed 
by the fishermen, swimming and flying Crab ; and, from 
the peculiar motion of their hinder feet, fiddlers. Pen- 
nant gives the name of cleanser Grab to one species, and 
the specific name depurator^ given by Linnseus to a species 
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of Grab presumed by PenDant and by Leach to be the one 
in question, would point to the same supposed office. That 
they do perform such an office in no very limited degree? 
may be concluded from the localities in which they abound, 
and the numbers in which they are found congregated. 
In the refuse of the prawn and lobster pots, where they 
resort for the purpose of feeding on the often half-putrid 
garbage which is placed there as bait, and amongst the 
mass of miscellaneous filth sometimes brought up by the 
dredge, hundreds of these cleansers are frequently taken. 

The genus Portunus as established by Fabricius, was 
much more extensive than at present, including as it did 
the whole of the swimming Grabs belonging to this divi- 
sion ; in fact, the whole family of Portuniday as far as 
they were then known, with the exception of Cardnus^ 
which forms one of the links by which the family of Cance- 
rida are united with the present group. 



PORTtTNlDf. 




VELVET SWIMMING-ORAB. 
Portunua pvher. 



^ledfic eiarader, — Hinder feel with « loi^taduuJ eleTsted line ; body pabn- 
u imiill ipiDy leeth. 



OmeerfMber, Linn. Sjat. N*L XII. 1046. 

„ vdatiiaa, Pbnn. Brit. Zoal. IV. p. 6. L iv. (. 8. 

Portuaut pabcT, Lbach, MsUc. Podophth. Biit. 1. tL Edw. Ctnit. I. 

p.«l. 

The carapace of this Bpeciee is broader than it ie long 
in the proportions of foor to three. The anterior majrgia 
forms the segment of a circle, aod each latero-anterior 
portion is Aimished with live strong triangnlar teeth, the 
margins of all of which, excepting the last, are minntelj 
serrated, and the points are directed somewhat forwards ; 
the posterior is the narrowest, and finely acuminated. 
The orbits are very large and open, both margins minutely 
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denticulate, with two rather deep fissures in the upper, 
and one in the Ibwer ; a strong denticulated tooth protects 
the inner canthns heneath. The eyes are round, placed on 
short and broad peduncles. The front is very broad, armed 
with a spine on each side of the centre, and a denticulated 
trian^Iar tooth at the exterior extremity, between which 
are about three small pointed teeth. The posterior por- 
tion of the carapace is broad, the surface is granulated, 
and covered with a dense, short, villous coat. The first 
pair of legs are very robust ; the spines and processes very 
strongly marked ; on the wrist are two spines, the outer 
one simple and acute, the inner very strong, and furnished 
with two additional smaller teeth. The hand is fiimished 
with a strong Bpine at the anterior and upper part, pro- 
jecting over the joint of the moveable finger : the elevated 
portions are covered with large granulations. The fingers 
are longitudinally grooved, and Aimished with strong ir- 
regular tubercular teeth ; the points moderately acute. 
The second, third, and fourth pairs of legs are long, 
slightly grooved longitudinally, carinated above, and the 
terminal joint is long, slender, and pointed. The fifth 
pair has the last two joints much flattened ; the last but 
one has four, and the terminal one three raised longi- 
tudinal lines, which are naked and polished : they are 
both furnished with a close firm fringe of hair, and the 
last is acuminated. The whole of the legs, as well as the 
carapace and thorax, are covered with a villous coat, 
excepting on the elevated portions, which are generally 
naked. The abdomen in the male forms an acute triangle, 
and each joint is slightly carinated transversely ; in the 
female, it is broadly ovate. 

The colours of this fine species are exceedingly bright 
and showy when it is alive, but soon fade after death. 
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Leaches fignre, in his Malaco^tniea Briiannuty is coloured 
after life, and exhibits a remarkable assemblage of hues, 
the general tint being a reddish brown, and the naked 
portions a bright blue. 

Its velvety coat has procured for it the English name 
of Velvet Crabj and the French one of Crdbe et lains. 

The Velvet Grab is found in considerable quantities^ all 
along the south-western coast of England. In Cornwall 
and Devonshire it is very common ; I have taken it in 
Swanage and Studland Bays, and on the southern coast 
of Kent, where, however, it appears to be more rare. Like 
some other species, it appears in much greater numbers 
during some seasons than in others. Mr. Hailstone has 
the following note respecting its occurrence at Hastings. 
'^ In July, 1834, several dozens were taken off Hastings, 
to the astonishment of the fishermen, who had rarely seen 
them here ; and, since that influx, they have quite dis- 
appeared. This advance and retreat is of frequent occur- 
rence.'''* Mr. Embleton, in his list of the Crustacea found 
on the coasts of Berwickshire and North Durham, men- 
tions its occurrence as not uncommon. Mr. Thompson 
records its existence on all parts of the Irish coast ; and 
states, after Dr. Drummond, that it is taken commonly 
at Bangor by boys, who find it lurking under stones in 
rocky pools at low water. Mr. Couch observes that it 
is found in the adult state at a few fathoms' depth, but 
that the younger ones are found at low- water mark amongst 
stones, under which they conceal themselves. I have cer- 
tainly obtained the larger specimens at a considerable dis- 
tance from the shore by dredging, as well as in lobster-pots. 
The whole of the species of this genus are remarkably 
active and pugnacious ; but this is, according to the tes- 
timony of Mr. Couch, ^^ the most active and fierce of the 
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femily, rnniiiag with great agility 
danger, but stopping aDd asemning 
wbcD cloaelj pursaed. It seizes an 
holds faim with tenacity." 

It is taken with Carciniu Meenaa, 
I have occaaionally seen it broaght 
with that species ; and it is taken 
the French coast as an article of 
largest of the fiunilj inhabiting the 
oft«D two inches and a half to three 



on the appearance of 
on attitude of defence 
enemy suddenly, and 

and in the same way. 
to the London market 

in large quantities on 
food. It is by far the 
European coasts, being 
inches in length. 
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WRINKLED SWIMMING-CRAB. 

Portunus comtgaius. Leach. 

Specifie c*nriH*r.— CiirapKB wilJi Dumeroiu nuted •ensto-gTBiialu', faaiiy, 
iraiiirerae linei; frDDl Ihree-lobed, the lobei cienulaled, Ihe middle ooe tlie 
largHl ; latero-uiterioi margin on each aide fire-ti»thed. TerminiJ joint of Ihe 
poaleiioT fwt, vitb a laiKd mediwi and mugiiud line, Uuiceolate and inDcronate. 

Omar tornffolai, P«NN. Brit. Zoal IV. 5. t T. f. 9. HsHBn-, t. tii. f, 50. 

Portantu „ LiAcu, ^Mmb. Encycl. VII. p. S90. Tnina. Lion. 

Soc. XI. p. as. Mulac Brit. t. lii. (. I, 2. Edw. 

Hilt. Nat. Cniit. L p. US. 

The carapace in Portunvs corrugatut, is about four-fifths 
ae long aa it is broad, elevated, with the regions distinct, 
and marked with numerous transverse elevated lines ; the 
front !e three-lobed, the lobes crennlated at tlie margins, 
the middle one the largest ; the latero-anterior margin fire- 
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toothed, the teeth curvedy and directed forwards ; the 
latero-posterior maigin abruptly narrowed behind the pos- 
terior lateral tooth. The first pair of feet somewhat un- 
equal, the sur&ce rugose ; the wrist with a long sharp 
spine at the anterior and superior angle ; the hand with a 
sharp carina on the upper side, terminating in a sharp 
tooth over the joint of the finger ; claws longitudinally sul- 
cate, the superior curved, the margins furnished with nu- 
merous tubercular teeth, of which those of the larger claw 
are larger and irregular, those of the smaller regular and 
small ; the second, third, and fourth pairs of feet hairy 
at the upper and lower edge, carinated dbove, and with 
elevated lines along the sides, the terminal joint long, 
slender, and styliform ; the posterior feet with elevated 
lines on the sides of each joint, the margins of the joint 
ciliated, the terminal joint rather narrow, lanceolate, and 
mucronate. The sternum is slightly rugose. The abdo- 
men in the male is triangular, in the female ovate ; the 
first to the fourth joints strongly carinated transversely ; 
the terminal joint forming an equilateral triangle. 

In. Lines. 
Length of the campaoe . 1 .5 

Bieadth ...*.. 18 

The colour is reddish brown, often spotted with a 
brighter red. 

The characters of P. cortugatus are so strongly marked 
as to preclude the possibility of its being confounded with 
any other species. It belongs to the same section of the 
genus as P. jpuber^ and P. RondeUtii^ characterised by ele- 
vated lines on the sides of the terminal and penultimate 
joints of the fifth pair of feet, a character which, associated 
as it is with a narrower form of these parts, would seem 
to indicate a somewhat inferior power of swimming. 



It mast be oonadered as one of the rarer species of the 
genus. Pennant states that it was found ^^on the shores 
of Skje, opposite to Loch Jum.'** This is the first account 
we have of its occurrence, and Herbst'^s figure is copied 
firom Pennant^ Leach mentions specimens having been 
taken by Mr. C. Prideauz in Plymouth Sound; and I 
have a fine female specimen from the same locality, given 
to me by my friend Dr. Miller, R.N. Mr. Couch, to 
whose kindness I am also indebted for a specimen, men- 
tions it in his ^^ Cornish Fauna*" as scarce on that coast. It 
has been found by Dr. Johnston in Berwick Bay, but is 
rare. It is an Irish species, as appears from the following 
notice in Mr. W. Thompson's account of the Crustacea of 
Ireland. *^ The only examples of this species which I 
have seen, are some fine examples from Lame and Carrick- 
fergus, in the Ordnance Collection, and a single specimen 
obtained on the Dublin coast, by Mr. B. Ball. Mr. J. V. 
Thompson notices P. corruffattM as inhabiting the harbour 
of Cove ; but those so-named in his collection are the 
wrinkled variety of P, tlepurator.^ These are all the lo- 
calities that I am acquainted with in which it has occurred 
as a British species ; but it is mentioned by Edwards as 
being very common in the Mediterranean, although Bisso 
does not mention it, unless his P. Lectchii be identical with 
it, which is possible, as the short description given of that 
species agrees in every respect with P. corrugatus. 
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ABCHED-FRONTED SWIMMING-ORAB. 

PortimuB areuaius. Leach. 
Spnific ektraeler, — Front entire, Mched ; bteiiHuitcriat mugin fin-tootbed ; 



LiACH, M>Uc. Brit. t. tu. £ 6, 6. W. Tuomfsok, 
Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hiit, X. p. 7X3. 

RiMO, Hirt. Nat. de* Cnut. de Nice, t. i. f. 3. Id. 
Hilt. Not. de TEor. Miiid. V. p. 2. Edw. Hiat. 
Nat. Crait. I. p. 444. 



Poritanu amatia. 



Far. fmaia enwgiiiala. 






i. f. 3, 4 



I HATE fblloved Milne Edwards in adopting the sug- 
gestion of Leach, that the Portunue «maryinatiu of the 
latter ia only a variety of his P. arewttut. In retaining 
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Leach'^s name for the species, in which I have been pre- 
ceded by Mr. W. Thompson, of Belfast, I believe that I 
follow the strict law of priority ; as the early parts of the 
^^ Malacostraca Britanniae^ were published in 1815, and 
Bisso^s ^' Histoire Naturelle des Grostaces des environs de 
Nice^^ not nntil the following year. The specific name 
Ronddetii is ret»ned by Bisso in his Natural History of 
Southern Europe, which was published in 1826, so that 
he was either not aware of Leaches figure, or not satisfied 
of its specific identity with his own species. Milne Ed- 
wards has also kept Bisso^s name against the law of 
priority of description. 

The carapace is four-fifths as long as it is broad ; con- 
siderably raised, the regions distinct, the sur&ce granu- 
lated ; the anterior portion slightly scabrous ; the anterior 
margin describing nearly a semicircular arch, of which the 
firont forms a continuous portion ; latero-anterior margin 
on each side armed with five teeth, includmg that at the 
external canthus of the eye ; the fourth being the smallest, 
and the fifth prominent and acute. Front entire, except 
in the variety named by Dr. Leach emarginahUy in which 
it is slightly excavated, the margin granulated and fringed 
with rather long hair ; the posterior portion of the cara- 
pace broad, the posterior margin nearly straight ; orbits 
with two fissures on the upper margin, and one beneath. 
The anterior feet in the male very robust ; the wrist armed 
with a single prominent and acute spine ; the hand with 
a double carina on the superior edge, each terminating in 
a small tubercle ; the fingers strong, armed with numerous 
tuberculous teeth, and each having two carinse on the outer 
surface, and a carina and a groove on the inner ; the re- 
maining pairs of feet rather slender ; the third and fourth 
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the longest, and the second shorter ; the fifth pair friiiged 
with long hair ; the terminal joint lanceolate, very acute. 
Abdomen in the male regularly triangular ; in the female 
semi-orate, slightly carinated, the terminal articulation 
triangular. The colour of this species is a dull blackish- 
brown above, paler beneath, and with a tinge of red ; the 
legs paler than the body. 

The habits of this species are very similar to those of 
the other species of the genus as &r as they have hitherto 
been observed. They are active, bold, swimming with agi- 
lity, and seizing with great sharpness, and pinching severely 
with their acute claws. They are gregarious, like most of 
their congeners; and I found them extremely abundant 
at Bognor, where they constantly infest the prawn-pots 
and, as the fishermen believe, keep the prawns from the bait. 

I believe this species will prove, upon further observa- 
tion, to be more generally distributed than has hitherto 
been supposed. Dr. Leach gives the more northern coasts 
of England as its usual habitat; I have dredged it in 
Poole Harbour, and in the neighbouring bays of Studland 
and Swanage, and plentifully at Bognor. Mr. Eyton sent 
me specimens firom the Welsh coast. Mr. Couch does 
not, however, give it a place in his ^^ Cornish Fauna i" nor 
does it occur in the late Mr. Hailstone'^s MS. notes of 
Crustacea taken at Hastings. In Ireland, Mr. W. Thomp- 
son has taken it ^* when dredging in deep water in the 
loughs of Strangford and Belfast C^ and he adds, *^ it was 
procured by our party when dredging in Eillery and 
Boundstone Bays on the Western coast.^^ Mr. Ball also 
found it cast on shore at Portmamock. 

I have never found the variety named by Leach P. 
emarginaius. Of the hundreds which I have taken, all 

h2 
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possesBed the arched and entire front assigned by him to 
his P. arcuattu. The original specimen of his emarffwatus 
is in the British Mnsenm, and a Ggnre of it is ^ven below^. 
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PORTVNtD^. 




CLEANSER SWIMMING-CRAB. 

Portvmu dtpurator. Leach. 

^Mcifio daratier, — Fnmt ■nned widi tbne triiugiilar tcelh, and a imBll me on 
Mch nde, DTcr the innei uigle of the orbil ; Utcro-snlerior mRrgin -wiA iiTe 
iMlL ; euipaca imgnlirij gnnnlBta, acabnnu. Tenninal joint of the poilerun 
fcct hoadlj oral, mtooth. 

CbiMr (£qwnib>r, (?) Linn. SjtL Nat. XII. 1013, 23. 

„ „ nr. FsNN. Brit. Zool. IV. t it. fig. 6. A. 

7>iirt«u liqwraftir, LiACH. Edinb. Bncjcl. VII. p. 390. TiBiii. Linn. 

Boc.XI.p.3IT. Milac Brit t ix. t 1, 2. 
„ pOabu, Ruao, Cnut. de Nice. Id. HiaL Nat. de TEur. 

H«rid. V. p. 3. Edw. Bin. Cinit, I. p. «2. 

The carapace of this Bpecies is ver^ uneven on the ear- 
&ce, the regions beinjf distinctly marked, and all the 
elevated parts scabrous, with unequal raised grannies or 
points, some round, oUiem elongated. The latero-anterior 
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margin, on each side anned with five triangular teeth, 
slightly cnrved forwards and sharp pointed. The front 
has three projecting flat teeth, of which the middle one is 
rather the longest, and a smaUer one at the outer side, and 
a little posterior to these, over the inner angle of the orbit. 
The orbits are large, opening forwards and upwards ; the 
eyes large and the peduncles very short. First pair of legs 
slightly unequal, elegantly sculptured ; the wrist having the 
superior area granular, bounded by raised lines, of which the 
outer one is furnished with two or three small teeth, and 
the inner terminates anteriorly in a sharp spine ; the hand 
has five longitudinal raised h'nes, which are granular, or 
slightly denticulate, and the superior one terminates in a 
small sharp spine over the joint of the finger ; the claws are 
longitudinally carinated, and furnished with very distinct 
rounded tubercles. The second, third, and fourth legs 
are long and slender, with a double carina running along 
the superior edge, the terminal joint very long, slender, 
and sharp pointed. The fifth pair very much flattened, 
the joints ciliated at the margin, and sculptured, excepting 
the terminal one, which is flat, smooth, and oval. The 
abdomen in both sexes has the second and third joints 
acutely carinated transversely. That of the male is trian- 
gular ; that of the female very broad and ciliated with 
long hairs ; the third to the sixth joints broader than the 
first two, the seventh abruptly narrower. 

The colour is generally a pale reddish brown ; in the 
younger ones flesh-coloured. 

The sculpture in this species varies greatly in degree. 
The specimen figured in Leach'^s Malacostraca, and which 
may be considered as a fair representation of the ordinary 
appearance of the adult individual, is comparatively smooth; 
whilst a younger one, which I have from the Mediterranean, 
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18 yery sharply and elegantly sculptured. There is, in fact, 
no species of the genus, and scarcely any of the whole order, 
the sar&ce of which is more minutely and beautifiiUy re* 
HeTed, and this is particularly the case with the hands 
and wrists, the inequalities of which are most delicately 
picked out. 

The early synonymy assigned to this species by Leach 
is, to say the least, exceedingly doubtful. The figures to 
which Linnseus refers in his synonymes of Cancer depth 
rotor, may be referred to two or three other species, with 
quite as great probability as to this. But as Fabricius and 
Lieach hare both appropriated the specific name of depth 
rotor to the species, and as there is no proof whatever that 
it was originally given to another species, I have preferred 
retaining it, to the adoption of the name otplicatm, sub- 
sequently assigned to it by Bisso, and continued by Ed- 
wards. 

This is not an unfirequent species on our coasts. In the 
north it has been recorded by Mr. Embleton as occasion- 
ally brought from deep water in Embleton Bay, adhering 
to the nets of the fishermen. Leach states that it is the 
most common of all the species of the genus; but like 
many others it is local, although, like them, very numerous 
where it does occur. This is confirmed by the observation 
of Mr. Ball, quoted by Mr. Thompson in his account of the 
Crustacea of Ireland. " We have," says the latter gen- 
tleman, ** dredged it in Strangford Lough, in the open sea, 
off Down, and on the Gonnaught coast. During some 
weeks spent at Bangor, near the entrance of Belfast Bay, 
in the autumn of 1835, I found this to be the most com- 
mon species of Grab thrown by the waves upon the beach. 
Mr. Br. Ball mentions that the P. depurator is local, but 
abundant where it does occur about Youghal.*^^ I have 
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dredged it in Stadland Bay, in Dorsetshire ; but have not 
found it on tbe coasts of Sussex and Kent, where I hare 
fonnd other species in great plenty. Mr. Hailstone, how- 
ever, states that it is frequently caught at Hastings in the 
shrimping-net. 

The habits of this species are doubtless similar to those 
of the rest of the genus. I am not aware of the period of 
its spawning in this country, but Risso states that it occurs 
in March and December in the Mediterranean. 



HABBLED BWlMMtNO-CKAB. 



FORTUNIDJE. 




MARBLED SWIMMING-ORAB. 

Poriimut marmorvut. Leach. 

■— Cbtbpu» eren, Ter; diglitl; giaoolaled, vilhant bain ; 

in aimed with fira teeth on each nda ; &ODt thrae-loothed, 
the teeth lathei abtDM, the middle one the longeM ; huidi with fbor oriiuc, 
•li^tt/ denticnlate ; tenninal jiunt of the pHtorior feet without niied linet. 



LiACB, Malac. Brit. t. nii. Edv. Hirt. CnuL I. p. 
412. 

Thx general form and the whole of the charactera of 
this elegant apecies resemble so exceedingly that of P.' 
hohattu, that I am almost imperatively forced to con- 
sider them as varieties of one species The carapace is 
somewhat convex, with the regions moderately distinct ; the 
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surface obsoleiely minniely granulated, smooth and naked, 
with an arched line of very slightly raised points, separating 
the hepatic from the branchial regions, and a sulcus be- 
tween the latter and the genital. Latero-anterior margin 
with five acute flattened triangular teeth: the points di- 
rected forwards, the last being the most acute and the 
longest. Posterior margin wared, broad, moderately hol- 
lowed at each side. Front with three teeth, the middle 
one slightly longer than the others — all rather obtuse. 
Anterior feet strong, angular; the wrist with a rough 
irregularly rhomboid area on the upper surface, bounded 
by a raised denticulate line; the anterior angle with a 
very strong tooth. Hands with four distinct carinae, which 
are generally slightly denticulate ; the superior one ter- 
minating in a small sharp tooth. Fingers longitudinally 
carinated, strongly tuberculated ; the moveable one much 
curved. The second, third, and fourth pairs of feet rather 
slender, compressed ; the terminal joint curved, hairy on 
the inferior edge ; the fifth pair having no raised lines on 
the terminal and penultimate joints ; the whole fringed with 
hair ; the terminal jomt very smooth, ovate and slightly 
mucronate. Abdomen in the male, five-jointed, triangular ; 
the second and third joints transversely acutely carinated ; 
in the female seven-jointed, also triangular, but broader, 
and with the second and third joints similarly carinated. 

In. Lines. 
Length of the campace ... 13 

Breadth of ditto . . . . 1 ' 6 

The colours of this species are exceedingly varied and 
beautiful, particularly in the males. Bufi^, light-brown, deeper 
brown, and brownish red are arranged over the carapace, in 
varied but always exactly symmetrical patterns. The only 
way in which these beautiful markings can be preserved is, 
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by raiEong the carapace, taking out the soft parts and drj-^ 
ing the specimens in a shady place in a brisk current of 
air. If they are pnt into spirit, the whole of the beauty 
of the colour is lost. 

The younger specimens do not possess these markings. 
They are, as Dr. Leach has observed, of a plain brown 
colour, and much resemble the fry of Partunus depurator^ 
from which they may be easily separated by their more 
considerable convexity. It must be considered as one of 
the more local species of the genus, occurring, however, in 
considerable numbers in its favourite localities. It was first 
discovered by Montagu, who sent specimens to Dr. Leach 
for description ; and who appears, from Leach'^s quotation, 
to have named it, *'*' Oancer pinnatus marmoreus.^^ It is 
not uncommon, according to the latter author, **on the 
sandy shores of the southern coast of Devon, from Tor- 
cross to the mouth of the river Ex, and is frequently 
found entangled in the shore-nets of the fishermen, or 
thrown on the shore after heavy gales of wind. It is in- 
cluded in Mr. Gouch's ^^ Cornish Fauna,^** but without any 
remark. It does not appear to have been hitherto taken on 
the coast of Ireland ; and Mr. H. Goodsir mentions it as not 
common as a Scottish species. At Hastings, I procured a 
single specimen, which I found in a shop where shells, Crus- 
tacea, and other marine productions were sold, but it was 
certainly native at that place ; and at Sandgate, in the 
month of May, 1844, I procured by dredging nearly four 
hundred specimens at two casts of the dredge, of which 
about three-fourths were females. Several of these were 
carrying spawn, which is of a rich orange colour. 

It is very curious to observe how local these '* cleansers'" 
are. In the former year, at Bognor, I found multitudes 
of Portunw Bondeletiiy which absolutely swarmed in the 
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prawn and lobster-pots, but not a specimen of any other 
species was obtained there. The place of these is snpplied 
at Sandgate by the present species, whilst &rther to the 
west, P. puber^ and P. depwrator appear to occupy the 
ground and perform the same important office of scaven- 
gers of the sea. 

There is another fact relative to this species which is 
worth recording, and that is, the extent to which they are 
infested with a remarkable parasite, occupying the space 
between the folded abdomen and the sternum, and hav- 
ing the prima fade appearance of a bag of immature eggs. 
Both males and females are equally obnoxious to it ; and 
from its size and situation it must present an insuperable 
barrier to impregnation. It consists principally of a mass 
of minute eggs, which are arranged in bundles attached 
to filaments, like bunches of grapes ; the alimentary canal 
passes directly through the body, the mouth being at- 
tached to the intestine of the crab, which it pierces near 
its extremity, and from which, in all probability, it derives 
its nourishment. The anal opening, which is distinct 
and obvious, is visible without removing the parasite from 
its position. The whole is of a rounded trihedral form, and 
is covered by a tough but thin integument. I have oc- 
casionally found it infesting Cardnus mcenas^ but never 
in such numbers as on the present species. 



LIVID 8WIHHI NO-CRAB. 



POSTUNIDjE. 




LIVID SWIMMING-CRAB. 

PortuHut ioltatut. Fabr. 



^acjfie Aaraeltr. — Canpan loniavbat depnued, nmintdr gnnnlated; lUero- 
■ntcrior maifiu with Etc ttrong flattened teeth ; bunt with three ncariy equal 
teeth ; poiteriar maigm veij lazgelj aoHigSnata at the m^ee for the hinder fret ; 
hand! with denticulate carime ; lait joiat of the fifth pair lonndlj onl, more than 
haif aa broad aa long. 

Portmaa iobofiu, Fabr. SnppL p. 336. (Edw.) Edh'. HUu Nat. Cnut, 

I. p. 142. 
„ tivklm, Lbmb, Make Briu pL ii. figi. 3. i. 

It 18 extremely difficult to aseign any very satisfac- 
tory distinctive cbaracter to this species. Its great resem- 
blance to P. marmoreuB, — at least to all the specimens 
which I have in my posseseion, tiilly jostify the belief 
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that they may be merely yarieties; although there are 
certain comparative characters which, as they are pretty 
constant, render it necessary that fnrther investigations 
shoold be made before their identity can be fiilly es- 
tablished. Then the whole contoor of the animal is 
more strongly marked in the present species; the mar- 
ginal teeth are more prominent; the margins of the 
orbit more distinctly granulated ; the latero-posterior mar- 
gin much more contracted and more deeply emarginate at 
the angles ; the outer carina of the hand, more strongly 
denticulate ; and the terminal joint of the posterior feet 
rounder and broader in proportion to its length. In other 
respects the similarity is so great in the form of all the 
parts, as fully to justify Dr. Milne Edwards's remark of 
their ^^ extreme resemblance.'" It is matter of surprise that 
Dr. Leach should not have observed this close relation of 
these two species ; but that he should, on the contrary, have 
stated that P. lividuB [hohatfAs] most nearly resembles P. 
depur(Uary a species from which, in &ct, it differs most ob- 
viously. It is remarkable that the specimens of P. mar" 
moreus in the British Museum, which were collected by Dr. 
Leach, differ much more from hoUatm^ than those which I 
have myself procured ; the hand having in all those unarmed 
carinse, and the upper margin of the orbit without granular 
tions. The figures in Dr. Leaches beautiful work, also 
magnify the distinctions far beyond the truth. 

The occurrence of this Grab is extremely rare on our 
coasts ; Dr. Leach mentions his having found a single spe- 
cimen amongst a number of P. depuraior that were taken 
in the Frith of Forth at Newhaven, and that he observed 
another in the collection of Montagu ; but there is a 
fine series in the British collection of the British Museum, 
which must have been procured after the *^ Malacostraca 



LIVID SWIMMING-CRAB. Ill 

Britannise^ was published. It is not mentioned by Mr. 
H. Goodsir as occoning within his notice on the Scottish 
coast ; nor does Mr. Couch give any account of its oc- 
currence in Cornwall. In Ireland, however, according to 
Mr. W. Thompson'*s statement, it has occurred repeatedly ; 
but as it appears to me that faded specimens of P. 
mafmareus might be easily mistaken for this species, it is 
always desirable that they should be compared with those 
well distinguished specimens which exist in the British 
Museum. The following is Mr. Thompson's notice to 
which I have referred. ^* Templeton mentions it as found 
by him * on the shore at Dun&naghy.'* We have dredged 
it on more than one occasion in. Bel&st Bay, and have 
obtained it on the beach of Camlough, county of Antrim. 
In Mr. B. Ball's collection, are several specimens which 
were dredged in Dublin Bay.'' It is mentioned by Milne 
Edwards as occurring on the French coast. 



POBTUNID^. 



FORTVNIDJE. 




DWARF SWIMMING-CRAB. 

Port%mu» putillut. 

Spec^ ckaracleT. — CusFOce coDudenblj nUed, rngOH ; front thRe-lDbed, 
niDcfa ■dniicod ; laleio-uiIeriDt nurgin with ten iMth. 

PortmtMt pmOliit, Liicn, Malae. Brit. t. ix. t B — 8. Edwards, Nat. 

Hilt. Cnut. I. p. m. 
„ nmeiJatiu, Riuo, Hirt. Nat. Ea. M£rid. r. p. 5. Rous, Cnut 

Mcditer. t. mL 

Thk carapace of this species is broader than it is long, 
coDsiderably elevated, and wttli the regions remarkably 
distinct ; the surface is rugose, and irregnlarlj gronnlated. 
The 6^nt is advanced much beyond the orbits, flattened, 
luid three-lobed, the middle lobe being longer than the 
others : the latero-anterior margin has fire teeth, (inclndiog 
the onter angle of the orbit,) of which the posterior one is 
the most acnte, and the most curved. The posterior 
margin is almost straight. The first pair of legs are large 
and robust ; the wrist is armed with a very strong spine 
on the inner and anterior angle ; the hand has a double 
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abore: the fingcss aie stnn^^lT tiibannilat«d. and 
the BaveaUe one has a shallov longxtwiiiial groore oq 
the ^pcr and oaAer waupML, The aecond, thirds and 
femth paiia are sKghtly compreaBed and groored. The fifth 
pair haft the pennkiaiate joint giooTed, and the tenninal 
joint is oral ; thej are both ciliated aD roond. 

The abdomen in the male k broadest at the base of 
the third joint, the lemainder finnniDg a regular arate 
angled triangle ; that of the female is OTate-lanoe<date and 
ciliated at the maigin. 

The cdonr is reddidnbiown, often with red spots on 
the back. In some qwcimens the colour is lighter, being 
of a pale red with darker spots. The legs are nsoaUy 
annnlated with similar colours. 

This Tcry prettj species was first described by Dr. 
Leach in the eleyenth Tolnme of the Transactions of the 
Linnean Society, under its present name. Subsequently 
to this, Bisso described it in his Natural History of South- 
em Europe, giving it the name of P. nu»eulaius^ which 
Boujt yery improperly retained in his Gmstac^ de la 
M^terran^ notwithstanding he was aware of the pri- 
ority of Leaches name. It inhabits deep water, and is 
common on the coast of Devonshire and Cornwall; it 
occurs all along the southern coast, and is also found 
in the Frith of Forth, and I have specimens taken 
by Mr. McAndrew off the Isle of Man. On its oc- 
currence as an Irish species, Mr. Thompson has the fol- 
lowing remarks, '^ It is ordinarily taken by us when dredg- 
ing in the loughs of Strangford and Bel&st. At the 
Killeries in Gonnemara, it has similarly occurred, as 
well as in Dublin Bay. In the South, too, it has been 
taken in the harbour of Gove. I have several times taken 
it in the stomach of fishes ; in one instance, in a Triffla 
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Gumardus, taken in the open sea off Dover.^ It is found 
also ii) the Mediterranean, and off the coast of France- 
It spawns in Jtme, and the eggs are of a reddish orange 
colonr. 

Its ordinary size is about four lines in length ; this is 
the site of the figures of Boux, and of those of I^each; 
but it occasioDally grows much Urger, as one of the 
specimens, a male, taken by Mr. Mc Andrew off the Isle 
of Man, is fully an inch in breadth, by eight-tenths in 
length. 




DECAPODA, PORTUNIDJB, 

BRACHYUBA, 



GENUS POLYBIUS. Leach. 



PoLTBius. Leach, Edwards. 

Platyonichus. Latr. 



Generic character. — External antennce with the basal joint 
roundy detached, moveable^ with the remaining portion lodged 
in a hiatus at the inner canthus of the orbit, which it does not 
fill. Internal antenncB in fosses, which are entirely open forwards. 
Etfes larger than their peduncles, which are short. External 
pedipalpa with the third joint subquadrate, longer than broad, 
and slightly notched at its inner margin, near the anterior angle. 
Carapace nearly orbicular, slightly contracted posteriorly. An- 
terior pair of legs equal, the pincers curved. Secondy thirds and 
fourth pairs compressed, the terminal joint flattened, thin, broad, 
and lanceolate. The fifth pair with the penultimate joint much 
flattened; the terminal one very laxge, oval, foliaceous. Cara-^ 
pace much depressed, the anterior margin semicircular. Orbits 
with two fissures in the superior, and one in the inferior margin ; 
a hiatus at the inner angle^ and a small tooth at the outer. 
Abdomen of the male, five-jointed, the first, second, and third 
joints very short and broad, and transversely carinated ; of the 
female, seven-jointed, the sides nearly parallel as far as the 
middle of the sixth joint. 

The structure of this genus, of which a single species 
only is known, is of a more decidedly natatory character 
than any other brachynrous form found on our shores. It 
is on this account that it has been with great propriety con- 
sidered as generically distinct from Portumnus^ with which, 
however, it stands in very near relation. 

I 2 



PORTUNIDJt. 




HENSLOW'S SWIMMING-CRAB. 
Pofybivs Henslotoii. Leach. 
PolgbBu Htiulaidi, L»ch, Motac. Brit, U ii- B. Edwauw. Cnut. I. p. 439. 
This species, the only one of the genus at present 
known, exhibits the natatory structure to the greatest ex- 
tent of any of the Britiali examples of this fenjily. The 
carapace is remarkably flat, even in the female, and the 
regions are very indistinctly marked ; it is all over minutely 
granulated. Its form is nearly orbicular ; the latero-anterior 
margins, vith the orbits and front, forming a semicircle, 
and the latero-posterior margios being but little contracted : 
the front is flat, and has five teeth, the external of which 
on each side belongs to the orbit : the latero-anterior 
mar^D has fire flat teeth, the points directed somewhat 
forwards. 
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The firgt pair of legs are nearly equal : the wrist has 
two sharp teeth on the anterior margin, of which the 
inner is mnch the more prominent, and a third tooth is 
found at the onter and anterior angle, which forms the 
commencement of a carina, which extends the whole length 
of the wrist. The hand is compressed, and has three low 
but sharp longitudinal carinse, the spaces between them 
being slightly hoUowed : the fingers are much compressed, 
somewhat incurved, as long as the hand. The three fol- 
lowing pairs are much compressed, particularly the last 
two joints ; the terminal one being very thin and lan- 
ceolate. The lafit four joints are ciliated on the inferior 
margin. The fifth pair have the last two joints very broad 
and flat ; the penultimate being irregularly quadrate, and 
the terminal one broadly oval, slightly acuminated at 
the apex. The abdomen in the male consists of five joints, 
of which the first, second, and the base of the third are 
transversely carinated ; the third joint is broadest at the 
base, and becomes moderately contracted with a slight 
notch ; the fifth is rather acutely triangular. In the fe- 
male, the abdomen is seven-jointed; the first three joints 
transversely carinated ; the fifth joint suddenly smaller than 
the preceding one, and obtusely triangular. 

The colour is a rich reddish-brown, which becomes a 
pale salmon-colour in drying. The under parts are pale. 

Of this species, which is very local in its distribution, and 
probably nowhere existing in great numbers, there is a 
specimen in the Banksian collection in the Linnean Society, 
which was taken on the coast of Spain. It was first disco- 
vered on our shores by Professor Henslow in a herring-net, 
on the north coast of Devon, in 1817, and by him com- 
municated to Dr. Leach, who named the species after its 
discoverer, assigning to it also a new generic appellation. 
It was afterwards found by Mr. Prideaux on the south- 
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western coast of Devon ; also in herring-nets on the Dorset- 
shire coast, amongst the refiise of the nets of fishermen, 
bj the late Rev. Dr. Groodall. I have also obtained it 
at Hastings, and received it, by the kindness of Mr. Couch, 
from Cornwall, and by my friend Mr. Dixon, from Worthing. 

The following observations on the habits of this species 
are from the Cornish Faona of Mr. Couch ; and as this 
gentleman appears to be the only one who has ever ob- 
served its habits, I make no apology for quoting his ac- 
count entire. ^' This is, more than any others, a swimming- 
crab ; for whilst the other British species of this family are 
only able to shoot themselves frt>m one low prominence to 
another, the Nipper Crab, as our fishermen term it, mounts 
to the suriace over the deepest water, in pursuit of its prey ; 
among which are numbered the most active fishes, as the 
Mackerel and the running Pollock ; the skin of which 
it pierces with its sharp pincers, keeping its hold until its 
terrified victim becomes exhausted. We are witnesses of 
this curious method of obtaining food in the summer only, 
at which time the fishermen^s nets intercept them and 
their prey together; and it is probable, that in colder 
weather, they keep at the bottom in deep water, from 
which, however, I have never seen them brought in the 
stomachs of fishes. So far as my observation extends, it is 
chiefly or only the male that pursues this actively predar 
ceous existence ; but that for a time they also remain 
quiet, as appears from the &ct that while for the most 
part the smooth and flattened carapace is clean, I have 
seen it covered with small corallines.'*^* 

This interesting narrative is perfectly consistent with 
the remarkable natatory structure of the species, evinced 
in the form of the carapace and the structure of the 
legs, and with the sharpness and strength of the claws. 

* Couches Cornish Fauna, p. 71. 



DECAPODA. PJNNOTHEhlDAi, 

BRACHTVUA. 



GENUS PINNOTHERES, Latr. 

Cancsr, Linn. Fabr. HerVst, Penn. 

PiNNOTHiKBfi, Latr. Leach, Edwards. 

Generic character, — External antenrue verj short, occupying the 
inner canthua of the orbit. External pedipalpa oblique ; the se- 
cond articulation rudimentary, the third laige, and forming the 
whole yalvular portion ; the fourth inserted at the extremity of 
the previous one; and the fifth giving attachment to the sixth 
at the middle of its anterior margin^ resembling the thumb of a 
didactyle hand. Anterior legs equals the remaining pairs some- 
what compressed; the terminal joint acute, curved, and strong. 
Eyes inserted on very shoit peduncles, distant. Orbite nearly 
circular. Carapace nearly circular, rounded at the anterior mar- 
gin. Front not united to the epistome. Abdomen seven-jointed 
in both sexes ; that of the male small, of the female extremely 
broad, round, and prominent. 

The species of this genus are very remarkable from the 
peculiarity of their being indebted to animals of a very 
different class for protection, although not truly parasitic. 
They are found always to inhabit the shells of the Bivalve 
Mollusca, principally of the genera MytiluSj Modiolus^ and 
Pinna^ and occasionally also of Ostrea^ Cardium^ and other 
genera; and this habit, which was well known to the 
ancients, gave rise to some interesting and curious hypo- 
theses and fables, which will be alluded to hereafter. The 
males are always very much smaller than the females, and 
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the crust of the former is as hard as in other brachyurous 
forms ; but the female is comparatiyelj very large, almost 
globular, and remarkably soft ; the latter character being 
doubtless the cause of its requiring the efficient protection 
of the shells of MoUusca. In other allied forms a some- 
what analogous habit is observed ; the soft body of Ela- 
mene and Hymenosoma demanding extrinsic protection, 
which they obtain by appropriating to themselves small 
single shells of dead acephalous MoUusca, as I have my- 
self seen in several instances, — a fact which affords a col- 
lateral argument in favour of Milne Edwards^s association 
of these different genera in one family. 

The species of the present genus even yet require careftil 
revision ; and I have found it necessary to comprehend the 
whole of Dr. Leaches six species in two, — which, how- 
ever, I have not done without the most deliberate con- 
sideration. 
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DECAPODA. 
BRACHYUHd. 



PINNOTHERJDM. 




1 Pinnotlieiea LatreilUL Leach. 
8 Pinnotlieres Ptfom. Leach. 



2 Pinnotheres Tarians. Leach. 
4 Pinnotheres Cranchii. Leach. 



COMMON PEA-CRAB. 



Pitmotharet Pisitm. 

« 

%)eey!e ckantettr-^-Fttmi of the male projecting ; carapace of the female nni- 
foimly nrandad at the anterior margin ; abdomen in the latter aez broader than 
it is long. 



Oamear Pimm^ 



PttUtOlktftM PvUUUf 



M OtMOfltAi 

n LatreUiU, 
ff vafiaMtf 



Pennant, Brit. Zool. IV. t. i. £ I p. i. Hirbst, 
I. p. 95, t. 2, f. 21. Fabr. SoppL Ent 343. 

Latr. Hist. Nat. des Crust. VI. p. 83. Lbach, 
MaL Brit, t ziy. £ 2, 8, (fem.) Edwards, 
Hist Nat des Crust. II. p. 31. 

Lkach, L c. fig. 4, 5, (fem.) 

Lbach, 1. c. f. 6, 7, 8, (mas immat. ?) 

Lbach, 1. c. f. 9, 10, 11. (mas.) 



The sexes in all the species of this genus differ so re- 
markably, that a separate description is necessary. 

Male. (Figs. 1 and 2.) The carapace is nearly orbica- 
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PnrNOTHERIDA. 



lar, very slightly narrowed forwards, convex, glabrona, and 
solid ; the front projecting, arched, and entire ; the hitero- 
posterior margin slightly hollowed. The eyes smaU, round, 
and filling the orbits. Stemnm large and orbicular. An- 
terior feet robust, the hands large, ovate, with two lines of 
hairs beneath ; the fingers mnch carved, the moveable one 
with a single tooth. The remaining pairs of legs fringed 
with hair both above and below, terminating in a hooked 
claw. The abdomen is broadest at the third joint, be- 
comes narrower from this to the fifth, the sixth is a very 
little broader, and the last abruptly narrower. 

Female. (Figs. 3 and 4.) The carapace in this sex is 
nearly orbicular, rather broader than it is long, without any 
projecting front, or hollows at the latero-posterior margin, 
soft and glabrous. The hands are oblong, weak, and ftir- 
nished beneath with a single line of hairs. The remaining 
legs slender, the thighs fringed with a line of hairs on the 
upper side only. Abdomen very large, broader than it is 
long, almost evenly rounded. 

The colour of the male varies ; it is usually of a pale 
yellowish grey, with rather darker symmetrical markings. 
The female is ordinarily slightly transparent, brown above, 
a yellow spot over the front, and an irregular one on 
each branchial region ; the abdomen yellow, with a central 
large triangular brown spot extending from the base nearly 
to the extremity. 

In accordance with the opinion of Mr. W. Thompson, I 
cannot but believe that the individual figured by Leach 
under the name of P. Latreillii^ which he considered as an 
immature female, in which he is followed by Milne Ed- 
wards, is in fact a young male. The form and apparent 
consistence of the carapace, the form of the hands, and 
the colour, are all in favour of such an opinion. The form 
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of the abdomen is not at all at variance with it, as in many 
species this part is very similar in the young of the two 
sexes. 

It is very remarkable that Leach should have failed to 
detect the male and female of this very common species as 
being specifically identical. They are frequently found 
together, and yet he describes the female as one species, 
P. Pisum, avowing his ignorance of the male, and the male 
as another, P. varians^ acknowledging himself similarly 
unacquainted with the female, '^ unless she be P. Pisum.^ 
After a careful examination of the subject, I have come to 
the conclusion that the first four species of Leach are all 
to be referred to one ; an opinion in conformation with 
that of Dr. Edwards. 

This species of Pinnotheres is very commonly found in 
the common mussel, Mytilm edulis^ on many parts of our 
coast ; and especially in those which are found in rather 
deep water. On one occasion I dredged great numbers 
of these MoUusca on the coast of Dorset, and found 
by far the greater number of them with one or two of 
these little soft-bodied crabs within their shells ; for the 
females are much more common than the males. The 
latter sex I have occasionally taken apart from the mussel- 
shells, the former never. They also inhabit the shells of 
Modiolus vulffarisy and occasionally also the conmion cockle, 
Cardium eduley in which I have now and then found them, 
as well as very rarely in the oyster, in which Mr. Ball also 
states that he has taken them. The following account of 
some circumstances respecting this crab is extracted from 
my friend Mr. W. Thompson's observations on the Crus- 
tacea of Ireland,* and is too interesting to admit of being 
curtailed. 

Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist.** yol. x. p. 284. 
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^'The smallest Pinnotheres I have seen was foand by 
Mr. Hyndman, in a liying Carditun exi^um^ dredged by 
us in Strangford Lough in October, 1834. It is a male ; 
the carapace is under a line in length ; the entire breadth 
of the crab from the extremities of the outstretched legs is 
three lines. The cardium is under three lines in length, 
and barely exceeds that admeasurement in breadth ; so 
that the crab when in the position just mentioned must 
have, on both sides, touched the walls of its chosen prison. 
The Pinnotheres likewise inhabits the Cardium edtde. Be- 
fore me is one of these crabs, of which the carapace is 
two lines in breadth, obtained by Mr. Hjndman in a full 
grown C. ednUe from Strangford Lough ; but from the 
Sligo coast, where this crab attains an extraordinary large 
size, a crab with a carapace four lines in breadth, and 
with outstretched legs seven lines across* was once kindly 
brought to me by Lord Enniskillen. Mr. B. Ball informs 
me that on two occasions he obtained a great number of 
the Pinnotheres, and which were all males, from the 
Cardium edule taken at Youghal, — about nine out of every 
ten cockles contained a crab. On opening oysters in 
Tenby, in Wales, he has likewise procured the Pinnotheres. 
This crab, like the Pa^urus^ occupies diiFerent species of 
shells according to its size, and at every age generally 
selects such as with outstretched legs it would fill from 
side to side."*^ 

It is a point of considerable interest as connected with 
this species, that it formed one of the subjects of Mr. 
Vaughan Thompson'^s investigations on the transformations 
of Crustacea, and the description with figures of the Zoea 
of Pinnotheres as given in a paper by that gentleman in 
the " Entomological Magazine."*^* 

• Vol. iii. p. 85. 
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''As the femaled are found with an amazmg group of 
ova under their abdominal plate,**^ says this author, ''in 
spring, summer, and autumn, it is probable that they have 
several successive broods. This circumstance renders it no 
difficult matter to select a number of females with mature 
ova at any convenient time, and to preserve them alive 
in sea water for a few days, or until the ova should hatch. 

'' From several females selected and kept alive after the 
above manner, I had the satisfaction to see the ova hatch 
in great numbers, under the form of a new kind of Zoe\ 
differing from all those previously discovered, with the 
front and lateral spines deflected, so as to resemble a tripod. 
In this stage the minute animals are all like the Zoea^ 
purely natatory, disperse themselves abroad, probably un- 
dergo a ftirther change, and may be supposed to gain an 
easy access within the bivalve shells, before they lose their 
power of swimming.'*^ 

I add a copy of Mr. Thompson's figures of this interest- 
ing state of the animal, the accuracy of which I can attest 
from my own observation. 




PINNOTHERID^. 



PINNOTHESIDjB. 




Pmaotbem leteram. Lcocfa. Mole and Femak. 

PINNA PEA-CRAB. 
Pinnotkeres veterum. 

Sprcifie dtamder. — Matt. Cmpace lubqiitidrBte, ronnded. the front ilighlt; 
iiiiiirginat«. Frraali. — Campace bnadctr than it U long; Bbdoman bioadlj 
ovale, longer thnn it ia broad. 

ftiiao4herti veterum, BoHC, Hiit. Nat. dea Cnut. t. 343. Liach, Malic. 

Brit t. IT. f. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Riiw. Illai d« Ciuii. 
II. p. 32. 
„ Finna, LucH, Edinb. Encyd. VII. p. 43]. V. TtfoHP- 

BON, Ent. Mag. III. p. 89. 
„ MmHagmi, LiArH, Malac. Brit, t it. f. 6. Edw. L c p. 33. 

Tub male of this species has the carapace lees solid than 
P. Piswm, rather broader than it is long, rounded, slightly 
quadrate, with the front slightly emarginate ; the hands 
nre ovate, with the fingers arched ; the remainiDg feet very 
similar to those of P. Pieum. The nhdomeu gradually 
and evenly decreasing towards the extremities, the last 
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joint evenly rounded, nearly semicircular. In the variety 
termed P. Montagui by Dr. Leach, this joint is abruptly 
broader. In the female the carapace is rounded, broader 
than it is long, very minutely punctulate ; the front trans- 
verse, slightly arched, scarcely emarginate at the middle. 
'^ The anterior feet with a small spine on the inferior 
margin of the hand.^' The abdomen is evenly ovate, 
broadest at the fourth and fifth joints, broadly carinate 
along the middle, the last joint emarginate. 

Colour in both sexes almost uniformly brown. 

This species differs sufEciently from the former, in either 
sex, to be distinguished at the first glance. Its habits, 
however, are perfectly similar, as far as we have an oppoi^ 
tunity of knowing them, but it is much less common than 
the other on our coasts. It was first discovered to be an 
English species by the indefatigable Montagu, who found 
both sexes in Pinna from the Salcombe Estuary in Devon- 
shire ; and it was subsequently taken by Granch in the 
same locality. Vaughan Thompson records its being found 
on the Irish coast, ^' both in Pinna and in Modioli.'^ It 
has not, as far as I am informed, been found on any other 
part of the English coast but that already mentioned, nor 
has it yet been taken in Scotland. 

Its favourite haunt justifies the name which Leach first 
assigned to it, P. Pinna; although he afterwards very 
properly adopted the name previously given to it by Bosc. 
It is found in the Pinna ingens^ both on our coast and in 
the Mediterranean ; it has also been taken m Modioli^ and 
in the conmion oyster. There can be no doubt that it was 
of this species that the ancients, aware of its peculiar mode 
of existence, formed such absurd notions. It is not, in- 
deed, wonderful that with such imperfect ideas of the value 
and bearing of natural phenomena, and with a love of the 
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marvellous, which no Baconian philosophy then existed to 
correct, the relations of these little interesting parasites to 
their gigantic hosts should have given rise to legends as 
amusing as they were false ; and we find that Cicero and 
Pliny and Oppian have, in various degrees, given currency 
to the most erroneous notions. Aristotle, indeed, with 
his accustomed accuracy, first, and alone amongst the 
ancients, offered any correct ideas of their habits; but 
even he states that the life of the protecting shell-fish de- 
pends for its continuance on that of its little guest. The 
absurdities of the other ancient authors whom I have 
named, are only worthy of recital as examples of the 
danger of trusting to the assertions and conclusions of those 
who have no general principles to guide them, — ^a danger 
not even in the present enlightened age, altogether to be 
neglected as chimerical. 

I have thought it necessary, on the most mature con- 
sideration, to merge Pinnotheres Montagui of Leach as a 
synonyme of this species, — a result to which I am led by a 

careful examination of the single 
specimen on which that species 
was founded, and which is in 
the British Museum. The sole 
appreciable distinction between 
them is the enlargement of the 
last joint of the abdomen in P. 
Montagui^ a character which 
probably depends on age ; the 
individual in question is a male, and is a little larger than 
the ordinary males of P. vetemm. Milne Edwards speaks 
of the *' female of P. Montagui ;'"' being probably misled 
by a cursory observation of the enlarged view of the male 
in Leaches plate. 





DECAPODJ. GONOPLACW/E. 

BRACHYVRA. 



GENUS GONOPLAX, Leach. 

Canckr, Fabr. Pennant. 

OcTPODA, Boac, Latr. 

GoNOPLAX, Leach, Edwards. 

Generic eharaeter,~^Extemal antenna long, slender^ setaceous, 
the basal joint not notably broader than the followmg. Internal 
antenniB lying in transverse cells. External pedipdlpe with the 
third joint transversely subquadrate, the anterior inner angle trun- 
cate for the insertion of the palp. Anterior feet equal, extremely 
long in the male, nearly cylindrical ; the remaining pairs somewhat 
compressed^ the fourth pair the longest, then the third, the fifth, 
and the second. Carapace quadrate, much broader than it is long, 
narrowed behind ; the fronto-orbitar margin extending the whole 
breadth. Orbite long, transverse, open, terminating at the external 
angle of the carapace. Eifei small, with extremely long pedun- 
cles. Abdomen in both sexes seven-jointed. 



aOHWLACHtM. 



GOHOPLACIDX. 




ANGULAB CRAB. 

Gonoplax angvlcOa. 

FiBB. SnppL p. Ml. Pbnn. Brit, VI. Zool. 

IV. p. 7. t. T. fig. 10. HiKBST, L i. f. 13. 
Boac HiiL N&t. dn Cnut. I. p. 198. Lath. 

Hilt. Nat. del Cnut Ac, VI. p. ii. 
Lkach, Edinb. EdcjcI. VIL 430. Edwakds, 

Hist. Cnut. !!• p. 61. Couch, Coniuli 

Vtana, p. 72. 
h*ACB, Make. Brit. t. xiii. 
Couch, Coin. Fmd. p. 73. 
RotiK, EnwAKiw, Ac. 

The carapace is half as brood &g^D as U ie long, broader 
across the anterior margin than at the posterior, roonded 
from before backwards, nearly even from side to side ; the 
anterior outer angle witli a prominent and acute spine, 



Gauplat angiiala. 



? (Matiaau Bdia, 
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and a smaller one behind it on the lateral margin. Front 
entire, incnrved, broad; orbits directly transverse, open 
directly forwards ; eyes on long peduncles, and protected 
by the latero-anterior spines. The anterior legs in the 
male four times the length of the carapace ; those of the 
female much shorter, as are those of the young male. The 
arm cylindrical, curved, armed with a small spine near the 
middle of its upper side ; a still smaller spine on the inner 
margin of the wrist ; the hand gradually increasing in size 
towards the extremity, rounded, somewhat flattened at 
the sides; fingers finely toothed, and with a few larger 
tubercles; in the older individuals separated for nearly 
half their length. The remaining feet long, slender ; the 
second and third pairs with the last three joints hairy on 
the edges. Abdomen of the male triangular from the third 
joint to the extremity, .the last joint forming nearly an 
equilateral triangle ; of the female broadly oval : both 
fringed with hair. 

Colour dull yellowish red. The moveable finger, in the 
male only, blackish. 

It was not until this species was obtained by Montagu 
in the Estuary of Eingsbridge, Devon, that it was ascer- 
tained to be British. Since that period it has been re* 
peatedly taken on the southern parts of the coast. I have 
received it through the kindness of Mr. Couch from Corn- 
wall, and from the coast of Wales, where it was procured 
by Mr. Eyton ; but I am not aware of its having been 
found on the eastern coast, nor have I heard of its having 
been taken in Scotland. In Ireland we have the following 
records of its occurrence from Mr. W. Thompson's account 
of the Crustacea of that portion of the kingdom. '^ Mr. J. 
V. Thompson's collection contains an Irish specimen of 
this Crab, marked ^rare.' Mr. B. Ball has found the 

K 2 
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■pecies in the stonuchs of cod-fiafa, pnrcbaaed in the voai- 
kf-tB of YoQ^hal and Dublin, and oonuDonly in those 
broujfht to tbe fonner place : fiinr of tbeae Crabe is the 
greatetit number he hw obtained from the stomach of a 
WDgle fish. In the Ordnance Collection is a fine example, 
labelled ae procured at ' Bangor, Jannaij, 1836/" 

It is a Mediterranean species, and is fbnnd also on tbe 
nortb-west and eontbem coasts of France, according to the 
obeerration of Dr. Milne Edwards. 

I cannot bat believe that the Gotuiplax riomioide$ of 
RoQz and other authors, is merely a rariety of thia species, 
in which opinion I concur with Mr. W. Thompson. Should 
further obserratioDS, however, prove that it is distinct, it 
is probable that tbe Gelanmiu BdUi of Conch's Coniiah 
Fauna will prove to be tbe female, or young male of that 
species. 

It is found in moderately deep water ; and Leach re- 
cords on tbe authority of Craoch, that " they live in ex- 
cavations formed in the hardened mud, and that their 
habitations, at tbe extremities of which they live, are open 
at both ends." They appear to constitute a fitvourite food 
of the cod and other fish, as, in addition to tbe observation 
of Mr. Ball quoted above, Mr. Couch states that it is often 
taken in their stomachs. 




DEC APOD A. ORAP8IDJE. 

BBJCHTURJ. 



GENUS PLANES, Leach. 

Cancbr, Herbst, Fabr. 

Grapsus, Latr. Rouz, Leach. 

Planes, Leach, Bowdich. 

Nautiloorapsus, Edwaida, Mac Leay, Gooddr. 

Generic character, — External antenna lying at the exterior of 
the antennaxy fotasd, the basal articulation nearly horizontal, ex- 
tending obliquely forwards and outwards, the outer extremity the 
narrowest ; its moveable portion very shorty setaceous, the joints 
rounded. Internal antenwe folded transyersely in the fosssB, 
which are covered by the lamellar front, and separated by a broad 
process extending from the epistome to the front. External pedi- 
palpe with the third joint broader than it is long, broadly and not 
deeply emajpnate at the inner half of the anterior nuupn. Ante- 
rior lege robust, rounded, smooth, the hand inflated, the fingers 
somewhat inflected, slightly toothed; the remaining pairs much 
compressed. Carapace depressed, convex, rounded, quadrato- 
orbicular. Front broad, lamellar, bent somewhat downwards. 
Orbits distant, open above. Abdomen seven-jointed in both sexes ; 
in the male acutely triangular ; in the female, nearly orbicular. 

This genus, the only representative of the family G^ap- 
siDiB known to have been found on our coasts, has hitherto 
been but very imperfectly elaborated. The synonymy of 
the species is much involved, and it is almost impossible 
satisfactorily to disentangle it. I believe there are not 
less than three or four species, the whole of which are 
fonnd floating about amongst the sargasso or gulf-weed 
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Fueui vcLgans^ or attached to the bodies of the large 
marine turtles. The figures of Linneeus in his ^^ Iter 
Westrog.'"^-of Bowdich in the " Excursions in Madeira 
and Porto Santo,**^ the descriptions of Say, of Edwards, of 
Mac Leaj, and others, only tend to show that there are 
several species in existence, but do not diminish the diffi- 
culty of distinguishing them. It is not intended on this 
occasion to attempt their discrimination; but it would 
be very desirable that the task should be undertaken by 
some one having the means at hand of comparing a great 
number of specimens. There is a good collection of them 
in the British Museum, and I have little doubt that I 
possess three species in my own collection. 

I have thought it right to restore the generic name of 
Planes to these Grapsida^ because it was not only applied 
to them by Leach in his MSS. in the British Museum, 
but adopted by Bowdich in his book above referred to. 
Whether Leach had ever published any account of the 
genus under the nan^e Planes or not, I have not been able 
to ascertain ; but it is highly probable that Bowdich 
quoted it from some such authority. 



PLOATINS CRAB. 




FLOATING OEAB. 

Planet Linrucana, Leach. 



? Ooiietllat marunt muumut qtadroKu, Sloahu, Nat. Hist. FaoiL, II. p. 270. 

t. ccxIt. fig. 1. 
? Orapm talmlimm, Roux, Cnut M cdiuiT. t tl figi. t — 6. 

P GoKBT mundmi, FiBR. SjM. Eot. XI. p. 443, ejnid. 

SoppL 843. Hbkdst, 1. 1 ii. tig. 

32. 
P OngKUM, „ Lath. Hut. Nat. Cnut. VI. p. 68. 

? „ esHtvu, Sat. Jduth. Acad. Sc. Phil. p. 99. 

? NaatOogrt^m m^ntu EdW. Hut. Cnut. II. p. 90. 

LiACH, MSS. Brit. U<u. 



The carapace in this species is nearly quadrate, vith the 
ndes somewhat ronnded, and slightly contracted posteri- 
orly: it is of a generally depressed form; the auriace 
smooth but not polished ; and there are on the posterior 
part of the branchial region several faint striie, occupying 
the place of those which are so conspicuous in the genus 
Graptvt, and some other forma of this family. The front 
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is lamellar, broad, projecting, slightly inclining, and entire. 
The orbits open above, with a small tooth at the outer 
angle, forming the anterior angle of the lateral mai^gin : 
immediately behind this tooth is a very slight depression. 
The margins are very entire. The external antennae are ex- 
tremely small. The antennary fossse are separated from the 
orbits only by the basal joint of the external antennae, which 
scarcely fills up the hiatus. The anterior legs are robust, 
and, ordinarily, nearly equal ; the arm is distinctly dentica* 
late on the anterior and slightly so on the inner margin ; 
the wrist has a minute tooth on the anterior inner and 
outer angles ; the hand is smooth, very slightly granulated 
beneath, rounded and inflated ; the fingers somewhat in- 
curved, furnished with small tubercular teeth. The re- 
maining pair of legs are considerably compressed; the 
upper edge of the last three joints fringed with stiff hairs ; 
the inferior edge of the last joint, and the last but one, 
furnished with sharp spines, of which there are often two 
or three also on the upper edge of the last joint near the 
point, which terminates in a sharp spine. The abdomen in 
the male is triangular, formed of seven smooth joints, 
the first of which is transversely carinated ; that of the 
female is nearly orbicular and very slightly raised along the 
centre. 

The colour is very various in different individuals. In 
those which are marked in the British Museum as English, 
it is of an uniform brownish buff; in others grey, mottled 
with brown : but the most beautiful are those in which the 
upper parts are mottled with various shades of reddish 
brown and rich dark brown, with blotches of yellow or 
buff; the legs being marked with obscure bands of similar 
colours. These, however, doubtless belong to a distinct 
species. 
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The carapace in the largest specimens in my possession, 
which are from the gnlf-weed floating in the Atlantic, is 
eight-tenths of an inch long, and the same broad : the 
females being smaller than the males. In the British 
specimens the length and breadth does not exceed fonr- 
tenths of an inch. 

The occasional occurrence of this erratic species on our 
southern coast enables me for the first time to give it a 
distinct place in our British Fauna. There are in the 
British collection of Crustacea, in the British Museum, three 
specimens, placed there by Dr. Leach, obtained, as I 
believe, from the coast of Devonshire ; and Mr. Couch, in 
his Cornish Fauna, has the following notice of another : — 
^^ A species of the genus Grapstu is in the Athenaeum at 
Plymouth, under the name of G. pelagicuSy by Mr. 
Prideaux, and known to Dr. Leach. It is understood that 
the collection in the Museum of that Institution is con- 
fined to specimens taken pn the borders of Devon and 
Cornwall.'*^ I have also received from this gentleman, 
whose diligence and tact in observing facts in Natural 
History is equalled by his kindness and liberality in im- 
parting his information, a very young specimen from the 
Cornish coast, which is extremely small, being not more 
than a line in breadth. It was sent to me with some 
other specimens of various very small Crustacea, apparently 
taken from sea-weed ; it is quite perfect, although so small, 
and is of a very pale grey colour, with small dark dots. 
Such is the amount of our knowledge of this species as an 
inhabitant of our coasts. 

The several species are found in great numbers on the 
sargasso or gulf-weed, amongst which they breed, live, and 
die. One species is particularly mentioned by Sloane in his 
Natural History of Jamaica, as being found on the Sargasso 



and other submariue plants growing on the north aide of 
that island ; and adds that, " Coliunbiis, finding it alive on 
the aargaaeo floating in the sea, concluded himself not far 
from some land, in the first voyage he made, on the dis- 
covery of the West Indies." They are, however, found 
wherever the golf-weed floats ; and it is doubtless firom 
some accidental drifting of this plant towards om- own coast, 
that we owe the addition of one species to the British 
Fauna. 

As has been already observed, there are, doubtless, at 
least three distinct species of the genus. As the British 
specimens have been named by Dr. Leach, and are cer- 
tainly distinct from that ordinarily found, I have thonght 
it right to retain his name ; and Rball be glad to find that 
the investigation of the genus by some competent person 
has led to the adoption of sound specific characters by 
which the different species may be distinguished. 




DKCAPODA, LEUCOSIADM. 

BRACHTURA. 



GENUS EBALIA, Leach. 

Canckr, Pennant, Montagu. 

Lkooosia, Leach. 

Ebalia, Leach, Edwards, &c. 

Generic Character. — External antenme extremely minute, in- 
serted in the inner canthus of the orbit. Internal antenna lying 
in oblique fossa^ which are entirely separated by a small process 
of the epistome, and concealed by the front. External pedi/xtlpt 
elongato-triangular^ reaching forwards to the maigin of the epi- 
etome ; the internal footstalk gradually acuminated, the third joint 
internally palpigerous. Anterior leg9 laige^ equal, the hand in- 
flated, those of the male larger than those of the female ; the other 
1^ shorter than the first pair, diminishing gradually in length, 
terminating in a slightly curved, rather strong claw. Abdomen 
seTen-jointed, but with several of the middle joints confluent ; 
that of the male narrow, gradually diminishing from the third 
joint : of the female very broad, the last joint very small, abruptly 
narrower than the preceding. Carapace rhomboidal, with the 
angles more or less truncated or rounded; front produced, ele- 
vated. Eyes veiy smalL Orbits with two small fissures on the 
superior maigin. 

Of this genus, which forms the English representative 
of the family Leueosiada^ there are three distinct species 
found on our coasts. These are sufliciently distinct in 
several very tangible and essential characters ; and I 
am surprised to find that Dr. Milne Edwards should con- 
sider them merely as varieties. The distinctions will be 
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particularly pointed out in the deaciipUona of the several 
spet^es. At present I am not aware that either of them 
haa been fonnd in any other locality than on onr own 
coasts ; but Dr. Edwards describes a species existing in 
the French Museum, and I have specimens &om Mr. 
Caming''8 collection &om the western coast of America, 
which most be referred to this genus, but belongmg to a 
new and very remarkable species. The genus was formed 
by Dr. Leach, who, with great propriety, separated it 
from his genns Leueona, to which he had at first referred 
the species then hnown- 

The fiunily of which this genua forms a part is perfectly 
natural and well defined, and contains many very inter- 
esting forms, all of them so characteristic as to exhibit 
at once their close relation to each other. 




PBNNANTS BBALIA. 



LEUCOSIADJE. 




PENNANT'S EBALIA. Leach. 



Ebalia Pemantii. 



Sptaifie tiaraOer. — Canpace gnnnlatcd, with ao obloie eleTBted 
iDDgitodintJ ridge, tbrming a erou ; Ulero-uiteriDr margin dirided 
bj a £aaim ; abdomen with the thjrd to the uith Jaintfl united. 



Pbnnant, Brit. ZooL IV. t. ix. a, f; 19. 
Lhacs, Mslac Brit. t. ixr. f. I— 6. Zeal. MiKcU. 
III. p. 19. 



The carapace in Ebalia PennanHi is rhomboid, rather 
broader than it is long, the angles rounded, the latero- 
anterior margin aligfatly sinnous, and divided by a small 
fissure ; the posterior margin is rounded ; the front elevated 
and emarginate ; the orbits very small, and with two em^l 
fissures above ; the carapace has an elevated cross, formed 
by a rounded longitudinal ridge crossed by a transverse 
one ; the whole posterior portion is elevated, and the 
anterior part elopes suddenly from the obliiiuely transverse 
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ridge on each side; the surface is eyer3rwhere distinctly 
granulated. The first pair of legs are the longest and are 
equal ; the arm is trihedrons, the wrist short and slightly 
inflated, the hand rounded, inflated, externally carinated, 
the fingers ftimished with two very minute ridges on the 
outer sur&ce ; the whole granulated. The remaining pairs 
of feet are slender, the joints rounded, the terminal one 
slightly curved. The whole of the parts about the mouth, 
particularly the foot-jaws, distinctly granulated, the granu- 
lation appearing almost like minute pearls. The abdomen 
in the male is triangular and more than twice as long as 
it is broad ; the third to the sixth joints united, — in the 
female it is much rounded, nearly as broad as it is long, 
the terminal articulation abruptly much smaller than the 
preceding, to which it is, as it were, a mere appendage. 

Colour reddish brown, paler beneath, the abdomen in 
either sex often symmetrically spotted with red. I have a 
specimen obtained by Mr. McAndrew, and to whom I am 
indebted for it, which is all over of a lovely bright rose 
colour. 

This species, which is the largest of the genus, is about 
five-eighths of an inch long, by two-thirds broad. These 
are the dimensions of the carapace of a female specimen 
in my cabinet from the coast of Devon; and Dr. Leach 
speaks of female specimens half as large again as his figure, 
which would correspond with mine, or perhaps rather ex- 
ceed it. It was first described by Pennant, fit)m speci- 
mens in the Portland Cabinet, which were probably ob- 
tained at Weymouth, a locality in which another species, 
E. Bryeriiy was also first discovered. It was afterwards 
found on the coast of Devonshire, from whence I have 
obtained it, through the kindness of my friend Walter 
Buchanan, Esq., who procured it at Exmouth. It is men* 
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tioned in the following tei^s by Mr. Embleton, in his 
Gstalogae of the Podophthalmons Crustacea of Berwick- 
shire and North Durham. ^^ A siugle specimen, taken at 
Bedhaugh, Berwickshire, in the collection of Dr- John- 
stone, and another in my own, taken in Embleton Bay, 
are the only ones which have fidlen under my notice. In 
both, which are females, the abdominal covering ia marked 
with two rows of bright scarlet spots, a character not 
noticed by Dr. Leach.**^ Its occurrence as an Irish species 
is thus detailed by Mr. W. Thompson.'^ '^ Although this 
species must be considered rare, it is less so than E. Bryerii 
and E. Cranehii, A specimen (from Cork !) is in Mr. J. 
V. Thompson's collection. In September, 1836, one was 
dredged up from deep water in Bel&st Bay, by Mr. Hynd- 
man, and subsequently another was similarly obtained 
there by Dr. Drummond. Several were procured in the 
same locality by the collectors attached to the Ordnance 
Survey, who likewise dredged a specimen in Lame Loch. 
To Mr. G. J. Allman I am indebted for one which he 
found in Dublin Bay. Three examples of the E. Pen- 
nantii were brought up alive in the dredge frt>m a depth 
of fifty &thoms, off the Mull of Galloway, by Captain 
Beechey, R.N.'^t 

Its occurrence on the eastern coast of Scotland is also 
well attested, and I have before me an immature female 
specimen,^ obtained by Mr. H. Goodsir, who notices its 
being generally found on stony bottoms, and on fishing- 

* * Ann. and Mag. Nat Hist.' toL z. p. 286. f Ibid. toI. z. p. 21. 

$ The specimen here alluded to was considered by Mr. Goodsir as belonging 
to a distinct species ; but firom a careftd examination of seyeral specimens, I am 
satisfied that it is the present species at an immature age. The fonn of the ab- 
domen is the only character in which it differs, and this has the companitirely 
narrowed form which always belongs to this part in the young female in all the 
Bnchyuia. 
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banks. Professor Forbes infonna me that be has repeated- 
ly procured it. 

The above account of the localities in which this species 
has been found, warrants us in believing that it is not so 
rare as has been imagined ; and that its unfrequent occur- 
rence is to be attributed to its deep-water habits, rather 
than to its actual scarcity. As for as 1 have had oppor- 
tunities of judging, females are moch more numerous than 
males. 
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DECAPODA, LEUCOSIADjE, 

BRACBYUBA. 




BRYEK^S EBALIA. 
EhaUa BryeriL Leach. 

specific ekarader. Campoce slightly and mmntely gxannlated ; lateral nuugiu 
entire, aomewhat revolate at the angles ; two tuberdet on the cardiac region, 
and one on each of the branchial in the male ; these parts yery tmnid in the 
female. Abdomen in the male with the third to the fifth joints united ; in the 
female, the foorth to the sixth. Ann not more than twice as long as it is broad. 

Cancer tumr^aeiug, Mont. Trans. Linn. Soc. IX. p. 86. t. ii. fig. 3. 

(foem. aact.) 
EboUa Bryeriit Lbach, Mai. Podoph. Brit t zxr. figs. 12, 18. 

The carapace in the male is somewhat flattened, de- 
pressed in the centre, and transversely hollowed imme- 
diately behind the front, which is considerably raised, and 
slightly emarginate. The branchial regions and the car- 
diac region are raised, the elevations in the male being 
distinct, in the female so tumid as to form a general eleva- 
tion of the whole of the posterior two-thirds of the cara- 
pace, abruptly sloping to the margin, which is turned up 
at the sides. The orbits are very small, and the fissures in 
their superior margin indistinct. The surface is minutely 
and almost obsoletely granulated. The arm in the male 
is less than twice as long as it is broad, with a projection 
on the inner side, and furnished on each edge with a few 
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minate bat distinct tubercles; the hand is somewhat 
tumid, robust, and the fingers slightly grooved. The re- 
maining feet slender, and little different from those of the 
former species. The foot-jaws and other parts about the 
mouth, as well as the whole surface, are nearly smooth. 
The abdomen in the male is triangular, about twice as 
long as it is broad, obsoletely carinated, the third, fourth, 
and fifth joints united, the terminal one with a small promi- 
nent point directed backwards. In the female the general 
form of the abdomen much resembles that in E, Pmnantii^ 
but the fourth, fifth, and sixth joints are united ; it is 
distinctly carinated. 

Colour reddish white, the anterior margin and a few dots 
on the carapace red, with indistinct reddish bands across 
the abdomen in the female. 

Length half an inch ; breadth very little exceeding the 
length. 

This species, which appears to be more rare than the 
former one, although perhaps less so than E. Cranehii^ was 
first described and figured by Montagu, who at once ap- 
preciated the distinction between it and Pennant^s Cancer 
ifibero9U8<i and pveB those distinctions with great discrimi- 
nation. The carapace is more nearly rectangular; the 
whole surface nearly smooth, instead of being, as in the 
former case, covered with distinct pearly granulations; 
the three distinct tuberosities of the carapace, so different 
from the cruciform elevation in E. Pennan(i% the raised 
margin, together with the different form and composition 
of the abdomen, and the more swollen and uneven cha- 
racter of the hands, form altogether an accumulation of 
distinctive characters so obvious that it is impossible to 
account for the two species being for a moment considered 
as mere varieties, as they are by Dr. Milne Edwards. 
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The first occurrence of this species on record is that 
mentioned bj Montagu, who received specimens from 
Wejmiouth, where it was discovered by Mr. Bryer, to 
whom Dr. Leach afterwards dedicated it. This distin- 
goished zoologist snbseqaently procured it through Mr. 
Piideanx from the Sound of Plymouth ; it is mentioned 
by Mr. Conch in his Cornish Fauna as the only species he 
had himself taken. I have received both sexes from Ex- 
month, through the kindness of Mr. Buchanan ; and I 
have a fine male specimen from Torquay, and a female 
from Tenby ; for both of which I am indebted to Mr. 
Bowerbank, by whom they were procured by dredging. 
It occurs also in Mr. Beano's collection at Scarborough. 
Mr. W. Thompson mentions its rare occurrence as an Irish 
species, the only locality in which it has been found there 
being Bel&st Bay. Captain Beechey dredged it with the 
former off the Mull of Gblloway, in fifty fiithom water. 

Nothing is known of the habits of this species, nor in- 
deed of either of the others of the genus. Its occurrence, 
as fiur as we have any data, has always been in deep 
water. 
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DECAPODA. LEU(X>S1AD.¥. 

BRACHYURA. 





CRANCffS EBALIA. 
Ebalia Cranchii, Leach. 

Upccijic Character, — Carapace disdnctly granulated, carinated ; with five tuber- 
cleft, two near together on the cardiac region, two distant on the branchial i^ona, 
and one on the intestinal region ; hitero-anterior maigin nearly entire ; anu linear, 
three times an long as it is broad. 

EUUia Crandkii^ Lbach, Zool. Misc. III. p. 20. Malac Brit. t. xxt. 

f. 7-- 11. Eow. Hist Nat Crust IL p. 129. 

The carapace in this species is more regularly rhombic 
than in either Eb. Pennantii or Bryerii. The surface is 
distinctly granulated; there is an obtuse longitudinal carina 
extending the whole length, and there are five distinct 
tubercles, of which two are very near each other on the 
cardiac region, one on each branchial, and a single one, 
larger than the others, on the intestinal. The latero- 
anterior margin is almost entire, having only a slight sinu- 
ation; the front is emarginate, as is also the posterior 
angle. The anterior pair of legs arc equal, robust, and in 
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the male nearly twice as long as the carapace ; the arm is 
somewhat trihedrons, and three times as long as it is 
broad ; the wrist ovate, the hand slightly tumid, the fingers 
shorter than the hand ; the remaining pairs of legs slender, 
the second and third pairs in the male one-third longer 
than the carapace. In the female the carapace is, in pro- 
portion, a little longer than in the male, and the legs con- 
siderably shorter. The abdomen in the male has the third, 
fourth, and fifth joints, and the female the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth, united ; in the former the penultimate joint is emar • 
ginate in the anterior margin to receive an angular projec- 
tion in the posterior margin of the terminal joint. 

Length of the carapace half an inch. Colour yellowish 
red, the female paler. 

The male of this species so nearly resembles that of E. 
Bryeriit that without very careftd examination they may 
very readily be mistaken for each other. The principal 
distinctive characters are to be found in the form and pro- 
portions of the arm, and the size of the granulations on 
the surface. The arm in E, Cranehii is three times as long 
as it is broad, and without any dilatation or protuberance 
on the Inner side ; in E. Bryerii the arm is scarcely twice 
as long as it is broad, and is furnished with a distinct pro- 
jection on the inner side. In E. Cranehii the granulations 
which cover the surface of the body and limbs are distinct 
and somewhat prominent; in E. Bryerii they are very 
small, and depressed. The female in the present species 
very nearly resembles the male ; in E. Bryerii the sexes 
are very dissimilar. 

This is the most rare of the British species of Ebalia. 
It was discovered by the indefatigable and unfortunate 
Granch, in Plymouth Sound, where it was afterwards ob- 
served, according to Dr. Leach, in considerable numbers; 
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it occurs in Mr. Bean's collection at Scarborongh. Id the 
Frith of Forth it is mentioned hy Mr. Gloodsir aa being 
very rare. Mr. Thompmn records its occurrence as an 
Irish species in Boundstone Bay, Oonnemara ; Mr. Ball 
found several on the beach at Portmamoch after a storm ; 
and Captain Portlock obtained it "hj deep dredging in 
Belfast Bay, in the course of the Ordnance Survey.^* 

The vignette is an illustration of the sign Cancer, &om 
a thirteenth century drawing, contained in the Prayer- 
book of Qoeen Mary in the British Muaenm. 

' ThompwB, Ann. ind Hag. Nat. IliM. roL i. p. 28i. 




DECAPODA, CORYSTWjE. 

BRACBTURA. 



GENUS ATELEOYOLUS. Leach. 

Cancbr. Herbst 

Cancbb (Hifpa). Monta^. 

Atblbcyclus. Leach, EdwardB. 

Generic Character, — External antenna with the basal articu- 
lation very large, united to the floor of the orbit at the outer side, 
and to the front above, thus separating the orbit from the anten- 
nazy fossa : the moveable portion inserted beneath the front, be- 
tween the orbit and the antennary fossa. Internal antenna lying 
longitudinally in the antennary fossa, which are, as it were, exca- 
vated in the front. External pedipalps completely closing the 
buccal opening, and advancing forwards to the base of the ex- 
ternal antennae; the third joint much longer than broad, ter- 
minating in an oblique line, and giving attachment to the terminal 
portion in a notch near the middle of its internal margin. Cara- 
pace more or less approaching a circular form, evenly convex ; the 
lateio-anterior and lateral maigins numerously toothed ; the front 
moderately projecting, quinquedentate, the exterior tooth forming 
the boundary of the orbit ; the hepatic regions small, the bran- 
chial very large. OrbUa^ directed forwards, with a single fissure 
beneath, and two above, which form a distinct tooth towards the 
outer angle. Anterior lege very large and strong, short, com- 
pressed, the hand carinated and ciliated above ; the fingers curved ; 
the remaining pairs of moderate length, compressed, the ter- 
minal joint long, acute, and nearly straight. Abdomen in the 
male, five-jointed, in the female, seven-jointed. 

This genuB was established by Leach for a species found 
by Montagu, and described by him in the eleventh volume 
of the Linnsean Transactions, under the name of Cancer 
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{Hippo) 9eptemdeniatu8. There are now several other 
species known, one of which A. emenMuSf is found on the 
coast of France, and probably in the Mediterranean. It 
appears very nearly to resemble our species, and may pos- 
sibly be a variety of it. The group is a very natural one, 
and its characters well defined, but its geographical distri- 
bution is so extensive as to set all ordinary laws at defi- 
ance ; I have a well-marked species, hitherto undescribed, 
which was procured on the western coast of South America 
by Mr. Cuming. 
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COBYSTIDJE. 




CIRCULAR CRAB. 

AteUcjfdm heterodon. Leach. 

Spee^ Ckarader. — Cu>|ik> neait; drcDlu', the Utenl muftini with nine 
tcetb, mltenictel; largci and BDiiller ; bain of the lega vei? long. 

OoKxr (M^ipii) Kpttnidtiiliiiiii, Montjqu, Tnuit. Lin. Sac XI. t. 1. (. i. 
Aldtcydt n LiACB, Edin. Encycl. VII. p. 430. Tnni. Lin. 

Soc. XI. p. 313. 
„ Merodn* Lbach, Mabc BriL L iL 

Thb general form of the carapace of this species !e so 
nearly circnlar, as to disliDguish it at first «ght from all the 
other brachjnroas Crabs of our coast. The lateral mar^ns 
with the front form somewhat more than a semicircle, and 
the latero-pogterior margins form three sides of a nearly 
regular octagon. The whole circumference is tringed with 
hair. The lateral margin on each side is tumisbed with 
nine teeth, which are altemately a little smaller and larger; 
the front is tridentate, the middle tooth being rather the 
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longest ; the whole of the teeth are slightly denticalate. 
The carapace is granular, moderately elevated, and the 
regions not very distinct. The orbits are open forwards, 
and have two fissures in the upper and one in the lower 
margin, the two former being the boundaries of a small 
projecting tooth. The anterior pair of legs are large and 
strong, compressed, and, when at rest, closing accurately 
against the under part of the body. The outer and upper 
surface of the wrist is furnished with short lines and warts 
of minute raised points, and there is a spine on the Inner 
and anterior angle. The hand, which, with the fingers, is 
incurved, has five longitudinal lines of small raised points, 
besides similar ones on the superior and inferior margins. 
The fingers are compressed, curved, slightly toothed, and 
meet only at the points. The remaining legs are slightly 
compressed, of moderate length, and the whole are fringed 
with long hair. The abdomen in the male is five-jointed, 
nearly linear, slightly hollowed on the sides, the terminal 
joint triangular: in the female it is seven-jointed, very 
slender, being three times as long as it is broad, the ter- 
minal joint elongate and somewhat cordate. 

The colour is reddish white, with red spots ; the anterior 
feet red, the fingers black ; the hair light brown. 

The carapace of a fiiU-sized male is about an inch and a 
quarter in diameter ; the female considerably smaller. 

The credit of the discovery of this species is due to Mon* 
tagu, who found it on the coast of Devonshire, where it 
has since been found, as Leach observes, in great plenty in 
deep water. Mr. Couch, in his Oomish Fauna, observes 
that it is '^ common in the stomachs of fishes, chiefly cod- 
fish and rays, from the depth of twenty to fifly fathoms. 
They must abound at these depths, as I have found more 
than thirty in a single fish, and almost every ray opened 
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for several days in succession, was found to contain them.*" 
I have obtained it from the Welch coast ; and I find a 
Tery yonng specimen amongst some rare cmstacea kindlj 
forwarded to me from Scarborough by Mr. Bean. It has 
been found on the coast of Scotland, in the Frith of Forth, 
both by Mr. Stephenson of Edinburgh, as stated by Leach, 
and by my friend Mr. Harry GkM)dsir, who, however, states 
that it is rare. I have lately received a specimen which 
was taken from the stomach of a cod, off the coast of 
Zetland, by my friends Mr. M^Andrew and Professor 
Forbes. The accuracy and detail which characterize 
all the observations of my friend Mr. W. Thompson of 
Belfast, induce me to quote at length his account of this 
species as belonging to the Fauna of Ireland. ^^ Mr. Tem* 
pleton notices a Grab of this species as found by him in the 
stomadi of a codfish, Jan. 17, 1817. In Mr. J. V. 
Thompson's collection . is an Irish specimen, probably from 
Cork. In January 1839 I obtained a perfect adult male 
from the stomach of a brill, {PUuronedes rhombus^ taken 
at Ardglass, County Down ; it somewhat exceeds in size 
that figured by Leach, which again is larger than Montagu 
represents the species. The circumstance of the species 
being found in the stomachs of the cod and brill would in- 
dicate its being an inhabitant of deep water. In the 
Ordnance collection are examples of this Crab from Mo- 
ville (Co. Donegal), Portrush, near the Grianf's Causeway, 
and Carrickfergus. Mr. B. Ball has twice obtained it on 
the Dublin coast ; on one occasion many specimens were 
found by him on the beech at Portmamoch after a great 
storm.*" In confirmation of Montagu's and Leaches obser- 
vations of the great prevalence of male specimens — ^those 
observed by the former having been all of that sex, and 
the latter stating that two females only were found amongst 
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several hnndrede of males, Mr. Thompson informs us that 
tlie several Irish examples which he examined with refer- 
ence to their sex were all males. 

The testimony which I have given from these different 
authors prove that the south-western coast, that of Corn- 
wall and south Devon, is the locality in which this species 
is most abundant, although it occaaonally occurs tar to 
the North. That it is generally an inhabitant of deep 
water, is also evident ; yet an observation of Mr. Thomp- 
son's would seem to show that the spawn is deposited, 
and that the young continue to reside, in shallower 
depths. " In the month of September 1835,*^ he observes, 
"I obtained several small living specimens of AteUcycltu 
(carapace about two lines in length) in rock-pools, ac- 
cessible at low water.** Beyond these observations, we 
know nothing of its peculiar habits. 




DEC A POD A. CORYSTID^E, 

BRACHYURA. 



GENUS COBYSTES. Leach. 

Cancxr. Penn., HerbBt. 

Albunsa. Fabr., Bobc. 

C0RY8TK6. Latreille, Leach, Edwards. 

Generic Character. — EactemalantenntB very much developed^ 
longer than the carapace^ eetaceous, ciliated; the basal joint 
thicks nearly cylindrical, inserted immediately beneath the eye in 
a hiatus of the orbits; the second joint also nearly cylindrical, 
bending downwards and inwards, approaching its fellow, so that 
the third joint is articulated at right angles with it, and stands 
forwards in contact with that of the other side — this is cylindrical, 
and twice as long as it is broad ; the remaining joints, like the 
former, are nearly cylindrical, and fringed with hair. Interned 
anienn(B folded longitudinally. External pedipalps long, narrow, 
standing forwards as far as the origin of the internal antennoe, 
leaving an aperture between themselves and the epistome directed 
forwards ; the third joint longer than the second, and terminating 
forwards in a narrow and pointed process, extending beyond the 
origin of the fourth joint, which is articulated in a notch in the 
inner margin. Anterior legs, equal, subcompressed, with the 
fingers deflexed ; in the male twice as long, and in the female as 
long as the body, the remaining legs of moderate size, compressed, 
ciliated ; the terminal articulation very long, straight and acute. 
Abdomen in the male five-jointed, in the female seven-jointed ; the 
first and second joints visible from above, and on nearly the same 
plane as the carapace. Carapace much longer than it is broad, 
elliptical, with the latero-anterior margins toothed; the rostrum 
triangular ; orbits transverse, with two fissures above. Eyes little 
thicker than their peduncles, couching outwards and a little down- 
wards in the orbits. 



158 GBNU8 00RT8TE8. 

The present genus forms a verj obvions approach to the 
division of the Afumamra of Edwards. Its deviations from 
the typical Braehyura are nomerons and striking, and 
consist in the general form of the body, the relations of the 
buccal opening, the external pedipalps, the epistome, and 
the arrangement of the first joints of the abdomen, and the 
posterior pair of legs. There is, at present, but one species 
of the genus known ; but it has a very nearly allied repre- 
sentative in the new world, the Pseudocarystes arfnaiUB of 
Edwards, discovered by M. Guy on the coast of Valparaiso, 
and found by Mr. Cuming and by Mr. Darwin in the 
same locality. 
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MASKED CRAB. 
Corytte* Casnvelawau. 

FrnvAjn, Brit. ZooL ir. t fiL p. 6. 
HnBBT, I. t.xii.CT2. Mu. 

„ t. xiL f. 71. Fern. 
Fabr. SnppL 998. 
Latb. Hiat. N*t. du Cnut. et Inieet. VL p. 132. 

Kdw. Hut. d«« Cnut II. p. 148. Couch, Com. 

FB>m.p.7i. 

:a, Edinb. Eneyd. VII. p. 39S. Mai. Brit. t. i. 

Thk carapace in this apeciee is longer than it is broad, in 
the proportion of nearly three to tvo; convex, with the 
regions somewhat distinctly marked, having a groove sar- 
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rounding the cardiac and genital regions, and another short 
transverse depression over the intestinal region, forming 
altogether, in many specimens, a remarkable similitude to 
the features of the human face ; from which circumstance 
I have given it the English name of ^' the Masked Grab.**' 
There are three acute teeth on each side of the carapace, 
the first forming the external angle of the orbit ; the second 
placed on the margin of the hepatic, and the third, which 
is very small, on the margin of the branchial region : the 
surface is covered with minute scattered tufts of very short 
hair, scarcely distinguishable by the naked eye. The 
rostrum is deeply notched. The orbits are minutely granu- 
lated on the margin. The external antenna are very long, 
setaceous and doubly ciliated throughout their whole 
length, as are also the pedipalps. The anterior feet in the 
male are twice as long as the body; the arm nearly cylindrical, 
and nearly the same length as the arm ; the wrist about 
half as long and furnished with two spines on the inner 
side ; the hand gradually enlarging forwards ; the fingers 
considerably inflected, and ciliated. In the female these 
feet are not longer than the body ; the hand scarcely 
longer than the wrist, and somewhat gibbous. The re- 
maining pairs of legs are compressed, and doubly ciliated. 
The abdomen in the male is five-jointed ; the third becom- 
ing abruptly narrower than the second ; and the terminal 
one obtuse and rounded. In the female the first two joints 
are very broad ; the third abruptly narrower, and, with the 
remaining joints, fonning an oval : in both sexes this part 
is marginated with rather long hair. 

The colour is pale red, passing into yellowish white ; the 
arms rather deeper red. In the female the colours are 
much less bright and clear than in the male. 

The sexes of this species differ so much from each other, 
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particularly in the fonn and development of the anterior 
legs, that Herbst describes them as distinct species, — an 
error in which he was at first followed by Latreille, who, 
however, afterwards corrected the mistake. It was first 
discovered by Pennant, who gave it the name of Cancer 
Camvdaunus^ for no very obvious reason. He gives as its 
habitat '* the deep between Holyhead and Bed-whaif, 
Anglesea.^ From the Welch coast I have also received it 
from Mr. Eyton ; from Torquay through the kindness of 
Mrs. Griffiths; and it occurs in Mr. Beanos collection 
at Scarborough. It is generally rather a deep-sea species ; 
and is occasionally thrown on shore ^^ after storms or gales 
of wind that have been tending towards shore.^^ In May, 
1843, at Sandgate, I took a single specimen with the 
dredge, and on the following day ten more in the shrimp, 
trawl ; these were all females. I have likewise obtained it 
at Hastings, where the late Mr. Hailstone also mentions 
having seen it caught by the trawlers. Mr. Couch, in his 
Cornish Fauna, mentions it as " scarcely common, which 
may be accounted for from its habit of burrowing in the 
sand, leaving the extremities of its antenna alone projecting 
above the surface. These organs,^ adds Mr. Couch, " are 
of some use beyond their common office of feelers ; perhaps, 
as in some other crustaceans, they assist in the process of 
excavation ; and, when soiled by labour, I have seen the 
crab effect their cleaning by alternately bending the joints 
of their stalks, which stand conveniently angular for this 
purpose. Each of the long antennae is thus drawn along the 
brush that fringes the internal face of the other, until both 
are cleared of every particle that adhered to them.^ As a 
Scottish species, it is stated by Mr. H. D. Goodsir to be 
rare. In Ireland it has been repeatedly taken. Mr. Wm. 
Thompson mentions having dredged a number of very small 
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specimens from a sandy bottom in the open sea ; and be 
states that the ant^mte in these joang indiridnals are much 
• longer in proportion to the carapace than in the adnlt, — 
some, with the carapace only three lines in length, hanng 
the antemue six lines long. The bahit qaoted above from 
Mr. Conch, of this species lying buried in the sand, with 
the antennss only protmded, was also obseryed by Dr. 
Dmmmond, and by Mr. Ball of Dublin. 

According to Mr. Hailstone's obaerrations, the spawn is 
abed in April and May. I did not find any spawn attached 
to any of the eleven females which I took at Sandgate in 
the latter month. 




^^^6J^S£i\, HOMOLADJE. 

ANOMOURA. 



GENUS LITHODES. Latb. 

Cascmr, LiniL Heibtt. 

Inachus. Fabr. 

Maia. Bobc. 

LrmoDSB. Latr. Leach, Edwardi. 

Generic character, — External antenwB placed nearly in a line 
with the internal^ on the outer side, and a little beneath them ; the 
basal joint beings as it were^ imbedded between the anterior mar- 
gin of the carapace and a process or elongation of the lateral mar- 
gin of the buccal opening, which is enclosed only at the sides^ 
where the margins are nearly straight; the second joint is fur- 
nished with a spine on the outer side, and the third is long and 
cylindrical. Internal antenna long, inserted beneath and some- 
what external to the eyes ; the first joint nearly cylindrical, thick, 
and bent downwards and inwards; the second and third cylin- 
drical, slender^ elongated ; the terminal portion consisting of two 
short, setaceous, multiarticulate filaments. External pedipalps 
pediform, with the second joint short, broad, internally dilated and 
toothed. Thorax with the posterior portion free and moyable. 
Anterior feet unequal, of moderate size, the fingers more or less 
spoon-shaped ; the three following pairs very long, cylindrical ; the 
fifth pair very small, adactylous^ folded backwards beneath the 
latero-posterior margin of the carapace. Carapace cordiform, with 
the regions very distinct, spinous. Roetrum projecting horizontally. 
Eyes not enclosed within orbits, but protected externally by a 
strong spine ; the peduncles short, approximate. Abdomen laige, 
fiye-jointed. 

This very remarkable genus was formerly placed amongst 
the Oxyrhynehi on account of the form of the carapace, 

m2 
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which greatly resembles many of that gronp. Its relation 
to these, however, is only one of analogy ; and Leach was 
the first to point out the discrepancies. The glimpse which 
he caught of its true aflinities is embodied in the observa- 
tion that, 'Mn the form of its pedipalps and external 
antenn®, and in the position of the eyes, it approaches the 
Macrourons Malacostraca.'*^ It is, however, to Dr. Milne 
Edwards that we owe the full development of its relations, 
and its natural location in a group intermediate between 
the Brachyurous and the Macrourons forms, and in dose 
association with ffomola. 

I have found it necessary to modify the generic charac- 
ters previously given of this genus, founded as they were 
upon the single species hitherto described. The posses- 
sion of a second, discovered by Mr. Cuming on the eastern 
coast of America, enables me to state that the membranous 
condition of the abdomen is either merely a sexual, or 
at most a specific distinction, as the specimen obtained 
by Mr. Cuming, to which I have given the name of L. 
Australis^ is entirely covered with crustaceoos matter. 
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HOMOLAD.r.. 




NORTHERN STONE-CRAB. 

Lithodet ifaia. Leach. 

^K^ eiarader. — RoMrem fipiiilied with eigbt ipioM ; one aboTS, ons be- 
Dcatb, and one od each nde >t ihe bue, Iwo about the middle, and IcnninatiDg 
in two, which are nmewhal diTogent. Cainpan diitinctl; maigined, with pn- 
nenoa i^ei longrr than Ihow on the diak. Abdmnen merabrwiBCVoua, with 
a patchca tepnwnting tha jnnU ; the Grat and lait joint tntirelf 



Gucw Afnu, LiNH. Sjat. Nat. I. 1046,41. Hbbbst.I. t. xi. (.87, p. 219. 

„ licrriba, Pbhn. Brit IV. t, ?ii. f. 14, p. 7. 
InadM Maia, Fibl Sapid, p. 358. 

Liltada anlica, L«ra. Qo. Ctut. Ac 1. p. 40. Edw. Miit. de« Cniat. II. 
p. 186. 
„ Mh, Lucb, Tnuia. Lin. Soc.ii.p- 332. Malac Brit. t. xiir. 

Thk form of the carapace is cordate, longer than it is 
broad, exclnsire of the rostrum ; the margin somewhat 
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recurred all round, and beset with nnmerons verj long and 
strong spines, of which those on the latero-anterior margin 
are regular, longer than the others, and six in number on 
each side, including that immediately at the outer side of 
the orbit. The surface is also covered with tubercles and 
spines; the regions distinct and elevated, excepting the 
hepatic, which are very slightly developed. Bostrum one- 
third as long as the rest of the carapace, projecting for- 
wards, furnished with four spines at the base, of which 
one is placed above and another (the longest) beneath, 
and one on each side ; two other lateral spines near the 
middle, and two terminal ones which are divergent. There 
are no distinct orbits ; the eyes are contiguous at the 
insertion of their peduncles, and stand forwards and out- 
wards, being protected above by the rostrum and the 
anterior margin of the carapace, between them by the 
long inferior spine of the rostrum, and at the outside by 
a strong spine. The anterior pair of legs are unequal, in 
some cases the right, in others the left being the larger ; 
they are covered with strong sharp spines, those on the 
inner margin the largest ; the wrist nearly cylindrical ; the 
larger hand robust, nearly as broad as it is long; the 
fingers somewhat spoon-shaped, and furnished with small 
tufts of hair above, the opposing margins tuberculated. 
The second to the fourth pair of feet long, cylindrical, 
furnished with strong spines ; the terminal joint compressed, 
slightly curved and acute ; the fifth pair diminutive and 
without spines. The abdomen is coriaceous, with regular 
patches of crustaceous matter, representing the segments ; 
the first is entirely crustaceous, very short, and extending 
quite across the breadth of the abdomen, linear and spinous ; 
the second, fourth, and sixth joints are represented each by 
a pair of broad oval patches towards the margin ; the 



NORTHERN STOHrE-CRAB. 167 

third and fifth by much smaller marginal pieces between 
the second and fourth, and the fourth and sixth respective* 
Ij; the terminal joint is also nearly oval and entirely 
crustaceous. 

The colour is yellowish red; the spines darker, the 
under surface paler. 

Id. LineB. 

Length of CBiBpace 5 

Breadth of carapace 4 

Length of larger anterior leg 5 5 

Length of leg of the third pair .... 8 

This remarkable species must be considered as one of the 
rarer of our British Crustacea. It is, strictly speaking, a 
northern species, not having yet been found farther south 
than the Isle of Man ; with the exception of a specimen in 
the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin, recorded to have 
been taken on the coast of the County Wexford. I pos- 
sess, through the kindness of my friend Mr. M'^Andrew, 
several specimens, of various size, taken by him in dredging 
in Loch Fyne ; they have also been dredged between the 
Isle of Man and the Mull of Galloway. The Frith of 
Forth (Goodwin), the Coast of Ayrshire (Thompson), of 
Aberdeen imd of Yorkshire (Leach), are localities where 
this crab has at different times been obtained ; and I have 
a specimen which was taken from the stomach of a cod on 
the coast of Orkney. I am uncertain at what period they 
cast their spawn. One of Mr. M° Andrew's specimens, 
taken in the month of June, was carrying spawn. 

The synonymy of this species has become not a little 
involved from some slight resemblance which it bears in its 
external characters to the Maia Sqmnadoy and from a very 
obvious mistake into which Pennant has faUen in consider- 
ing it identical with the Cancer horridus of Linnaeus, the 
Parihenape harrida of subsequent naturalists. It is un- 
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Deceesary to say tWt to the latter there is not the slightest 
affinity, nor even a remote external resemblance ; whilst to 
the former the similarity is confined to the mere figure of 
the carapace, and the spiny armature of the body. 




DECAPODA PAGURID/E, 

ANOMOURA. 



GENUS PAGURUS. Fabr. 

Cancbr, Linn. Herlwt. 

AsTACUs, Pennant, Degeer. 

Pagubus, Fabr. Bote. Lam. Latr. Leach, Edwards. 

Generic character, — External antennae inserted in the same 
line with the peduncles of the eyes, and furnished with a large 
moveable spine, which represents the palpus of this organ ; the last 
joint of the peduncle long, slender, and cylindrical ; filament com- 
posed of many articulations, very long and setaceous. Internal 
antenncBf placed immediately above the ocular peduncles ; the first 
joint nearly globular ; the second and third elongate and slender, 
the terminal portion consisting of two setiB, the superior com- 
pressed, haiiy ; the inferior shorter, filiform. External pedipalps 
pediform, having five exserted joints ; the palpus much developed, 
nearly as long as the stalk. Anterior feet very unequal, one of the 
hands being large and tumid; the second and third pairs long, 
ambulatory, with long curved nails; the fourth and fifth pairs 
amally rudimentary, sub-didactyle, the latter more distinctly so than 
the former. Cephalo-tkorax membranaceous, shorter than the ab- 
dominal portion of the body. Carapace covering only the anterior 
and inferior portion of the thorax. Abdomen greatly developed, 
elongated, membranous, furnished on the upper sur&ce with rudi- 
mentary crustaceous plates. TaU crustaoeous, of three joints, 
the second joint with appendices on each side. 

The &mily PAOuaiDiE, and particularly the present genus, 
is composed of some of the most curious and anomalous 
forms in the whole of the class. Whilst the Birgus^ leaving 
the water, and even disdaining to crawl on the ground like 
the true land-crab, climbs the height of the cocoa-tree, and 
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feasts npon the yoang fimit, the species of the present genus 
elothes its soft and defenceless body in the cast-off cover- 
ing of the sheUed mollnske^ occapjing the turbinated shells 
of nnmetons species of gasteropoday to which they doee- 
ly attach themsdves by means of the hooked appendages 
of the abdomen. From this peediarity they haye been 
commonly termed Hermit Grabs. Of this genus there haye 
until lately been only two correctly distinguished species 
known as indigenous to this country ; but the examination 
by Mr. William Thompson of numerous minute paguri, 
occupying yarious small shells found on the coast of Ire-^ 
land, has led to the clear discrimination of four additional 
species; which, with one from the coast of Deyonshire, 
make altogether no less than seven British species. 



OOlOfON BEBMIT CBAB. 171 

PAOUBIDJE. 




COMMON HEBMIT GRAB. 

Pagunu BerjiharduB. 

Speafie ckamder. — RidiIi itiDDgly tabenulo-gniiulated ; timunal joinU of 
the Mcond and thiid pain of ligi ipiDou on the nppet lide, iliglitlj toitnoiu. 

OMon- BeralOnlt, Lihn. Sjit. NM. 1049. 

AitucMt „ Pink. Brit. Zool. (ed. Siro.) IV. t. iriii. p. 30. 

Pqgmnu „ Fabr. SuppL 411. Et>W. Hut. Nst. Cnut. II. p. 

215. 
„ $lnilomifi, Lkacu. Malac. BriL L iiri. f. 1 — 1. 

The carapace in this species han the anterior mar^n 
hollowed on each side above the insertion of the eye-staUu, 
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forming a short obtuse-angled rostnun. The eje-stalks 
are short, thick, armed with a broad, flattened, oyal or 
lanceolate tooth. The third joint of the internal an- 
tennas scarcely extending beyond the basal portion of the 
external ; the second joint of the latter is armed on its 
outer side with a sharp tooth ; its palp spiniform, longer 
than the eye-stalks, slender, and curved. The anterior 
pair of legs very robust, thick, unequal, the right being 
ordinarily the larger, — ^furnished with numerous isolated 
tubercles, more or less spinous ; the wrist, which is nearly 
as long as the hand, is dilated and spinous at the inner 
margin ; the fingers obtuse and strongly tuberculated. 
The second and third pairs of feet spinous on the upper 
side, the last joint very long, strong, compressed, slightly 
twisted, and a little thickened towards the extremity. 
Posterior pairs of feet rudimentary, terminating in an 
extremely short, flattened pincer. Abdomen in the female 
furnished with four ovigerous false feet, each consisting of a 
basal joint, which is elongate and cylindrical, and two 
terminal laminar branches ; the fourth much the smallest. 
In the male there are three false feet, composed of a basal 
and a double terminal joint, one finger of which is laminar 
and large, the other rudimentary. The terminal joint of 
the abdomen is notched. 

The general colour is red, passing into yellow ; the abdo- 
men brown. Usual length of the adult about five inches. 

I have thought it right to follow Dr. Edwards in 
resuming for this species its generally received name, as it 
iSf in all probability, the one which Linnaeus assigned to it, 
notwithstanding the doubt which led Dr. Leach to reject 
it, and to substitute for it the name of Strebhnyx^ in 
allusion to the peculiar tortuosity of the terminal joints of 
the ambulatory legs. 
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This species is extremely common, inhabiting, in the 
course of its growth, almost every species of turbinated 
shell existing on our coasts ; but in its adult state requiring 
a habitation not smaller than the ftiU-sized whelk, {Buceir 
naiwn undatum^) in which it is constantly found. Occu- 
pying, in the early stages of its growth, the small species 
of Litarina^ of Ncntica^ of Buccinwn^ of Murex^ &c. When 
it becomes too large for its existing dwelling, it leaves it, 
and seeks for one not merely large enough for its present 
occupation, but sufficiently so to admit of a certain degree 
of ftirther increase. Hence we often find individuals in 
shells considerably larger than would be sufficient to pro- 
tect them. 

It is a question of some interest whether the Hermit 
Grab always chooses for its habitation a shell already 
empty, or whether it actually kills and devours the inha- 
bitant of one that suits its size, and then takes possession of 
its violated home. The latter I believe to be true, in 
many if not in most cases ; certainly, however, not in all, 
as we often find the Hermit occupying an old and long- 
abandoned sheU. But so much more generally is it found 
in fresh shells, that it can scarcely be doubted, even on this 
ground alone, that it often obtains its habitation by 
violence. The fishermen on the coast are fiiUy persuaded 
of this ; and an intelligent person of this class at Bognor 
assured me that the fact has often been observed by him- 
self and others. He stated that the aggressor seizes its 
victim — ^the whelk, for instance, — immediately behind the 
head, and thus kills or disables it, then eats it, and finally 
creeps into and appropriates its vacant shell. It holds on 
with great force and tenacity by means of the terminal 
appendages ; and if taken hold of when running about, 
which it does with great rapidity with its usurped shell 
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attached, it draws itself in with a sadden snap, and then 
resists every attempt to pull it ont, cloang the aperture 
with its stont strong legs and pincers, and thus also pro- 
tecting the soft membranous abdomen. 

The Hermit Crabs are much employed by the fisherm^i 
(who call them '' Wigs,"" or possibly '' Whigs,"*) as bait 
for cod ; for which purpose they answer very well for 
immediate use, although the original possessors and buOd- 
ers of the house, the whelks, are mudi preferred for night- 
lines, as remaining more firmly on the hook. They are 
taken in great numbers in prawn-pots for this purpose. 

The epecies is very widely distributed, and exists in 
every part of our coast in great numbers, being continu- 
ally taken in the dredge, the keer-drag, and the prawn 
and lobster pots. 



FBIDBAUX B BBBMIT CRAH. 




PRIDEAUX'S HERMIT CRAB. 

Poffurua Prideauxii. Leach. 

Sptdfie Ciaraeler, — Huidi aunpl; gnonlatad ; intenial inteniue half u \<mg 
■gain ■■ the eje-italki ; taimiiul joinli of llu MCODd and tliiid pain of lega 
ucbHj iMiglit, groDTud on cacti lide. 

P^srM PridtoHM, Lkacb, Malai:, Brit. L ixri. f. 6, 6. 

„ Prtdtanai, Eovf. Hirt. Nat Cnut. II. p. 216. 

Thb present apecies resembles the foregoing in bo many 
respects, that it had doubtless been mistaken for it bjr 
observers previous to its detection by Leach : it differs, 
however, &om it in several well-marked characters. The 
anterior margin of the catapace has no median projeotion ; 
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the lateral portions of the carapace are more exclaayelj 
membranous ; the hands, instead of being strongly tuber- 
calated, are merely granulated, and the wrists, on which, 
in P. BemharduSy the tubercles become spinous on the 
inner margin, are in this species furnished with smaQ 
tubercles; the hand and wrist are elevated along the 
median line of the upper surface. The ambulatory legs 
are nearly smooth, and the terminal joint is grooved longi- 
tudinally on each side, and is not twisted. The eye-stalks 
are short and very thick, and the extremity, where the 
eye itself is inserted, is globular. The spiniform palp of 
the external antennae is more slender and less curved than 
in P. Bemhardus. It is usually of considerably smaller 
size, seldom exceeding two inches and a half from the front 
to the extremity of the abdomen. 

l^he colour is light reddish-brown. 

The discovery of this species is due to Leach, who re- 
ceived it from his indefatigable friend Prideaux, by whom 
it was taken in considerable numbers in Plymouth Sound. 
It lias since that been found on several other parts of 
the coast. In Loch Fyne it has been taken by my friends 
Professor E. Forbes and Mr. M^ Andrew; and it has 
also been taken in Ireland by Mr. W. Thompson and 
Mr. Hyndman, **when dredging in Strangford and Bel- 
fast Loughs, and in the open sea off Dundrum, county 
Down.^ Mr. Thompson notices the very remarkable cir- 
cumstance of its being found ^^ in every instance in- 
habiting the shell invested by the Adamsia tnaculata (Ac- 
tinia m^ Adams) .^ And Mr. Thompson proceeds to state, 
'' among the very numerous specimens of Paguri in my 
collection, from all quarters of the Irish coast, and found 
inliabiting shells of various species, not a. P. Prideauxii oc- 
curs except in connexion with the Actinia already named:^' 
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In a snbseqaent note oa the same snbject, Mr. Thompmn 
quotes Dr. Coldstream, wlio, in a communication in the 
" Edinburgh New Philosophical Jonrnal," remarks, in treai- 
lag on the Actinia maeulata obtained bj him " at Torbaj, 
and in Bothsay and Kames Bays in Bute,"' that the shell 
which it covered was always covered by a variety of the 
Hermit Crab.'' It is also remarkable that " by Diig^ 
the spetnes have been found associated on the coast of 
France.'* Whether this coincidence be accidental or other- 
wise, it ia difficult to decide without forther observation ; 
the facts, however, that Dr. I<each makes no mention of 
its occurreDce, and that Professor Edward Forbes states 
that not a single specimen of the Aetinia taken by him 
in the coarse of a season was so associated, are much in 
favour of their concurrence haag fortuitous. 





Paffurut caanetuit. Thompson. 

Siira/ic doFwr/rr.— Anlerior (eel nneqiul. buped, •pinom i the pdp of the 
cxienul uitenUB M long u tba eje-ilalk ( their banl tootb dmtienlitc OD ttie 

inner uda, half u long ht ttie palp. 

ragant mmnutt, Thohfbon, Report on ttie Fsiuia of Inland, (Report of 

Bfit. Ahdc 1843. p. 2670 

Thib ia the lar^st of four dow species of Pa^rug, 
discovered by Mr. W. Thompeon and named by bim, 
though without any description or specific character, in 
his interesting report on the Faann of Ireland, read before 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
at their session in 1843. 

The carapace has the anterior margin slightly waved, 
without any rostral projection. The eye-stalks are very long, 
exceeding the basal portion of the external antennie ; the 
baeal tooth of these half the length of the palp, straight, 
acute, denticnlate on the inner side ; the palp at least as 
long as the eye-stalk, curved, and furnished with long, stiff, 
adpressed h^rs on the inner side. The anterior legs are un- 
equal, the right the larger, covered with long stiff hair, and 
furnished with nnmerous spinous tubercles; the wrist with 
a row of strong short spines on the upper marj^ ; the 
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hand rather longer than broad, with its sides parallel and 
straight, furnished with rows of spines on its upper sur- 
fELce; the fingers short, curved, robust, strongly tuber- 
culated. The ambulatory legs long, compressed, hairy, with 
the terminal joint very long, slender, and slightly curved. 

Found (principally inhabiting the Triton Erifuiceus) at 
Portaferry and in Bangor Bay by Mr. Thompson, and in 
Bel&st Bay by Dr. Drummond. 



N 2 



180 PAQUBIDilC. 

OBCAPODA. PAGVRIDJE. 

AHOMOURA. 




Poffunu fdidianus. ThompsoD. 

S^pedjie Character. — Canpace with a minixte rottnim ; internal antennae the 
length of the haad portion of the aztemal ; anterior feet neariy equal ; hand 
elongate, the tidet paiaUel, ronghly giannlate ; inner maigin of the wrist toothed. 

Pt^ianu aUdutj W. Tbomp0ON, L c 

Thb carapace is smooth and shining ; the anterior mar- 
gin hollowed over the insertion of the eye-stalks, haying 
a very small rostriform projection in the centre. The eye- 
stalks thick, reaching nearly to the third basal joint of the 
external antennae, with the basal tooth convex, triangular, 
incurved at the point. The external antennae with the palp 
having a double curve, its inner margin furnished with 
three or four very slender long teeth. The internal antennae 
about as long as the basal portion of the external. The 
first pair of feet somewhat unequal ; the wrist roughly 
granular, its inner margin toothed ; the hand with paral> 
lei sides, granular, gibbous, slightly carinated on the outer 
edge ; moveable finger toothed on the outer edge. The se- 
cond and third pairs of feet slightly compressed. 

A very small species, so nearly resembling the young 
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of P. BemhardvM that it is difficnit at first sight to dis- 
tingnish them, especially as the contortion of the termi- 
nal joint of the ambulatory legs in the latter is not evident 
in very young individuals. The hand, however, in the 
present species is more elongate, its sides more nearly 
parallel, and the granulations on its surface more even. 
It was found by Mr. Thompson at Portaferry. 




Poffunu ffyndmattni. ThompsoD. 

^neifie Clkmdtr. — Aoterior 1^ imcqtud ; the hand onl, tninatelj gnno- 
lat«d, dendeulaU on the oatar margin ; cye-atalka much ■horter than the Itaial 
portion of iho uteniB] ant«mim ; mtcmaJ uitoiTije ibur tiniM aa long >i the 
«ya->ta]ka. 

Ayimu Hyadwami, W. TaOHPIoH, L c 

Thb carapace in thiB species is perfectly smooth, its 
anterior margin entire. The eye-stalks short and thick, 
eztendbg only to the third basal joint of the external 
anteonie ; the tooth at their base smootb, convex, and 
acntely pointed. The external antennie about as long as the 
second pair of legs ; the tooth on the outer side of the se- 
cond joint smootb, ample, shorter than the third joint ; the 
palp extending a little beyond the eye-stalka. The internal 
antennee compressed, extremely long, being not less than 
four times the length of the eye-stalks. The anterior legs 
are very unequal, the right being the larger, granulated ; 
the wrist of the larger with a series of small teeth along the 
inner margin ; the hand oral, slightly convex, with an ob- 



PAGI7RU8 HTNDMANNI. 183 

iuse tooth at the base, the outer margin delicately and evenly 
denticulate ; the immoveable finger broad, triangular ; the 
moveable one carinated, minutely toothed on the outer 
margin, somewhat contorted in old individuals. The second 
and third pairs of legs slender, the joints hairy on the 
anterior edge ; the terminal one curved. 

Total length of the only specimen which could be com- 
pletely examined, six-tenths of an inch ; another specimen, 
dried in its sheU, is considerably larger. 

This is one of the most interesting and elegant species 
of this curious genus; and the perfect condition of one 
of Mr. Thompson'*s specimens enables me to give a more 
satisfiu^ry description of it than of some of the others 
discovered by him. The form of the hand, the arrange- 
ment of the parts about the ophthalmic and antennary 
regions, the unparalleled proportional length of the inteiv 
nal antennse, distinguish it at a glance from every other 
species. 

It was found inhabiting Turritella terebra at Portaferry 
by Mr. Thompson, and in Belfast Bay by Mr. Drummond. 

The figure is enlarged to two diameters and a half. 
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DEC APOD A. PAGVRIDJE. 

JNOMOUBA. 




SMOOTH HERMIT CRAB. 



Puiffurus ktfris. Thompson. 



Specific Ckaraeter. — Canpaoe with the anterior maigin ndied ; eye>tta]kB short 
and thick, reaching to the middle of the third joint of the internal antennae ; 
hand minutely granolated, poliihed, with two obidete teeth at the base towards 
the inner side, and a minnte tnberde at the outer. 

Pojfmnu JMsy Tbom P8ON9 L c 

The carapace of this pretty species is smooth and po- 
lished, somewhat heart-shaped ; the anterior margin waved, 
and slightly raised. The external antennae are of mo- 
derate length, the basal tooth short, pyriform, acute ; the 
palp doubly curved, nearly as long as the basal portion 
of the antennae, slightly denticulated. The eye-stalks, 
short, thick, extending a little beyond the middle of the 
third joint of the internal antennae, which are slender. 
The right anterior foot very much larger than the left; 
the wrist rather roughly granulated, denticulated along 
the inner margin, which terminates in a tooth, contiguous 
to which is a smooth obtuse tubercle ; the hand broadly 
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ovate, convex, slightly granulated, polished, with two 
small obsolete approximating tubercles near the base ; the 
remaining second and third pairs of feet compressed ; the 
joints carinated and slightly spinous above ; the terminal 
joint long, slender, and slightly curved. 

The general colour is yellowish testaceous, and there is 
a distinct red mark extending the whole length of the 
hand and bifurcating towards the fingers. 

The specimens taken by Mr. Thompson at Portaferry 
were very small, and being contracted by drying and 
otherwise injured, afforded but little opportunity for a 
minute description. Having, however, recently obtained 
several large and perfect specimens amongst other Paguri 
from Falmouth, through the kindness of Mr. Corks, I am 
enabled to give the above description, and to add to the 
locality afforded by Mr. Thompson, that of the coast of 
Cornwall. 



186 PAQUBIDJB. 



DhVAPODA. PAOVRIDJE. 

BRACHYURA. 




ROUGH-CLAWED HERMIT CRAB. 
Poffurus Forhesii, Mihi. 

Spedfio CkaraoUr^ — Eye-ttalki club-shaped, as long aa the basal portion of 
the internal antennae ; hand with irregular depressions, rough and stron^y 
senato-denticulate on the inner side. 

Of this strongly characterised species, the carapace is 
subordinate, smooth. The external antennss longer than 
the anterior pair of legs ; the tooth at their second joint, 
extending to the extremity of the third joint of the basal 
portion ; the palp nearly as long as the basal portion of 
the antennae, slightly curved, and fiinged with a few long 
hairs. The eye-stalks are club-shaped, as long as the 
basal portion of the internal antennae. The anterior feet 
slightly unequal, the right being the longer; the wrist 
and hand roughly granulated ; the inner margin of the 
wrist toothed ; the hand ovate ; the surfeuse of the right 
with irregular depressions; the margins strongly serrate- 
denticulate. The second and third pairs of legs are slightly 
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compressed, the fourth joint spinous on the upper edge; 
the terminal joint hairy, spinous beneath. 

The whole of the legs with numerous small reddish 
brown spots. 

This curious species differs obviously from every other 
inhabiting our coasts. I discovered it amongst some 
small Pctgwri^ which I received through the kindness of 
Mr. Corks, of Falmouth, and which consisted of no less 
than four species, all obtained by him on that coast. The 
other species with which it was associated, were P. Bern- 
harduB^ Prideausoii^ and lavis. Of the present new one 
there was but a single spechnen. 

I have named this species after my distinguished friend 
and colleague. Professor Edward Forbes, to whom I am 
indebted for several interesting additions to the objects of 
this work. 
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GENUS PORCELLANA, Lam. 

Cancsiu Lin. Heriwt. Pennant. 

PoRCBLLANA. IiMnirlf, Efdwaidi. 

PoRCBLLANA PuuDiA. Lench, DesnarMt. 

Getieric CharaeUr, — External antennce inserted at the outer 
Bide of the eyes; the basal portion fonned of three joints, of which 
the second is the laigest and the longest ; the terminal portion very 
long, setaceous. Internal antennoe concealed beneath the front, 
very small. External pedipalps greatly developed ; the second 
joint very laige, rounded, with a single tooth on the outer anterior 
angle ; the third joint much smaller, irregularly trigonal, and with 
the remaining joints fringed with long luur at the edges. Anterior 
feet very large, and more or less flattened ; the arm very short ; 
the wrist long and dilated on the upper and inner edge, so as to 
form a hollow space, in which the hand lies when retracted ; the 
hand narrow at its base, becoming very broad forwards i the 
Angers strong and scarcely toothed. Second, third, and fourth 
pairs otfeet ambulatory, nearly cylindrical ; fifth pur very small, 
didactyle, and doubled together at the latero-posterior angle of the 
carapace. Carapace suborbicular, depressed. Eyes small, lodged 
in an orbits the parieties of which are imperfect, excepting above. 
Abdomen very large, much developed, nearly as long as the cara- 
pace, ordinarily closed against the sternum, composed of seven 
distinct segments, and terminating in a broad ^-like tail, formed, 
as in the Macboura, of the terminal segment of the abdomen and 
the appendices of the penultimate* 

In this genus we find a marked approach to the Ma- 
crourous group in the development of the pedipaJps and 
of the tail, as well as in several other less obvious charac- 
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ten. The lonn of the carapace, however, recalls that 
of the tme brachtura. 

After a very careAil consideration, I cannot place the 
^nna ^gUa in a diiferent &mily from GcUatltea, nor the 
present genus from ^glea ; I have therefore thought it 
necessary to form one large family of the two tamilies 
PorcellanUns and Galalheides of Edwrada. They differ 
in few important particulars, excepting in the comparative 
development of the abdomen, and a corresponding differ- 
ence in their natatory powers ; and the general form is BO 
nmilar when the abdomen of the present genus is displayed, 
as to show to the most casual observer how near is the 
affinity. 




praCELLANADA. 

POnOELLANlDJE. 




HAIRY PORCELAIN CEAB. 

Porcellana plat^ehdet. 

Sprdfic Canroffcr.— Front with thne flattenod truDgoIar teeth, the middle one 
the loogtat, uid (light); grooTed ; hand* Tecy luge, haiiy on the aaUa edge ; 
fingen trUnguhv ; wriit with a denUcolated lobe at the baae. 

Oamcer platfelidet, P»NN*NT, Brit. Zool. (810.) IV. t. It. £ 2, p. 9. Hmrbst. 

t.ii.t6. 
PorctUana „ L«H. Anim. niu. Veil. v. p. 2S0. 

LlACH, Diet. dea. Sc. Nat. iniL p. £5. 

Edw. Hilt. Nat. de*. Cnut. ii. p. SS6. 

The carapace in this species is rather longer than 
broad, the front triiid, the middle lobe or tooth rather 
lon^r than the others, and having a slight median groove ; 
the sur&ce of the carapace polished, in young specimens 
covered with short hair, which is longer at the marg^, 
where it is permanent ; a considerable depression behind 
the genital region of the carapace ; the orbits much arched 
above. The external antennse mach longer than the cars- 
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pace. The anterior legs are large, flattened above ; the wrist 
quadrilateral, the sides nearly paraUel, rather longer than 
broad, rounded beneath, Aimished on the inner marj^ near 
the base with a triangular lobe or tooth, which is slightly 
denticulated ; the hand flattened abore, the palmar portion 
triangular, furnished on the outer side with long close 
hairs; the fingers triangular, slightly incurved, meeting 
only at the tips, the moveable one deeply grooved through 
its whole length, the inner edges slightly granulated. The 
second to the fourth pairs of feet, compressed at the sides, 
rounded beneath, hairy ; the terminal joint very short. Ab- 
domen with the centre slightly raised. 

Colour reddish-brown, paler and yellowish beneath ; the 
hairs brown. 

Ordinary length of the carapace half an inch ; length 
of the anterior pair of legs one inch and three-tenths. 

The distribution of this species is extensive, and in some 
localities it is also very numerous. I have received speci- 
mens from various parts of our coast, from the Orkneys to 
the Land's End. It is found also on several parts of the 
Irish coast ; and it is plentiful on the coast of France, and 
in the Mediterranean. Some of the largest and finest that 
have come under my observation, were sent me by Dr. 
Dugnid from Kirkwall in Orkney. It is a littoral species, 
being generally found under stones at low water. It bites 
severely, as Dr. Duguid remarks ; and if seized by its 
claws, has the power of throwing them off instantly to faci- 
litate its escape. 

This is a further example of the favourable influence of a 
northern climate on the growth and development of parti- 
cular animals, the specimens which are ordinarily taken 
on the northern part of our coast, and especially those 
which I received from Orkney, being much finer than those 
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which I have obtained from the Mediterranean. A siini- 
lar observation haa already been made respectbg Pisa 
ietraodon^ and I have noticed the same difference in seyeral 
other species. I have, however, lately received a very 
hirge specimen from the coast of Cornwall, through the 
kindness of Mr. Corks of Falmouth. 
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DECAPODA. PORCELLANADJE. 

ANOMOURA 




MINUTE PORCELAIN CRAB. 
ParceUofki longtcomis, 

Spedjio Character, — Front three-bbed, the middle lobe with a deep groove ; 
hands nneqnal, long, narrow, and oonvex. 



Camegr loi^ieormt^ Penn. Brit. Zool. iT. Hbbbst, II. t. zlvii. f. 3. 

Pimdia Limmgama^ Lbach, Diet, des Sc Nat. XVIII. p. 54. 

Poredkma Leaekuy Gray, ZooL Miacell. 

Edw. Hilt. Nat Crust. II. p. 257. 



The carapace is nearly circular, convex, nearly smooth, 
with a distinct thin lateral margin ; the front with three 
lobes, the middle one so deeply grooved as to appear bifid ; 
there are a few obsolete lateral striae over the branchial 
regions. The external antennae very long and slender; 
the internal of moderate length. The anterior pair of legs 
very nneqnal, the larger being, in many cases, half as long 
again, and nearly twice as broad, as the smaller one : in the 
former, the arm is very short, the wrist large and quadrate, 
the sides being parallel ; the hand is convex, very slightly 

o 
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and obtoBely carinated ; the fingers, in the adalt, touching 
only at the extremity, slightly tortuous ; the smaller hand 
differs from the larger in being much more strongly cari- 
nated and grooved ; the fingers are hairy on the inner edge, 
and the immovable one bifid at the extremity. The re* 
maining feet are slender, and scarcely hairy at any period. 
The abdomen is broad, smooth, and without hair. 

The colour of the carapace varies very much ; it is gene- 
rally pale red, frequently with irregular markings of dark 
reddish brown, in other specimens of bright red. 

The ordinary length of the carapace is firom two lines to 
two and a half. 

This is a very pretty and a very common species. It is 
found under stones a little beyond low-water mark, and is 
very often brought up in great numbers with the oyster 
dredge. 

I believe that the Cancer longieamia of Pennant, C 
hexapuB of Herbst, Pisidia Linnaana of Leach, P. lonffiear^ 
nis of the same author, ParcMana LeaeMi of Gray, and P. 
acanthochelea of Couch, are one and the same species, vary- 
ing only according to age and sex. 
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ANOMOURA. 



GENUS GALATHEA. Fabr. 

Cakcsr, Linn. Degeer. HerbsU 

AsTACUS, Pennant. 

Galathsa, Fabr. Latr. Leach, Edwards. 

Generic character, — Antennae inBerted on the same transverse 
line. External antenna longer than the body, the three basal 
segments thick^ the second not longer than it is broad ; the terminal 
filament long and slender. Internal antennce inserted beneath the 
eyeHBtalksy the pedmicle elongate ; the last segment acute, multi- 
articulate, ciliated beneath. External pedipalpe with the last two 
articulations neither dilated nor foliaceous. Anterior feet equals 
or nearly so, thicker than the others, the claw well-formed; 
secondj third, and fotirth pairs oi feet simple, alike in form, with 
acute nails; fifth pair spurious, very slender, doubled above the 
others within the branchial cavity, terminating in a rudimentary 
hand. Carapace depressed, rather longer than broad, terminating 
anteriorly in a sharp, more or less prominent, triangular rostrum, 
which covers the base of the eye-stalks. Eyee lai^ and bent 
downwards. Abdomen longer and nearly as broad as the thorax, 
fix-jointed ; all of the joints without spines on the anterior mar- 
g^, and terminating in a broad fan-Uke taiL 

The species of which this genus is composed, are few in 
number, although it is probable that some have been con- 
founded which are in reality distinct. The genus as it has 
hitherto stood, according to Edwards and other late 
writers, is composed of the genera Galathea and Munida of 
Leach ; I have, however, on what appears to me to be 

sufficient grounds, restored Leach''s genus Munida ; which 

o 2 
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now consists of Gahikea^ ngosa of Fahricius, and a new 
species obtained by Mr. Darwin, and through his kindness, 
in my possession. 

The reasons which have induced me to consider, with 
Dr. Leach, that the forms which constitute the two fiimi- 
lies Porcellaniens and Galaiheides of Edwards, are properly 
one group, have been ah'eady stated. Dr. Leach oonm- 
dered Galathea as the typical form of the fiunily, as we 
may conclude from his giving to it the name of Gala- 
THBADis. I, however, cannot but think that Paredlana 
is the typical form, and that Galathea^ with Munidci^ 
jEglea^ and Grimotea are aberrant, passing off towards the 
Macrourous type ; although I cannot agree with Edwards 
in considering these latter as true Macroura. 



SCALT QALATHZA. 



POSCEILANADjB. 




SCALY GALATHEA. 
Oalathea tquami/era. Lkach. 

j^atfAc daraeltr. — ReMnim ibDrt, with one cantnl qiinci ind fmr on «Kh 
Bde, th« hinder one the mulleft ; antcrioi feet broad, flktieiwd, oonred with 
•qnunifonn tobenle* ; the hradi etUmtUs, uid the wriMa and unu ialernillT 
^iuoiu. Third joint ef the eitenul pedipalpt lotiger than the eecMid. 
Caaetr (attaaa) iqmmifir, HoifTAOtr. 

GWotlea mfuami^nt, LucH, Edinb. Eneyd. VII. p. 393. Diet, 

del 8e, Nat. XVIII. p. 51. Halae. Poduph. 
Brit. LxiTiii. A.— Edit. UUt. Nat. CniM. 
11. p. 275. 
Coticu, Corn. Faim. p. 77. 
Thokf*. CnuL Inl. Lap. 106. 

Tbb carapace, exclnBive of the rostnun, is a little longer 
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than it is broad, the lateral margins with strong acate 
spiDes directed forwards ; the rostrum short, broad, trian- 
gular, terminating in a strong acute spine, and with four 
others on each side, of which the posterior is the smallest. 
The first joint of the internal antenna short, and enlarged 
on the outer side, strongly spined anteriorly ; extemid an- 
tennae as long as the whole of the body from the rostnun to 
the tail. External pedipalps longer than the rostrum, the 
third joint longer than the second; the latter trigonous 
with a regular row of small teeth on the inner edge ; the 
former with a few spines on the outer margin. Anterior 
feet broad, flattened, the arm and wrist strongly spined on 
the inner edge, without spines on the outer ; the hand with 
smaller spines on the outer edge, none on the inner ; the 
surface covered with small scale-like tubercles. The se- 
cond, third, and fourth pairs of legs with a row of small 
regular spines on the anterior margin. 

The general colour of this species is a greenish brown ; 
but some which I procured at Bognor were tinged with 
red. 

Length of the body from the rostrum to the end of the 
tail, three inches ; such was the length of some of the speci- 
mens which I obtained on the Sussex coast, but ordinarily 
it is much smaller. 

The first distinct account of this species appears to be 
that of Montagu, which Leach quotes from his MSS. It 
is, however, a common species all along the southern and 
western coast. I have specimens from Cornwall, Devon- 
shire, Dorsetshire, and Sussex. The largest I have seen 
were procured by myself at Bognor, where they are often 
taken in considerable numbers in prawn and lobster pots. 
It is recorded as the most common Irish species, by Mr. 
Thompson, who observes that it is found on all the coasts 
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of Ireland. It appears to be pretty mnch a littoral species, 
OGcnrriiigf, according to botli Dr. Leach and Mr. Conch, 
under stones at low tide. I have, however, taken it by the 
dredge in Swauage Bay, Dorsetshire, and in lobster-pots at 
Bognor, and Mr. Thompson mentions its being dredged by 
him in Irehind. This would Iiitimate that they resort to 
deeper water occasionally, and Dr. Leach particnlarly men- 
tions that such is the case when they are yonng. Those, 
however, which I procured iu lobster-pota on the coast of 
Sussex were adult and remarkably large. 

The vignette below is from a picture by Grome of Nor- 
wich, in the possession of Walter Buchanan, Esq. 




POBOKLL&HAD*. 



POaCBlLANADX. 




SPINOUS GALATHEA. 

GalaiiM ttriffofa. Fabr. 

l^iteifit cloraeter. — RMtnnn ihortjiiritli oneomtnl ipinc, and thne on each 
•ide ; Ulterior feet brmd, Tsry ■piDuni on both nnigiiu ; Mmmly langer than 
ths bodiea ; eilemal pedipalpi with tha •econd joint longra tlun the third. 

Oamxr ttrisotat, LmN. Syit. Nat. XII. 105S. Hikbbt, II. p.&0, L zxri. 
AMaciu „ PiNN. BriL ZooL IV. p. 34, t. it. 

OalaOtatTigoii, Fabh. SnppL 414. LiTK. Oen. Cnut. at Ina. I. p. 49^ 
Luca, Edio. Encjc VII. p. 398. Edw. KbL Rial. 
Cruat. II. p. 273. 
„ ipiaigtTa, LiACH, MbIh. Pod. Brit. xiTiii.— B. 

This beaatiiiil species resetnbleB the former, G. tqaami' 
fera, in it8 general aspect, but may be distinguished from it 
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at the first glance when adult, by the size and arrange- 
ment of the spines on the anterior feet ; and on a more 
careful exammation it may be distinguished from it at all 
ages, by the relative length of the second and third joints 
of the external pedipalps ; in the present species the former, 
and in G. squamifera the latter, being the longer. The 
carapace is of nearly the same proportions ; the rostrum 
has seven spines, three on each side of the central one, 
receding from it backwards and outwards. The lateral 
margin armed with strong spines. The external antennae, 
with the anterior extremity of the first joint Aimished with 
three long spines; a large spine above the auditory tu^ 
berde. External pedipalps short, scarcely extending beyond 
the rostrum when stretched out ; the second joint much 
longer than the third. Anterior feet of moderate length, 
not much exceeding that of the whole body from the 
rostrum to the tail ; depressed, and very spinous on all 
sides, excepting the outer margin of the arm. Second^ 
third, and fourth pairs of feet, also ftirnished with several 
strong spines. Abdomen with the second and third seg- 
ment unarmed. Terminal segment (the central part of the 
tail) much smaller at the extremity than at the base. 

Colour reddish, with some blue transverse lines and 
spots. 

Length four inches. 

I have thought right to follow Dr. Milne-Edwards in 
considering this species as identical with Linnaeus'^s Cancer 
iiriffomsy notwithstanding Leach'^s decided opinion to the 
contrary. It appears to me that the description of that 
species, as given by Linnseus, agrees perfectly well with 
our specimens of Leach'^s G. spinipera. 

It is found in nearly similar localities with the former, but 
is certainly occasionally met with in deeper water. For 
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the following inieiesting accoimt of its habits, and of the 
earliest stage of its existence, as well as for the drawing of 
that stage of its growth firom which the yignette is taken, 
I am indebted to my kind friend, Mr. Richard Q. Conch 
of Penzance, whose investigations in this and many other 
sabjects of Natural History are well known. ^^ This is a 
common species thronghont the whole of the south coast of 
Cornwall, and I have also fonnd it on onr northern shores. 
It frequents pools between tide-marks, where there are 
loose stones and sand. It is, generally speakin^y very 
slow in its motions, though it will frequently move with 
very great activity, especially when alarmed. From the 
great length of its first pair of legs, its motions are always 
retrograde. In walking its pace is tardy ; but in swim- 
ming it darts fit)m spot to spot with the rapidity of an 
arrow. It is never seen in any exposed part of the pool, 
but always seeks the shelter of stones, or some hole in 
the rock, so that it can retire on the least alarm. It is 
very remarkable to witness the accuracy with which they 
will dart backward, for several feet, into a hole very little 
larger than themselves ; this I have often seen them do, 
and always with precision. They are laden with ova 
through the latter part of April and May, and the quantity 
they produce seems to be between that of the long and the 
short-tailed species. The GuUUhecB are very tender, and 
require great care in confinement; they soon die, and 
hence it is not easy to rear the young. I have on many 
occasions hatched a very numerous family, but, like those 
now before me, they soon die. I can only, therefore, offer 
a description of them as they escape from the ovum.* As 
they lie in ova, the tail is bent over the thorax, and the 
termination rests on the space between the eyes. The tail 

* See the figures in the next page. 
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is about as long as the body, slender, and composed of 
seven annnlations ; it tenninates in two diverging plates. 
The last two annnlations are of eqnal size and seem almost 
blended in one. The terminal plates are armed posteriorly 
with six bristles in each ; the external ones are short, stoat, 
and pointed, the others are long and slender. The cara- 
pace is rounded and indented anteriorly, and the eyes are 
large, sessile, and placed on a festoon of the shield. The 
antenna are short, terminating in a tuft of bristles. The 
first pair of natatory claws are three-pointed, and, besides 
terminating in a tuft of setae, are armed also along their 
anterior and posterior margins. The posterior claws are 
in three pairs, the anterior two of which are bifid ; the 
third or posterior are small, situated at the posterior mar- 
gin of the shield.*" 




204 POMKLLiUTADJi. 

DBCAPODA. PORCELLANADM. 




EMBLETOPrS GALATHEA. 
Galatkea nmhi. EHBLrroK. 

.^mfc ntorwtn'.— Muidi hairy, vithonl qdnei ; extmial pedipalpa with tb* 
■romd joint fcmgsr than tlie third. 



The characters of thia species approach nearly to those 
of the two former species, and in some respects are inter- 
mediate between them. The principal characters which 
distinffuish it Irom those spedes, are in the armature of 



the hands, and the relati 
joints of the external pedi 
mifffra in the absence of spi 



ire proportion of the difierent 
ipalps. Agreeing with G. gqua- 
ines in the hand, being, in fact, 
more free from them than that species, and thus more 
cspociolly difiering from G. itriffota, it agrees with the 
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latter in the comparative length of the joints of the ex- 
ternal pedipalpo or foot-jaws, of which the second joint is 
longer than the third ; the spines of the rostrom are more 
flattened than in the other species. Mr. Emhleton states 
that the ^' ligament of the shell ^ differs in colour in the 
three species, being bright blue in G. strigosa^ brown in G, 
nexa^ and blackish in G, squamifera. 

There can be no doubt of the distinctness of this species. 
The characters above named are very constant, and the 
habitat is essentially different. It is also by for smaller 
than either of the others, as I have seen many now from 
various localities, none of them exceeding that figured by 
Mr. Embleton, and most of them much smaller. I have 
one specimen, with spawn, of which the thorax and 
abdomen together are not more than an inch in length. 

It is doubtless a deep sea species. Mr. Thompson'^s 
specimens which I have before me, were obtained " from 
the stomachs of cod-fish brought from the coast of Down 
and Antrim to the Bel&st market ; and in Dr. Drum- 
mond'^s collection are specimens which were similarly pro- 
cured.*** I have several specimens which were taken by 
Mr. McAndrew in dredging in Loch Fyne at a depth of 
from twenty to seventy fathoms, and by that gentleman 
and Professor Edward Forbes at Zetland. 
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GENUS MUNIDA. Leach. 

AtTACOfl. Pennsst. 

Oalathba. Fafar. Latr. Iifcti, Edwirds. 

MoNiOA. Leach, Demar. 

Generic Charader, — External afUentuB with the seeond and 
third joints equal, hasal joint very large ; the tenninal filam^it 
long and slender. Internal antenna inserted beneath the eye* 
stalkSy nearly contiguous. Anterior feet long, slender, and some- 
what filiform, spinous within and on the upper surfiice. Carapace 
longer than it is broad, spinous at the maipns; the xostrum, 
forming a long, slender, acute spine, with two smaller ones abore 
its base, each immediately above the inner angle of the orbit, and 
a small spine behind each of these. Abdomen strongly furrowed 
transrersely, with two or more of the segments furnished with 
small spines on the anterior maigin ; terminal joint (or central 
portion of the tail) nearly as broad at its extremity as at its 
base. 

This genus was founded by Leach for the OalatAea 
rugoea of Fabricins, and, as it appears, upon sufficient 
grounds. The general habit of the animal, the form of its 
rostrum, and the length and slendemess of the hands, with 
other characters, appeared to point out a very marked dis- 
tinction between this and all other species of Galathea of 
Fabricius. 

It, however, appears that no subsequent author followed 
Leach in considering the generic distinction satisfactory 
excepting Desmarcst, who, however, merely followed Leach 
on this and other occasions. My own impressions, however, 
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in &Toi]r of the generic separatioo of this form, have re- 
ceived an interesting confirmation, in the existence of a 
new and elegant epeciee which I find among the fine col- 
lection of CinBtacea procured by my friend Mr. Darwin. 
It possesses all the characters which 1 have recorded above 
BB ^neric, and in all of which onr own species agrees, 
ivhilst the specific distinctions are striking and obvious. I 
have, therefore, thongbt it right to restore Leach's name 
]ifunida to the genns, which now consists of two very 
distiuct species. 

The vignette, by Mr. 0. C. Pyne, represents part of 
the coast between Hastings and Winehelsea. 




PORCEUUNADJL 




LONG-ARMED MUNIDA. 
MtMxda Rondeletii. mihi. 

^rafie elutratltT. — ADteiior Ifgi mon thui twice uIodr M the body; MCmd 
ukd [bird Kgnnnti of the ■bdomn, the tocmer with lii, the Utter with bar 
null tpata on the Ulterior nai^ ; the other •egmeatt without (pjiwi. 
Ailaau naifffitm, PniN. Bht ZooL it. L liii 

OUDS- BamfficMt, HlKBST, 11. t. uriL C 3. 

CaiaOia ngoia, Fab>. Sappl. 415. Z LaTK. Hill. Nat. Cnut- 

Ac VI. p. 19S. Lbacs, Midac. Pod. Beit. t. 
vox. Edw. Hilt. Nat. Cnut. II. p. 274. 
„ Baaiffia LucH, Edinb. End. VII. p. S98. 

iWancto n^Mo, LucH, Diet, dee Sc Nat XVIII. p. SS. 

Thk carapace is slightly elliptical, transversely rugose, 
spinous on the lateral marginB ; the roBtrum formed of a 



I 
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long stjliform spine, nearly half the length of the carapace; 
at the base of the spine, and above it, immediately over the 
inner angle of the orbit, are two smaller spines, one on each 
side, standing directly forwards, and behind each of these 
another still smaller. The anterior pair of feet very long, 
being nearly four times the length of the cephalo-thorax, 
of nearly the same size throughout their length ; the arms 
nearly three times as long as the wrist, and, as well as the 
wrist, armed with a series of spines on the upper and on the 
inner surface ; the hand enlarges towards the extremity ; 
the fingers are very slender, and longer than the hand. 
The remaining legs are long, slender, and cylindrical. The 
whole covered with close, very short hairs. The abdomen 
is very convex, the second segment Aimished with six, and 
the third with four small sharp spines. 

The general colour is dull redctish yellow, with redder 
markings. 

Length of the whole animal, from the rostrum to the tail 
inclusive, three inches ; length of the anterior legs, nearly 
six inches. 

This remarkable species appears to be far from common 
on our coasts, although it is probably more numerous than 
has been supposed, from its frequenting deep water. It was 
found in Plymouth Sound by Mr. Prideaux ; I have re- 
ceived it from Falmouth, through the kindness of Mr. 
Cocks ; but it is not included in the Cornish Fauna by 
Mr. Couch. I have it also from Zetland, where it was 
taken by dredging by Mr. McAndrew and Professor E. 
Forbes ; Pennant received it from Bamffshire, and hence 
named it Astactu Bamffiiia. Mr. Thompson, in recording 
its repeated occurrence on the coast of Ireland, establishes 
its habitat in deep water by stating several instances of its 
being found in the stomach of the cod ; and still more re- 
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markably, by the foct of its having beeu " dredged alive m 
water from one hundred anil ten to one handred and 
forty fathoms id depth, off the Mull of Galloway." These 
were all of them very small apecimens. It is, in fact, an 
inhabitant of deeper water than any other of the family, 
not excluding Galathea nexa. 

I have taken upon me, in restoring the genua to which 
this species belongs, to change the specific name. The dis- 
oovery of a second species, as before mentioned, has ren- 
dered this necessary, as the latter is for more nigoug in 
every part than the present species ; and I have ventured 
to name it in honour of its first describer. 




DEO APOD A, PALINVRIDJE, 

MACROURA. 



GENUS PALINURUS. Fabr. 

Cancbr, (Afltacua). Penn. 

Palinurus. Fabr. Latr. Lam. Leach, Edw. 

Generic ekaracter, — External antenna very thick and long ; 
basal joint yery laige, and united with its fellow in front of the 
mouthy forming a broad epistome ; the three following joints very 
large and spinous ; the sets but little flexible, composed of nume- 
rous short articulations. Internal antenna long, the basal portion 
consisting of three long cylindrical articulations^ terminated by 
two short multi-articulate setae. External foat-jawa pediform. 
Feet wholly monodactyle. The first pair thicker and shorter 
than the others, with a spine at the termination of the penulti- 
mate joints constituting the rudiment of a thumb. Carapace sub- 
cylindrical, with a strongly marked furrow separating the gastric 
from the cardiac and branchial regions ; its anterior margin armed 
with two yeiy strong curved spines, standing forwards over the 
eyes and the base of the antennae. Abdomen veiy much de- 
veloped, being thick and long : the first segment without appen- 
dages ; the four following furnished with false feet, single in the 
male, double and hairy in the female. Tail very broad ; the base 
only of each portion being crustaceous, the remaining portion 
membranaceous. 

This genus comprises several large esculent species, one 

only of which is an inhabitant of our coasts. They are 

found principally on rocky shores, and are very widely 

extended. It would appear that they were well known 

to the ancients, and esteemed as food; and there is no 

p 2 
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doubt that the Palinnnis was the Kopa^ot of Aristotle, 
and the Loeiuta of Latin authors ; the latter name bebg 
taken up by Belon, Bondeletius, and other writers of the 
earlier period of the reviral of science. 

TfaJB geaaa is the sole generic representative of the fiumly. 
The characters are, hovever, so important and so strongly 
marked, as absolutely to require this distinctioo. 

The vignette is a view on the Thames at Chelsea, by 
Mr. 0. 0. Pyne. 
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PAUSURIDM. 




COMMON SPINY LOBSTER. 
PaUnwrat vtUgarit. Latr. 

SpeeifiB Ciamter. — I^lenl ipisM of Ifaa rottmm tbtj luge, ttiuigukr, 
mootli ■bore, itnmglf denlat« <id the uilenoi mugin ; a itmig spine at tlu 
Bntcciot margin of the ctiapat beneath the orbit. 

Camxr (Ataau) Homant, Pbnn. Brit. Zoo). IV. I. li I 32, p. 16. 
PaUmunu gwadrieornit, Fabr. SnppL 40]. — LlTB. Hilt, del Cnut. VI. 

t. lii. fig. 3, p. IBS. 
„ Homam, Luca, Edinb. Encyc. VII. p. 397. Tisd*. 

Lin- Soe. XI. p. 339. 
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Palimmrus vmUfari$, Latr. Ann. da Mut. III. p. 391. Regn. Anim. 

Cut. IV. p. 8.— Lkach, MaL Pod. Brit. t. 
xxz.— Edw. HittNat Cnut. II. p. 292. 

The carapace is entirely covered with spines of various 
size ; the sulcus separating the gastric and hepatic regions 
irom the posterior portion is deep and smooth ; the 
central rostral tooth triangular : the lateral spines, which 
cover and protect the eyes, are broad, triangular, the 
point sharp, the anterior edge fiirnished with a few strong 
teeth ; at the base of each is a strong spine : on the 
anterior margin of the carapace, below the orbit, is a 
very strong triangular spine, standing forwards. The 
eyes are large, globose, with a contraction immediately 
behind them; and the peduncle is long, exposed, and 
moveable. The external antennse are extremely long; 
the peduncle very thick and strongly spinous; the basal 
joint of each meets its fellow beneath, forming a broad, 
smooth epistome, toothed at the anterior margin, its 
centre tooth much larger than the others, — at the base 
of this joint is placed the organ of hearing, in a tuber- 
cle raised above the surface ; the remaining joints very 
moveable, nearly cylindrical, with strong spines on the 
upper and lower sides ; the setaceous portion very long, 
composed of numerous short rings, which are closely 
united for the first half of its length. The internal 
antennse are long, the peduncle cylindrical, the second 
joint nearly as long as the two succeeding ones ; the 
setae very short, and composed of several rings. The 
external pedipalps are pediform, the joints with short 
spines, and tufts of short stiff hairs. The first pair of 
feet robust in the male, smaller in the female, in both 
shorter than the others, monodactyle, but the penul- 
timate joint or hand has a strong spine on the inner 
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edde, which forms a rudimentary thumb ; there are strong 
spines on the outer margin of the other joints ; the remain- 
ing pairs are strictly monodactyle and without spines; 
the last joint furnished with tufts of hairs. The sternum 
is covered with tubercles. The abdomen is nearly cy- 
lindrical, the segments smooth, terminating at the sides 
in a strong, flattened, triangular tooth : the first segment 
is without the usual appendages or false feet ; those of the 
second, third, fourth, and fifth are simple, oval, and some- 
what fleshy in the male; in the female they are double 
and foliaceous; those of the sixth joint form, as usual, 
the lateral laminae of the tail, which are partially covered 
with short spines, and are crustaceous only at the outer 
part of the base. The central lamina or terminal segment 
of the abdomen is also membranaceous at the anterior 
part, but the whole surface is covered with numerous 
stronger spines. 

The length of the body^ from the front of the carapace 
to the end of the tail, is eighteen inches. 

The general colour is purplish brown, with irregular 
dull white spots; the legs reddish white, with reddish 
brown irregular longitudinal bands. 

This fine species is an inhabitant of our western coasts, 
where it occurs in great numbers, and from whence it 
is brought in considerable quantities to the London 
market. It is much esteemed as an article of food, al- 
though certainly of inferior flavour to the lobster. It is 
but sparingly found in the north, whether of England or 
Ireland, but is equally common on the southern coasts of 
both. It inhabits the borders of rocks, where it is often 
taken in crab-pots. 

Its usual length is about a foot, but it sometimes 
reaches eighteen inches. I have taken the foregoing 
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descriptioD from a fine male q>ecimen of the latter ate, 
vhich weighs abont five poimda ; aod I cannot bat think 
that Dr. Milne-Edwards is greatly mistaken in attribating 
to individuals of that nze a weight of from twelve to 
fifteen pounds. 

The vignette is from a sketch hj Mr. Coke Smith, and 
represents St. Michael's Mount. 
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DECAPOD A. THALASSINADJE^ 

MACROURA. 



GENUS OALLIANASSA. Leach. 

Cancbr (Ajtacni). Montagu. 
Callianama. Leaeh, Edwardi. 

Generic Character^ — AfUenwe mserted in nearly the same ho- 
rizontal line. External antenmB with an elongated peduncle, 
and without any moyeable scale at the base. Internal antenna 
with an elongate, rather thick, cylindrical peduncle, terminating 
in two setae scarcely longer than the peduncle itself. External 
pedipalpB with the second and third joints yery broad, consti- 
tuting when in contact a broad oval disk, and terminating in a 
small seta formed of the last three joints: there is no palp. 
Anterior feet very unequal, one, generally the right, being ex- 
tremely lazge ; the first three joints of moderate size ; the arm 
furnished with a strong, hooked process on its outer maigin ; the 
wrist and hand enormously developed, the former attached to 
the arm by a narrow neck ; these two joints are of nearly the 
same dimensions, and united by a straight line: second pair 
small, didactyle; third pair monodactyle, the penultimate joint 
much dilated ; fourth pair simple ; fifth pair subdidactyle. Cara- 
pace small, without any rostrum. Abdomen very long : the first 
fiye segments broad; the sixth abruptly narrower; the seventh 
triangular. 

This genus may be considered as a fair type of the 
remarkable fiunily to which it belongs, and which con- 
stitutes the true fossorial group of the Maeroura. The 
whole of them burrow in the mud or sand, and remain 
generally concealed in these retreats. They are cha- 
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racterized by the semi-membranaceons texture of the 
external skeleton, by the remarkable length of the ab- 
domen, the compressed form of the carapace, the absence 
of any laminar appendage to the external antennae, and 
other striking characters. The family is divided into 
two distinct groups, according to the structure and situa- 
tion of the respiratory organs. All the British species 
belong to that division in which the branchi® are wholly 
contained within the usual branchial cavity under the 
margin and sides of the carapace, and which are with- 
out 9ny branchial appendages to the under surface of the 
abdomen. 

Of the genus Callianasm there is but one British 
species. 



CALLIAKAB8A BUBTEBRANBA. 



THALASSINADM. 




Callianatm subterranm. Leach. 



Caaeer (AHacai) nb^ramtut, Mont. Trani. Lin. Soc. IX. t. iii. f. 1,2, p. 89. 
Caaiauatianiitermma, Luch, Edinb. EncjrcL VII. p. 400.— Ed. 

TnDi. Lb. Soc. XI. p. 341.— MbIbc Brit. 

t. xiii— Edw. Hin. Nat. Crnat. II. p. 309. 

The carapace is much flattened at the tddes, ronoded 
above, very smooth ; the roatrnm minnte. The eyes 
very small. The external anteaase with a long peduncle : 
the terminal aiid antecedent joints nearly cylindrical ; the 
basal joint pyramidal. The intemiU antennae have the 
peduncle as long as the terminal portion, which is double. 
The external pedipalps are rather broad, pediform ; the 
terminal joint acute, curved. The first pair of feet very 
unequal : the larger, which is sometimes the left, some- 
times the ri^t, is very large, flattened, polished, ciliated 
on the edges; the arm is furnished, on the inner aide 
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near its origin, with a broad falciform process, the front 
of which is turned forwards; the wrist is quadrate, 
broader than it is long, connected with the arm by a 
narrow process, and with the hand by its entire breadth ; 
the hand, exclnsive of the fingers, is nearly equilateral, 
smooth, with a distinct margin at the outer side, the 
fingers meeting only at the point, the moveable one 
furnished with stiff hairs : the smaller anterior foot is 
very slender, the arm becoming somewhat larger at its 
junction with the wrist, which also enlarges towards 
the hand, each of these parts being longer than broad; 
the hand is small and smooth. The second pair of 
feet is didactyle, the pincers robust, and the fingers acute ; 
the third pair has the penultimate joint transversely oval 
and hairy ; the fourth and fifth pairs nearly filiform and 
simple. The abdomen is contracted at each extremity, 
smooth, rounded above, compressed at the sides, the 
second segment the longest, being as long as it is broad ; 
the terminal or caudal segment semi-oval. 

The colour of this species is a rather bright red when 
living, which colour it loses soon after death. 

Length, about two inches. 

The discovery of this remarkable species, which may be 
considered as the British type of the fossorial form of 
Crustacea, is due to Montagu who found it on the coast 
of Devon, where it appears to be not uncommon. It 
resides, as Leach states, in subterranean passages, similar 
to those formed by the Gebut. It has been found on the 
coast of France, and in the Mediterranean. Its claim to 
be considered as an Irish species is thus stated by Mr. 
Thompson : — *^ March 25th, 1839. On examining the 
contents of the stomach of several individuals of the 
PUUessa Pola^ which were taken off Newcastle (County 
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Down), two of the larger anne of this apedes, so peculiar 
in form, and still retaining their beautifiil pink colour, were 
detected."* 

The vignette below, by Mr. C. C. Pyne, is a view on 
the beach at Hastings. 
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GENUS GEBIA. Lbach. 

Canckr (Astaciu). Penn. 

OxBiA. Leach. 

Generic Character, — Antennce inserted in nearly the same ho- 
rizontal line : external very slender, without any vestige of a 
moveable scale at the base; the seta very long, its joints sub- 
elongate : internal very short, the double setas rather longer than 
the peduncle^ which is dilated on the outer side at the base. Ex^ 
temal pedipalps pediform, slender. First pair of feet somewhat 
robust, nearly equal, stnught, the arm becoming trigonous for- 
wards ; the wrist short, rounded ; the hand elongate, imperfectly 
cheliform; the moveable finger large, turning down to the im- 
moveable one, which is not half its length. The remuning pairs 
of feet slender, slightly compressed, monodactyle. Carapace 
narrowed anteriorly, terminating in a short triangular rostrum. 
Abdomen narrowed at each extremity, somewhat depressed. 

The two recorded British species of this genus so nearly 
resemble each other, that there is perhaps still some doubt 
whether they exhibit more than sexual distinctions. 



OEBIA BI'ELLATA. 



THALASSINADM. 




» ; lul with the eitarior 1>- 



II inbacmniDate ; huida with gianulated haii7 lines. 

Mont. Tnn>. Lin. Soc IX. t. iii. lig. 5, p. 99. 
LiicK, Edin. EncjcL XI. p. 400. Malat Bril. 
t, mi. f. I— a.— Enw. HJ«t. Nat. Cnut II. p. 



Thb carapace is close at the sides, the gaatric region 
hairy and sharply scabrous, eloDgate, triangnlar, and ter- 
minating in a small acnte rostmin. External antennce 
with the setffi about the length of the body. Anterior 
legs with the arm elongate, slightly curved, with a small 
tooth near the extremity ; wrist very little longer than 
it is broad, famished anteriorly with a sharp spine ; 
hand three times as long ns it is broad, with the move- 
able finger long and slender, extending iar beyond the 
immoveable one : the second, to the fifth pair of legs, gra- 
dually more slender. Abdomen contracted at its ex- 
tremities ; the sides, as well as the dorsal portion, crui^ 
taceons. The tail, with the central lamina, narrowed 
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and a little roanded forwards; the outer lamina rather 
longer than broad, the whole ciliated at the mar^n. 

Length, about an inch and a half. 

The discovery of this species, according to Leach, is due 
to Mr. Gibbs, who found it in the KingVBridge Estuary. 
Montagu says that it was taken with Oattianassa subterra- 
neaj in a sand-bank at that place ; and he supposes it 
to inhabit the burrows formed by the Solenes. It is, how- 
ever, not to be doubted that it forms its own burrows; 
and Leach states that ^* it has been taken on some of the 
shores of Plymouth Sound, under the mud of which it 
makes long winding horizontal passages, often of a hundred 
feet or more in length.**^ 

The burrowing of these fossorial species is a subject 
which deserves more attention than has hitherto been paid 
to it. The means by which it is effected are at present 
absolutely unknown; nor is it yet certain whether they 
ever avail themselves of the labours of other Animftla^ or 
whether the excavations in which they are found are 
wholly the work of their own hands. The account given 
above, from Dr. Leach, of the extent of these passages, 
appear at first scarcely credible, and may well chaUenge 
a thorough examination of these points in the economy of 
these curious animals. 

The difference of the depth which the various species of 
this fossorial &mily inhabit is very remarkable ; the pre- 
sent species, with CalUancusa $ubterranea^ being found in 
a sand-bank, when digging for SoleneSy'^ whilst Cahcalis 
Macandrew was dredged from the astonishing depth of 
one hundred and eighty fathoms. 
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THALASSINADX. 




^ee^ CSoraolar.— " Abdanwn, with the back, nbrncilibniiaewHU ; exterior 

lameUa of the tail with the *pei ilightljr roondHl md dilated ; the interior tmn- 
eatcd, deltoid ; the hondi fdniiihed with hairr line&" — Leach. 

aiaa Mtara, Lbach, HbLbc. Podolph. Brit. t. mi. lig. 9> 10.— Edw. 

Hi.t. NflL Cnut. !1. p. 3U, 

This species, if it be indeed distinct, differs from the 
former, G. steliata, in the following particulars : — The 
whole animal is very mnch larger, sometimes not less 
than twice the length, and more than proportionally wider. 
The carapace ia much broader, and more spreading at the 
sides. The legs are more robust ; the arm of the first pur 
not more than twice as long as it is broad, the wrist even 
shorter than broad, the hand thicker, and the fingers more 
nearly of equal [ength. The sets of the external an- 
teniue are shorter in proportion, being, according to Leach*s 
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fipire * not more than half the length of the body. The 
abdomen is broader, more spread, and much less firm in 
its text- re, the sides being almost membranaceous, and 
the abdominal felse feet larger and more yoluminous than 
in the other species. The different lamellae of the twl 
differ also in some particulars, the exterior being rather 
broader than it is long, and the middle one, or terminal 
segment of the abdomen, nearly quadrate.-|- In all other 
respects the two species very greatly resemble each 

other. 

Whether the distinctions above enumerated constitute 
anything more than sexual characters, I cannot at present 
determine, nor have I hitherto had access to a sufficient 
number of specimens to enable me to make a satis&ctory 
comparison ; but I confess I am very doubtful if it will 
not prove, upon iurther investigation, that the two British 
forms, and perhaps also G, littorcUU of Bisso, constitute 
but one species. The form and development of the abdo* 
men, and the great volume of the abdominal fsise feet 
in G, delturay are certainly very much like peculiarities 
belonging to the female sex, and calculated for the support 
and protection of the ova. " This species,'*' says Dr. 
Iieach, "lives with G. stellata^ with which it was con- 
founded until the distinctions were discovered by Mr. 
J. D. C. Sowerby.^' 

• In the only •pecimens I have wen, wliich are those in the British Museuin, 
tne antennae are somewhat injured. 

+ The term " deltoid " appears to he very much misplaced in describing this 
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MACBOURA. 



GENUS AXIUS. Leach. 

AxiUB. Leach, Desmar. Latr. Edw. 

Generic Character. — External antennce nearly as long as the 
body ; the peduncle furnished above with a small moveable spine. 
Internal antenna with two sets nearly as long as the carapace. 
External pedipalpB rather slender, pediform, the joints nearly of 
equal length. Anterior feet unequal, compressed, terminated by 
a perfect claw ; the second pair compressed, didactyle ; the re- 
maining pairs slender, compressed, simple, (the fifth pair the most 
slender and most compressed.) Carapace much compressed la- 
terally; the rostrum triangular. Abdomen compressed, rounded 
above ; the five intermediate joints of nearly equal length ; the 
caudal joint elongate-triangular. 

One species only of this genus is at present known. 
The genus is truly fossorial in its form, although in some 
respects approaching to the natatory groups of Pal^mo- 

IXlDMj ALPHiBADiB, &C. 
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dixa foda. thalassina dm. 




Axiut Stirynchas. 

Atita StiTfiiclaa, LiACH, Tnoa. Lin. Soc XI. p. 343. Mai. Brit. I. miii. 
— DnuiAB, Consider, hu let Croat, t. ixeti. fig. I, p. 
207.— QuxH. Icon. Cniit. t. iri[i. fig. fi.— Edw. Hiat. 

NnLCnut II. p. 311. 

The carapace in thia species is nearly Bemi-cyIiD<]rical, 
but somewhat compressed at the sides ; the gastric region 
punctate, scabrous ; the rostrum short, elongate-trian- 
gular, having a raised margin and a raised longitndinal 
median line. The first ahdominal ring very short, ftir- 
nished with a pair of rudimentary false feet ; those of the 
four succeeding rings are fully developed, natatory, com- 
posed of a short and thick peduncle, which bears at its 
extremity a smalt styliform appendage, and two large oval 
lamina, having the margins ciliated ; the terminal segment 
is elongate-triangular ; and the two pairs of lateral caudal 
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appendages are broad, rounded, and ciliated at the mar- 
gin. The first pair of legs are unequal, robust ; the arm 
thicker anteriorly, twice as long as it is broad ; the wrist 
broader than long, somewhat triangular ; the hand thick, 
with nearly parallel sides; the fingers short and strong, cili- 
ated with a few stiff hairs. The second pair of feet di- 
dactyle, rather small, compressed ; the arm as long as the 
wrist and hand ; the fingers weak ; the whole, particularly 
the arm, furnished with long hairs at the inner margin. 
Of the remaining feet, which are all simple, the third pair 
are the thickest, and the fifth the most slender. 

The following observations of the two sexes of this 
species are from Couches ^' Cornish Fauna :^ — '' The male 
of what I judge to be the same species differs from the 
female in the snout, which, in my specimen of the latter, 
was finely notched, and without the well-marked longitudinal 
ridge of the former. The outer antennae of the male are fiir- 
nished with a ridge of firm hair on their inward line, de- 
creasing towards the point, which the female is without ; 
and the former also has well-marked brushes near the 
lateral edges of the abdominal rings.^ 

Total length, three inches three lines. 

General colour, pale reddish-brown. 

This species, the largest of the family indigenous to this 
country, was first discovered by Dr. Leach " at Sidmouth, 
where it was taken amongst prawns on the shore. Mon- 
tagu afterwards procured, near Pljrmouth, another speci- 
men.'" I have received it from Cornwall, through the 
kindness of Mr. Couch, who is the only naturalist that 
has hitherto given any account of its habits. 

^^ This species, ^^ says Mr. Couch, '^ like those of the 
genus Callianassaj has the habit of burrowing in the sand, 
from which it rarely emerges, and then it seeks shelter in 
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a crevice covered with weeds, for it is alnggiBh in its mo- 
tions, and, if distant from a soft bottom in which to sink, 
incapable of escaping an enemy. A female that I ob- 
tained, loaded with spawn, was Aug out of the sand in 
the middle of snmmer.'' 

It is clear that the occurrence of Dr. Leaches specimen 
amongst prawns must have been purely accidental, as it is 
essentially a fossorial species, altbongfa, ae I before ob- 
served, offering some slight deviations from the typical 
■tmctnre of the group. 

I beliere it has not been found either in Scotland or 
Ireland. I have obtained it from the Mediterranean, 
and Dr. Milne- Edwards records its belag indigenous to the 
French coast. 

The subject of the vignette below is BarmouUi, North 
Wales, by Mr. C. 0. Pyne. 
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MACROURA, 



GENUS CALOOARIS. Mihi. 

Generic Character, — External antenna placed nearly on the 
same line with the internal ; the peduncle cylindrical : the penul- 
timate joint the longest ; a large triangular scale reaching to the 
end of the first joint. Internal antenms with two teim, more 
than half as long as the external; the peduncle cylindrical, with the 
joints of nearly equal length. External pedipalpe pedifbrm, elon- 
gate, with a long seta. First pair of feet somewhat unequal, 
yery long, compressed; the arm slender, twice as long as the 
wrist, which is very short, subtriangular, flattened, with the hand 
somewhat gibbous, as broad as it is long ; the fingers more than 
three times the length of the hand, slender, much flattened ; se- 
cond pair of feet didactyle, resembling the former, but much 
smaUer; third, fourth, and fifth pairs simple, long, and slender. 
Carapace very large, terminating in an acute triangular rostrum, 
firom which is continued, backwards and outwards, on each side, 
a raised line furnished with small acute spines. Eyes rudimentary, 
subglobose, without any pigment or comes. Abdomen long, com- 
pressed, enlarged at the middle segment, contracted at each ex- 
tremity ; the terminal joint, or central lamina of the tail, longer 
than broad, rounded. 

Of this interesting fossoiial form one species only is 
known, and it is now described for the first time. Al- 
though the stmcture of the feet in general, and especially 
of the anterior pair, together with the presence of a spinous 
scale on the outer side of the peduncle of the external 
antennse, and some other characters, exhibit an aberration 
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from the naual type of the tbsaorial family, yet its essential 
characters shew it to belong to that group. The mort 
remarkable pecoliarity, however, which it exhibits, is the 
absence of any colouring pigment and of comeee in the 
eyes, to which more particular reference will be made 
in the specific description. 
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THALASSINADJE. 




Calocaris Macandrea. Mihi. 

The crnet of this Bpecies is very thin, ite texture alight 
and flexible. The carapace is large, somewhat cylindrical, 
narrowed forwards, and terminating in an acnte triangular 
rostrum, from which a raised line passes backwards and 
outwards, furnished on each side with four sharp flattened 
teeth, and inclosing a triangular space over the gastric 
region. A small raised medial line extends along the 
whole length of the carapace. The anterior feet are 
two-thirds the length of the whole body ; the fingers very 
long, much compressed, and longitudinally grooved, fur- 
nished with a few small tubercles; the hand, which is 
gibbons, has a double carina on the upper side, which 
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terminate each in a small spine above the orgrin of the 
moveable finger. The second pair of feet is distinctly 
and evenly didactyle, resembling in general form the 
first pair, but very much smaller; and the remaining 
pairs are very slender, and monodactyle. The whole of the 
feet, as well as most of the limbs and other appendages, 
are hairy. The abdomen is shorter in proportion, and leas 
cylindrical, than in some other of the fossorial forms. 

The general colour is a delicate pink or pale rose, 
varying in depth in different parts ; but it soon becomes 
white after being placed in spirit. 

The total length is about two inches. 

Thi8 species constitutes one of the most singular and 
interesting additions which have, for a long time past, 
been made to our list of British Crustacea. Allied as it is 
in its essential characters to the TkalasHfiada in general, it 
exhibits some points of structure so abnormal, that at the 
first examination it would scarcely be recognized as belong* 
ing to that group. Instead of the thick and clumsy 
hands, the imperfect claws, and the short, solid form of 
the other limbs, which are exhibited in GMa and Cattich 
nassa^ we see in this species a remarkable degree of slender- 
ness in the limbs, and an almost normal structure of the 
hands, assimilating it in some degree to the ordinary 
Palamonida or Askieida. The absence of all colouring 
pigment, as well as of the comeae in the eyes is a very 
remarkable, and, as I believe, an unique instance in the 
whole of the higher forms of Crustacea. But it is ad- 
mirably in keeping with its habits, as will be presently 
seen. 

In a fine collection of Irish Crustacea, made by my friend 
Mr. W. Thompson, and obligingly lent to me by him 
some three years since, there occurred a pair of the 
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aDterior hands of some crustacean which was wholly un- 
known to me, and unlike every other form I had ever 
seen. The only note which I found appended to them 
intimated that they had been taken from the stomach of a 
flat-fish, a ground feeder therefore, and in deep water. In 
the course of last year (1845) I received from my friend 
Mr. M^ Andrew, amongst some other Crustacea dredged 
by him in Loch Fyne and the Mull of Galloway, speci- 
mens of the present species, an examination of which 
at once shewed me that the claws obtained by Mr. 
Thompson belonged to the same animal. Mr. M^Andrew 
and Professor Forbes have since again obtained it, and 
have completely established the remarkable fact, that it 
occasionally inhabits a depth of no less than one hundred 
and eighty fathoms, in which situation it is fossorial in 
sandy mud. Now it is clear that at such a depth, and 
of fossorial habits too, distinct vision would be useless and 
unavailing ; and this at once accounts for the rudimentary 
character of the eyes, which are entirely white, and 
exhibit the appearance shewn in the vignette. 

I have named it after my friend Mr. M^ Andrew, who 
first obtained it, and who has made so many important 
additions to our British Marine Fauna. 
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DECAPOD A, ASTAdDJE, 

MACROURA. 



GENUS ASTAOUS. Fabr. 

Canckr. Linn. 

Canckr (A8TACU&) Penn. 
AfiTAci'8. Fabr. liOtr. Leach, Edw. 

Generic Character. — External antennte inserted beneath, and 
external to the internal ; the peduncle thick ; the second and third 
joints subcylindrical, covered by a moveable scale, which is broad 
in the middle, narrowed at each extremity, and acuminate. In- 
ternal antennce with two short sets. External pedipalps with 
the second joint very broad and thick ; the terminal portion ra- 
ther thick and evenly curved. First pair of feet unequal, tu- 
mid ; the wrist short, rounded, and placed in the same line with 
the arm ; the hands only slightly tuberculated ; second and third 
pairs slender, filiform, didactyle; fourth and fifth pairs mono- 
dactyle* Carapace smooth, with a strong transverse furrow; 
the rostrum short, triangular, depressed, and with not more than 
one tooth on each side. Thorax with the last joint moveable. 
Abdomen very smooth; the terminal or caudal segment armed 
with a small tooth on each side, near the extremity, which is 
rounded. 

A FRESHWATER genus, vcry properly separated by Edwards 
from the lobsters. 
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COMMON RIVER CRAYFISH. 
Astaeut fluviatilit. Anct. 

j^njSe CTorot&r. — Roitrnin u long u the peduncle of the eiU 
with a ilight elcratioD along the middle, and a vb^ tooth on a 
one-third bma the extremilr. Cuapoce gmaolated. 



RoNDBL, Pail*. II. p. 10. 
Ailaao, (iaavKK, Aldrov. et aL ancb 

Cmcer AUatat, LiNN. Syit. Not. 11. p. 1051. 

AitaciuJIiniiatilit, Fabh. SnppL p. 406— Latk. Hilt. Nnt. CnuL V. p. 

23^ — LucB, Diet, de* c. Nat.— Edw. Uiit. dei 

Cnut II. p. 330. 

This, the only European species of tbe genus Astacua, 
maj be readily known from others by the characters above 
^ven ; although the general aspect of the whole of them is 
so similar, that they might at a cursory glance be readily 
confounded. 
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The carapace in the present spedes is granulated, the 
surface of the sides being scabrous and coarsely granulated. 
The rostnun is of moderate length, with a tooth on each 
side, about one-third from the apex : there is a slight ele- 
vation along the median line, and the margin is also 
distinctly raised. There is a smaU tooth on each side 
of the gastric region, near the base of the rostrum ; and 
a spine at the anterior part of the branchial. The anterior 
pair of legs are thick and rounded, covered with tubercles, 
which become slightly spinous in some parts ; the wiist 
denticulated on the inn^r margin ; the hand shorter than 
the fingers, slightly denticulated on the inner margin ; the 
fingers curved at the points, and strongly tuberculated 
on the inner edge. The second and third pairs of feet 
slender, didactyle ; the fourth and fifth monodactyle. The 
abdomen is very convex, and rounded above, each seg- 
ment terminating at the sides in a sharp triangular pro- 
cess. The terminal segment or central lamina of the 
tail, evenly rounded at the extremity ; the lateral laminse 
fan-shaped, the outer one slightly jointed about one-third 
from the extremity. 

General length, from three to four inches. 
Colour, a dull greenish gray. 

Few species are more abundantly diffused than this. It 
is found in almost all the rivers and larger streams, not 
only of this country, but throughout the greater part 
of Europe. It is not unfrequently brought to the London 
market as an article of food, but is not very highly 
esteemed. It has long possessed a considerable degree of 
interest, in consequence of the facilities which it affords 
for watching its habits, and continuously tracing its his- 
tory ; and it afforded to Beaumur the means of his very 
interesting and original investigation into the curious 
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subject of the moult of Crustacea; and to Bathke the 
subject of his observations on the growth and development 
of the embryo. The general facts thus observed, and their 
bearing upon the two interesting subjects to which thej 
refer, will be found treated of in the Introduction to this 
work. 

Their food consists of aquatic mollusca, the larvss of 
insects, and even of small fish; and they also do not 
refiise any dead animals which may lie within their reach 
in the water. They generally appear to require the 
continual renewal of the respiratory fluid ; and hence 
are generally found inhabiting running streams and 
rivers, in which they conceal themselves in holes in the 
banks. They change their crust annually, towards the 
end of spring, and, like all their congenors, they grow 
rapidly for a time after this change, and become fleshy 
and full. 

My friend, Mr. Ball of Dublin, has favoured me with 
the following amusing and graphic account of an indivi- 
dual of this species, which he kept in confinement : — '' I 
once had a domesticated cray-fish, Astcums flwoiatiUSy 
which I kept in a glass pan, in water not more than 
an inch and a half deep ; previous experiments having 
shewn that in deeper water, probably for want of sufii- 
cient aeration, this animal would not live long. By 
degrees my prisoner became very bold ; and when I held 
my fingers at the edge of the vessel, he assailed them 
with promptness and energy. About a year after I had 
him, I perceived, as I thought, a second cray-fish with him ; 
on examination, I found it to be his old coat, which he had 
left in a most perfect state. My friend had now lost his 
heroism, and fluttered about in the greatest agitation. 
He was quite soft ; and every time I entered the room, 
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during the next two day^ he exhibited the wildest 
terror. On the third he appeared to gain confidence, 
and ventured to use his nippers, though with some timi- 
dity ; and he was not yet quite so hard as he had been. 
In about a week, however, he became bolder than ever ; 
his weapons were sharper, and he appeared stronger, and 
a nip from him was no joke ! He lived in all about two 
years, during which time his food was a very few worms, at 
very uncertain times; perhaps he did not get fifty alto- 
gether. I presume some person, presuming to poach in 
his pond, was pinched by him, and plucked him forth, 
and so falling, he came by his death.*" 

Mr. Ball adds elsewhere, ^'The water was never 
changed, but some was occasionally added to supply 
the loss by evaporation.*" The truth is, that many Crus- 
tacea will live in the atmosphere, as long as they have 
access to water in which to bathe their branchi®, and 
thus preserve them in a moist and respirable condition; 
but die from asphyxia when confined beneath a small 
quantity of water, frt>m which the air is soon exhausted. 
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GENUS HOMAEUS. Edw. 

Cancer. Linn. 

Cancer (ABtaou.) Penn. 
AsTAcufl. Fabr. Latr. Leach. 

HOMARUS. Edw. 

Generte Character, — External antenrut placed above and to the 
outer side of the internal; the laminar appendage dentiform, 
dilated on the inner side, scarcely covering the penultimate joint 
of the peduncle. Internal antenms with the peduncle nearly as 
long as that of the external. External pedipalps pediform, ex- 
tending forwards beyond the peduncles of the antennae. Anterior 
legs very robust, unequal; the larger with the fingers strongly 
tuberculated on the grasping edge, the smaller merely toothed ; 
second and third pairs didactyle; fourth and fiflh pairs mono- 
dactyle. Carapace nearly cylindrical, the rostrum armed on each 
side with three or four teeth. Thorax with the last joint im- 
moveably connected with the preceding one. Abdomen nearly 
cylindrical, the segments terminating latemlly in a large flat 
triangular process; terminal segment (or central lamina of the 
tail) armed with a tooth on each side near the extremity. Tail^ 
with the exterior lamina divided transversely, about one-third 
from the extremity, with a distinct moveable joint. 




LOBSTER. 
ffomaras vulgaris. Bdw. 

Spedjie CkaraeUr.—VuMcaia exlending bejond tbe pedunct* of the cxtenial 
antenna', armed with t«a or three etcong l«eth on each side, wilbout teeth on 
iti uodet lurfaoe. 



CaKtT gami, 
Aitaotunar 



t. F&nn. Sdm. 2033. Sjit. Nat. Herbat. It, p. 42. 1. 



Fabr. SoppL 406.— Finn. Brit. Zool. IV. 1. 1. f. 21. 
„ Lath. Hi>l. Nat. de> Cniit. VI. p. 333. 

Hamanii mlgarii, Enw. Hiit. dn CraiL II. p. 334.— Couch, Com. Faun. 

The liudy ix tbiuk and rounded ; tlie cephalo-thorax 
deeper tlian it U broad, somewhat compressed at the 



LOBSTER. 243 

sides ; the surface slightly punctated : a furrow separates 
the gastric from the posterior regions. The rostrum pro- 
jects forwards as far as the peduncle of the external 
antennse; it terminates in a strong point, and has about 
four teeth on each side, diminishing in size backwards. 
There is a small tooth on each side, just behind the base 
of the rostrum. External antennse with the peduncle 
nearly cylindrical; its base armed with a strong tooth. 
Eyes globular, smaller than the peduncle. Abdomen semi- 
cylindrical. The segments smooth, terminating on each 
side in a strong flattened triangular plate. The tail 
broad ; the external lamina strongly divided at its anterior 
third ; the margin of its posterior portion closely dentated : 
two strong teeth at the common peduncle of the two 
outer laminae. Anterior legs very large, unequal, the 
larger one famished with veiy strong tubercles on the 
prehensile edge of the fingers, which is irregular; the 
smaller one with the edge of the fingers straight, and hav- 
ing numerous small teeth ; the hands with the inner 
margin furnished with strong white teeth ; and the wrist 
with a few similar ones. The remaining legs filiform 
and weak; the second and third pairs didactyle, the 
fourth and fifth monodactyle. 

General colour dull pale reddish-yellow, spotted with 
bluish-black ; the spots coalescent on the upper parts. 

The esteem in which this species is universally held 
as a delicate article of food, and the multitudes which 
are annually taken and brought to our markets, render 
it perhaps the most interesting and important of the 
whole class, in a commercial point of view. Lobsters 
are taken on various parts of our coast, particularly on 
rocky shores. From the southern and western coast of 
England a considerable number are constantly sent oiF 

R 2 
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to the London markets, by tbe South- Western Railway 
from Southampton, and by the Great Western from Bris- 
tol; also by steamers from Guernsey and Jersey; and 
again from the coast of Ireland to Liverpool. From 
the coast of Scotland and the Orkney and Lewes Islands, 
it is computed that not less than 150,000 reach the 
market at Billingsgate ; but the principal supply is from 
Norway, from whence we deriye not less than 600,000. 
There is often in the season a supply at Billingsgate 
of not less than from 20,000 to 25,000 lobsters in one 
day.* If we allow only as many to be eaten in the whole 
of England besides as in London, the multitude which are 
consumed in the course of every year is enormous. 

The period in which this immense sacrifice to crustacean 
gastronomy principally takes place is from March to Au- 
gust ; but it is a mistake to suppose that the lobster is 
only in season during that time. During the latter part of 
August and the following month, the lobsters are shedding 
their coat, and the new covering is becoming indurated ; 
but after that time they feed ravenously, and soon become 
plump and firm ; so that in the winter they are probably 
in as high flavour, and as solid for food, as during the period 
when they are most in request. Mr. Saunders informs 
me that he has reason to suppose the lobster to be very 
stationary, seldom wandering fifty miles from the spot 
of their birth ; and he adds, what one would scarcely 
have supposed probable, that ^^ they are as varied in ap- 
pearance and character as a white man and an African.^ 
''I could tell by looking at them,^ says Mr. Saunders, ^* the 
part from whence they are brought.^^ This curious fact is 
corroborated by Mr. Couch, who, in his ^^ Ck>mish Fauna,^'* 

* For tbc«e deUila I am principdllT indebted to Mr. J. E. Saandera, the 
respectable fiah-saletman of Thame* Street 
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has the following observation : — ^' Lobsters do not stray 
far from their haunts, and hence the discovery of a new 
station is a fortunate circumstance for the fisherman ; and 
each situation is found to impress its owa shade of colour 
upon the shell .^ 

Lobsters are frequently caught in pots, similar to those 
which are employed for the capture of crabs, and by some- 
what similar means; but in some localities the pots are 
differently shaped, being formed of nets, which are held 
in a nearly cylindrical form by three hoops, one at each 
end, and one in the middle. At one end the trap is 
closed ; *at the other it is entered by a funnel-shaped pro- 
longation of the net inwards, like some rat-traps. Mr. 
Thompson informs me of the capture of a lobster by means 
of a hook and line, baited with a whelk, which was used 
for taking cod. Whether the hook was taken I am not 
informed ; but it is perhaps most probable that the lobster 
held firmly to the bait itself, and suffered itself to be 
dragged out of the water rather than quit its hold. 

It is a well-authenticated and indubitable &ct, that the 
lobster, as well as the common crab (Cancer pagurus)^ 
and several other species of Crustaceans, not only shed 
their claws and other limbs in case of severe injury to 
them, but voluntarily. On being seized by one of their 
limbs, the captive member is left in the possession of the 
captor, and the animal escapes, leaving his arms on the 
field of battle ; and it is also well known to fishermen and 
other practical persons, that the same loss of limbs will 
take place in violent thunder-storms. In the words of 
the intelligent correspondent to whom I have already 
had occasion to express my obligations, Mr. Saunders, 
^* they shoot their claws, especially after a thunder-storm 
or the report of cannon, and whole voyages are destroyed 
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by this means. If time were given new claws would be 
formed. It is a voluntary act, and does not injuriously 
aflfect the animal." The following remarks on this sub- 
ject, by my observant and accurate friend Mr. Couch, 
will be read with much interest, and I need offer no 
apology for their extent. 

Mr. Couch first speaks of the effects of injuries to the 
antennse, and observes that it is an erroneous opinion 
that these organs are ordinarily thrown off in consequence 
of violence (}oi^6 ^o them, and afterwards renewed. " I 
have not,^^ he proceeds, ^^ found this to be the fact ; but, 
subjecting the parts to blows or fracture, both in short 
and long-tailed Crustaceans, I have found the creature 
suffering acutely from the injury, most so when just 
emerged from the water ; but in no case have they re- 
jected the whole organ in consequence of the violence. 
If, however, it be violently handled, a separation takes 
place at the terminal joint of the peduncles, in preference 
to any other place ; and from this wound no stream of 
blood flows, but a fine membrane quickly forms on the 
surface, by which all effiision is prevented. This pre- 
servative process resembles that which takes place in 
case of the loss of the legs, and for the same purpose ; 
for crabs and lobsters soon bleed to death, if the hsemor- 
rhage be not restrained. It is only the legs, including 
those bearing the chda or nippers, that are readily and 
willingly thrown off by the animal ; and in some cases, 
as in Porcdlana platycheles^ this is not only done on the 
infliction of violence, but as if to occupy the attention of 
some dreaded object, while the timid creature escapes to a 
place of safety. The general method of defence is to seize 
the object with the pincers, and while these are left attached, 
inflicting, by their spasmodic twitchings, all the pain they 
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are able to give, the crab, lightened of so great an incum- 
brance, has sought shelter in its hiding-place. It is by the 
short and quickened muscular action of the limb itself, and 
not by any effort of the body or peduncle that this is ef- 
fected ; as the convulsion will continue for a considerable 
time after the separation, it follows that the twisting off of 
the claw, where the animal has seized human flesh for in- 
stance, or any other sensible object, is the direct way to in- 
crease the violence of the grasp. Any or all the legs may 
be thrown off on the receipt of injury, but not with equal 
&cility in all the species; for in some, as in the com- 
mon crab, if they be crushed or broken without great 
violence, they are sometimes retained, and the creature 
will in no long time bleed to death. To save the crab 
the fishermen proceed to twist off the limb at the pro- 
per joint, or give it a smart blow, when it is rejected ; 
and in either case the bleeding is stopped. Fracture 
of the crust at the extreme points of the legs is not 
much regarded ; for, being filled with an insensible cel- 
lular membrane, no violent action is excited in the muscu- 
lar structure, and the part seems capable of some attempt at 
restoration, at least sufficient to render the evil endurable 
until the period of a general renewal of the surface. 

After the loss of a limb, a considerable time elapses 
before any attempt at restoration is visible: but under 
some circumstances the process is much accelerated ; and 
while it is advancing, it is commonly found that the flesh 
of the creature is unusually flaccid and watery. In the 
most common species, the first appearance of the new 
limb is in the middle of the scar, from whence proceeds 
a soft member of minute size, doubled on itself, but with 
all the proper proportions, and enclosed in an exceedingly 
fine membrane, by which it is bound down. Much of the 
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first stage of the growth of the new limh is accomplished 
before it acquires density ; but when the crust is rendered 
firm, the nutrition no longer proceeds through the encasmg 
membrane ; which a slight motion of the limb lacerates, and 
the leg extends to its natural position ; but it continues for 
a long time of a much smaller size than the corresponding 
one of full growth, sometimes also appearing as if dis- 
torted, either from deficient nourishment, or from injury 
received in its unprotected state.^^ 

I hare omitted from this interesting detail some specu- 
lations of the observant author, and some statements 
respecting which he himself speaks doubtfully; and it 
appears to me that it contains by far the most satisfactory 
and most simple statements of this interesting fact that 
have ever appeared. Although Mr. Gouch^s observations 
were chiefly made upon brachyurous forms, there is no 
doubt that the process is precisely similar in all the higher 
forms of Crustacea. 

The reproduction of the lobster would be multitudinous, 
were not the yoimg destined to become, in myriads, the 
prey of fish of various descriptions. 

The metamorphosis of this species has been examined 
with care by several naturalists, and particularly by my 
friend Mr. B. Q. Couch. The details, as &r as they 
belong to the general subject, will be found in the Intro- 
duction. 

If the following statement, with which I have been &- 
voured by Mr. Peach, be correct, it proves that the at- 
tachment of these creatures for their progeny does not 
cease on the deposit of their spawn, but continues, in a 
very pleasing and interesting manner, much longer than in 
many animals of a higher grade of organization. 

*' I have heard the fishermen of Gbran Haven say that 
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they have seen in the sammeT, /requmtly, the old Lobsters 
with their young ones around them ; some of the young 
bare been noticed as luc inches long. One man noticed tlie 
old Lobster with her head peeping from nnder a rock, the 
yonng ones playing around her : she appeared to rattle 
her claws on the approach of the fisherman, and herself 
and young took shelter under the rock ; this rattling, no 
doubt, was to give the alarm. I have heard this from 
several, some very old men, who all speak to this wnthoat 
concert, and as a matter of course ; and they are men I can 
readily belisve." 
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MACROURA, 



GENUS NEPHROPS. Lbach. 

Cakcir. Lion. Herbst 

AsTACUR. Fabr. Penn. Isii, 

NsPHROPa. Leach, Edwards. 

Generic Charader. — External antenna with the sc^e of the 
first joint extending to the extremity of the peduncle. Internal 
antenna with the basal joint very broad, triangular^ terminating 
in two setiBy the superior much thicker than the inferior^ and 
slightly compressed. External pedipalpi much elongated, the second 
joint the longest. Eyes very large, reniform. Firet pair of feet 
very long, unequal ; the hands quadrangular, the angles carinated 
and strongly toothed ; the fingers armed with strong tubercles : 
these and the second and third pairs are didactyle; the fourth and 
fifth monodactyle. Abdomen semi-cylindrical, sculptured; the 
lateral processes of the segments laminar and thm. Carapace 
terminating in a long rostrum, strongly dentate on each side. 

This genus consists bat of a single known recent species. 
It is nearly allied to ffomarus and to Astacus^ and may 
be considered as in some respects intermediate between 
them. 
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NORWAY LOBSTER. 

Nephrops vmtv^cva. Leach. 

LtHN, Syil. Nkt. I. 1068.— Hmmt, II. t. titL f. S. 
Fabr. Edt. 418.— PiNH. Brit. Zool. (Sto.) IV. t. xiii. f. 

l,p. 23. 
LiACH, Edinb. Encjd. VII. p. 100— Id. Tmu. Lb. 

Soe. XI. p. 344.— MbIbc Pod. Bnt. t. ixtl— Edw. 

Hiit. Nit. Cmt II. p. 336. 



Thb body of tbis elegant species is elongated and snb- 
cylindrical ; the cephalo-thorax compressed at the sides ; 
the eur&ce slightly pnbescent : the gastric region is 
armed with seven lines of points, of which the outermost 
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are not more than three or four in number; the inner 
pair converge towards the rostmm and pass into a 
double carina which extends to its extremity. The rostrum 
extends beyond the peduncle of the extemid antennae, and 
is armed on each side with three oblong teeth; it is ciliated 
on each side beneath. The posterior portion of the thorax 
has three lines of small points: a strongly marked sulcus 
runs within the posterior margin. The eyes are remark- 
ably large and reniform ; the peduncles very small at 
their origin, becoming suddenly much larger. The pe- 
duncle of the external antennse is nearly as long as the 
rostrum : the first joint has a triangular spine at the outer 
side; from the anterior margin of this joint arises the 
broad falciform scale, which extends forwards to the ex- 
tremity of the peduncle. The basal joints of the inter- 
nal antennae are very broad and laminar. The first pair 
of feet are very long, unequal, in some cases the right, 
in others the left being the larger : the arm is slender, en- 
larging towards its anterior extremity, carinated above and 
below, and armed with a few teeth : the wrist, which is 
short, is armed above with strong teeth, and is strongly ca- 
rinated: the hand is distinctly four-sided, strongly cari- 
nated ; the carinse armed with tubercular teeth, the upper 
in a single, and the others in a double series ; the interme- 
diate spaces concave, and slightly pubescent : the fingers are 
armed with strong tubercles, particularly those of the larger 
claw, and the moveable one is toothed on its outer mar- 
gin. The other legs are filiform, slender, and smooth ; 
the second and third pairs being didactyle, the fourth 
and fifth monodactyle. The abdomen is long, each seg- 
ment being beautifully sculptured; the raised portions 
smooth and polished, the depressions covered with a 
short but dense pubescence. The epimeral portion of 
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the first abdominal segment is small and rudimentary; 
the second is very broad and subquadrate ; the remainder 
are acutely triangular. The tail is very broad, and the 
outer lamina is slightly divided transversely at its an- 
terior third. 

The general colour is pale flesh, rather darker in parts ; 
the pubescence light brown. 

The length of the body from the tail to the rostrum is 
from seven to eight inches. 

This is certainly one of the most beautiful of the larger 
Macroura. It is to be considered generally as a northern 
species, but I have received fine specimens fit>m the 
Mediterranean. It is found on the coast of Norway in 
considerable quantities; it is also taken on the coast of 
Scotland, and is not unfrequently sold in the Edinburgh 
and other northern markets. I have occasionally seen it 
at the shops of London fishmongers. It is said to be a 
very delicate and well-flavoured food. 

Although, as I have mentioned above, I have obtdned 
it from the Mediterranean, (Dr. Milne-Edwards also 
records it as being taken in the Adriatic,) yet its general 
range is certainly confined to northern limits. Mr. Em- 
bleton says that it is not uncommon on the coast of Ber- 
wickshire, but is rarely seen farther south. Leach names 
only the Frith of Forth as its habitation. Mr. M^An- 
drew procured it by dredging in Loch Fyne. On the 
Irish coast it has been taken in Belfast Lough, accord- 
ing to Mr. Templeton. Mr. Thompson says, ^^ I have 
heard of its being taken near Portaferry, about the en- 
trance to Strangford Lough, and that it has been pro- 
cured in numbers off Dundrum on the Down coast.^ He 
adds, ^* It is brought in great quantities to Dublin as an 
article of food ;^ and in a letter recently received from 
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the eame gentlemui, he mentiou its having been fbond in 
the stomach of the cod, " near Donagfaadee, county Down, 
and also at Dungairon, oooDty Wat«ford.^ According 
to Mr. R. Bail, it is very nnmerong in Dublin Bay ; and 
he has taken it from the stomachs of cod bonght at that 
place.* 

It is not included in the " Cornish Famia "" by Mr. 
Ooacb, nor have I ever heard of its appearance on that part 
of the coast. Mr. Thompson states that he has received 
8 from Holyhead by Captain Fayrer, R.N. 

* TliaiiipBa OD tbc Cmttwn of Inlud, 11 1., p. 209. 
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MACaOURA. 



GENUS ORANGON. 

AsTACUs. Herbst, Penn. 

Cranoon. Fabr. IsXt, Leach, Edw. 

Generic Char(ieter. — External antennce situated nearly on the 
same line with the internal, on the outer side, and a very little 
beneath them. Internal antennce dilated at the base, and having 
at the outer side a broad scale ; the peduncle short, and termi- 
nating in two filaments. External pedipalps ^pe^orm; the ter- 
minal joint obtuse and flattened. First pair of feei subdidactyle, 
stronger and thicker than the others; the hand flattened, the 
moveable finger inflexed upon the hand, and meeting a rudi- 
mentary thumb: the second and third pairs very slender; the 
second didactyle ; the fourth and fifth shorter and thicker than the 
former. Carapace depressed, and with only a rudiment of a ros- 
trum. Abdomen large and rounded. BranchuB only seven on 
each side. 

The family to which this species belongs is distinguished 
from all others by the insertion of the two pairs of an- 
tennce on the same line, and the subcheliform structure of 
the anterior hand. I am inclined to follow Dr. Milne- 
Edwards in restoring to this genus Leach'^s genus PonoP- 
philue and Bisso^s Egeon^ separated unnecessarily from 
Crangon^ which, in fact, constitutes the only known genus 
of the family. It may, however, be conveniently divided 
into two sections, in one of which the second pair of feet is 
as long as the first, in the other it Is not much more than 
half as long. The first constitutes the genus Crangan of 
Leach ; the second Pouiophilus of the same author. 



CKjUtOONlD^. 

CRANGONIDjE. 




COMMON SHRIMP. 

Cranffon tnlgarii. Fabr. 

Sptdfie CHaToeltr. — CanpKc ud Rbdomcn Bnootli, eiccpUng a cpult ipine 
on the medi&n line of the gatCric region, md one on each braochia ; aecond pair 
of feet nearly a> long ai (he third. 

Aitaeut CrongiM, Hbbmt, II. p. £7, t. nii. fig, S, 4.— Pknk. Brit. Zool. 

IV. t. IT. i: 30. 
CraagiMvidgiuvi, Fjbb. Sappl. 410.— Latb. Hilt. Nat. del Cnirt. VI. p. 

267, t. Iv, t. 1, 2.— LajcH, Malac. BriL t. mm. «.— 

Enw. HiM. Nat. CnuL II. p. 341. 

The carapace in this species ia lar^, lonnded, some- 
what depressed, particularly towards its anterior part : 
there is no rostrnio, but a slight elevatioD od the me- 
dian line, between the eyes; a minute spine directed 
forwards over the gastric region, and one a little more 
conspicuous on each branchia. The eyes are conspi- 
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cuons, Daked, and not very distant. The external an^ 
tennse have the peduncle aboat half the length of the 
moveable plate, which terminates in a small spine; its 
internal margin dilated and hairy. The internal antennae 
are placed very little above the external, and terminate 
in two short filaments. The external pedipalps are of 
considerable length, extending forward beyond the pe- 
duncles of the external antennse ; the terminal joint much 
elongated. 

The anterior legs are robust and smooth, the hands 
fiimished with a curved moveable finger, which is in- 
flected to meet a small spiniform rudimentary thumb* 
The remaining legs filiform, elongated ; the second the 
most slender and minutely didactyle; the others mono- 
dactyle. A strong spine on the sternum between the 
anterior pair of legs. Abdomen regularly tapering, round- 
ed, and smooth. The tail with the middle lamina nar- 
row, and pointed at the extremity. Abdominal false feet 
very long. 

Colour greyish-brown, dotted all over with dark brown. 
Unlike most of its congeners, it does not become red by 
heat. 

Total length from the eyes to the extremity of the tail 
two inches and a half. 

This is one of the most abundant of the coast species of 
Crustacea. It is taken in multitudes for the table on 
almost all our sandy shores, ordinarily by means of nets, 
which are pushed forwards by the " shrimpers,** who wade 
nearly to their middle for hours together, raising the net 
at intervals, and taking out the shrimps, which are secured 
in a bag. In some parts of the coast, as at Poole, this 
species is comparatively rare, and is not used as food. 
The smaller Palamonida are here called *' shrimps ;^ and 

s 
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when of small size and sold by meacmre, they aie termed 
^^ cup-shrimps/' The present species is called the Sand 
Shrimp, and the smaUer prawns the Bock Shrimp. 

In the breeding-season the shrimps approach the estn- 
aries, and eyen ascend the rivers to a considerable dis- 
tance. 

^^ Although/^ says Mr. Thompson, '^ this species chiefly 
frequents sandy shores, I have occaaonally seen it brought 
up in the dredge from deep water, and at a considerable 
distance from land, in the loughs of Strangford and Bel&st. 
Mr. B. Ball mentions that shrimps, though taken in large 
quantities at Youghal, are held in little esteem ; but that the 
prawn {Palamon gerratus)^ caught abundantly at spring- 
tides, is much thought of. This latter is called ^ shrimp ^ 
there, the former the * gray shrimp ;^ this term is also used 
in Smithes ' History of the County of Cork,' written nearly 
a century since." 

The following observations I have selected from the 
late Mr. Hailstone's MS. Notes on the Crustacea of Hast- 
ings. ^' Although in general this species is very whole- 
some, yet instances occasionally occur in which it pro- 
duces effects similar to those which sometimes follow the 
eating of mussels. They swim in the water or lie upon 
the sand in shoals, and are taken by a large net with a 
semicircular mouth, which the shrimper pushes before him 
along the bottom of the sea during the ebb-tide. In colour 
they so closely resemble the sand, that, in the pools left 
by the tide, they are with difficulty distiuguished. They 
are in spawn throughout the year, and cast the shell in 
March, April, and May." 
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BANDED SHRIMP. 

Cranffon /atciatut. Risso. 

S^ee^ Ciarader. — Sccood pur of feel ihortet than the lint and tbiid ; abdo- 
men mooth, nlhei niddenlf eontraeteid at the poaterior thirdi with a bread 
bnwn baud aoDW the fourth abdominal segment : no iternBl ipine. 

CnagamJaKiiatiu, RlBSO, Cnul. de Nice, t. iii. f. S. p. S3.— Hut. Nat. de 

I'Eor. Merid. V. p. 64. — Edw. Hi»L de* CniK. 11. 
^342. 

Fob the first time I am enabled to publish this interest- 
ing little species as indigenous to our coasts. I found 
three specimens amongst some small Crustacea, many of 
which were very interesting, sent to me by Mr. Alder, by 
whom they were taken in Salcombe Bay, Devonshire, in 
the course of his investigations on that coast in search of 
the nudibranchiate mollusca, the more immediate results 
of which are well known by the splendid work of that 
gentleman and Dr. Hancock, published by the Ray Society. 
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This species oonsiderablj resembles the oonmMm shrimp 
in its general aspect ; but, besides being very moch smaller, 
it differs from it in manj particolars. The peduncle of 
the internal antennae is proportionally much shorter ; the 
spines on the branchial region of the carapace obsolete. 
The first pair of feet are robust, the moveable finger mnch 
carved ; the second pair of feet shorter than the first and 
third, extremely small, minutely didactyle ; the third pair 
very slender. The abdomen is as large as the thorax for 
rather more than half its length, and then contracts some- 
what suddenly, by which it may be at once distinguished 
from young individuals of the other species. There is also 
a remarkable brown band across the fourth segment of the 
abdomen, and a spot or two of the same colour on the 
sides. 

Total length six- tenths of an inch. 
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SPINOUS SHRIMP. 
Crangon ipinoeas. Leach. 

^iiafic Chamitr. — CaiKpace timed with Gtb longitodiiul leries of teeth ; 
abdomea neari; imoath ; the third and fourth Kginenta ilightl; carinat«d ; the 
fifth, liith, and UTenth, cfaaEiiEned. 

OramgoK tpimimit, LiACH, Traoa. Lin. Soc XI. p. 346>.~LaM. 

Hiat. Nat. des Anim. ma Verteb. V. p. 



PamtopUlMt „ 

Gvngan eab^iiraciiu (in pttrt). 



Lkach, MoI. Brit. t. ixxrii. A. 
Edw. Hilt de* Cnut. II. p. 243. 



The carapace of this species is armed with five longitndi- 
D&I series of teeth directed forwards. The laminar appen- 
dage of the external antemiee about the length of the 
peduncle of the same antennae. Internal antennee very 
short. First pair of feet strong, the moveable finger 
moderately curved ; the second pair extremely small, bnt 
distinctly didactyle ; the third pair very slender and fiti- 
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form ; the fourth and fifth stronger. The abdomen is 
nearly smooth; the third and fourth segments obtusely 
carinated in the centre ; the fifth with a triangular depres- 
sion ; the sixth and seventh distinctly channelled. 

Length one inch and a half. 

A careful examination of several British specimens of 
this species, and of a well marked one of the Mediterra- 
nean form, with which, I believe, it has been erroneously 
confounded, has led me to reject the alleged synonyms of 
Risso and Boux, which appear to me^to belong to a very 
distinct species. I am not aware of the grounds upon 
which Dr. Milne-Edwards has considered the Egeon loriea- 
tm of Bisso as the male of the PantophUus spinosus of 
Leach ; but I feel very confident that they belong to dif- 
ferent species. 

Although the spinous shrimp is to be ranked amongst 
the rarer of the small Mcu^aura of this country, it is very 
extensive in its range. Leach speaks but of two speci- 
mens known to him ; one obtained by Mr. Prideaux in 
Plymouth Sound, and the other taken off Falmouth by 
the ill-fated Granch. Mr. Couch states, in his '' Cornish 
Fauna,*^ that he has obtained it only once, when he found it 
in the stomach of a fish taken at a depth of from twelve 
to fifteen fiithoms. I have a specimen taken by my friends 
Professor Forbes and Mr. M® Andrew, off Shetland. 

By the following extract from Mr. William Thompson's 
observations on the Crustacea of Ireland, it would appear 
that it has been found on the Irish coast. ^' In Mr. V. 
Thompson's collection there is a specimen bearing the 
name of Pontophilus yinnosfis, and marked as Irish.'' 
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SCULPTURED SHRIMP. 

Crangon sculptut. Mihi. 

S^ndfic Chuncter, — Carapace with ktbibI m!»d line*, each aimed with two ar 
three nnaU teelh ; two ■pine* on the median line, one eoniiderably paaterior to 
the other : wcood pair of legi much ihorter than the fint, didnctjie : abdonwn 
dittinctlj Kulptored ; third, foorth, and filth wgmenti ihaiply atinated ; tixth 
and KTenth, channelled. 



Of this new species I possess two specimens, which 
I funod amongst some small Grostacea dredged by Mr. 
Bowerbank at Weymouth. Like Egeon loricatm ef Risso, 
Poatophilue spinosm of Leach, and Crangon eeptemcart- 
natue of Sabine, it has several denticolated carinie on the 
carapace, and might at first sight be supposed the young 
of some one of them. It is, however, a very distinctly 
marked species. 

The carapace is rough, with about fire irregular raised 
lines, each armed with two or three small teeth, and two 
small spines on the median line, one behind the other. The 
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laminar appendage of the external antennae, a little longer 
than their pednncle. The first pair of feet, with the hand, 
smooth and rounded, the finger moderately curved ; the 
second pair of feet minute. The segments of the abdomen 
very distinctly sculptured ; the raised portions polished, 
the depressions slightly pubescent : the third, fourth, and 
fifth segments with a distinct central carina ; the sixth and 
seventh channelled. 

Length seven-tenths of an inch. 

It differs for C. spinosus in the less regularly longitudi- 
nal direction of the lateral raised lines on the carapace, the 
less pointed and fewer teeth of this part, the longer propor- 
tion of the antennae-scale with relation to the pedunde, 
and, strikingly, in the sculpture of the abdominal segments, 
and the extent and sharpness of the carina on this part. 
Of the two specimens which I possess, one has several ova 
attached to the abdominal false feet. 
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THREE-SPINED SHRIMP. 
Crangon trupinosus, 

Ptmiopkam triipmonti^ Hailstoni, Mag. of Nat Hist. VIII. p. 261, fig. 25. 

Of this species I have never seen a specimen ; I there- 
fore content myself with copying Mr. Hailstone'^s descrip- 
tion, and Mr. Westwood's obsenrations on the species ; 
premising that the characters, as Mr. Westwood very pro- 
perly remarks, entirely confirm the correctness of Milne- 
Edwards, and other continental carcinologists, in rejecting 
the generic separation of Pontophilus from Crangon. 

^' On March Ist, 1834, several individoals of a species of 
Pontophilus were brought to me, which had been caught in 
a shrimping-net upon this coast. They had only three 
spines on the thorax ; one in the middle, and one on each 
side of it. Their colour was much like a shrimpX but 
paler, less clouded, and with a sprinkling of golden blots. 
Their length about an inch. They were called by the 
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man who caught them * png^shrimpe ; ^ he said he had 
never obserred them before this last winter. The females 
were with spawn." 

Thus fiir Mr. Hailstone. Mr. Westwood's observations 
follow : — 

" Of Mr. Hailstone^s Crustacea, probably the new P(m- 
iophilus will be regarded as possessing the highest interest, 
inasmuch as the propriety of the establishment of the 
group, which was at first confined to a single species, is 
thereby proved. The character of this genus, as defined 
by Dr. Leach, separating it from that of Crangcn (of 
which the common edible shrimp, Crangan vulgaris, is the 
type), consisted in the very small size of the second pair of 
legs, and th^ length and acuteness of the terminal joints of 
the external foot-jaws or pedipalpi. These characters, 
however, to which that of the spinous shell might be added, 
have been deemed by the French crustaceologists insuffi- 
cient to warrant the generic separation of the two groups ; 
and, on considering the characters of the new species from 
Hastings, the correctness of their opinion must, I think, be 
admitted ; since it will be seen, that, in several re^ectis, 
its characters are quite intermediate between those of the 
types of Crangon and Pontophilus. Thus the shell, instead 
of being armed with a double series of lateral and three 
rows of dorsal spines, as in the latter, is S-spinous only, 
just as in the common shrimp ; while the terminal joint of 
the foot-jaws is scarcely longer than the penultimate joint, 
and is broad, flat, and obtuse. The central piece of the 
tail is also much longer than in Pontaphilus spinostM, Still 
the minute size of the second pair of legs corresponds with 
Pontaphilus ; whence it will, perhaps, be more advisable 
to divide the genus Crangon into two sections : first, those 
with the second and third legs of equal length, the common 
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Hlirimp ; and, secondly, thoee vitU the second leg much 
shorter than the third, the Pontophiii of Dr. Leach : and 
even in the former ^ronp, the comparatively delicate and 
imperfect structure of the second pair is very evident ; thns 
proving, in a natural point of viev, the generic identity of 
the two groups." — Mag. of Nat. Hitt. vol. viii. pp. 261, 
265. 
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CRANQONIDJE. 




TWO-SPINED SHRIMP. 



Crangon biqnnosiu. 



PotUophUuM bupinanUf Wmtwood, 

„ „ HAIL8T0NX, Mag. Nat. Hist. VIII. pp. 11,13, f. 36. 

Thb imperfect description and figare of this species, 
given by Mr. Hailstone, prevent my coming to any very 
decided opinion as to the distinctness of its specific charac- 
ter. It has, certainly, some points of resemblance to C. 
sculptuSy but it is much smaller, if Mr. Hailstone^s linear 
admeasurement be that of an adult ; and there is no in- 
dication of any sculpture on the abdomen. The follow- 
ing is Mr Hailstone's description : — 

^' Pedipalps with the last joint rather longer than the 
preceding one, and bluntish at its termination. First pair 
of legs compressed, didactyle, with the thumb very short : 
second pair rather shorter than the first, didactyle ; the last 
joint half the length of the preceding one, which is com- 
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pressed : third pair very slender, as long as the first pair, 
with a simple claw : fonrth pair and fifth pair of eqoal 
length, rather longer than the third, and somewhat thicker 
but slender ; claws simple. Thorax, with two prominent 
dorsal spines, one considerablj behind the other, and on 
each side a row of blnnt notches. A spine at the outer 
edge of the external plates of the Uul." — M<ig. of Nat. 
Hist., Tol. viii. p. 273. 

Mr. Hailstone states, in hie MS. notes, with which be 
tavoured me some time before his lamented death, that one 
specimen only of this species had come into his possession, 
which he foond at Hastings in a mass of Filipora filir 
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GENUS ALPHEUS. Fabr. 

A8TACO81 Fabr. 

Palamon, OUt. 

Grtptothalmus, Baffin. 

AspHAUUS, Rous. 

Alphbus, Fabr., Latr., Leach, Edw. 

Generic Character. — External antentue placed beneath^ and to 
the outer side of the inner ; the lamellar palp of moderate size, some- 
tiroes slender and pointed. Internal antennce terminating in two 
filaments, of which the superior is rather thicker than the inferior ; 
the basal articulation short, and furnished with a spiniform scale. 
External pedipalps more or less slender and elongated; terminal 
joint broad, and somewhat foliaceous. First pair of legs didac- 
tyle, robust, one much larger than the other, and very differently 
formed : second pair also didactyle, very slender ; the carpus multi- 
articulate : the remaining pairs slender, monodactyle. Carapace 
extending forwards so as to form an arched covering to the eyes. 
Rostrum small or wanting. Abdomen long, and mudi developed. 

Of this genus, which is chiefly confined to hot climates, 
one species only has been found in Britain, and is now 
first described. 
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A^hetu ruber. Edwards. 

Alpieui nber, Enw. KiiL Criut. II. p. 351. 

aptcifiii diaraOtr. — Roatnmi Tsry smoU. External antcnoEe withoat ^project- 
iDg ipine tX the bue. Armi nilh a mull ipine on the upper edge, st a ihort 
diiUmce from the eitnmil;. Larger hand with fear caiiue, two on the upper 
nu&ce, and two on the outer ; the moveable finger thorter tiian the other. 

Thib IB the first inetiuice of any species of Al^Keta 
occurring on our coast. The only two specimens hitherto 
fotiDd were obtained by Mr. Cocks of Falmouth, who 
pTOcnred them from the stomachs of cod fish. They are 
unfortunately much damaged hy this circumstance, but 
enough remans for me to recognise, with scarcely a doubt, 
its identity with Alpheiu rvher of Edwards. 

The carapace in the specimens is so much injured, that 
it is impossible to ascertain whether a rostrum existed 
or not, but the Mediterranean species is stated to possess 
a small pointed one. The arched processes which always 
protect the eyes in this genus, and the peculiarities of 
which form good specific characters, are also destroyed. 
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The general form of the body is slender. The external 
antennse have no spiniform palp at the base, which is also 
a character of A. ruber. The internal antennse have the 
general characters of the genus, but the specific distinctions 
of this part are deficient. The anterior feet are in tolera- 
ble preservation. The arm in both is about three times as 
long as it is broad ; and on the upper surface is a small 
spine, situated about one-third from the extremity: the 
wrist is very short. The larger hand, which is on the 
left side, is short, the sides nearly parallel, flattened, the 
upper margin with two carinse ; the outer side also with 
two carinaB, the inner surface rounded; the immoveable 
finger is much curved towards the point, which is acute : 
there is a distinct and deep depression about the middle 
of its grasping edge, for the reception of a strong tubercle 
of the moveable finger ; this finger is shorter than the 
other, and becomes broader towards the extremity, where 
its outer edge is acutely carinated. The smaller hand 
is also bicarinated above : the fingers are slender and 
curved, and there is thus a considerable space between 
them excepting at the points ; their inner margins are 
hairy. The second pair of feet ar^ filiform, minutely 
didactyle; the carpus long and multi-articulate. The 
remaining feet are slender and monodactyle. 

Such are the characters afibrded by the mutilated spe- 
cimens before me ; and I trust the description, imperfect 
as it is, may be sufficient to enable some more fortunate 
observer to compare other and more perfect specimens, 
and determine with greater precision the identity of 
this with the Mediterranean species to which I have 
referred it. 
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GENUS NIKA. Risao. 

Procbsaa. Leach, Latr. 

Nka. RisM, Ronz, Edwurdt. 

Oevierie Character. — External antentuB much longer than the 
body, with the basal scale terminating in a single tooth at the 
outer side; the inner maigin hairy. Internal antenna termi- 
nating in two filaments, the inner one the longer. External 
pedipalps pediform, with four exserted joints, the second very 
long, the terminal one pointed. First pair of legs dissimilar; 
that on the right side didactyle, that on the left monodactyle: 
second pair more slender, very long, filiform, of unequal length ; 
the arm and wrist multi-articulate, the hand minutely didactyle: 
the remaining pairs very long, filiform, and monodactyle. (7ara- 
pace somewhat elongate, smooth, having a small, simple, com- 
pressed rostrum. Abdomen a little bent at the third segment ; 
the external laminae of the tail transversely divided near the 
extremity. 

Of this interesting genus the only known specimen for 
a long time was a small one on which Leach founded his 
genus Processaj and which was found by Montagu on the 
southern coast of Devon. Risso, however, had, a short 
time before Leach's publication, given to the genus the 
name oiNika^ of which Leach was not aware at the time. 
Risso^s name must, therefore, be retained, on the ground of 
priority of publication. 

The remarkable peculiarity by which this genus is dis- 
tinguished from every other form of crustacean, is the dis- 
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similar character of the anterior feet, one being didactyle, 
and the other monodactjie. In every other instance, how- 
ever the feet forming a pair may differ in length, in size, 
or in structure, they agree in the character of the terminal 
portion, and are always both monodactyle or both didao- 
tyle ; but in this genus one is invariably and distinctly 
didactyle, while the other is as distinctly monodactyle. 

There are probably several species of this genus in the 
Mediterranean, and I have in my possession two very dis- 
tinct species found on our coast, one of which is undoubt- 
edly Nika edulU of Bisso, and the other an entirely new 
species. 
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Nika edtUit. Bisso. 

^tirific (%iTacltr.~DiiMls]e huid longer than tbe wriat ; both itnight. Cen- 
tnl pbte of the tail longitadin&lly channelled. 

NiiatdiJit, Ruso, Cnut. da Nice, p. Sfi,t.m. f. 3.— Hirt.Nat.de 

I'Eor. Mirid. V. p. 72,— RoDX, Cnut. de la MMit 
t. iIt.— Lau. HlK. de* Anim. nm Vert. V. p. 203. 
— DuMAB.CoDudei. IDT lei Cnut. p. 230.— Edw. 
Hilt, del Cnut. II. p. 364. 

Lucu, Make. Brit, t, xlL 

Latr. Beg. Anim. de Cot. (ed. 2ad) IV. p. 95. 

DiBMAH CoDud. mr lea Cnut. t. xxxix. f. 4. 

The whole of the carapace and abdomen of this species 
is even and glabrous ; the carapace evenly rounded, some- 
what compressed, terminating in a short, pointed, slightly 
cannated roetram ; a short acnte point above the outer 
edge of the orbit. Plate of the external antennee of almost 
eqnal breadth thronghont its length ; obliquely truncated at 
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the extremity ; ciliated on the outer margin. Peduncle of 
the internal antennae cylindrical; the internal filament 
much longer than the external. External pedipalps, with 
the last joint but two equalling in length the terminal and 
penultimate jointa together. Didactyle foot of the first 
pair rather thicker than the other; the hand and wrist 
straight : the monodactjle foot terminating in a very small 
slightly curved finger. Of the second pair, the right is 
much longer than the left. The fourth pair longer than 
the third and fifth, the latter being the shortest. The 
abdomen is evenly rounded, somewhat compressed, con- 
tinuous with the carapace. The middle plate of the tail 
channelled throughout its length, and armed with minute 
spines. 

Length two inches to two inches and a half. 

The colour of this beautiful species is described by Bisso 
and Boux as of a flesh-red, more or less dotted with 
yellow and white, and marked along the back with spots 
of these colours. The body is said to be so transparent 
that the viscera may be seen through the integument. The 
female is stated by Boux to be found, at different periods of 
the year, bearing eggs of a yellowish-green colour, which 
are deposited on algse and fuci. 

The same author states that this species constitutes an 
ordinary article of food on all the coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean. It lives in shoals with various species of the 
genera Palamon^ Hippolyte^ AlphetLS^ &c. 

After the most careful examination I have been able to 
institute, I have come to the conclusion that the Niia 
edulis of Risso and those who follow him, and the ProcesM 
canaliculata of Leach, are identical. It is certainly one of 
the rarest of our British species. A small specimen was 
obtained by Montagu at Torcross, on the southern coast of 
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DsTon, and eent by him to Dr. Leach, who founded there- 
on his genus Procet$a, and figured it in his great work. 
This specimen is still in the British Museum. That 
from which my figure and the above description are 
fpven was accidentally found by myself in a dish of boiled 
prawns, on which I was about to breakfast, at Bognor, in 
the year 1842. Mr. W. Thompson states that there are 
specimens in the collection made in the south of Ireland 
by Mr. Vangban Thompson. 




ALFHEADJ!. 




Nika Covchii. Mihi. 

Spmjk Ckaradtr. — Didactyle huid ihorlar tban th« wiut ; the foRPcr ilii^tlT, 
the laller more coDiidamblf curved. Middle pbte of ibe tail ■tleniuted towaidi 

the eitremitir, not fuirowed. 

The distiDCtive characters of this new and interesting 
species are, with the exception of those given above, 
mostly comparative. The whole animal is longer in pro- 
portion to its other dimensions. The carapace, which 
extends a little further backwards over the posterior 
thoracic segment at its junction with the abdomen, is 
longer and more slender ; the plates of the external an- 
tenna} are longer, and rather tapering towards the extre- 
mity. The legs generally are altogether longer and more 
slender ; the didactyle band and wrist of the first pair are, 
however, shorter, and both, but particularly the wrist. 
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curved. The fifth pair of legs are quite as long, or a little 
longer than the third and fourth. The abdomen is notably 
more slender, and the lateral processes of the segments 
extend more obliquely backwards; the sixth segment is 
nearly cylindrical, and the seventh, or middle plate of the 
tail longer and much narrower, the terminal half being con- 
siderably attenuated ; the upper surface has no distinct 
fiirrow, as in N. edulis, and there is on each side a small 
spine, about the middle of its length, at the point where it 
becomes narrower. The lateral plates of the tail partake 
of the general tendency to attenuation, which so remark- 
ably characterises the form of the species. 

Length nearly three inches. 

One specimen only of this species has come under my 
notice, and for this I am indebted to Mr. Couch, who sent 
it to me about five or six years since. It was taken on the 
cosLBi of Cornwall. I have much pleasure in dedicating so 
interesting a species to a naturalist who has not only done 
much for the local Fauna of his own district, but whose 
observations on the habits and physiology of many forms of 
marine animals are peculiarly valuable for their truthftil- 
ness and originality. 

That it is quite distinct from N. edulis^ the description I 
have given above sufficiently proves : and it is equally so 
from any of those, whether varieties or species, named by 
Bisso in his '^Crustaces des Environs de Nice.^'' The 
characters given by this author are, unfortunately, so 
vague, and the figures in the work just iiamed so bad, that 
it is frequently impossible to arrive at any tolerable cer- 
tainty as to the identity of the species described by him, or 
to ascertain whether the distinctions be specific or not. 



DECAPOD A. ALPHEADJE. 

MACROURJ. 



GENUS ATHANAS. Lbach. 

A8TACU6. Montagu. 

Palamon. Leach. 

Athanas. Leach, Latr., Roux, Edw. 

Generic Character, — External antenwB not longer than the 
body; the scale oval ; unidentate on the outer side at the apex. 
Internal antenwB with three filaments^ one shorter and thicker 
than the others. External pedipalpa short and slender. Fim 
pair of feet the largest, unequal, didactyle: second pair very 
small, filiform; the wrist long and multi-articulate; the hand 
minutely didactyle: the remaining pairs simple. Carapace ter- 
minating in a simple rostrum. Abdomen even ; the external plates 
of the tail trans versly divided. 

Of this genus one species only is known. It possesses 
the peculiarity which is found most strongly marked in the 
Astacidae, the transverse division of the external lamina of 
the tail ; a character which also obtains in a less marked 
degree in Nika^ and some other genera of the Alphbad^s. 
It differs from all others of the family in having three 
filaments to the internal antennse, and from the Pal^bmo- 
NiDJB in the simple form of the rostrum and other cha- 
racters. 
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DECAPODA. 

MACROURA, 



ALPHEADJE, 





<« 



Caneer (Attaau) mieacena, 
Paimnum ^ 

Aikamaa 



» 



Montagu, MSS.^— Lsach. 

LiAcu, Edin. Encyd. VII. p. 401. 

Id., p. 432.— Tnins. Lin. Soc. XI. p. 349.— 
Edcjc Brit Sappl. I. p. 421.— Mai. Brit, t 
xUt. — Edw. Hist des Cnut II. p. 366. 



Thb carapace in thifi remarkable little creature is very 
smooth, narrowed anteriorly; the rostrum about half its 
length, and not extending backwards in a ridge, perfectly 
simple and pointed. The external antennse have a cylindri- 
cal peduncle about as long as the scale ; the latter is nearly 
oval, hairy on the inner and anterior margin, and with a 
little tooth on the anterior and outer angle. The internal 
antennae have a thick rounded peduncle, terminating in 
three filaments, the shortest of which is not much more 
than one-third the length of the longest, and much thicker. 
The first pair of legs is large and robust in proportion to 
the size of the animal, and the hand is particularly so : the 
second pair is very slender; the wrist formed of several 
joints ; the hand very minute and didactyle. The remain- 
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ing pairs are slender and simple. The abdomen is evenly 
rounded and smooth. The outer plate of the tail trans- 
versely divided about on^third from the extremity. In its 
general aspect it resembles a very young Agtaeus. 

The length of Dr. Leach''s specimens is rather more than 
half an inch. 

Colour light buff t 

The discovery of this species is due to Montagu, who 
sent it to Dr. Leach, under the name of *^ Cancer {Asiaeus) 
nitescens,^ The latter author states that " it is occasion- 
ally found in pools left by the tide amongst the rocks on 
the coasts of Devon and Cornwall.'*^ It cannot, however, 
be otherwise than rare in that locality, as Mr. Couch does 
not introduce it in his " Cornish Fauna.'*'' Mr .W. Thomp- 
son thus records its occurrence on the Irish coast : — ^^ A 
single specimen was found under a stone, between tide- 
marks, at Lahinch, county Clare, by Mr. E. Forbes and 
myself, in July, 1 840.**^ These are the only authentic notices 
of its existence on the British islands that I am acquainted 
with. Dr. Milne-Edwards mentions its inhabiting the 
coast of France, but gives no particulars. 

The following figure represents one of a series of speci- 
mens in the British Museum collection, from Plymouth 
Sound, remarkable for the large size of the first leg on the 
right hand side of the body. 




DEC APOD A. PALjEMONIDjE. 

MACROURA. 



GENUS HIPPOLYTE. 



Cancxr. 


0. Fabr. 


Palamon. 


OliTier. 


Alphius. 


Lamarck, Risso, Sabine. 


HiPPOLYTB. 


Leach, Desmar., Rous, Edw. 



Generic Character, — External antenna placed beneath the 
internal ; the scale externally unidentate. Internal antenms 
terminating in two filaments : the superior thick, strongly ciliated, 
and excavated beneath ; the inferior slender and setaceous. Ex- 
temal pedipalpa slender and pediform. First pair of feel short, 
equal, didactyle : second pair long, unequal, minutely didactyle ; 
the wrist many-jointed : remaining pairs simple. Carapace fur- 
nished with a deep rostrum, the carina of which extends over 
a considerable portion of the median line of the carapace. Abdo- 
men abruptly bent downwards at the third segment, which is 
gibbous, and produced posteriorly. 

Of this genus, which was first established by Leach, 
there are several species inhabiting our coast. They 
may be at once distinguished from all other Palamonidtt 
by the peculiar character of one filament of the internal 
antennsB) which is broad and excavated in its inferior sur- 
face. The rostrum is very deep in most species, and the 
wrist multi-articulate in all. The abrupt curvature of the 
abdomen varies considerably in the different species. 



PAL£MONID^. 



PAtJEMONIDM. 




SOWEBBY'S HIPPOLYTE. 

Hippolyte apinvi. 

Sptdfic Ciaraettr, — Rottnun uileriorij tiuncate, eileoding baekwacdi marlj- 
to the pMterior margin of cbe fTmpmfi deep, muiy-hHtlied abon ; Ihe taeth, on 
the portion *itii&t«d on the carapace, which an three or iour, larger than theae on 
the eiierted portion. Tooth of the tcale of the external anteimn lenninal; 
bread filament of the internal antennn bent upward* al right an^ei la the 
pedonde. 

CaKXT ipiMay SowRHB. Brit. MiK. t. iii. 

Alplieu „ Lbaca, EdinbL Encjc. VII. 431.— Trana. of Lin. Soc. 

XI. p. 347.— Encyc. Brit. Sopp. 1. 431. 
Nippoljib Soaai^ LiAca, Malac. Brit t. mix. — Dssmah. Coniid. mr lea 

CnuL p. 223, t. xipi. f. I.— Edw. Hiat. dee Cnut. 

II. p. 380. 

The carapace in this epecies is furoished with a strong 
and deep rostrum, the ridge of which riees ahnost at the 
posterior edge, and has abont four strong and large teeth 
on that portion which belongs to the carapace, and several 
smaller ones on the exserted portion, which decrease in 
size towards the apex; the exserted portion is Tery deep, 
tenoinating in a sharp tooth ; the inferior edge with two 
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teeth, of which the anterior is almost as forward as the 
apex, from which it is separated by a broad notch, which is 
minutely toothed. There are also two teeth above each 
orbit, and others on the margin of the carapace. The 
scale of the external antennsB extends beyond the rostrum, 
and has a strong tooth on the anterior and outer margin. 
Terminal filaments of the internal antennae very short, the 
thicker one bent abruptly upwards at right angles to its 
peduncle. Anterior feet not extending beyond the scale 
of the external antennae ; the hands robust and rounded. 
The second pair longer than the third, with the wrist 
divided into about six distinct articulations. The abdo- 
men is very gibbous, the third segment being strongly 
carinated, the carina terminating in a strong posterior 
tooth, standing over the middle of the fourth segment. 
Middle scale of the tail with four pairs of small spines 
above. 

Length about one inch and a half. 

I have thought it right to restore the specific name 
given by Mr. Sowerby to this remarkable species, which 
Leach adopted on no less than three occasions, and after- 
wards altered without any sufficient reason. It is the 
largest of our British species of Hippolyte. It is exclu- 
sively a northern species, being found, according to Dr. 
Milne-Edwards, in the seas of Iceland and Greenland. 
Mr. Sowerby first described it from a specimen found 
on the Scottish coast : the one figured by Dr. Leach 
was obtained at Newhaven, in the Frith of Forth. I 
have two fine and perfect specimens^ which were kindly 
given to me by Mr. M^Andrew, who procured them by 
dredging in deep water off the Isle of Man. It is 
not yet recorded as having been taken on the Irish 
coast. 
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DECAPOD A. 
MACROUXA. 



PAL/RMONIDJE. 




VARYING HIPPOLYTE. 
Hippolyte varians. Leach. 

Specific Character, — RMtrum straight, acvmiDate above, with a ipine near the 
basCi and another at the apex ; beneath with a sharp two-toothed carina. Anten- 
nal scale with the external tooth one-third from the extremity ; internal antennae 
with the thick filament only slightly curved. 

Hippolyte vartans^ Lbach, Edinb. Encycl. VIII. p. 432.^TranB. Lin. Soc. XI. 

p. 347.— Encyc Brit Siipp. I. p. 421.~MaUc. Brit t 
xxxviii. f. 6-16.— Ed w. Hist. Crust II. p. 371. 

The carapace is less gibbons in this than in most other 
species, although more so than H, pandaliformisy now 
first described ; it is terminated by a straight and elon- 
gated rostrum, which has on its upper side a tooth near 
the base, and a very small one near the apex; beneath 
there is a short carina^ which has two teeth : there is also a 
small tooth on each side of the base of the rostrum, just over 
the inner edge of the orbit. The scale of the external antennse 
is large, and a little longer than the rostrum ; its external 
tooth is placed at the distance of about one-third from the 
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extremity. The thicker filament of the internal antennse 
is of moderate size, and is but slightly curved, instead of 
being abruptly bent at right angles, as in H. spintis and 
some other species. The external pedipalps are of mode- 
rate length; the terminal joint short, flattened, rounded, 
hairy, and furnished with minute spines on its inner 
margin. The first pair of feet very short, rather thick; 
the second pair shorter than the third, and the wrist with 
not more than three or four joints. Abdomen less gib- 
bous than in some species, as ff. Spinus and H. Cranchii. 
Middle plate of the tail with two pairs of small spines. 

Length about three-quarters of an inch. 

The usual colour is a beautiful clear green ; but, as Dr. 
Leach states, ^' it is very variable in colour, occurring with 
every shade of green, and of every tint between reddish 
and liver-brown.'*' 

This is the most abundant of all our species of Hippolytey 
though probably not the most extensively distributed. 
*' It is found,'' says Dr. Leach, " in profusion in pools 
amongst the rocks on the south-western coast of Devon 
and Cornwall." It is common all along that coast, and as 
far as Poole Harbour in Dorsetshire ; and, although it is 
not mentioned by Mr. Couch in his Cornish Fauna, I have 
received specimens of it &om that gentleman from Pol- 
perro. It has been found extensively round the Irish 
coast. Mr. W. Thompson says, ^' It has been taken 
commonly by Mr. Hyndman and myself in the rock pools 
accessible at low-water throughout the Down coast, and 
has been dredged by us in deep water on the north-east 
coast, and in Killery Bay, Connemara. Mr. B. Ball has 
specimens from the shores about Dublin." 

It is a beautiAil and elegant species, but loses its lovely 
green colour soon after death. 
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the marginal tooth is terminal. Internal antennse with 
the thicker filament very slightly curved. Anterior feet 
extending forwards a little beyond the antennal scale; 
second pair with the wrist long, and formed of six articu- 
lations. The junction of the thorax and abdomen is 
very gibbous, the process on the posterior margin of the 
third segment rounded* and but little prominent. The 
middle portion of the tail has four pairs of extremely 
minute teeth, so small as to be discerned with difiiculty. 

Length about three-quarters of an inch. 

This little species, which is about the size of ^. varians^ 
may be at once distinguished from it by the thicker thorax, 
the more gibbous abdomen, the strong line of demarcation 
between those two parts, and especially by the form of the 
rostrum. It is a widely extended species, and in some 
parts abundant. It was taken first by Mr. Granch, and 
afterwards by Mr. Prideaux, in the Kingsbridge estuary ; 
it is also admitted into Mr. Couch's Cornish Fauna. I have 
received it from Torbay, and from Salcombe Bay, through 
the kindness of Mrs. Griffiths and Mr. Alder: it was 
dredged at Poole by my relative, Mr. Henry Salter; and 
I have specimens taken by Professor Forbes and Mr. 
M 'Andrew in Loch Fyne. Mr. Wm. Thompson gives it 
as an Irish species, only on the authority of a specimen in 
the collection of Mr. Vaughan Thompson : it is exceed- 
ingly probable, however, that it will be again found on 
the coasts of Ireland, as it has so extensive a range on 
those of England and Scotland. 



DBCAPODA. ALPHEADM. 

MACROURA. 



GENUS ATHANAS. Leach. 

AsTACUB. MontagiL 

Paljimon. Leach. 

Athanab. Leach, La.tr., Ronx, Edw. 

Generic Character. — External antenwB not longer than the 
hody; the scale oval ; unidentate on the outer side at the apex. 
Internal antenmB with three filaments^ one shorter and thicker 
than the others. External pedipalpe short and slender. Fint 
pair of feet the largest, unequal, didactyie: second pair yeiy 
small, filiform; the wrist long and multi-articulate; the hand 
minutely didactyie: the remaining pairs simple. Carapace ter- 
minating in a simple rostrum. Abdomen eyen ; the external plates 
of the tail transyersly diyided. 

Of this genus one species only is known. It possesses 
the peculiarity which is found most strongly marked in the 
Astacid», the transyerse diyision of the external lamina of 
the tail ; a character which also obtains in a less marked 
degree in Nika^ and some other genera of the AuPHSADiB. 
It differs from all others of the family in haying three 
filaments to the internal antennse, and from the Palamo- 
NiDiE in the simple form of the rostrum and other cha- 
racters. 
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MACROURA. 



ALPHEADJE, 





Athancu nitescens. 



*' Cb«oer {Attaaa) niietoeM, 
PaUtnuM „ 

Atkimu 



99 



Montagu, MSS.**— Lbach. 

Lbach, EdixL EncycL VII. p. 401. 

Id., p. 432.— TrenB. Lin. Soc. XI. p. 349.— 
Encyc Brit. Snppl. I. p. 421. — MaL Brit t 
xliy. — Edw. Hist des Cnut II. p. 366. 



The carapace in this remarkable little creature is very 
smooth, narrowed anteriorly; the rostrum about half its 
length, and not extending backwards in a ridge, perfectly 
simple and pointed. The external antennae have a cylindri- 
cal peduncle about as long as the scale ; the latter is nearly 
oval, hairy on the inner and anterior margin, and with a 
little tooth on the anterior and outer angle. The internal 
antennae have a thick rounded peduncle, terminating in 
three filaments, the shortest of which is not much more 
than one-third the length of the longest, and much thicker. 
The first pair of legs is large and robust in proportion to 
the size of the animal, and the hand is particularly so : the 
second pair is very slender; the wrist formed of several 
joints ; the hand very minute and didactyle. The remain- 
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DEC APOD A . PA LJEMONIDJE. 

MACROVRA. 






PRIDEAUX'S HIPPOLYTE. 
Hippolyte Prideauxiana. Leach. 

Sftecifie Character. — Rostram quite ■tmight, acuminate, above unarmed, beneath 
with one or two teeth on the anterior portion. 

Hippolyte Prideauxtana, Lbach, Mai. Brit t. zzviii. f. 1.3, 4, 5. 

^, „ vor., Edw. Hist. des. Crust. II. p. 372. 

„ Moorii^ Leach, 1. c. f. 2 — Edw. 1. c. 

This little species very much resembles ff. wirians ; it 
differs from that species, however, in the form of the ros- 
trum, which is of more equal breadth throughout the prin- 
cipal part of its length, in the absence of any tooth on 
its upper side and of the deep carina on the lower. 

I have thought it right to include the animals defined 
by Dr. Leach under the above specific names, as one spe- 
cies, being unable to find any distinctive characters of 
sufficient importance to warrant their separation. I have, 
therefore, taken Prideauxiana as the normal form, and as 
having the priority in nomenclature ; and have given 
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Moorii merely as a variety — a view which Dr. Edwards 
had already taken \o hie " History of GruBtacea," although 
it still remains to be proved which of the two forms of 
rostrom is, on account of the comparative frequency of 
occurrence, to be considered as normal. 

The wrist of the second pair of legs has only two short 
and one long articulation ; the abdomen is remarkably bent 
at the third segment. The whole animal is smaller than 
B. variant, and of a reddish brown colour. 

This is certainly a very rare species, and is not mentioned 
in Mr. Thompson's Irish Fauna, nor in that of Cornwall 
by Mr. Couch, I have received it, however, from the 
neighbouring coast of Devonshire. 

The vignette below appears to be a representation of the 
Common Shrimp {Crangon vulgaris), and was taken from 
a tesselated pavement discovered at Cirencester in 1783. 
( VetUBt. Mm. vol. ii.) 
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DECA POD A . PA LJRMONIDjE, 

MACROURA. 




Hippolyte pandaliformis, Mihi . 

Sp^jic Character, — HostraiQ extending beyond the scale of the antennae, nearly 
■traight, slightly turned upwards, with seven teeth on the upper and three on the 
lower edge ; thicker filament of the internal antennae moderately curved. 

The carapace in this species is evenly rounded, with a 
slight carina on the anterior third, passing into the ros- 
trum, which is nearlj straight, but a little turned upwards 
towards the extremity, and extending beyond the an- 
tennal scale ; it is furnished above with seven acute teeth, 
of which three are on the carina of the carapace, and 
the remainder on the free portion ; beneath are three 
similar teeth, and the apex is bifid, the upper point pro- 
jecting beyond the lower. The eyes are remarkably large, 
as in Pandalus awnulicomis. The external antennae have 
the long filament longer than the body ; the scale is rather 
narrow, particularly anteriorly, with long cilia on the outer 
edge, and externally a small tooth near the extremity. 
The thick filament of the internal antennse is of moderate 
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size and slightly curved ; the external pedipalps slender 
and pediform ; the anterior pair of feet about two-thirds 
the length of the second ; the wrist of the latter six-jointed, 
the third joint about twice the length of each of the 
others ; the remaining legs long and slender. The abdo- 
men is more slender than in any other species of Hippolyte 
with which I am acquainted ; the terminal joint narrow 
and acutely pointed. 

Total length an inch and a half. 

The resemblance of this species to Pandalus annulicomia 
is so remarkable, that I have given it a specific name in 
accordance with that relation, in order to record its pro- 
bable situation as leading from the normal forms of the 
genus towards Pandalus. It is strikingly abnormal as 
regards its own genus. The general slendemess of the 
whole body, the even form of the carapace, the length and 
form of the rostrum, the length of the legs and antenns, 
all exhibit a marked tendency in the direction alluded to. 
It is, however, in all its essential characters, a true ffip- 
polyU. 

This constitutes another interesting addition to our native 
Crustacea, which we owe to the labours of Mr. M'Andrew 
and Professor Forbes, by whom it was dredged in Loch 
Fyne, at a depth of about twenty fathoms. 

I have two specimens, for which I am indebted to those 
gentlemen, and this is the only instance in which its 
occurrence has been recorded. 



I) EC A POD A, • PALJEMONIDAZ. 

MACROURA. 



GENUS PANDALUS, Lkach. 



ASTACUB. 


Fabr. 


Palamun. 


Risso. 


PONTOPHILUS. 


Id. 


Pandalus. 


Leach, Latr., Edw. 



Generic character, — External anienna longer than the body, the 
antennal scale unidentate on the outer mai^. Internal antennce 
with two filaments^ the external one thicker ; basal joint of the 
peduncle hollowed above for the lodgment of the eyes. External 
pedipalps slender, pediform. First pair of feet slender, shorter 
than the others ; the terminal joint styliform, simple ; second pair 
filiform, didactyle^ unequal; one much longer and more slender 
than the other, both with the wrist and arm multiarticulate ; third, 
fourth, and fifth pairs of feet, slender, slightly diminishing in 
length. Carapace armed with a long rostrum, the carina of which 
extends half way to the posterior margin of the carapace, the 
rostrum curved upwards, and denticulate above and below. Abdo- 
men with the third joint gibbous, the upper and posterior margin 
produced backwards. 

I HAVE always considered this genus as affording a dis-. 
tinct passage from the genus Hippolyte to Palamon ; a view 
of its relations, which has received an important confirmation 
in the discovery of the ff. pandaliformis^ which may be 
considered as the osculant species on that side. Like 
Hippolyte it has but two filaments to the internal antennae 
and the carpus multi-articulate ; so that, in fact, it resem- 
bles that genus in its essential characters even more nearly 
than Paloffion. 



FANDULUS 



PALMMOSIDX, 




Pandaiut annulicornie. Leach. 



Sptcifie Otanwtar. — Rmtnun the length aC the carapace ; anterior halT without 
teeth aboTC, excepting ■ amall one cIdh la the apei. 

Pami^ai Mmalieanui. LiACH, Malac Brit. L xL— Lath. Encycl. Meth. — 

LiM. Anim. nni rert. V. p> 203. — Edw. HiaL dei 
CnuL II. p. 384. 

The carapace of Pandaliu annuHcomU reaemLles strongly 
that of the genus Palamon. The roatnim, as in that genus, 
is very long ; it is considerably tnmed upwards towards its 
extremity ; the carina commences ahoat half-way towards 
the posterior margin of the carapace, and it is finely toothed 
to Dearly half of the free portion of the rostmm, the re- 
mainder being withont teeth above, excepting a minute one 
just above the apex ; beneath, it has five distinct teeth. 
The eyes are remarkably large. The external antenna 
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have very long filaments, which are marked with alternate 
rings of dark and light colour through their whole length ; 
the base cylindrical, and the scale diminishing in breadth 
forwards, with a small tooth on the exterior margin at the 
extremity. The internal antennse have but two filaments, 
the external of which is the thicker ; the base is hollowed 
to receive the eyes, and there is, at the anterior margin of 
this excavation, a fringe of hairs, which covers the inferior 
part of the eyes, and afibrds them protection. The ex- 
ternal pedipalps have the basal joint hollowed above the 
terminal joint, furnished with stifi^ hairs and small spines. 
The anterior feet are simple, slightly curved, the basal 
joint cylindrical, the remainder styliform, and acute at the 
termination. The second pair of feet are of very unequal 
length and size; one being very slender, very long, the 
wrist and arm multi-articulate, the didactyle hand very 
minute ; the other thicker, shorter, likewise didactyle, and 
with the arm and wrist multi-articulate ; the remaining 
feet nearly of equal length, and simple ; the terminal joint 
furnished with a row of spines beneath. The abdomen 
resembles that of Hippolyte in the gibbous form of the 
third segment ; the centre piece of the tail has three pairs 
of small teeth on its anterior half. 

The usual length is from two inches to two inches and 
a half. 

It is of a reddish grey colour, curiously dotted and marked 
with deeper red. 

At first sight this species may be readily mistaken for a 
common prawn ; but a closer examination will shew that 
its structural relations are much nearer to Hippolyte than 
to Palamon. Its distinction from the prawn appears to 
have struck several persons about the same time. It 
was first discovered, according to Dr. Leach, by the 
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Bev. Dr. Fleming, in Zetland, and in St. Andrew^s Bay, 
Scotland ; it was also observed by Montagu on the coast 
of Devon ; and by Mrs. Dawson Turner, who noticed it at 
Yarmouth, and pointed it out to Mr. J. D. G. Sowerby 
as distinct from the common prawn. '^ It is used,^ says 
Dr. Leach, '^ at Yarmouth as an article of food ; and 
is at that place so much esteemed for the table, as to 
afford constant employment during the summer season to 
several fishermen, who take it in abundance at a consider- 
able distance from the shore, and name it from that 
circumstance the sea-shrimp.'''' 

The extent of the range of this species is very remark- 
able. Dr. Milne Edwards mentions its being an inhabitant 
of Iceland. We see above that Dr. Fleming obtained it at 
Zetland ; I have specimens taken by Mr. M^Andrew and 
Professor Forbes about the same locality; and it is found 
commonly on the southern coasts of England. Mr. Couch 
admits it into his Cornish Fauna, and gives it the ex- 
pressive name of " ^sop-shrimp ^^ (another proof of its 
affinity to Hippolyte). I have specimens from Poole 
Harbour, in Dorsetshire, and on the Norfolk coast it is 
constantly taken and sold as a '^ prawn .^^ I have occa- 
sionally known it brought to the London markets, where, 
however, it is usually seen of small size. As an Irish 
species, it is stated to occur in Mr. J. Vaughan Thompson'^s 
collection; and Mr. William Thompson adds, — '^ It has been 
taken commonly by Mr. Hyndman and myself in the rock 
pools accessible at low water throughout the Down coast, 
and has been dredged by us in deep water on the north- 
east coast, and in Killery Bay, Connemara. Mr. B. Ball 
has specimens from the shores about Dublin.'*'' 



DECAPODJ, PALjEMONW.fL. 

MACROURA, 



GENUS PAL^MON. Fabr. 

AftTACus. Pennant. 

Paljimon. Fabr., Latr., Lam., Leach, Edw. 

Genet'ic character. — External aniennce placed beneath, and a 
little to the outer tide of the internal ; the lamelliform palp veiy 
large, nearly oval, rounded and ciliate at the apex and armed with 
a spine near the extremity of the outer maigin. Intemal an^ 
tenncB inserted above the external ; the first joint of the peduncle 
very laige, depressed, excavated on its upper side to receive the 
eyes, and armed on the outer side with a strong spine; the two 
following joints large and cylindrical, the last bearing three setss 
of which two are very long, and the other very short and curved. 
ExtemcU pedipalps of moderate length, pediform, slender, teiminat- 
ing in a slightly curved nail. First pair of feet very small and 
slender ; hand didactyle : second pair also didactyle, much larger 
than the former; the remaining pairs simple, monodactyle. Cara- 
pace of moderate size, broad, terminating in a long, laterally flat- 
tened rostrum, which extends usually beyond the peduncles of 
the antennae. Eyes large and projecting. Abdomen large, dimi- 
nishing regularly towards the tail, and rounded on the upper 
surface ; the terminal segment, which forms the middle portion 
of the tail, triangular. Abdominal false feet very lai^e ; 
those of the first pair furnished with a large ciliated scale, and 
a much smaller one ; the others with two scales, which are also 
distinctly ciliated. 

Although most of the species of this geuus are of 
moderate size, there are some inhabiting the tropical re- 
gions which may almost rival the larger Astacida, The 
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PaiamtM Oaranut, for instance, sometimes reaches to nearly 
a foot in length, and P. Jamaic«M%» is nearly as large. 
The common prawn, P. lerratua, is the species best known 
and most esteemed in onr climate ; but a very carefiil 
examination of all the means within my reach, has es- 
tablished in my mind, very satisiactorily, the existence of 
fonr distinct British species of Palamon, forming one ad- 
ditional to those before defined. 




PALAHONIDA 



PALJEMOmDM. 




COMMON PRAWN. 

Palamon strratw. 

t^ncific Ciaradm', — Rutmm iiunduig considenblj' beyond the intoniul 
■cale ; lumed npirudi uitcriorir ; bifid at tlia •itieniitj' ; above, ormed witb 
lercQ or eigbt iHtb, the imterior tbird nnuiDGd ; beneath, with fire ot hi 

Aitacui Krraiat, PiMN. Bril. ZwL IV. t. iri. C 28, p. 19. 



Palame 






Hbi 



r. II. 



Latk. Oen. Cmal. I 



— LlACH, Edin. Encyel. 



„ arrrvUiH. VnSK. Supp. p. 604 — Lbach, Troni. Linn. Soc. XI. 

34e.— Mai. Brit. XXIV. %. iliiL f. 1-10.— Edw. 
Hilt. Nat. dea Cnut, II. p. 3B9. 

The carapace of the common prawn is even, rouDded, and 
tiimidhed anteriorly with two points, one above and the 
other bBiienth the pedancle of the exteroal antenns ; the 
roRtrum ia of great len^h, the anterior half ascending ; 
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above armed with seven or eight teeth (usually seven, 
rarely six), which are confined to the posterior portion, the 
anterior third being slender and unarmed ; the extremity 
bifid, the inferior point being the longer ; beneath armed 
with four or five teeth (usually five). The eyes are large 
and round. Of the three filaments of the internal (supe- 
rior) antennae, the shortest scarcely extends to the ex- 
tremity of the rostrum ; the others are more than twice 
as long. The external antennas are very long, being 
half as long again as the animal from the tail to the 
extremity of the rostrum ; the scale with the sides nearly 
parallel, anteriorly and posteriorly obliquely truncate, 
forming a long rhomboid ; the inner edge furnished with 
long hairs. The first pair of feet very slender, ordinarily 
bent upon itself; the hand and fingers together not nearly 
as long as the wrist ; the second pair extend forwards to 
the end of the rostrum ; the hand rounded, elongate ; the 
fingers slender, as long as the hand ; the hand and fingers 
together twice as long as the wrist ; the remaining pairs 
slender and simple. The abdoniinal false feet very long ; 
the terminal joint of the abdouien narrowed forwards, with 
two long slender terminal teeth, and two pairs of small 
teeth on the sides. Caudal laminsB fornished with long 
hairs on the terminal margin. 

Ordinary length upwards of four inches. 

Colour bright grey, spotted and lined with darker purplish 

This species, which is so well luiown as a favourite and 
delicate article of food, is found in vast numbers on all the 
coasts of this island. It appears from various accounts that 
it approaches the shore in its young state, and multitudes 
of them are taken in shrimp-nets, and sold as shrimps on 
some parts of the coast. I found that at Bognor the 
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fishennen consider them, when young, as a distinct species, 
and assert that, at certain seasons, thej drive the trae 
prawns from their ordinary place of resort. The pro- 
bability is that at the season when the yonng ones hare 
arrived at a certain size, they separate themselves from the 
older ones, which at that period of the year retire further 
from the shore. At Poole I have found the young ones of 
this species associated with two other species of PcUamon, 
and the three are ordinarily sold there under the name of 
^* cup-shrimps,^ being measured in small cups, instead of 
being sold by tale, as they are when larger. When of 
middle size they still retain the name of shrimps at that 
place, and are only called prawns when they acquire larger 
dimensions. 

In the adult condition they frequent rocky parts of the 
coast, delighting in still transparent water, where they may 
be seen in numerous companies, disporting, in the most 
elegant and beautiful manner, amongst the long fuci which 
wave in the tide. 

Prawns are sometimes taken in bag-nets, suspended from 
a circular ring of iron, at the end of a pole ; but in many 
parts, the finest are caught in pots, resembling lobster-pots, 
but smaller, and made of a closer fabric. At Bognor I 
found that besides the baited pots or traps, each fisherman 
had a store-pot, into which he transferred the prawns, when 
he went his round of the baited pots, and kept them there 
until they were wanted. 

They are found with the ovaries filled with spawn, and 
with the abdominal false feet loaded with excluded spawn 
at all seasons of the year. They are chiefly obtained 
for the London markets off the Isle of Wight and Hamp- 
shire coast ; but they are much deteriorated by the time 
which elapses after their capture, before they can be pro- 
cured in the metropolis. 
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DECAPOD A, 
MACROURA. 
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PALJEMONIDJE, 




Palamon Squilla. Fabr. 



Spec^ Ckarader. — Rostrum nearly straight ; the apex emaiginate ; abore with 
•even or eight teeth, of which two are od the carapace, and the third immediately 
aboye the ocular notch ; beneath with three teeth. 



Caneer Squilla^ 
Agtacus „ 
PaUtmon „ 



Linn. Syit. Nat. I. 1051. 

Fabr. Ent. Syst. II. p. 485. 

Fabr. SuppL Ent. Syst. p. 408.— Latr. Hist, des 

Crust, et des Ins. VI. p. 257. — Lbach, Edinb. Enc. 

VII. p. 482.— Make. Brit t. xliil f. 11-18.— Edw. 

Hist, des Crust. IV. p. 890. — Couch, Com. Fann. 

p. 80. — W. Thompson, Crust, of Ireland. 



This species differs from the former in a few distinct, 
but, with one exception, not very tangible characters. The 
whole animal is much smaller, being not more than half the 
length ; the first pair of feet are shorter in proportion, and 
the second pair less robust. But it is in the rostrum that 
the principal and most obvious distinctive characters exist. 
This part is almost straight, having, however, a very slight 
curve upwards towards the extremity; it has seven or 
eight teeth on the upper side, and three on the under ; but 



306 PAL^MONID^. 

the number alone, although very constant, scarcely con- 
stitutes so true and certain a criterion as the fact that of 
the upper teeth two are invariably placed on the median 
line of the carapace, posterior to the base of the rostrum, 
and the third immediately over the margin of the ocular 
notch. The upper teeth are very acute, spiniform, and 
directed very much forwards. Those of the under side are 
broader at the base, triangular, and the posterior one 
slightly falcate. The apex of the rostrum is bifid, the 
inferior point being the longer. 

Of fourteen specimens examined I found the teeth on 
the upper and under side of the rostriim as follows : — Seven 
had f , five 1, one ^, and one Ij so that the normal number 
is i or f. 

The total length, from the rostrum to the tail inclusive, 
of the largest specimens I have examined, was two inches 
one line. 

This species is pretty widely distributed along our 
coasts. I have obtained it from Ireland through the kind- 
ness of Colonel Portlock ; and Mr. W. Thompson records 
it as common on the shore of Belfast Lough, in rock pools, 
on the Down coast, as well as in deep water. He also 
mentions having met w^ith it commonly in rock pools about 
Ballantrae, Ayrshire. It occurs on the Cornish and Devon- 
shire coast, but Mr. Couch considers it rare in the former 
county, although Dr. Leach mentions it as very abundant 
in the latter. At Poole, in Dorsetshire, it forms a con- 
siderable proportion of the ^^ cup-shrimps,^^ a name given 
there to the young prawns of three different species, which 
are sold by measure. 
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DfXAPOOA. 




PALMMONIDM. 


MACROUBA. 








Palamon Leaekii. 

Sptdfic dnraeter. — HoBtnim neulj itnighl, with five or ill teeth aboie, and 
thne beneath ; one oulj of the fonner litiuled behind the line of the acuUr 
nolch ; apu genenUj emaigiiute. 

AxoKoeT the smaller Palamontda found in Poole Har- 
bour, lo which I have already alluded as being sold there 
under the name of " cnp- shrimps," there are found a con- 
siderable number which differ materially in the fonn of 
the rostrum, as well as in the number of teeth with which 
it is furnished, from either of the species hitherto described. 
I haye thoaght right to describe it as a distinct species, 
which I cannot doubt to be correct. It differs from 
P. S^ilta ID the smaller number of the teeth in the 
upper crest of the rostrum, and in the fact that one of those 
teeth only is placed posterior to the ocular notcli. From 
P. variatu it is more obviously distinct. 

Of twenty specimens taken promiscuously, the number 
of teeth on the upper and under edges of the rostrum were 
as follows : — ten had |, seven J, two ^, and one had only 
two teeth beneath. The normal number, therefore, may 
be considered as |. 
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the Dumber alone, although very constant, scarcely con- 
stitutes so true and certain a criterion as the &ct that of 
the upper teeth two are invariably placed on the median 
line of the carapace, posterior to the base of the rostrum, 
and the third immediately over the margin of the ocular 
notch. The upper teeth are very acute, spiniform, and 
directed very much forwards. Those of the under side are 
broader at the base, triangular, and the posterior one 
slightly falcate. The apex of the rostrum is bifid, the 
inferior point being the longer. 

Of fourteen specimens examined I found the teeth on 
the upper and under side of the rostrtfm as follows : — Seven 
had f , five 1, one J, and one i, so that the normal number 
is i or ". 

The total length, from the rostrum to the tail inclusive, 
of the largest specimens I have examined, was two inches 
one line. 

This species is pretty widely distributed along our 
coasts. I have obtained it from Ireland through the kind- 
ness of Colonel Port lock ; and Mr. W. Thompson records 
it as common on the shore of Belfast Lough, in rock pools, 
on the Down coast, as well as in deep water. He also 
mentions having met with it commonly in rock pools about 
Ballantrae, Ayrshire. It occurs on the Cornish and Devon- 
shire coast, but Mr. Couch considers it rare in the former 
county, although Dr. Leach mentions it as very abundant 
in the latter. At Poole, in Dorsetshire, it forms a con- 
siderable proportion of the " cup-shrimps," a name given 
there to the young prawns of three different species, which 
are sold by measure. 
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PALiEMONlDiC. 



This species is less widely distributed, as &r as we can 
at present judge, than either of the former ones. It is, 
however, found on the Devonshire and Dorsetshire coast, 
and onwards as far as that of Norfolk. Mr. Couch does 
not include it in his Cornish Fauna. Mr. Thompson states 
that a few specimens have been taken in Belfast and 
Strangford Loughs, and I have received it myself from 
Ireland through the kindness of Col. Portlock. 

The vignette consists of several variations of the rostrum 
in three species of Palaemon. The first three on the left 
are of P. Squilla. The three in the middle belong to P. 
serratus^ and the three on the right to P, Leaehii. 




DECAPODA . PEXJEA DJE, 

MACROURA. 



GENUS PASIPHiEA. Sav. 

Alphsus. RisBo. 

Pasiphaa. SaWgny, Risso, Desmar. Lair. Leach, Edw. 

Generic character, — External antennae placed beneath the in- 
ternal ; the basal joint of the peduncle narrower than the succeed- 
ing one. Internal antennae with the peduncle slender^ and ter- 
minated by two filaments^ one of which is considerably longer than 
the other. External pedipalpe very long, slender, and pediform ; 
furnished at the base with a lamellar ciliated palp. First and se- 
cond pairs of legs didactyle, rather robust^ nearly of equal length ; 
the fingers slender and curved ; third, fourth, and fifth pain very 
slender, monodactyle^ the fourth pair the shortest. Carapace very 
much elongated^ compressed, narrowed anteriorly. Abdomen yeiy 
long, much compressed ; the fifth segment broad and squared at 
the lateral margin ; the sixth yery long ; the seyenth narrow and 
wedge-shaped ; the false fed, of the first segment with the filaments 
rudimentary, the others with two equal. 

The history of this remarkable genns has hitherto been 
involved in some obscurity. In the description of our 
species I have given some reasons for believing that as yet 
one species only is known. 



312 



PENilCADJC. 



DEC A POD A, 

MACROURA. 



PENMADJE 




Pasiphaa SivadOy Bisso. 

Specific character.— External caudal lamiiUB longer than the intemaly which 
are longer than the middle one. 

? AlpkeuM Sivado, Risso. Crust, de Nice. t. iii. f. 4. p. 93. — Dbsmar. Con- 

■id. BurlesCmit. p. 240. — Latr. Regn. Anim. deCur. 
IV. p. 99. 
? Panpkmt „ Risso, Hist. Nat. de TEur. Merid. V. p. 81.— Eow. 

Hist. Nat. des Crust. IV. p. 426. — Gusr. Iconog. du 
Reg. Anim. (Crust) t. xxii. f. 3. — Thompson, Ann. 
Nat Hist. V. p. 256. 
y, Savignii, Lbach, MSS. in Mus. Brit. — Eow. 1. c. p. 426. 
„ brcvirottriMf Edw. 1. c. p. 426. 

The general form of this remarkable species distiDguishes 
it at first sight from every other known Crustacean. The 
whole body is exceedingly compressed laterally, and the 
carapace elongated and somewhat attenuated forwards. 
There is scarcely a perceptible rostrum ; but immediately 
behind the anterior margin of the carapace, is a small 
triangular tooth, with the point turned forwards, and a 
similar one^ but smaller, on each side just above the origin 
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of the superior or internal antennae. The superior an- 
tennae have a cylindrical peduncle, the basal joint of which 
is hollowed for the lodgement of the eyes ; the filament is 
double. The external or inferior antennae are placed im- 
mediately beneath the former ; the peduncle is cylindrical, 
terminating in two filaments, one of which is about as long 
as the body, the other extremely short ; the lamina or 
scale is narrow-ovate, and ciliated along the inner margin. 
The eyes are much larger than their peduncles. The ex- 
ternal pedipalps are long, slender, and pediform, each fur- 
nished with a long palp which is a little thicker than it 
and about half its length. The first pair of feet are rather 
more robust than the second, the hand thicker in the mid- 
dle, the fingers shorter than the hand, and curved at the 
points which are acute, and cross each other when closed ; 
the arm is furnished with a series of short remote teeth ; 
the second pair are ordinarily rather longer than the first, 
more slender, the fingers as long as the hand, and furnished 
along their prehensile edge with a dense series of short, 
stiff hairs. The third pair is extremely slender, filiform, 
and simple ; the fourth pair, by much the shortest, being 
not more than half the length of the fifth, the penultimate 
joint furnished on its inner margin with a brush of stiff 
hairs, and the terminal joint ciliated ; the fifth pair very 
long and slender, the terminal joint ovate, furnished with a 
lash of hairs of twice its length. The abdomen is very 
long and much compressed; the second segment broad 
and rounded ; the fifth broad and squared at the lateral 
margin ; the sixth remarkably long and narrowed ; the 
seyenth or central lamina of the tail very narrow and wedge- 
shaped. The external laminae of the tail are longer than 
the internal, which are intermediate in length between the 
former and the median lamina or seventh abdominal segment. 
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The abdominal false feet have two equal filaments, with the 
exception of the first pair, of which one of the filaments is 
extremely small or rudimentary* The eggs are remarkably 
large and not numerous. 

The colour of the Mediterranean species described by 
Bisso, and which I believe to be identical with this, is thus 
given by that author: — The body is white, slightly iri- 
descent, transparent, banded with red at every articulation ; 
the eyes black ; the antennae, pedipalps, and feet red, and 
the caudal scales dotted with the same colour. 

Total length of specimens from the Bristol Channel about 
three inches. 

I have already alluded to the obscurity in which this 
genus has been involved ; and which has arisen, in great 
measure, from the extremely erroneous figure given by 
Bisso in his ^' Histoire des Crustaces de Nice,^ &c. This 
figure in fact is so bad, that it affords no ground whatever 
for any determination of the species : it is indeed much to 
be regretted that in a work in which so many interesting 
species were first described, the figures are almost univer- 
sally so imperfect as to afford no specific character which 
can be at all depended upon. Savigny, in his masterly 
*' Memoires sur les Animaux sans Vertebres,^^ establishes 
the genus by name, but without any description, retaining 
the specific name of Sivado after Bisso. Leach, who ap- 
pears from some other circumstances to have been unac- 
quainted with Bisso ''s earlier work, gives to a specimen in 
the British Museum the name of P. 8amgn%% but he has 
not, as far as I am aware, published any account of it. 
Milne Edwards, upon the credit of Bisso^s figure, has con- 
sidered the Mediterranean species as distinct from the 
British ; and he has added a third species, which he calls 
P. Irevirostris. I do not think, however, that the cha- 
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racters by which this eminent carcinologist distinguishes 
the latter supposed species can be considered as constant, as 
I have seen British specimens which vary considerably in 
the degree of ciliation in the parts from which he deduces 
his distinctions. It is, finally, very evident that the figure 
of Guerin in his ** Monographic,'' imperfect and unsatis- 
factory as it is, and which he refers to P. Sivado^ belongs 
to our British species ; and the result of all these conside- 
rations in my mind, is the full conviction that we are at 
present acquainted with but one species of this genus : I 
have therefore retained Bisso's original specific name of 
Sivado, It now remains that I should state what is known 
about this species as a native of Britain. It appears pro- 
bable, from the following extract of a letter from Dr. Leach 
to Mr. Baker of Bridgewater, that the first British speci- 
men known was in the collection of Mr. Sowerby ; and it 
also appears from the same passage that Mr. Baker had 
himself sent another individual of this species to Dr. Leach 
with some other Crustacea and insects. Dr. Leach writes, 
^^ I cannot refrain from noticing two species which give me 
the most pleasure. The one is a species of the genus 
Pasiphaa of Savigny. I have seen a specimen of this genus 
in Mr. Sowerby's collection, and I believe it to be the same 
species.'' Subsequently Mr. Baker obtained several others, 
taken, I believe, in the Bristol Channel, which are now, 
through his kindness, in my possession, and I have lately 
received from Mr. M* Andrew, two individuals, a male 
and a female, taken by him in the Irish Channel, the 
latter having the ova excluded and attached to the ab- 
dominal false feet. It would appear by the following 
notice in the fifth vol. of the '^ Annals of Natural His- 
tory," by Mr. W. Thompson, that the specimen in the 
Britinh Museum was originally taken on the coast of Ire- 
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land. " Patiphaa Sivado. In the British Museum there is 
a specimen so named and labelled ' Ireland/ From the 
donor, the Rev. Jamea Bulwer, I learned that it was taken 
by him in the vicinity of Dublin." 

I have, for obvious reaoons, dwelt more at large than in 
a case of less difficulty would hare been neceassry, on the 
characters as well as the nomenclature of this species. It 
is now for others, who may have the opportunity, to com- 
pare Mediterranean with British specimens) in order to 
ascertain whether I am rij^t in couflidering them as all 
appertaining to one species. 




DECAPOD A, PEN MAD JE. 

MACROURA. 



GENUS PENiEUS. Fabr. 

Palamon. Oliv. 

PBNJSU8. Fabr. Bosc. Latr. Leach, Edw. 

Generic character, — External antennae about as long as the 
body, the scale slightly decreasing and rounded at the apex, ciliated 
on the inner margin. Internal antennas with the first articulation 
very broad, hollowed above, forming a cavity for the eyes ; the 
outer margin armed with a tooth, and the inner furnished with a 
lamellar and ciliated appendage ; the last two joints very short. 
The filaments of these antennie are double and generally very short 
External pedipcUps long, slender, and pediform, furnished at their 
base with a long, curved, ciliated appendage. Feet all with a small 
appendage at the base ; the Jirst three pairs didactyle, increasing 
in length from the first to the third. Carapace with a prominent 
median crest, extending into a long toothed rostrum. Eyes very 
large and round. Abdomen large and much compressed ; its pos- 
terior half carinated. False feet much enclosed by the lateral 
portions of the abdomen, terminating in two unequal ciliated 
plates. 

One species only of this genus has been found on our 
coasts. 



I'BNJKADX. 




Peiueug Caramote. Desmar. 



BisNU, Cruit. df Nice. p. 20. 

DiRHiR. Ci>n>idEr.iurl»Cnul. p. 22S.— RiBSO, Hiil. 
Nat. ae I'Kur. Mtr. V. p. £7.— Edw. Hiit. d» 



The carapace is large and Bomewhat ventricose; the 
rostrum extending to the peduncle of the internal antennae, 
armed above with Dumerous (about twelve) rather strong 
teeth, and beneath with one or two points only, the latter 
placed a little in front of the line of the eyes ; on each 
side of the rostrum is a crest, which is continued back- 
wards to near the margin of the carapace, thus forming 
a deep groove on each side of the median crest of the 
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rostram, the posterior portion of which is also traversed bj 
a third longitudinal groove. A strong tooth at the anterior 
margin of the carapace, above the insertion of the internal 
antennae, and at the outer and apper margin of the orbit, 
a smaller tooth at its inner side, and a third very small one 
at the posterior termination of a small lateral groove which 
passes backwards from the face of the second tooth. The 
eyes are roand and remarkably large. The inferior or in- 
ternal antennae have two extremely short filaments, shorter 
than the last two articulations of the peduncle. The scale 
of the external antennae is somewhat narrower and evenly 
rounded towards the extremity, and ciliated along its 
anterior and inner margin. The external pedipalps are 
pediform, gradually tapering to the extremity, and ter- 
minating in a small acute finger. The first three pairs 
of feet didactyle, increasing in length from the first to 
the third, which is rather the longest of the five. The 
hand of the first pair is the most robust, that of the second 
rather the longest : the fourth and fifth pairs are simple. 
The abdomen is much compressed, particularly posteriorly, 
and rises to an acute carina for the greater part of its length 
backwards. The fourth and fifth segments are notched on 
each side. The last segment, or medium portion of the 
tail, is long, narrow, triangular, acute, longitudinally 
grooved, furnished with a strong tooth on each side near 
the apex. 

The length of the British specimen, figured by Leach, 
from the rostrum to the extremity of the tail is not more 
than three and a half inches. Bisso gives five inches, 
and Milne Edwards seven as the length of those of the 
Mediterranean. 

I have felt compelled, upon careful examination, to con- 
sider the British species of Penaus^ to which Leach, pro- 
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bably from not having seen any Mediterranean Bpecim^i of 
P. caramote, gave the Dame of P. trtautcattu, aa identical 
with liiat to which the former aame has been given by 
Rondeletius, by Risso and Edwards. In this conclasioD I 
am borne oat by the opinion of the last-mentioned distin- 
guished nataraliet. Like some other of the Mediterra- 
nean species foDnd on our shores, it is very rare with os. 
Leach mentioDs bnt two specimens known to him, nor is it 
mentioned in any of the local Faunas either of England or 
Ireland. The two specimens known were both taken on 
the Welsh coast. 
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GENERA CUMA, Edw., ALAUNA and 
BODOTRIA, GooDsiR. 

In the 1 3th volame of the '' Annates des Sciences Natu- 
relles,^^ Dr. Milne Edwards described a small Crustacean 
under the name of Cuma Audouinii ; but in his '^ Natural 
Hist, of Crustacea,^^ he expresses his doubt whether this 
little animal be anything more than the larva of a deca^ 
podous form, and places it amongst other doubtful examples 
in an appendix. 

In 1843, however, Mr. Harry Goodsir published in the 
'^Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal,*" a very fiiU and 
clear description of this and two other species of Cuma^ 
and of two allied species which he considers as the types 
of two new genera, to which he gives the names respec- 
tively of Alauna and Bodotria. The whole of these I have 
ventured to consider provisionally as constituting a small 
family, probably belonging to the lower decapods, which 
appears also to be Mr. Goodsir^s own opinion, though 
expressed with doubt, in which doubt I entirely agree. 
This author satis&ctorily determined that they are per- 
fectly developed animals and not mere larvae. 

As I have never had an opportunity of seeing the ani- 
mals, I take the liberty of giving the whole of Mr. Good- 
sir^s account of this remarkable family, which is too concise 
to require or admit of condensation. 

Y 
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For the anatomical details I refer to the plates illas- 
trating the paper. 

'' During the Bummers of 1841 and 1842, 1 obtuned a num- 
ber of crustaceouB animals, which I arranged promiscuously under 
the genus Cuma of M. Edwards, it being my intention to publish 
them at that time under this arrangement. I waited, however, 
until it could be satisfactorily proved whether they were perfect 
animals, or, according to the suspicions of M. Edwards, merely the 
larvse of some Decapodous Crustacea. I have now satisfied 
myself that they are perfect animals, and at the same time have 
discovered the types of two new genera, which places the group 
in a still more interesting point of view. 

'' I have applied the name Bodotria to one of these genera, and 
Alauna to the other ; the former being the ancient name of the 
Firth of Forth, at the mouth of which all these animals were got ; 
and the latter, the ancient name of the river Forth. 

'' The latter of these genera {Alauna) may be the genus C<mdy^ 
lurus of Latreille, as I have never seen that author's description ; 
but whether it be so or not there cannot be any danger in applying 
the name Alauna^ as Condylurus had been previously used amongst 
the Mammalia. 

" As I had a greater number of specimens of the Cuma Edwardm 
than of any of the others, I have been enabled to make out the 
structure of that species with greater minuteness. 

*' These animals are very like small prawns in their general ap- 
pearance ; but they bear perhaps in this respect a greater likeness 
to the species of the genus Nebalia than to any other known Crus- 
taceans. 

" The shell is hard and brittle, cracking under pressure. All the 
species are of a pale straw colour. The thoracic portion of the 
body is lai^e and swollen ; it is composed of six segments ; the 
abdomen is longer ; and is composed of seven segments. 

" M. Edwards, in his Memoir on the genus Cutna, published in 
the 1 8th vol. of the Ann. des Sc. Nat., considers that the whole of 
the first and largest segment of the body constitutes the head. In 
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all the specimens which I have dissected, I have found a suture 
running across this segment^ immediately before the middle part of 
it ; this is observed very distinctly in the Cuma trispinosa, in the 
Bodotria arenosa, and also in the genus Alaurux, The first of 
these parts I consider to be the head ; the second part as the first 
thoracic s^pnent To the first we find attached the rostrum, eyes, 
antennsB, organs of the mouth, and footjaws four in number. The 
second part bears the first pair of true ambulatory legs ; these legs 
constitutmg (according to M. Edwards) the third pair of foot- 
jaws. 

" The second thoracic segment is quite obsolete in M. Edwards's 
species (Cuma Atidouinit) ; it is but slightly observed in the G. 
Edwardsii ; in the C. trispinosa, however, it becomes quite ap- 
parent, being of considerable breadth at the dorsal portion. In the 
Alauna roftrcUOf also, we find this s^pnent quite developed through- 
out its whole extent, and the second pair of thoracic legs arising 
firom it. 

'' These two thoracic segments (the first and second) bear the 
compound legs in the genera Cuma and Bodotria^ in which two 
genera the four following segments bear the four pairs of simple 
legs. In the genus Alaunoy however, we find a different arrange- 
ment, there being an equal number of simple and compound legs, 
three pairs of each. 

'' The eyes in this tribe of animals are exceedingly small ; they 
are pedunculated, but sessile,* and are placed very close together ; 
they are situated near the posterior part of the head, a short dis- 
tance behind the rostrum, and on the mesial line. They are covered 
by the shelly owing to which, and their proximity to one another, 
the animal is at first sight apt to be considered as monoculous. The 
rostrum is short and truncated in the genus Cuma ; is almost al- 
together awanting in Bodotria, but is well developed in Alauna, 
being of considerable length and pointed. 

" The antennas undergo considerable changes in the different 
genera of this tribe. In Cuma we find the superior antennse con- 

* Thii punge appean to be ineoniiitent The two great fiuniliet of Mala- 
cofltroca are esieiitiall j distmgnitlied firom each other by the eyes beiog lehtiTel j 
pednnciilated {Podopk&alma) or lettile (ftfruyxJUAo/na).— T. B. 

T 2 
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sisting of a single scale-like joint, aimed with a number of strong 
spines ; the inferior antennae are five-jointed, being in general veiy 
little longer than the rostrum. In Bodotria the superior antennse 
are altogether obsolete^ and the inferior antennss are very short. In 
Alauna, again, we find the antennse more developed; the superior 
consisting of a single-jointed peduncle, and a long multiarticulate 
filament which is covered with hairs. The inferior pair are eight 
or nine-jointed, and are somewhat larger than the rostrum. The 
organs of the mouth consist of one pair of maxill», three pain of 
mandibles, and two pairs of foot-jaws. These last organs will be 
found minutely described under Cuma Edwardeii, the species which 
I have been enabled to examine most minutely. 

" The true legs may be classed into compound and simple. The 
compound legs, as we have already stated, are four in number in 
the genera Cuma and Bodotria; but six in Alauna, The first, 
or compound legs, are divided into two parts, the anterior or am- 
bulatory, and the posterior or natatory. The simple legs are much 
shorter than the compound, and are more adapted for prehension ; 
but they are unarmed with claws, and are seldom used for this 
purpose. 

" The abdomen is moniliform, seven-jointed, in all the genera. 
The last joint is very small in the genera Ckuna and Bodotria ; 
but in Alauna we find this segment very much developed. All 
the genera have the sixth abdominal segment armed with a pair 
of long bifurcated styles. The genera Cuma and Alauna are quite 
firee of appendages to the other abdominal segments ; but in Bo- 
dotria we find that all the abdominal segments are armed with 
a pair of bifurcated appendages. 

" Owing to the opacity of the shell, I have not been able as yet 
to make out the minute parts of the anatomy of these animals. 
The intestinal canal consists of a long straight tube, considerably 
dilated as it passes through the thoracic portion of the body; when 
it reaches the abdominal portion it suddenly becomes much nar- 
rower. 

<*The anal aperture is found in the seventh abdominal seg- 
ment. 
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" The bmnchisB are situated on each side of the thorax, imme- 
diately above the insertions of the legs, and approach^ in their 
comb-like appearance, to those of the higher Crustacea. Interiorly, 
each of them is connected with the superior foot-jaws, and, except- 
ing that connection, lies apparently quite free in a sac formed by 
the reflection of a thin transparent membrane, which lines the 
internal surface of the thorax. The superior part of the branchisa 
consists of one continuous piece, which is bent in a hook-like man- 
ner at its posterior extremity ; the branchiae themselves arise from 
the inferior edge of this part, and are about sixteen or seventeen 
in number ; they are not laminated like those of the higher Crus- 
tacea, but consist of one large piece, which is apparently composed 
of a great number of cells. 

" The organs of generation are not apparent in the male, but in 
the female, and, especially when she is loaded with spawn, these 
oigans are at once perceptible. They are very similar in their 
structure and appearance to the same parts in the female Mysis, 
They consist of four scales, which arise from the inferior edge of 
the thoracic segments. These scales are of an irregular oval shape, 
concave internally, and convex externally, and they are overlapped 
by one another. The eggs are of considerable size, and of a bright 
straw colour. It is from the genus Cuma only that these obser- 
vations were taken in regard to the organs of generation. 

" When a portion of the skin, or shell rather, is placed under the 
microscope, it presents a very beautiful appearance ; it apparently 
consists of a great number of nuclei, arranged in some degree of 
order. These nuclei are stellated, and here and there larger nuclei 
may be observed, the edges of which are quite smooth. 

'' The structure of these animals is so peculiar, as to render the 
assignation (at present) of a proper place in a natural arrangement 
of the class, a point of very considerable difficulty. This arises in 
a great measure, without doubt, from our very limited knowledge 
of the class. I rather think, however, that they should be ranged 
among the lower Decapoda macroura. 
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GenuB CuMA (Edwards). 

GeMne C^komeiarf ^^-The fuperior antemuB an lingle-jomted, and tcale-like ; the 
inferior antennc are fiTe-jointed. The caudal ttylea haTe the doable terminai 
tcalet biarticulate, the Ust of which ii alwajri the thorteit. 



Cuma Edwardsii, mihi. 




C. — With the superior antennas rhomboidal ; with the ambulatory division of the 
first pair of legs, with the first joint hent at an obtuse angle ; with the thnmb- 
like process single-jointed, and with the last joints clavate. Length 4 lines. 
Hab. Frith of Forth. 

Description, — The whole animal is of a fine straw-colour, with a delicate tinge of 
pink, which is brighter in certain lights ; the shell is quite rough, which is 
caused by the great number of shallow foyess with which the whole surface is 
thickly coTered. This, and the following species, are perhaps the smallest of 
the genus ; at the same time, they are much thicker and singer in proportion 
to their sixe than the other species. The rostrum is short, thick, and suddenly- 
truncated obliquely. The antennae are minute ; the first or superior pair are 
almost obsolete ; they consist of one joint only, which is rhomboidal : the ex- 
tremity of each is armed with several strong but minute hairs or spines ; they 
arise from the truncated extremity of the rostrum. The inferior antennas 
arise from the inferior surfiice and base of the rostrum ; they are considerably 
laiiger than the superior pair ; they are fiye-jointed, the third joint being the 
longest, the fifth or last is extremely small, and is armed with three very strong 
pointed and articulated spines. These pair of antennae are somewhat longer 
than the rostrum. The footjaws are rather powerful, and have a great resem- 
blance to the following pairs of feet. The first, or superior pair, are the smallest ; 
the first joint is of considerable length, being equal to all the others combined ; 
it is rather bent and broad, and is armed at its distal extremity with two 
thumb-like processes or tubercles. Two very long and slender spines, which 
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are almogt as long as the foot-jaw itself arise from the middle part of this seg- 
ment ; the eztemal spine is free of spinnles altogether, but the internal is 
armed, on its external edge only, with a great number of articulated spinules. 
The second segment of this footjaw is yery short, and its posterior edge bears 
two very short articulated spines of equal length ; these spines are spiniferous. 
The third segment is almost equal in length to the first, and, like the second, 
also gi^es rise to nine or ten articulated and spiniferous spines. The fourth 
segment is small and rounded, being also armed on its posterior edge with sim- 
ple spines. The fifth segment is thumb-like, and spinous on its posterior edge. 

The eztemal pair of footjaws are much larger than the internal ; they are fire- 
jointed, and are aimed in the same way as the first pair, except that the ex- 
ternal edge of the first segment is armed at regular intervals with small tufts 
of Tery fine hairs ; the extremity of the second segment is also armed with a 
Tery long articulated and spiniferous spine. These two extremities just de- 
scribed are in general lying in such a way as to cover the oigans of the 
mouth. 

The first two pairs of legs are constantly concealed beneath the canpaoe when the 
animal is at rest, covering the footjaws and the organs of the mouth, and appear 
only to be used when the animal is swimming. The anterior or ambulatory 
dirision is five-jointed ; the first joint is about twice the length of all the others 
combined ; it is considerably bent and very broad ; its internal edge is armed 
at regular intervals with pennidllated tufts of hair ; the three following seg- 
ments are quite free of spines, but the last is armed at its extremity with a 
strong claw and two smaller spines. An articulated thumb-like and chelate 
joint arises from the extremity of the first segment, immediately internal 
to the last four segments. The natatory or posterior division of this leg is 
multiarticulate ; the fint two segments are longest, being equal in length to 
the first segment of the anterior division ; the remaining segments are mi- 
nute, about nine or ten in number, each of which gives ofTa verj long spiniferous 
setum, which is articulated at its distal half. The second thoracic leg of this 
species presents to us one of those beautiful and delicate structures which it is 
impossible either to describe or to delineate with even a remote degree of accu- 
racy. The ambulatory division is very long and slender, six'jointed ; the fint 
joint is long and very much flattened, but tapen from the middle towards its 
distal extremity, which is armed with a very long and pointed spine ; the fol- 
lowing joints are all equal to one another in length, except the last, which is 
minute. The natatoiy division of this leg is seven- or eight-jointed, and is 
equal in length to the first segment of the other division. The last five seg- 
ments are all armed with long articulated and spiniferous setae, which smaller 
spines are again spinulose. The four following pain of legs are simple, that 
is, they are merely ambulatory ; they are all six-jointed, and are very spiny. 
The segments of the body from which they arise are all ovoid, their dorsal edge 
being sharp and pointed. 
The abdominal portion of the body is long and slender, seven-jointed and moni- 
liform ; the last joint is minute, and lies between the caudal styles which arise 
from the extremity of the sixth segment ; these styles are of no great length 
in this species ; they are composed of three parts ; each style consists of a 
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kmg-ioiDUd pedniKlc, from tha diilal ■itramitf of whkb two Uutkoktad 
Kslea wiM ; tluM ioIm lie one iban tha otlicr. the Gnt Mgmcnt of Uw 
pedDDde i> •MMwhBl longer than the liith abdominal •egmml ; the fint Kg- 
ownU of the acale* are abonl half the length, and the laat Kgment about an«- 
fbnrth the LengUk of the peduncle; the inner ed^of the npenor Kalea ii aimed 
wilb ■ nnmber of long, poiolvd, and Mticakted ^ne*. The ipinn which ariK 
from the inner edge of the inferior icalei are more Dnmeroai ; the; are all 
bent, their poiati being tuned baekmrdi ; the conTci or antciior edges of all 
thcw (pinei ais very much Hiialed. 
I baie oamed thii ipeciea after M. Edwardi, the Ibmider of the geom. Mid the 
leading cnutaceologiit of the da;. 



Ctmta Audotiinii, EdwucU. 




C. — With the iQperior anlennn rer; (null i with the Gnt joint of the ambuli* 
tor; diTiuon of the lirtt pair of legi almoit bent at right angle* ; ihe teiminal 
joint* OTsI, and the thumb-like procen mnltiarticnUte. Long, four linei to Ere. 
Hab. Frith of Forth. 

DacriptuM. — Under camal obtervalioti thie apeciei i> vet; apt to be miitaken 
foi thai Ia>t deuribed, bat b; careful eiarainalion the difference ii fonnd to be 
Tery material. In ita general appesiwice, thii ipeciei reaemblei the Cmma 
Bdicardiii. Tha iint thoracic ugneDt, howerer, ii longer and not lo ratmded \ 
the rotlrum ia ■hortei and more pointed, and (heeyae are larger ; the flattened 
■urbco on the nde* of thii ipecie* i> not m decided. The lecond thondc 
Hgment ia more hid ; the third ii larger, oroid, and rounded ; the adjoined 



GENEBA CDMA, ALADNA, AND BODOTBIA. 



329 



icale projects backwards ; the fi>aiih segment is of the same shape as the third, 
bat not nearly so hirge ; the fifth ends in a sharp point, both superiorly and 
inferior! J ; the sixth thoracic segment is daTSte. The superior antennae are 
rery small, and scarcely to be distinguished from the rostrum. The inferior 
antennae are yery similar to those of the Ouma Edwardni, The footjaws are 
also similar in their structure to those of the last-described species ; the am- 
bolatory division of the first leg is fiTe-jointed ; the first joint is very much 
bent, and is of considerable breadth ; the two last joints are quite oval, and 
the hut nonchelate. The internal thumb-like process, instead of being com- 
posed of one joint only, as ia the last described species, consists of four or fire 
segments, which are all armed with short spiniferous and pointed spines ; the 
natatory portion of this leg is multiarticnlate, the extreme joints being very 
small, so as to place the long spiniferous setse Tery close to one another. 

The second pair of legs are yery short. The last four pairs of legs are similar in 
their structure to those of the last described species. The abdomen and caudal 
fins also bearing a similar resemblance. 

This species is apparently the Ouma Audommi of M. Edwards, but whether it is 
or not I cannot be quite certain. 



Cuma triapinosa, mihi. 




C— With the dorsal ridge of the carapace surmounted by three spines, with the 
ambulatory division of the first pair of legs extremely short, and with the second 
thoracic segment well developed. Long, eight lines. Hab. Frith of Forth. 

/XMcnjpftow.— This is a most characteristic species, and brings out seTeral points 
of material consequence in the character of the genus. This species has the 
body quite smooth, and of the same colour as the preceding. It is the largest 
of all the species, but is more slender. The thoracic segmenU are not so deep 
as those of the preceding species, and the lateral compression isawanting. The 
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rottmm U iharp-pointed, and bent contidenUy upwiidi ; the eyes are malL, 
and the donal ridge immediately behind the eye is sumoimted with three 
thick short spines. The second thoracic segment is of considerable extent at 
its donal part, but is quite obsolete at the middle ; it again, however, makes 
its appearance at its inferior port, where it supports the second pair of com- 
poand legs. The fonr following segments gradually decrease in sise: — ^the 
superior antennse are of considerable site, oblong and spinous. The inferior 
antennae are much longer than the rostnmu The ambulatory diriaion of the 
first pair of legs is extremely short, and the first joint is of no great breadth. 
The natatory division it about the same length as the first joint of the anterior 
dlyision. 

The second pair of legs are very long and slender ; the first segment is not broader 
than the following joints, and is anned internally at its extremity with a very 
long spine. 

The simple feet are extremely spiny. 

The abdominal portion of the body is very long and slender, the fifth segment be- 
ing the longest. The caudal styles are long, slender, and pointed ; the internal 
scale has the hut joint pointed and armed with two spines ; the last segment 
of the external scale is more obtuse. 

Genua Alauna, mihi. 

Generic Ctiaraeten, — ^The superior antennae are composed of a peduncle and a 
multiarticulate filament. The inferior antennae are eight-jointed. The first 
three pair of legs are compound. The internal scale of the caudal style is com- 
posed of three segments, and the external of one. 

Alauna rostrata, mihL 

^4cnp(io».^The whole animal is of a beautiful bright straw colour, inclining to 
yellow. The thoracic portion of the body is very Urge and swollen. The 
first segment or carapace is almost oval. The rostrum is long, pointed, and is 
bent upwards at its extremity. The eyes, which are of considerable sise, are 
situated at the base of the rostrum. The superior pair of antenne are very 
slender, consisting of a delicate filament covered with hairs, which arises firom 
a short peduncle ; these antennae are almost equal in length to the rostrum. 

The inferior antennae are much longer, consisting of eight joints slightly spinous ; 
the distal extremity of the third is armed with a strong multiarticulate spine. 
The footjaws are seen projecting considerably beyond the edge of the carapace ; 
they are very spiny, and the last joint but one is armed with a long articulated 
spiniferous spine. 

The first pair of legs are extremely short ; the thumb-like process at the extre- 
mity of the ambulatory division is single-jointed and spiniferous. The second 
pair of legs are also short. The ambulatory division of the third pair of legs is 
very long and slender, being almost as long as that of the second pair of legs ; 
the fifth joint is the longest. The natatory division is as long as the first four 
joints of the ambulatory. The simple legs are very spiny on their anterior 
edges. 
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The abdomen i> ibort uiil thick, Mren-joinled, tha lait jaint b^ng pndneed into 
■ long ipise which it ipiniienmi on either edge ; the uud ■pertnra ii wen near 
the boM of lhi( Kgmeat. The caodal itjlai iriw Itoid the uxth Mgnient, and 
they an much more complicMed that IhoM of the foregoing genera. The fint 
Mgment i* ilightly davate, loogei than the urenth abdominal eegment, and 
armed with a Bingle row of ipinea on it* inner edge. The intemai wcale coDsiett 
of one joint only ; it i« Tery ipiny, and ia about half the length of the ezMrnal. 
The eitemal Kale ii compoied of three jointi, the fint two of which an eqnal 
in length to one another ; tha third ii about twice the length of both of theie, 
and ii T«ty ipinj at iti eitremity. Long, 
Forth. 



HaTing only obtuned one Bpecimen of Alauna roitrala, and 
one alio of Sodotria arenoia, I have not been able to e: 
Btructure of these two genera Batia&ctorily. 



GenuB BoDOTBiA, mihi 

Oaerie CkaracUn. — The Gnt, Mcond, third, fonrth, and fifth ahdomtnal ngnwnti 
are each armed with a pair of bifurcated finleU. The two terminal M&lei of the 
caudal itjlei are nngle-jointed. 



Bodotria arenoia, milii. 




Dacriftiim, — The canpaca i> almoM oral, loMmm awonting, that part of the 
oui^Hue twiDg menl7 rounded off. The rapeTinr antcniuB are qaile ofaaolele. 
Tha infeiior pair an of couuderable langth, and an tenuinatcd bj mouu of 
two Isng iinnei. 

The amboUtory dinaian of the fini pair of leg* has the fint joint of a Tery great 
■iie, being Tcry much flattened and ilightl; curied. The four nmaining jointi, 
together with the internal thomb, an vecy ipiny. The natatory diTiiion of 
the leg ie ui-joioted, the four laat jointa giring riee to a* many long ipinifeniae 
ipin«, which are aiticnlaled at their diatal hal>et. The eitemal edge of theae 
epinea are ipinilsroo* at the articulated half only. The ambulatory diTiafan of 
the aecand pair of It^ has the fint legment very broad, and tapering gradually 
towaida it! dittal extremity, fnmi which aiiiea s Teiy lengi artienlated, and 
■piniferoDi epine. 

The abdominal finleli are Etc in number. They are compoeed of two parti, ni., 
the Gnt or pedicle, and the tecond oi InfurcatioQ ; the pedicle ia of coDiiderable 
length, from the extremity of which there arite two acalee, which are aimed 
on their maigin* with long apiuifanui ipinei, which aie much louger than the 
Unlet itielf. 

The fint aegment of the candal etylea tapera very alightly, and the two latminal 
scalea are each of them tingle-jointed, and eud by meana of very fine points. 
The eitemal it armed at iti eitremit; with two spines. Long, Gve lines. 

This genua forma doubtlcH a link between the Slomoptida of M. Edwards and the 
higher Crustacea. 
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" In their habits all these animals seem to agree. I have not 
been able to observe anything peculiar in them. They swim with 
very great rapidity, and on stopping they fall to the bottom on the 
sand or grovel, without attempting to lay hold of anything, as I 
have already remarked, seldom using their feet as a means of pre- 
hension. They free themseWes nith great dexterity from any 
wugM which may happen to fell on them, I have often placed 
the point of a needle on their thorax and pressed them down into 
the sand ; the animal immediately frees itself with very little ap- 
paient trouble, by means of its tail. The extremity of tite tail is 
placed Bgdnst the needle with one of the styles on either ude of 
it, and by pressing upwards in this way, it soon regains its 
liberty. 

" They frequent sandy banks, and chiefly those where then is a 
little sea-weed." 




STOMOPODA. MYSIDJE. 



GENUS MYSIS, Latb. 

Cancir. Holler, Otho, Fabr. 

Mysis. Latr. Lam. Leach, Edw. 

Generic character. — External antenna! inserted beneath the in- 
ternal, the first joint giving attachment to a laminar appendage, 
similar to that in the Palcemonidce, which is much elongated and 
ciliated on the inner margin ; the two succeeding joints of the pe- 
duncle slender and cylindrical, the terminal filament filiform, and 
longer than the internal antenna, which are inserted beneath the 
eye, near the median line, and have two terminal filaments. Pedi- 
palps consisting of two pairs entirely pediform. The ^rst pair short, 
composed of three distinct branches ; the internal portion pediform, 
of five joints, hairy, and doubled upon itself in front of the mouth; 
the middle branch or palp elongated, and composed of numerous 
articulations ; the basilar joint very large, with a ciliated strap- 
shaped process on each side ; the third or external branch, or fla- 
belliform appendage, is represented by a semimembranous scale 
directed upwards, and lying under the margin of the carapace. 
Second pair of pedipalps of the same form, but wanting the fla- 
belliform appendage. Feet of six pairs, composed of corresponding 
elements with the external pedipalps and five pairs of feet in the 
DBCAPODA ; each consisting of two branches, decreasing in length 
from before backwards, and formed for swimming ; the first four 
pairs have no flabelliform appendage ; the last two are furnished 
with it. This part in the male is very small, but in the female it 
is greatly developed, and fonns on each side a broad plate bent un- 
der the sternum, the two thus forming a pouch, in which the ^gs 
are first deposited, and within which the young are secluded, and 
pass the early period of their life. Carapace covering only the 
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anterior part of the thorax^ the two sides bent downwards and in- 
wards 80 as to be applied against the base of the feet ; anteriorly it 
becomes very narrow, and terminates in a short flattened rostrum. 
Eye9 large, short, with the base hidden under the anterior mar- 
gin of the carapace. Abdomen very slender, tapering, elongated, 
nearly cylindrical. Tail as in the macrourous dbcapoda. 

No distinct branchial apparatus has as yet been observed 
in this remarkable genus ; and, as is observed by Dr. Milne 
Edwards, '^ The only appendage which appears to be so 
modified in its structure, as to become more adapted than 
the rest of the body to serve the purposes of a respiratory 
organ, is the lash of the first pair of pedipalps, which in 
other respects are similar to those found in numerous spe- 
cies possessed of branchiae/^ It is, however, not at all im- 
probable that this may be the true organ of respiration. 

The development of the young in this genus, as well as 
their anatomy generally, has engaged the attention of the 
late Mr. J. Vaughan Thompson, and a very elaborate 
monograph of their structure will be found in his ^* Zoolo- 
gical Researches,"^ to which the reader is referred for full 
information. 

The affinities of the family Mysida are very incorrectly 
indicated by the position which Dr. Milne Edwards has 
assigned them amongst the Stomopoda. In almost all the 
essential points of structure they are certainly more nearly 
allied to some of the Decapoda ; but as they are also re- 
mote even from these, I have not considered it right to 
reduce them to that group, or to attempt to fix their 
natural relation to the two groups, particularly as a local 
Fauna does not offer the best vehicle for changes in general 
arrangement. 




Mysis chamaleon. J. V. Thomps. 

Specific CliaraeleT. — Middle pUlc of the tail bifomts ; nxtrniD oblDie, not 
more than onc-thiid the length of the ocnkr pedmicle. 

Mpu^ualavul Lbach, Tnitt. \ia. Soc. XI. p. 350.— DnvAK. CoD- 

lid^. nu In Crniu— Eow. Hiu. de« Cniit. III. p. 
457. 
„ iMcMi^ J. V. TaoitPsoN, Zool. BeiearchB*, p. 37. 

„ CjSawafcoB, lb. p. 28, t. iL fig. 1 — 10.— Edw. I. c p. 487. 

The general form of this species is much eloogated. The 
carapace slender, terminating in a Ter7 short rostrum, in 
some scarcely projecting, in others forming an obtuse tri- 
anjfle, and never extending more than one-third the length 
of the ocular peduncle. The internal Bntennie have the 
peduncle somewhat club-shaped, the first joint being elon- 
gated, cylindrical, and small, the last two, and particularly 
the terminal one, much broader, and both very short ; the 
whole peduncle does not extend much more than one-third 
the length of the scale of the external antennee : the scale 
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becomes a little narrowed forwards, is obliquely truncate at 
the apex, with a small tooth on the outer angle, and it is 
ciliated with rather long hairs on the inner side and at its 
extremity. The middle plate of the tail is bifurcate at the 
apex, longitudinally grooved on each side of the median 
line, minutely toothed on the sides, and with a stronger 
tooth on each apex. The lateral laminse are ciliated on all 
sides with long hairs; the inner is long-lanceolate, and 
acute ; the outer is longer, and rounded at the extremity. 

It often reaches the length of an inch and a quarter. 

" Nothing," says Mr. Vaughan Thompson, " can shew 
the fallacy of colour in distinguishing the species, more 
clearly than the variety of tints which Mysis chamaleon 
assumes, as it occurs here in the river Lee and the harbour 
of Cove, and which have suggested its trivial name ; in 
the upper part of the river, below the city of Cork, it 
occurs of different shades of grey, inclining at times to 
black, having invariably the greater part of the anterior 
scales, inner branch of the inferior antennse and joints of 
the outer laminse of the tail, black, and the fringe of the 
scales tinged with pink ; lower down amongst the littoral 
fiici, it takes various tints of brown ; and those obtained 
from sites abounding in Zostera and Ulvse, present us with 
green colours of greater or less intensity." 

I have quoted the above account of the variation of 
colour in this species in the autbor^s words, in order to 
shew that difference of colour alone can afford no ground 
for considering this species as distinct from the spinulosus 
of Leach. And yet Mr. Vaughan Thompson, in his de- 
scription of the latter (which he names M. Leachii)^ gives 
colour as the only tangible distinction. I am decidedly 
of opinion that they constitute but one species, and I have 
retained the name of chamaUan^ as spinuloius is equally 
applicable to various other species of the genus. 

z 
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This is, perhaps, the most common and the most widely 
distributed of our Dative species. I have received it from 
various parts of the coast, both of England and Ireland, 
but from no place in such numbers as from Weymouth, 
where it sometimes swarms. My late lamented friend, 
Mr. William Thompson, informed me that he has taken 
this species in numbers from the stomach of Gorregonns 
Pollan, caught in Liough Neagh, shewing that it occasion- 
ally inhabits fresh water. 



MTBia VDLOABI8. 



STOMOPODA. 




Mysia val^aris. J. V. Thompson. 

^edfie (Xaraetir. — Middls plalc of the tail lanceolate, tbe apei entire ; roitntm 
rtrj (hort, obtiuelf triangmlai, eitending to about bait the length of the ocular 
podimcle ; autennal Kale ncailj ai long ai ths carapacs. 



MJ9U tmifforii. 



J. V. TuoiiraoN, Zool. Reiearchei, p. 30, t 
Hiat.deeCrurt.lIL p. 459. 



General form 1es6 robnst than in Sf. chamaleon. The 
carapace slender, somewhat cylindrical, slightly constricted 
at its anterior third, terminating in a very short, obtusely 
triangular rostrum, which scarcely extends to the middle 
of the ocular peduncle. The peduncle of the internal 
antennse much resembling that in the former species ; scale 
of the external anteDDee not less than four times the length 
of the pedoncle of the internal ; subulate, obtuse at the 
points, ciliated on both sides, and vithout an apical tooth. 
Middle plate of the tail lanceolate, acute, spinulose on the 



340 MTSIDJB. 

sides; lateral plates somewhat subulate, ciliated on each 
side. 

Mr. J. V. Thompson appears to have been the first to 
distinguish this species of Mysis, to which he gave the 
name vtdgaris^ probably from its being the most common 
species in the locality where he found it. It is, however, 
more rare on our coasts, and probably, as it had escaped 
detection, also on those of other countries. The specific 
name which he assigned to it is always one of doubtful 
propriety, and I would fain have assigned to it that of the 
distinguished naturalist by whom it was first discovered 
and described, but from a disinclination ever to change a 
specific name excepting under urgent circumstances. 

It appears to be a local species, and as far as we are 
at present able to say, is principally found on the Irish 
coast; *' abounding in the Lee,^ says Mr. J. V. Thomp- 
son, ** even up to Cork,^ and I have specimens collected 
by Mr. W. Thompson in Belfast Lough. From the former 
species it may be at once distinguished by several promi- 
nent characters, particularly the longer antennal scale, and 
the simple acute apex of the middle caudal lamina. Its 
colour is pale, translucent grey. 

The following is Mr. Vaughan Thompson's account of 
its habits. *' They swim with the body in a horizontal 
position, and abound in the Lee, even up to Cork, from 
the early part of spring to the approach of winter ; during 
the still period of the tide at low water, they repose upon 
the mud and stones at the bottom of the river, and as the 
tide rises, may be observed forming a wide belt, just within 
its margin, the youngest swimming nearest to the shore, 
the oldest further out, and in deeper water : they appear 
to be mostly females, the males being few in proportion. 
This species contributes towards the food of various young 
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fish, from which they frequently escape, hj Bpringiog up out 
of the water." 

k it not probable that M. iiUeger of Leach {Scoticua 
of Thompson), maybe identical with this species! His 
description is too imperfect to enable us to ascertain this, 
but they agree in such particulars as are known, excepting 
in size and colour, both of which are variable characters. 

The following is his account of the species.* 

" Tail with the middle lamella entire ; length one-third 
of an inch. Colour pellucid cinereous, spotted with black 
and reddish brown. Eyes black. Females more abun- 
dant than males. 

" At low tide, near Loch Banza [in the Isle of Arran], 
the pools were full of this species, swimming with its head 
uppermost, and its eyes spread, mnking a most grotesque 
appearance." 

* Lin-TroDi. Xt. p. 3fiO. 





Mjftit Qriffithaue. Mihi. 

Spteifie Ciaraeler. — Middle pbU of ths tail UiiCKdate, comtrided ncsr the 
ba*e, Bpei entile, iligbtly obtuae ; roitmin lanMolate, eitending bejond the 
penaltimate joint of the peduncle of the intenud onteniue ; onteuiiRl Kale tcanel; 
lougei than the mtnim. 



My« 



GuxR. Iconogi. Cmit. t. zj 



i. f.2. 



Carapace much eloogated, and more slender than in 
either of the former Bpecies, terminating forwards in a 
long, acute, lanceolate rostrum, extending beyond the 
penultimate joint of the peduncle of the internal antennic, 
which la itself longer and more slender than in the former 
species. Scale of the external antennffi shorter than the 
peduncle of the internal, rounded at the apex, with a 
small external spine, ciliated only on the inner margin. 
Ahdomen very slender and tapering ; middle plate of the 
tail lanceolate, somewhat constricted near the base, the 
apex entire, very slightly obtuse, the margins spinulose ; 
the inner lateral lamella very narrow, tapering regularly 
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to the end, fringed on both sides with long hairs ; outer 
lamella broader and longer, fringed with long hairs on the 
inner margin, and at the apex, and with a few short stiff 
hairs only on the anterior third of the outer margin. 

Length three quarters of an inch. 

I can scarcely persuade myself that this can be the 
species figured, but not described, by Guerin under the 
name of M. rostratus, although the characters in many 
respects agree with his figures. The form of the rostrum, 
of the antennal scale, of the peduncles, of the eyes, of the 
tail, and indeed of every part figured, although bearing a 
general resemblance, differs so much in detail that we are 
left in the dilemma either of considering the representa- 
tions worthless from their inaccuracy, or of giving a distinct 
specific name to ours. As no description exists of M. 
Guerin^s species, I have adopted the latter alternative, and 
have named it in honour of a lady to whom natural history 
is greatly indebted, and from whom I received the only 
specimens of this species known. Mrs. Griffiths obtained 
them at Torquay. 



STOMOPODJ. MTSWjE. 



GENUS THYSANOPODA, Edw. 

Cfeneric Aarader.* — External anlennce, as in MytiM, inserted 
beneath the internal, and furnished with a small antennal scale, 
the basal joint broad and almost globular. Internal antennce in- 
serted close beneath the eyes ; furnished with two filaments, 
Fedipalpa two pairs, entirely pediform, perfectly resembling the 
legs themselves. Feet similar to each other and to the pedipalps, 
excepting the last pair ; the basal joint short and thick ; the stalk 
very lon|^ and furnished with long hurs on the inner side ; the 
palp short, lamellar, and hury ; the last pair of legs much shorter, 
consisting only of the palp, which is more developed* Carapace as 
in Afysis. Abdomen with the lateral processes more developed 
than in that genus ; the first five segments furnished with natatory 
false feet — the appendages of the sixth segment forming the lateral 
caudal lamince, and the seventh constituting the central, slender, 
and furnished at the apex with two needle-shaped appendages. 
Branchice external, consisting of eight pairs, attached at the base 
of the several pairs of thoracic natatory members ; the pedipalps 
and true feet increasing in size and development from the first 
to the last. They consist of a stem, or stalk, each furnished with 
numerous lateral branches. Eggs contained in a pair of oval sacs 
dependent from within the base of the posterior feet. 

This very remarkable genus of Mysidse was first de- 
scribed by Dr. Milne Edwards, in the Annales des Sciences, 
from an Atlantic species which he found in the collection 
of Crustacea formed by Mons. Beynaud, and placed in the 

* In the engraving at the head of the description of our species* are the details 
of all the essential parts ; for the beautiful and accurate delineation of which I 
foel greatl}' indebted to Mr. Wostwood*s well known care and accnmcy. 
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Paria Mnseum. The remarkable pecaliarily in the re- 
spiratory apparatus distinguiehea it at once from every 
other form of cmstacea, and notably from its congeners in 
the same &mily ; and the situation of the ova, which I am 
enabled to supply from the new species about to be de- 
scribed, is not less remarkable. 
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Thysanopoda Couchii, 

specific CharacUr, — Bcaochias with only one seriea of leafletB. Middle point 
of the trifid apex of the central caudal lamina, not half the length of the lateral 
onea. 

The general aspect of this curious species indicates at 
once its near relation to Mysis, which the detail of its 
organization confirms. The present species differs from 
Tk. trietupida, the species on which Dr. Milne Edwards 
founded the genus, in several points, — the most striking 
of which are the following. In Edwards^s species the bran- 
chise, in addition to the primary leaflets ranged in a single 
series along the stalk, have very numerous secondary fila- 
ments attached to them — a circumstance which I have not 
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observed tO exist in a single case of the numbers I have 
examined of onr present species. Jadging from the figures 
in Dr. Edwards^s plates, the carapace in the present species 
is smaller and more cylindrical ; the cleft in the lower lip 
is more hollowed, the palp of the thoracic feet is less 
developed, the abdominal &lse feet are shorter, and very 
differently formed ; the middle lamina of the tail also 
presents some difference in the relative length of the middle 
and lateral points of its tricuspid apex. One of the most 
interesting circumstances in the organization of this species 
is the form of the ovisacs, which, instead of being mere 
pouches closely adherent to the thorax, are dependent from 
their attachment by a distinct peduncle. This structure 
was unknown until I detected it in a single individual, the 
only female amongst a large number of specimens sent to 
me by my friend Mr. Oouch, who obtained them on the 
Cornish coast, from the stomach of a mackerel, which 
appeared to have been making a feast of this rare and 
interesting little crustacean. The following account has 
been kindly furnished to me by that gentleman, and shews 
that it can scarcely be considered as an ordinary inhabit 
tant of our coasts. *^ The mackerel from which the curious 
shrimps Thysanopoda were taken, were caught almost at 
mid-channel, or almost ten leagues from us ; perhaps seven 
or eight south of the Lizard ; and I have not seen any 
since, although I am much in the habit of searching the 
stomachs of mackerel and other fishes. There were my- 
riads in the stomachs of the mackerel at the time when I 
obtained those which I sent you.**^ I have dedicated the 
species to that inde&tigable and acute observer, to whom 
we are indebted for so many valuable contributions to 
natural science. 

The following is a description of the details of the wood- 
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cat ; a, gnperior antenara ; 6, inferior antointe ; e, lower 
lip ; d, first maxilla ; e, second maxilla ; /, mandible ; g, 
one of the thoracic feet, with branchia attached ; A, a 
brandiia; i, abdominal false foot; i, middle caadal lamina; 
I, lateral candal lamina. 




STOMOPODA. SQUILLADJB. 



GENUS SQUILLA. 

SQtTiLLA. Rondel. 

Cancbr. Lin. Herbet 

Squilla. Fabr., Lstr.) Leach, Desmar. Ronz, Edw., &c. 

Generic character^^^ Antennary segment moveable, nearly qua- 
drilateiaL External or inferior antennce inserted on each side the 
antennary segment, beneath the anterior margin of the carapace ; 
the first and second joints of the peduncle short and thick, the 
latter bearing at its extremity a broad, oval scale ; the terminal 
filaments slender and short. The internal or superior antenna 
attached to the anterior mar^n of the antennary segment, and 
composed of a tri-articulate peduncle terminating in three filaments 
of moderate length. MoxUh situated under the posterior third of 
the carapace. First pair of thoracic members forming a pair of 
robust claws, of which the terminal joint is furnished with long 
and sharp teeth, and is capable of being doubled upon the penulti- 
mate joint, into a groove of which it is received, forming a power- 
ful prehensile implement. The three pairs following the claws are 
small, and terminated by a rounded hand, with a single finger, 
forming a single claw like that in crangon ; the three posterior 
thoracic members much smaller, slender, cylindrical, and furnished 
with a styliform appendage attached to the extremity of the ante- 
penultimate joint. Carapojce longer than broad, divided by longi- 
tudinal sulci into three portions; not covering the first two cephalic 
nor the last four thoracic segments. Ahdomen rounded above, each 
segment furnished with a pair of broad natatoiy false-feet, the 
barilary joint quadrilateral, each bearing two lamellar branches, 
the exterior of which gives attachment on its posterior face, and 
close to the peduncle, to a tufted branchia. The last segment of 
the abdomen is very laige, forming the middle plate of the tail, the 
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lateral portions of which are formed as usual by the appendages of 
the sixth segment ; the basilary joint of these is very robust, and 
is prolonged into a long pointed scale^ which stretches out beneath 
and between the two terminal branches. 

It has been observed by Dr. Milne Edwards, that the 
distinctness and separation of the normal segments, espe- 
cially those of the head and thorax, are carried further in 
this family than in any other form amongst the Crustacea ; 
and in this view it may be considered as offering the 
nearest approach to the typical structure, and the key to 
the homologies of the class. Some further allusion to this 
circumstance will be found in the introduction, and it will 
be sufficient here to refer the reader to the descriptions 
given by the excellent author just named, of the characters 
of the family, and of the different genera ; and, in connexion 
therewith, to the plates in which the details of the external 
anatomy are given.* The species of the family are very 
widely distributed; and even of the genus Squilla, the 
coasts of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, furnish ex- 
amples. Of the three species which are known to inhabit 
the Mediterranean, two have now been found upon our 
South-western coast, both first discovered by the acute and 
indefatigable researches of Mr. Gouch. 

In the characters given above I have included those 
which are most characteristic of the family of Squillada;, 
as well as those which are distinctive of the genus, as this 
is the only generic representation of the family indigenous 
to Britain. 

* Hist. Nat. des Crust. II. p. 509 et seq. pi. 1, &c. 




Squilla mantis, Bondel, 

Spte^ Cianuier. — Pieheniile finger with riz laDg ueth ; abdonieD with eiglit 
loDgiladiaal cniU, the Iwo ceotral one* near together ; pe«(«riar maigin of the 
middle portjon of the carapace itraight. 

SqMiila SHiUu, BONDtL. PoilfODI II. p. 397. 

Caactt (moKtii) digilaUi, HMUBVt. II. I. ixiiii. I. i. p. 92. 

Sjmiaa noMu, Latb. HiM. del Cmat.. Ac., Vt. L It. t 3, p. 27S. — 

RiBSO, HiiL dea Cnut. dea Bdt. de Nks, p. 113.— 
Hilt. Nat. de I'Eur. iliiid. V. p. SS.—Knw. Hial. 
Nat. del Cnut. II. p. £2. 

Thb carapace of this species is mach narrowed anteriorlf , 
and the anterior angles are slightly spiniform ; the roatnl 
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plate semiovate ; the middle portion of the carapace has a 
longitudinal median crest, which bifiircates anteriorly, and it 
is separated from the lateral pieces by a deep groove, which 
is continued transversely to separate the posterior portion ; 
the lateral pieces have on each side two raised lines or 
crests, the outermost of which extends back to near the 
posterior margin. The claws very long and robust ; the 
last joint furnished with six sharp, slightly curved teeth, 
inclusive of the extremity ; the next joint with a deep 
groove for the reception of the last when closed, and the 
inferior margin of the groove is denticulated, and furnished 
with three moveable teeth at the base. The three pos- 
terior segments of the thorax with four crests. The ab- 
domen is very broad and thick, broader and flatter towards 
the extremity, and having eight distinct crests, including 
the lateral margin of the segments ; the two middle ones 
are nearer to each other than the others, and on the sixth 
segment terminate each in a sharp spine. The last abdo- 
minal segment (middle lobe of the tail) about as long as it 
is broad, furnished with a high median crest, terminating in 
a tubercle, at a short distance from the margin — the surface 
generally marked with a number of impressed points, ar- 
ranged in curved lines. The margin is raised and thickened, 
and furnished with two pairs of lateral spines or tubercles, 
and there are two pairs of sharp strong spines on the ante- 
rior portion, with numerous small denticuli between them. 
The laminar prolongation of the basilary joint of the ap- 
pendages to the sixth segment extends backwards as far as 
the external caudal scale, and is furnished with two very 
strong pointed horns. Vhe first joint of the outer caudal 
lamina is strong and thick, and furnished, on its outer 
margin, with several strong spines which appear to be 
moveable. 
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The length of the English specimen, which is a female, 
from the frontal plate to the end of the tail, is four inches 
and a half. I hare a male specimen from the Mediter- 
ranean which IB no less than six inches, 

Mr. Conch, to whom I am indebted for the specimen 
aboTe referred to, informs me that "the Sqnillse were 
brought from the distance of about a couple of leagues, 
where the bottom is rocky, with some spots of sand." 
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SqtMia Deemarettii, Risso. 



Sp^fit Characttr, — Prehpntile finger with five teeth ; abdomen with (bur 
longUudiiuil creiti, the middle portioD ■mooth, excepting the liith Kgmeut, 
which hu two addition&I elsTittioiu. 

Simlla Damania, Rtsaa, Cnut. de Niee, t. iL lig. 8, p. lU.— Hiit. Nat. 

de I'Eur. Merid. V. p. 86— DbSm. Coniid. inr lei 

Cniab p. 251 Latk. EdcjtcI. X. p. 471. — Roi'X, 

Cnut. de U MMit. t. iL— Edw. Hiit. Nbu dei 
Cnut. II. p. fi23.— Couch, Coniiih Fwin*, p. 81.— 
YiHUBl-L, Loud. M«g. VI. p. 230. 

The present species of Squills differs in many strikiog 
characters from the former. The carapace has nearly the 
same ^neral form, but is comparativelj rather less narrovred 
anteriorly ; it is less strongly marked, and the groores and 
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elevations neither so nameroas nor so distinct. There is 
scarcely any trace of longitudinal crests, and it is wholly 
without spines on the anterior portion. The falciform 
finger of the claws is armed with five sharp teeth ; the 
penultimate joint has the upper margin of the groove most 
minutely denticulated. The four exposed thoracic seg- 
ments are smooth. The abdomen has on each side two 
low longitudinal crests, and the sixth segment two addi- 
tional ones near the centre ; the remainder of the surface 
is smooth. The terminal segment has a median crest, and 
the margin is furnished with six strong teeth, the inter- 
spaces being minutely denticulated. The laminar prolonga- 
tion of the basilary joint of the appendages of the sixth 
segment projects nearly in the same proportion as in 
8q. mantis ; and the lateral caudal scales do not offer any 
striking peculiarity. 

The length of full-sized specimens is three inches and 
a quarter. 

ThiB remarkably pretty species was first distingaished by 
Bisso, who gives a description and an indifferent figure of 
it in his ^' Grustaces des environs de Nice,^^ and repeats the 
description in his subsequent work, ^' L^Histoire Naturelle 
de TEurope m^ridionale."" A beautiful figure is given by 
Boux in his unfortunately unfinished work on the Crustacea 
of the Mediterranean. Its first occurrence on our coasts is 
recorded by my valued friend Mr. Yarrell in the sixth 
volume of Loudon's Magazine, with a figure, which is, 
however, very fallacious, from its being taken from a speci- 
men which had become corrugated in drying. This 
specimen, with another, was taken by Mr. Couch on the 
coast of Cornwall, where they were found amongst sea- 
weed ; and thus another interesting addition is made to 
those which I have already had to record, to the partial 

A A 2 
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identity of the Mediterranean Marine Fauna with that of 
our southern coast. The same fiust is recorded by Mr. 
Couch in his Cornish Fauna. 

I am lately informed by Mr. A. 6. More of Bembridge, 
Isle of Wight, and of Trinity College, Cambridge, that it has 
also been taken repeatedly off Bembridge, by the fishermen 
of that place, on a muddy bottom grown over with "grass^^ 
{zagtera) ; and from a sketch with which that gentleman 
has &voured me, and the testimony of the fishermen, it 
would appear that it has there attained nearly the size of 
those taken in the Mediterranean ; whilst those found on 
the coast of Cornwall hare not exceeded two inches and 
a quarter. 

From the authorities already quoted, we learn that this 
species abounds amongst the rocks near the coast, in com- 
pany with various PalemonidsB ; and Bouz informs us that 
it is commonly eaten fried, with such smaller Macroura. 
Its habits are wholly nocturnal, as it hides itself always 
during the day. Its eggs are deposited in March and 
August. 

The colours of this species are described as very pleasing. 
The general tint is a yellowish brown ; the pincers white, 
with a slight hue of rose. The scales of the antenuse 
and those of the tail are fringed with long rose-coloured 
cilia. Two remarkable varieties are mentioned — one of a 
delicate rose-colour, and the other a deep yellow, slightly 
varied with brown. 



APPENDIX, 



CONSISTING OF SPECIES OBTAINED DURING THE 
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XANTUO TUBBRCVLATA. 359 

CANCERIDJE. 




XatUko tuhercttkUa, B. Q. Coach, m. s. 

^xriAe CSomifcr.— CarapKe ilighlly depreiBcd anterioTly ; Ulen^^nterior 
ntBigin with four triuigiUar t«th ; banit and wriila tuberculBled, rugose ; fingen 
nemrlj bkck, the moTcable one with three groova ; third jainl of the ambulBtoi; 
legs denticulated on the upper edge. 

Thb carapace is sliglitlj depressed anteriorly, more so 
than ID X, rivuhsa, bat somewbat less than id X.florida. 
The rostram slightly waved, minutely emarginate; the 
anterior portion of the carapace somewhat rugose ; the 
regional lines of demarcation sharp and distinct, the eleva- 
tions slight and flattened ; the latero- anterior margin with 
fonr triangular teeth. The anterior pair of feet robust, 
nearly equal ; the hands and wrists somewhat trans- 
versely tuberculated and rugose ; the wrist with two dis- 
tinct tubercles anteriorly ; the moveable finger has three 
grooves, one on the inner and two on tbe outer side. The 
whole of the ambulatory feet have the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth joints hury, with longer cilia on the edges ; the third 
joint distinctly denticulated along the upper margin, with 
a hairy patch beneath. 
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The general colour of ^' the carapace is light flesh colour 
brown; and the first pair of claws almost transparent 
yellow/' The fingers are black or very dark brown. 

I have no hesitation in adopting the view of my friend, 
Mr. B. Q. Couch) in considering this species as distinct, 
not only from either of those already described in this 
work, but from all others previously known. It differs from 
both the former conspicuously in the distinctly tuberculated 
hands and wrists, in the entire hairy covering of the three 
terminal joints of the ambulatory feet, and in the den- 
ticulated upper margin of their third joint. It differs from 
JT. rivulosa and agrees with JT. florida in the depressed 
form of the rostrum, — while it agrees with the former and 
differs from the latter species in the grooving of the 
moveable finger. 

For the discovery of this interesting addition to our 
British Garcinology, we are indebted to Mr. Richard Q. 
Couch, of Penzance, who has kindly sent me the only 
specimen I have seen. He informs me that it appears to 
prefer deeper water than the other two species, as he 
found it repeatedly in the crevices of the Eschara/oliacea^ 
in the deep water off the Bunnell Stone, in Mounf s Bay* 
In the summer it approaches the shore and is found under 
stones. It spawns in June. 

The name of tuberculata has been given to the species by 
its discoverer, from whom and from his father, Mr. Jona- 
than Couch, of Polperro, I have had so many claims upon 
my acknowledgments for their intelligent and ready a&- 
sistance in the progress of the present work. 
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FORTONIDJE, 




LONG-LEGGED SWIMMING CRAB. 
Portunut longipea. Kseo. 

^eeifie CiaraOer, — Front (lightly foiiT-labed ; Inlcto-anterior maigm modi 
iborter tbEtn tbe Utero-pnteriDr ; Icgi remukablj long. 

PoHaKHt Im^pei, Ruso, Cnut. d« Edt. de Nice, t. i. I. B, p. 30; Hitt. 

Nst de I'Enr, Merid. V. p. *,— LiTR, Encjd. X- 

p. 192.— Rom, Cnut-deU Medit. uIt.— Elw. 

Hi)t. Nat. del CnuL I. p. 44G. 

H Hifinetiu, Otto, Mem. da 1'Acad. da Bonn, XIV. t. tx. t. 1. 

^ Dalfdii S.HiTiAiuidiof Nm. Hirt.lS£l,^32a,t.Ii. 

f 9. 

Tub geDeral form of this interesting specieB ib very dif- 
ferent from that of the others of the genoti. It la altogether 
more slight and slender in its proportions. The carapace 
IB flattened, and, in the male, broader than it is long, in 
tbe proportion of three to two ; in the female the dis- 
proportion is not so great. It is divided transversely by a 
ridge, which terminates at each side in a long and sharp 
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tooth, the posterior of the five which occupy the latero- 
anterior margin ; of these teeth the middle one is broader 
than the others, and the posterior is much longer ; they 
are all somewhat carved forwards. The anterior portion of 
the carapace is minutely granulated, and has several slight 
elevations ; the front is slightly four-lobed, the division 
more strongly marked in the male. The first pair of legs 
strong and angular ; the wrist having a strong tooth on 
the inner anterior angle ; the hand with two carinse above, 
the inner one terminating in a small spine. The moveable 
finger with three distinct longitudinal carinse, and deep 
intermediate grooves. The three following pairs of feet 
long and slender, increasing in length to the fourth, which 
is the longest of all ; flattened, the last three joints lon- 
gitudinally grooved : the fifth pair slender and weak, the 
terminal joint lanceolate and slightly grooved. The ab- 
domen, in the male, triangular, the last joint abruptly 
narrowed ; in the female, broad and much rounded. 

The colour of this species is a rich deep brownish red, 
with reddish grey spots; the abdomen yellowish or pinkish 
white. 

The occurrence of this truly Mediterranean species on 
our southern coast is interesting, as afibrding another in- 
stance of the partial identity of the Fauna of the two shores, 
to which I have already had occasion so repeatedly to 
refer. It had not, I believe, been found on our shores until 
it was dredged on the coast of Cornwall in the year 1848, 
by my friends Prof. E. Forbes and Mr. M'Andrew, from 
whom I received a male specimen, and subsequently, 
through the kindness of Mr. Cocks of Plymouth, a female, 
which was taken by that gentleman. I also received 
a specimen from Mr. E. Q. Couch, of Penzance, during 
the year above-mentioned. It is doubtless the species 
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described by Mr. Spence Bate as new, in the ^' Annals 
of Natural History, for 1851, under the name of Partunus 
DalyeUii^ from a specimen obtained in Oxwich Bay, near 
Swansea. The lateral spines are very largely developed 
in the figure given by Mr. Bate, but not more so than in 
many Mediterranean specimens, and scarcely more than 
in Bouz's figure. It is at a glance distinguished from all 
other species by the character from which the name has 
been given, namely, the length and slendemess of the 
legs. 



DEC APOD A, COHYSTiD^. 

BRACBYVRA. 



GENUS THIA, Lbach. 

Cancbr. Herbst. 

Thu. Leach, Riaio, Latr. Edw. 

Generic character. — External antenna of moderate length, in- 
serted beneath the front, just at the inner side of the orbits. 
Internal antennce, transversely folded beneath the fit>nt. External 
pedtpalps extending forwards to the antennal fossa; the inner 
branch with second joint shorter than it is broad, its anterior inner 
angle truncate and submarginate. Orbits extremely smalL Eyes 
scarcely visible. Carapace somewhat heart-shaped, considerably 
narrowed at the posterior portion, nearly horizontal from before 
backwards, much arched frt)m side to side ; the fix>nt broad, lamel- 
liform, entire, boimded by a small notch on each side. Anterior 
legs short, and slightly compressed, the fingers deflexed; the 
remaining pairs still shorter, each terminating in an acute styli- 
form joint Abdomen in both sexes very narrow ; in the male 
with the three middle joints united; in the female the seven 
joints all moveable. 

A Genus established by Leach, in his "Zoological 
Miscellany,^ on a species of which he was ignorant of the 
locality. 



THIA POLITA. 



COSYSTIDjE 




T&ia polila, Leach. 



Gmar mSdmu f Hbumt, t. xlriii. t. 1. 

TUajnUa. Lbich, Zool. Miicell. tl. t. ciiL — Oukrin, Icod. da rtgtw 

■nim. t. iii. f. 3.— Edw. Hist, del Crntt. II. p. U4. 
TUa SfaiBnAti, Risso, Hiit. Nat. de I'Eur. Mcrid. t. p. 19. 



Thb carapace in Thia poUta is perfectly smooth and 
polished ; the circumference is almost entire, excepting a 
small notch over each orbit ; its ontline is contracted to- 
wards the posterior portion, and the posterior margin is 
tmncated in the male, and slightly hollowed in the female; 
it is nearly horizontal from the front to the posterior mar- 
gin, and much arched &om side to side ; the front is pro- 
minent and evenly arched ; the whole of the margin is 
ciliated with long hair. The orbits are very small, and 
the minute eyes are ordinarily concealed nithin them. 
The anterior pmr of legs are robust, the surface polished ; 
the hand is ronnded, the posterior onter angle obliquely 
cut away for the articulation of the wrist ; the fingers are 
slightly deflexed, and armed with a few small tubercles. 
The remaining legs are shorter than the former, the hinder 
ones being the shortest ; the joints, particularly the pen- 
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ultimate, rounded and somewhat gibbous ; the tenninal 
one subulate and acutely pointed, the whole of them 
strongly ciliated. The abdomen in the male is five- 
jointed, from the soldering of the middle three joints, but 
their distinction is still obvious from the transverse groove 
not being obliterated ; it is narrow triangular, the last joint 
very small : in the female the abdomen is seven-jointed, 
and a little broader than in the male ; in both it is fringed 
with long hair. 

Length, 0'6 of an inch, breadth rather more. 

We owe our knowledge of this rare species, as indi- 
genous to Britain, to the researches of Dr. Melville, the 
learned Professor of Natural History in Qneen^s College, 
Galway. It was found by him buried in the sand, and 
three specimens, one male and two females, obligingly for- 
warded to me. Both the females were loaded with spawn. 
Hitherto this is the only instance of its occurrence as a 
native of our coasts. 

The species was first figured by Herbst in his great 
work, but somewhat imperfectly ; I cannot, however, join 
with Dr. Leach and Milne Edwards in doubting that 
Herbst's species is identical with that of the individual on 
which Leach founded his Genus Thia, The habitat of that 
specimen was unknown ; but Bisso has described, under 
the name of Th. Blainmllii^ what I cannot but believe to 
be this species. It is stated by Dr. Milne Edwards to 
inhabit '^ La Manche^' and the Mediterranean. 

It is right to mention that there is one character in 
which the Irish specimen difiers from the descriptions 
given by Leach and Milne Edwards; namely, in the 
much shorter length of the antenna; ; but Guerin's figure, 
in the ^' Iconographie du regne animal,^^ exactly agrees in 
this respect with the former. 



DECAPODA, DROMIADJE. 

ANOMOURA, 



GENUS DROMIA, Edw. 

CANcm. Linn. Herbst. 

Dromia. Fabr. Latr. Leach, Edv. 

Generic character* — External antennce placed beneath the ocular 
peduncle; the auditory tubercle, occupying the base, veiy large, and 
perforated at the external angle ; the next joint large and nearly 
cylindrical, forming the inferior boundaiy of the orbit, and armed 
with a strong tooth. Internal antenna with the basal joint nearly 
cylindrical ; the antennaiy fossse longitudinal and distant, and in- 
complete at the outer side. Anterior feet yetj robust, terminating 
in a strong claw, the extremities strongly toothed, and spoon- 
shaped. The second and third pairs offset of moderate and nearly 
equal length, terminating in a sharp somewhat curved nail ; the 
basal joint of the third in the female pierced with the opening of 
the generative apparatus; ihe fourth and fifth pairs very small, 
turned over the back of the carapace, against which they are closely 
pressed, each terminating in a small but perfect double claw. Ca^ 
rapace somewhat globular, the regions distinctly marked; the front 
inclined and smalL .Orbits deep* Etfes with short peduncles. 

The characters of this remarkable genus are, to a certain 
extent, intermediate between the brachyurous and macro- 
urons fonns. In the young state the great predominance 
of the posterior or abdominal regions of the body approxi- 
mate it in some measure to the latter ; and the general 
form of the cephalo-thoracic portion, especially in the adult 
condition, is not less assimilated to the former division of 
the class. The characters of the posterior pairs of feet at 
once remove it from either of these, and indicate its true 
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place to be amongst those anomalous forms which hare 
been associated by Dr. Mihie Edwards into the interme- 
diate group, the Anomoura. 

The species of this genus are very widely distributed. 
The Indian and African shores, those of the Bed Sea and 
of the Mediterranean, the islands of the West Indies, and 
the coasts of South America, have furnished various species; 
and our own southern coast has of late years been found to 
give a place of habitation to one of the most conspicuous 
species. 



DROHIA TULOARtS. 




Dromia mUffarit, Edwards. 

SpfdfiB Ctarader. — Cinpacs bnsder than it » long ; klcro-nnterior margin 
irith foar ttrong teelti, tbe iKOnd haring a tabcrele at iti hue ; the lait jirint of 
the abdomen in llie mala bfnulcr than it i* lang^ 

OoKtr drvmia, » OUtI Zool. Adiiat. p. 4£" (M. EdW.). 

Dromia RwmpUi, BoK, Hiit. de« Crait. I. p. 329.— Duhab. Conuder. 
ua le* Crait. p. 137. — Blainv. Fatuu Franc €nuL 
t. Tii. fig. 1.— Risso, Hitt. Nat. de I'Car. Herid. V. p. 
32^Edw. Reg. nnim. da Cqt. Edit. 3. Cnul. IL L 1. 

Dntmia mdgarii, Edw. Hiit. Nat. dot CnuL II. p. 173. 

Thib species, which has at length bees nndonbtedly proved 
to inhabit oar sonthem shores, and probably too ia consi- 
derable Bnmbera, has the carapace strongly knobbed above, 
especially at the anterior portion, and very much rused 
so as to approach the globular form ; the front with three 
teeth, which become less prominent by age ; there is a 
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fisBore above the exiemal angle of the orbit, and a tooth 
beneath that cavity. The latero-anterior margin has four 
strong teeth, the bases of which are long ; the first situ- 
ated beneath the line of the orbit, the second furnished 
near its base with a tnbercle or small secondary tooth, thus 
appearing almost as if doable ; the third occupying a larger 
portion of the margin than either of the others, and the 
last the smallest. The latero-posterior margin nearly as 
long as the latero-anterior. The first pair of legs are 
robust and nodulated ; the hand has several small conical 
teeth on its upper and inner edge. The claws are smooth 
and polished, strongly denticulated and internally hollowed 
at the extremity, the denticles of each finger shutting into 
the interspaces of the other ; the moveable finger much 
curved on the upper side ; the wrist largely nodulated ; the 
second and third pairs of legs much shorter than the first, 
terminating in a strong, sharp, curved nail ; the fourth and 
fifth pairs are doubled back over the posterior part of the 
carapace, flattened, and each terminating in a sharp, tole- 
rably perfect, double claw. The abdomen in the male is 
much curved longitudinally, and the joints are distinct ; 
the terminal one broader than it is long. In the female 
the abdomen is extremely broad and much curved ; each 
joint elevated in the centre, and on each side. The whole 
animal, body and limbs, covered with dense short hair, 
which in the young state is of a bufi* colour, and in the 
adult dull brown. 

Length of the carapace of a full grown male two inches 
and a half, breadth three inches. 

I have carefiilly examined the hair with the microscope, 
in individuals of various ages, and have not found in any 
one instance the club-shaped hair assigned by Dr. Milne 
Edwards to this species. The hair is in all cases setaceous, 
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very acute at the point, and is itself ixirnished with minute 
hairs along its sides. 

The first intimation of the present species as a native of 
Britain, occurs in an announcement by Mr. John Edward 
Gray, at a meeting of the Zoological Club of the Linnssan 
Society, as long since as June 22nd, 1824. These were 
stated to have been seen by that gentleman in Billingsgate 
Market, amongst some oysters, which had been brought 
from Whitst^ble Bay, on the Kentish coast. This fact is 
recorded in the " Zoological Journal,'' Vol. I. p. 419. In 
the " Zoologist,'' 1848, p. 2325, occurs a notice of no fewer 
than nine fiill sized specimens having been dredged on the 
coast of Sussex. Mr. Newman gives the details of its 
occurrence, and a figure of the species, having received 
it from Mr. George Ingall. About the same time my 
lamented friend Mr. Dixon, of Worthing, sent me three 
specimens which had been procured off Selsey Bill. Mr. 
Newman alluding to Linnseus's name of an allied species, 
cancer ^' darmia^'' supposes it to refer to its sedentary and 
lethargic habits. Linnaeus was, however, too good a 
scholar thus to render a derivative from dormio ; it is 
plainly a misprint for dromia^ from the Greek Agofjbejv^ a 
little running crab ; and in the '' Amoenitates Academicse," 
Linnaeus himself gives the correct spelling. 

I some years since received numerous young specimens 
from Sicily, every one of which had the carapace entirely 
covered with a sponge which had grown over it, concealing 
even the two hinder pairs of legs, which were closely 
pressed against the back, and rendered immoveable. It is 
a common Mediterranean species. 
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PAOURID^II. 

PAGVRJDX. 




Papurus Tkompsoni, mibi. 

specific Caaroffcr.— The whole of the legi Iiiipid vid »[nDini» j anterior pur 
unequal ; tbe wriit u long u the hnnd ; ejn itillca extending to hklf the length 
of the Uat joint of the peduncle of the eTtenul intenDK ; uitenmd apine enmd 
onlwardi, tind famiihed with a row of oiull ipinet on the outer edge. 

The carapace is polished, bat sparsely marked with im' 
pressed dots ; the front nearly entire. The eye-stalks are 
cylindrical, and furnished with a regular longitndinal series 
of minute tufts of hair along the upper surface ; they extend 
forwards to the middle of the last joint of the peduncle of 
the external antennfc. The antennal spine is curved out- 
wards, spinous and hairy on its outer edge. The internal 
antenna are half as long again as the peduncle of the 
external. The anterior feet rery unequal, bristly, and 
spinous; the larger hand twice as long as it is broad, 
hairy, beset with spinous tubercles, of which there is a 
stronger series along the outer «de; the moveable finger with 
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a strong tubercle fitting between two smaller ones on the 
other finger when closed ; wrist about as long as the hand, 
and equally hairy and spinous, with a row of longer spines 
along the inner edge. Smaller anterior leg nearly linear, 
the proportions, clothing, and armature somewhat similar 
to the larger, but the opposing edges of the fingers with- 
out tubercles. Third and fourth pairs of feet very long, 
covered with stifi^ hairs and small spines ; the last joint 
armed with a series, of strong spines along the inferior 
edge, and terminated by a sharp nail. 

The general aspect of this species reminds one of P. 
Prideauxiij the proportions of the parts being somewhat 
similar ; but it difiers not only in some proportional cha- 
racters, but strikingly in the spinous and hispid clothing 
of the whole of the legs. It bears in these latter circum- 
stances some relation to P. Cuanensis^ but from this it may 
be distinguished by the proportions between the wrist and 
hand, the form of the wrist, the relative proportions of the 
eye stalks and antennal peduncle, and other characters. 

I have a melancholy gratification in dedicating this 
species by name to a gentleman who for many years was 
justly considered as the representative of the Zoology of 
Ireland, and whose acute discrimination and persevering 
enthusiasm in his favourite pursuit, were only equalled by 
the liberal and unselfish feeling with which he placed his 
treasures in the hands of his fellow labourers, whenever he 
believed the interests of science would be thereby furthered. 
The specimen from which the above description is taken, 
was placed in my hands by my lamented friend only a very 
few days before his untimely death deprived the science of 
Ireland of one of its most distinguished ornaments, and 
society of as kind and true hearted a man as ever lived. 
Mr. Thompson's note given me with the specimen is as 
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follows : — " Dredged at fifty &thoiiiB, entrance of Beliaet 
Bar, by Mr. Hyndman." It waa tn the §heU of the com- 
mon whelk. BuceinMM mndat»m. 

The vignette u from a tesselated Boman pavement dis- 
covered at Cirencester in 1 733. 
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PAOVRtDM, 




BLUE-BANDED HEBMIT CBAB. 
Pagurui fasciatut. Mihi. 

Sptcifie Ciaraeltr. — Antcrioi legt nneqiul ; band oval, imooth ; eye-Malkt M 
long u the penaltimitte joint of the sitcnul, and nearly half ai long u the whols 
of the iDt«ma] anleanie ; body and lega tended alternately with red and blu«. 

The carapace is smooth and even, ovate, rounded in 
front, tnincated and 8lig:htly emarginate behind. External 
antenoEe as long as the whole of the body, the peduncle 
cylindrical) the second and last joints of nearly equal 
length, and apparently without any spine. The internal 
anteiiDffi are of moderate length, less than twice as long as 
the pednncle of the external. Eye stalks nearly cylindrical, 
slightly curved outwards, as long as the penultimate joint 



376 PAauBiojB* 

of the external antennas. The anterior pair of feet are 
robust, of unequal size; the hand is oval, broader anteriorly, 
slightly pointed at the extremity of the fingers ; the mo?e- 
able finger fitting the other closely ; the wrist subquadrate, 
broader than it is long; the second and third pairs with 
the penultimate joint ciliated on the inner edge. 

The body is obscurely, and the whole of the legs dis- 
tinctly marked with alternate bands of red and blue. 

The whole of the above description is given fix>m a 
coloured drawing, for which I am indebted to Mr. Cocks, 
of Falmouth, and from which also the woodcut is taken. 
It was obtained by him at Falmouth. I have never seen 
a specimen, but I am confident that Mr. Gocks^s accuracy 
of delineation may be implicitly relied on. 

This species may at once be distinguished from every 
other known on our coasts. The only one to which, from 
the form of the hands, it bears a primd-faeie resemblance, 
is P. Hyndmanni^ but from this it differs in the form of the 
thorax, the comparative length of the internal antennae, 
and many less obvious characters. The distinct alternate 
bands of blue and red render it one of the most beautiful 
of the genus. 
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FJaUBID/E. 




" Pagvrui DUaynii."" Sp. Bate." 

" Oarapage smooth and polished. Colour Moisli, marked 
with brown. 

" First pair of feet unequal, the U/t being much longer 
than the right; smooth to the naked eye, bat nnder a 
lens perceived to he minutely granulated. The second and 
third joints are armed with teeth, which give the limb an 
angular character. The right is very short and covered 
with hair, 

" The external antenna is about two-thirds the length of 
the longest of the first pair of feet, and hairy ; its base as 
long as the eye-stalks, which are slender and long. The 
basal tooth, with which the antenna of this genus is gene- 
rally armed, is wanting. 

* Aniuk of N«. HuL 1851, p. 3:^0, |)1. x. Gg. 11. 
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'^ The false feet in the female are lonff and feathery, and 
divide at the base. 

^*The most striking difference between this and other 
British species of the Paffurida^ is exhibited in the form 
of the 6rst pair of feet, and the length of the external 
ontennffl. 

^^ Having met with onlj this solitary specimen, it is im- 
possible to say bnt that the right foot of the first pair, 
which is nsnally the longer, may be in the process of being 
reproduced from loss ; although I am inclined, from its 
well-developed character, to believe that the left is in this 
species the more important of the two. The false feet, 
which in the female are generally forked, are so in this 
specimen, but very much nearer to the base than in the 
common species. 

^^ It burrows very rapidly in the sand. Taken near the 
Worms Head, Swansea. 

'^ Mr. Couch has informed me, since this has been in the 
hands of the printer, that he has also found the species in 
Cornwall. 

'^ The name applied to this species is one long-known to 
science, and honoured as the stimulator of natural history 
in this locality in the person of L. W. Dillwyn, Esq., 
Sketty Hall." 

The foregoing description and figure are copied from 
those given by Mr. Spence Bate, in the " Annals of Natural 
History/' as I have never seen the species. 
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STOMAPODA, MYSIDJE, 




GENUS CYNTHIA. J. V. Thompson. 

Generic character, — " Subabdominal fina composed of two joints^ 
four last fins with the terminal plume double, with an opake bifur- 
cate, and conToIute organ rising between each." 



Cynthia Flemingii. H. Goodsir. 

Specific CharaeUr. — ** Inferior antenoal scale almost twice as long as the pedun- 
cle. A thick fringe of strong hairs bordering its edge. Rostrum slender and 
finely pointed. Volute organ between the plumose setae of the subabdominal fins 
minute ; edges of the middle plate of the tail spined. 

** Long, eight lines. Hab. Frith of Forth. 

^^Description. — The whole body of an opake straw- 
colour, with the reticulated portions of the eyes black. 
Superior antennse with the peduncle three-jointed, the two 
cetaceous portions arising from the second joint of the 
peduncle, the last joint ovate, surrounded with a thick 
fringe of hairs ; these hairs are bent downwards at their 
extremities, so as to form a concavity on the lower surface. 
The peduncle is about twice the length of the eyes. The 
peduncle of the inferior antennae extends to the origin of 
the setaceous portion of the superior antennae ; the two 
last joints are slender and clavate. A long, slender, and 
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pointed scale arises from tbe first joint of the peduncle, 
above the setaceous portion ; this is twice as long as tbe 
peduncle, and is thickly fringed with long hairs, which are 
directed inwardly so as to meet those of the opposite side. 
The carapace is not very large, curved at its posterior 
edge, and produced at its posterior and inferior angle. 

" Abdomen slender, the inferior edge of each segment 
considerably produced, and all of them but the last bear- 
ing a fin composed of two joints ; the first joint is scale- 
like clavate ; the second is multiarticulate and plumose; 
all of them bat the first pair double. The bifurcate con- 
volute organ, between the double plumes, is very minute. 
Middle plate of the tail edged with spines on its sides, and 
entire at the extremity. External caudal fins twice as long 
as the middle plate, and pointed. 

^^ The bifurcate and convolute organ between the double 
plumes of the four last subabdominal fins, together with 
the number of joints in these fins, seem to be the most 
striking characters of this genus. Mr. Thompson, in the 
third memoir of his ^ Zoological Besearches,^ says, * It is 
not in the number of joints alone, however, that they 
(subabdominal fins) differ, their form and structure is also 
essentially different. In Cynthia the four last of these 
members are each composed of a very large bilobate scale, 
supporting at its apex two taper articulate fins, strongly 
ciliated with plumose seta) ; from between these originates 
an opake organ which bifurcates, its two extremes of 
unequal length being rolled inwards, the one over the 
other.' 

^' Mr. Edwards considers that these last are the branchial 
apparatus. 
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GENUS THEMISTO. H. Qoodsir. 

Generic character. — ^'^ External antenn® aimed with a scale. 
First, second, and fifth segments of the abdomen bearing fins like 
the mysis. Third and fourth with the peduncles bi-articulate, 
and each peduncle giving off two branches; the external branch of 
the fourth very long and slender, semi-articulated. 



Themisto hngispinosa. H. Ooodsir. 

Sjpecife CharcLeter. — ** Superior anteimal scale of the same length as the termi- 
nal joint of its peduncle ; armed at its extremity with a thick toft of hairs. In- 
ferior antennal scale twice as long as its peduncle ; fringe not strong. Third 
snbabdomiual fin with its internal branch minute. Internal branch of the fourth 
with a few long hairs from the extremity only. External branch reaching from 
the extremity of the caudal fins. Internal caudal fin truncated. 

^ Long, three-quarters of an inch. Hab. Frith of Forth. 

" JOM(?n^rto».— The whole body of a dark yellowish or 
greenish colour. Eyes large, reaching to the extremity of 
the peduncle of the inferior antennae. "Ifhe reticulated 
portion black, and produced backwards inferiorly. Bostrum 
very short but sharply pointed. First joint of the pedun- 
cle of the inferior antennae very strong, the two following 
slender ; the setaceous portion of the antennae arising from 
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Themisto brwiepifiosa. H. Goodsir. 

Speeifie Charaeter, — ** Superior antennal scale not so long as the peduncle. In- 
ferior antenna! scale four or five times as long as the pednncle. Internal hranch 
of the third subabdominal fin minute ; the internal branch of the fourth longer 
than the first joint of the external branch ; the external branch extending a little 
beyond the base of the caudal fins, ending by means of a dart-like point. The 
lateral caudal fin ending in a sharp point superiorly, and rounded inferiorly ; the 
internal fin oblong, ovate, and pointed. The lateral edges of the middle plate 
bearing a single row of long, sharp, and bent spines, contracted near the base 
and the bottom of the fork, forming an acute angle ; prongs pointed. 

** Long, one inch. Hab. Frith of Forth. 

" Description, — The whole body more robust than that 
of the last-described species, and of an opake white colour, 
with a single row of black spots along the dorsal mesial 
line of the abdominal segments. The first joint of the 
peduncle of the inferior antennae very short and almost 
circular ; the two following are slender. The scale which 
arises from the superior part of the first joint above the 
true antennsB is very strong at the base, and then tapers 
gradually to a fine point. A fringe of long hairs borders 
its inferior edge. These hairs are matted at the extremity 
so as to give them the appearance of a second joint ; two 
or three short strong spines arise from the extremity of the 
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scale. The third joint of the peduncle of the superior an- 
tennas is considerably produced at its superior angle. The 
scale which arises beneath the setaceous portions is strong, 
bent upwards at its extremity, and pointed, but not fringed. 
The eyes are large ; the reticulated portion circular. 

^^The rostrum is of considerable length, but it is not 
sharp. The internal branch of the third subabdominal 
fin is minute ; the external one is long, slender, and finely 
pointed ; it is also fringed with very long hairs. The in- 
ternal branch of the fourth fin is longer than the first joint 
of the external branch ; and it is both more strongly 
ringed and more moveable than that of the last-described 
species. The external branch extends a little beyond the 
base of the caudal fins. The sixth or last joint of this 
br^ch suddenly contracts near the extremity to about half 
its original thickness, ending in a dart-like point. The 
external caudal fins end in a sharp point inferiorly, and 
are rounded inferiorly ; the internal fins are oblong, oval, 
and pointed at the extremity. These are both fringed 
at their inferior edges and at their extremities. The late- 
ral edges of the middle plate armed with a single row of 
strong hooked spines. It is contracted near the base, 
and the angle formed by its bifurcation is very acute ; 
the extremities of the prongs are also sharp-pointed, and 
of a black colour .^^ 

Amongst the numerous and interesting additions to our 
knowledge of the smaller Crustacea, for which we are in- 
debted to Mr. H. D. Ooodsir, are the three foregoing 
species of the family Mysid^. As I have never seen spe- 
cimens of either of them, I have thought it best to give, 

(T verbatim, Mr. Groodsir^s own descriptions, although some- 

fv what diffuse, with copies of his figures. 
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In addition to the species included in this Appendix, 
1 may refer to some which have been described in recent 
periodical pablications, from the observations of Mr. 
S pence Bate, Mr. William Thompson of Weymouth, 
and others. I have not transferred these descriptions to 
this work, partly because I am not in all cases quite 
satisfied with the grounds on which the species have 
been considered as disduct, and because they may be 
readily examined in their original place of publication. 
At the same time I am anxious to express my gratifica- 
tion at this accession of young intelligent naturalists in 
this field of observation, from whose active and continued 
labours the most valuable results may be anticipated. 
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